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Register Today... it’s not too late!

Sign up at www.magiccitymiracle.org/projects

Sunday, September 27

THIS Sunday, September 27 following morning worship, Trinity members are
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Let us love,
not in word or speech,
but in truth and action.
I John 3:18

called to join other Birmingham area volunteers to participate in MAGIC CITY MIRACLE 2015,
a United Methodist sponsored day of community service. Trinity participates each year as one
of the largest sponsoring churches, and joins with other volunteers to help our friends and
neighbors in the Greater-Birmingham Area.

Projects are offered for all ages and skill levels!
It’s Easy to Get Involved:

1 - Visit www.magiccitymiracle.org/projects and select a project.
Type TUMC/OUMC in the search bar to find Trinity service projects.
2 - Register as a volunteer!
You will receive details about the project from the site leader prior to 9/27.
Questions? Contact Kristan Walker, Director of Outreach Ministries at 879-1737 or
kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

Stewardship 2016

October 1 will mark the start
of our 2016 Stewardship
Campaign. This year’s theme
is based on the book, Love
Does, by Bob Goff. During the
month we will focus on what it
means to put our faith into action. We look forward to October as we reflect on what love
has done, what love is doing,
and what love can do through
the works of our church.
Also! Mark your calendar for
Sunday, October 25
when we will celebrate what
LOVE DOES with a churchwide luncheon and an incredible hands-on mission project!

SEPTEMBER Sermon Series Concludes This Sunday, 9/27
Traditional 8:45 & 11 AM, Rev. Brian Erickson
Contact
8:45 & 11 AM, Rev. Nathan Carden

See inside on page 6 for info
on a special Love Does study
to be held during the month of
October on Sunday mornings.

PERSONAL WORD
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2015
8:45 & 11 AM • Sanctuary
The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays
on WAPI-1070 AM.

SERMON
Rev. Brian Erickson
Relationship Rescue
•
MUSIC
8:45 & 11:00 AM
Won Cho & Trinity Orchestra
•
MINISTER ON CALL
Brian Erickson, 410-8583

“Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you,
but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose.”
Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, 1:10
Consensus in a church is a hard thing to come by. The history of Christianity is brimming with
stories of discord and disagreement, because wherever passion lies, strong opinions will take
root. Even in the healthiest of churches, when important decisions come up, people of good faith
regularly end up on different sides of an issue.
Over these last several months, as Trinity and Oakmont’s leadership has prayerfully discussed the
possibility of becoming one congregation in two places, I have been preparing myself for disappointment. Not that I didn’t think the votes would pass, but I was convinced it would be by a narrow margin, at least on the Oakmont side. I also believed that at least a Trinity vote or two would
be too hesitant to go along with such an out-of-the-box way of growing the church.
But then we took the votes. On Monday night a week ago, the Trinity charge conference voted
unanimously, 86-0, in favor of merger. The cautious part of me was hopeful that maybe this
would motivate a few “swing” votes for Oakmont. Last night, I had the honor of sitting in the
sanctuary at Oakmont as they voted 24-0 in favor of joining forces with Trinity. I wish I had the
presence of mind to film the applause, the tears, and the power of that holy moment.
It’s remarkable enough to me that Trinity, with a new pastor and everything going our way, would
care enough about another congregation to dream in such a kingdom-minded way. It’s astonishing
to imagine the faithful trust of Oakmont’s leadership, to set down the reins of their beloved church
and let the Holy Spirit lead them into a bold new future. It’s impossible to imagine both churches
entering this union without a single negative vote.

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL
Rev. Nathan Carden
Relationship Rescue
SEPTEMBER 20 - ATTENDANCE
1,336 • Total Worship Attendance
851 • Traditional | 426 • Contact
59 • Nursery
726 • Sunday School Attendance

When Paul writes to the Corinthians, he encourages consensus, not necessarily in all things, but
in the main thing. Part of being the church is learning to discern together, even when it results
in disagreement, so that we might lean on each other’s wisdom in seeking God’s will. We won’t
always agree on everything, and that is a good thing. But when it comes to making disciples, the
ultimate purpose to which we have been called and commissioned, Paul prays that we would be
of one mind. In the last week, I’ve watched two faithful congregations live that out.
Time after time, my cautious and careful self, the one that is constantly calculating the risk of failure, is left speechless by the work of the Holy Spirit. God is good, all the time. But the thing that
still takes my breath away is when the people of God step out together in faith, sharing one mind
and purpose: to be the Body of Jesus Christ for the world.
Buckle up, everybody. It’s about to get interesting.
See you Sunday,
Brian

WELCOME TO TRINITY
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ,
Grow people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the
world and Glorify Christ.

Sunday School & Nursery:
• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. +
• Nursery provided during all services

Brian Erickson

Senior Minister

Nathan Carden

Minister of Contact Worship
and Young Adults

Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services
in the Sanctuary offering sermons, a special
moment for children and a variety of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – CONTACT relaxed,
informal, services in Wesley Hall featuring
music from the CONTACT Band, children are
encouraged to attend.

Contact Us:

Suzanne Pruitt

Minister of Christian Formation

Bobby Scales

Minister of Pastoral Care

Reid Crotty

Minister of Pastoral Care

David Thompson

Minister of Family & Youth

• Church Office: 879-1737
• Fax: 868-9714
• Care Line: 868-9709
• Child Development Center: 879-1749
www.trinitybirmingham.com

Robert Sturdivant Minister of Students

N ext

Steps
A new track for our guests and new
members held every Sunday at
10 AM in the Fellowship Hall.

Join us!

EVERY 1ST SUNDAY of the Month
Meet | Enjoy breakfast in a casual
setting with the pastoral staff.
10 AM, Fellowship Hall
EVERY 2ND SUNDAY of the Month
Belief | Enjoy a discussion to remember your baptism, learn about infant
baptism, or explore adult profession of
faith. We will also discuss communion
and the sacraments of our faith.
10 AM, Fellowship Hall
EVERY 3RD SUNDAY of the Month
Methodism | Learn about the history,
theology, and practices of the United
Methodist Church.
10 AM , Fellowship Hall

Join Rev. Brian Erickson & Rev. Nathan Carden

Holy Land
Classic
2016 Holy Land Tour

10 days

February 1-10
Starting at

$3,998
www.eo.travel
If you are interested in the FEBRUARY 2016 Holy
Land Tour that will be led by our Pastors, Brian
Erickson and Nathan Carden, you are encouraged to
pick up a brochure containing all trip details. They
are available in the church office, 879-1737.

EVERY 4TH SUNDAY of the Month
Belong | Hear from staff and lay
ministers on the membership vows and
how to find your very own place of
ministry at Trinity.
10 AM , Fellowship Hall
EVERY 5TH SUNDAY of the Month
Tour | Join a Trinity member and others
for an informational tour around the
church campus.
10 AM, Fellowship Hall
We would love for you to join us. if you
have questions, please contact
Shelley Brockwell at 879-1737 or
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com.
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MISSION & OUTREACH
MAGIC CITY MIRACLE is September 27! Sign up today

Magic City Miracle will be next Sunday, 9/27 following worship. Please wear your
work clothes to worship that day and plan to eat lunch on your way to your worksite.
Check out www.magiccitymiracle.org/projects for our project lists and sign ups. Find
Trinity specific projects by typing in “TUMC” in the search bar.
We still need volunteers for the following projects:
- Urban Ministry Sweet Potato Drop: glean 40,000 lbs of sweet potatoes at Urban
Ministry in the West End. A messy and fun family-friendly activity!
- West End Block Party: help us set up and oversee the Bouncy House and carnival
games for Trinity and West End children. Face painters are also needed!
- Church of the Reconciler: adult leaders needed to oversee high school youth as
they do repairs, organize, and clean.
- Revamp Interior/Exterior of Urban Ministry: painters & landscapers are needed to
give Urban Ministry the curb appeal and update they need for new programming.

TRINITY STUDIO

Calling all artists! Come join us in the
Craft Room (next to the Gym) to explore
your creative side. The group is creating
POTTERY on Mondays 1-4 PM, and also
meets on Tuesdays from 9 AM-Noon.
Beginners are encouraged to join, supplies provided! For more info, call Dayna
Orr at 205-253-5626.

food & fellowship

Register today at www.magiccitymiracle.org/projects Questions?Contact Kristan
Walker at 879-1737 or kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

WEEKENDERS Backpack Program

Since the spring, we have raised over $27,000 for this new ministry and we have gathered 45 committed volunteers! Homewood City School counselors have worked with
us to provide food for 56 students. We are also in the process
of providing meals for 65 students at Hemphill Elementary
School, which is located in the West End. Hemphill is excited to partner with us, and the Food Bank is thankful for
the generosity of the people of Trinity. If you would like to
contribute monetarily to this project, or if you would like to
volunteer your time, please contact Kristan at 879-1737 or
kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

MEALS ON WHEELS Service Opportunity

Meals on Wheels need people to deliver meals in the Homewood area on the
second Wednesday of each month. If you are interested in participating in this
rewarding ministry, ontact Judy Keenum at 942-4614 or 835-4487, cell.

Show Your Team Spirit

Trinity’s SEC Food Drive is in full swing! Make sure to take a
donation bag after services. Bags can be returned to Trinity on weekdays to the main
office or on Sundays in the 2nd floor commons area. Collected food items will be
delivered on our community service day (Magic City Miracle on 9/27).

SEC Food Drive
to benefit the Urban Ministry
Food Bank
Show your team spirit and
participate in a worthy cause!
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4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall
$20.00 Family Maximum (or)
- $6.00 per adult
- $3.00 per child (9 and under)
- $5.00 per senior adult
- $5.00 Salad Bar option
Please let us know you are coming!
Make a reservation online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com
		

menu - September 23

• ADULTS: Spaghetti with meat sauce,
green beans, garlic toast, cookie
• KIDS: Pizza -2 slices, fruit, cookie, milk

menu - September 30

• ADULTS: Broiled Tuna or Baked Chicken, rice, roasted root vegetables, cookie
• KIDS: Corndogs, fries, fruit, cookie, milk
* Menu subject to change.

student ministry

weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

MAGIC CITY MIRACLE, 9/27

This Sunday, September 27, our youth will be participate in Magic City Miracle! If you
are unaware of MCM, it is a great day of community service, when many churches and
organizations around Birmingham come together to make a difference for and with
our neighbors to glorify the Lord. This year our Middle schoolers will be gleaning four
thousand pounds of sweet potatoes, and our High schoolers will be at Church of the
Reconciler doing a variety of cleaning, organizing, and repair projects.
NOTE, we will be meeting at 12:30 PM at Trinity in the Haven, and will leave at 1PM to
go to our work sites. We will return to Trinity at 4:15 PM for an ice cream party!

Walk/Bike/Carpool to Church
Month is back! THIS OCTOBER!
Every Sunday in October, Trinity wants you
to prayerfully consider how you get to our
church building. If you live close enough,
walk or bike. Need to drive? Pick up a
neighbor on your way! Usually bring 2 cars
from your house? Try just 1.
Take this chance to enjoy the upcoming
fall weather, save some parking spots, walk
& talk with your family and neighbors, use
less gas, get some exercise, and participate in a church-wide event.

Free T-shirts!

We even have free t-shirts for you to wear
so you can walk or bike comfortably and
help spread the word that Trinity cares
about these things. If you’d like a shirt,
contact Amy Mezzell at amezzell@
trinitybirmingham.com.

Isaiah 54

INFERTILITY
SUPPORT GROUP

Trinity has a recently formed an
Infertility Support Group. The
group is open to any interested
members, community, and guests
who are currently experiencing
infertility. For more information,
please contact Mallory Wilson at
mallorywilson725@gmail.com.

We are still in need of a lot of help with MCM; we currently need drivers, volunteers
for the day, people to help serve the ice cream, and people to help supply the ice
cream. We would love to see you and your student on this great day. Sign up to help
by emailing Tori at ttenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com, or follow the QR code at the
bottom of the page!

ELEMENT CAFE, TUESDAY & THURSDAY

Every Tuesday and Thursday from 3-5:30 PM we are privileged to have Element Cafe
for all students, including 6th graders! Element Cafe is our after school program and
this month we will be offering Steel City pops which are being sold for $3 all month long!
If you have any questions please email Tori at TTenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com.

MEET & GREET FOR PARENTS, 9/24 On September 24 from 5:30-7 PM
at Homewood Central Park, we will be hosting our first cook out for Element Cafe parents. We would love to get to know the parents of the students who we get to hang out
with every Tuesday and Thursday! Dinner will be provided. If you have any questions
please contact Tori Tenniswood at ttenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com.

ELEMENT PRAYER BREAKFAST, TUESDAY

Every Tuesday morning at 6:30 AM in the Youth Center, we have Prayer Breakfast. All
middle school and high school students are invited to join us for breakfast, $3. This is
the perfect way to start a new day! Middle School students will walk to HMS following.

FUSION

Many FUSION Bible Study Small groups will be meeting this week. If you would like
to get your student plugged into a weekly Bible study please email Kate McKnight at
kmcknight@trinitybirmingham.com and she will get you all the information you need.

SOS 2016, SAVE THE DATE & REGISTER TODAY!

Registration for our high school mission trip, Service Over Self (SOS) is NOW OPEN!!
This summer’s dates are July 10-16, 2016. Cost for this incredible mission trip is $350.
A $100 deposit non-refundable deposit is asked for upon registration. Scholarships are
available for any student in need. To register, please go to www.elementstudentministry.
com/sos to secure your student’s spot. These will fill up fast!
As always, please let us know if there is anything that we
can do to partner with you in helping to raise your student
in a relationship with Christ.

David Thompson,

Pastor of Youth and Family
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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Small Group Offering
Love Does by Bob Goff
Sundays, October 4-25
9:55-10:45 AM
Room #143 (Craft Room)

October Stewardship Study
Sunday Mornings

If you are not currently in a Sunday School class or if your class will
not be using the Love Does curriculum during October, we invite
you to join us during the SS hour. (10 AM)
Love Does is our church-wide stewardship theme this year from
which our pastors will be preaching during the month of October.
Bob Goff’s book encourages us to live a lifestyle that fiercely seeks
out ways of showing love. In fact, he has given all of the proceeds
from this book away to those in need!
The group will meet on the four Sunday mornings in October
(Oct 4 / Oct 11 / Oct 18 / Oct 25) from 9:55-10:45 AM in
Room #143 (Craft Room, 1st floor near the Gym).
Please register online today by visiting:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/adults/studies-small-groups-2/
or by emailing Amy Mezzell at amezzell@trinitybirmingham or com.
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You are invited

MOMentum is a group of women who will
gather together to gain knowledge, share ideas,
support each other, and seek God’s grace on the
journey that is motherhood. Please join us as we
tackle the issues that YOU are facing and enjoy
fantastic speakers, discussion and fellowship.
The group will meet the 2nd and 4th Thursday
of each month from 10-11:30 AM in Room 111.
Childcare provided in the nursery at no cost.
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SEPTEMBER 22 - PACESETTERS
Pacesetter Lunch will be held at 12 Noon on
September 22 in the Fellowship Hall. Special
speaker will be Kelly Kazek. Kelly writes for
the Birmingham News (AL.com) and is the
author of several books, mostly concerning
unusual facts and places in Alabama.

SEPTEMBER 24 - FLU SHOTS

8 AM - 1PM in the Fellowship Hall, $20 Medicare and most other insurance accepted.

Save these Holiday Dates!

• December 3 – Christmas Lights at Huntsville
Botanical Gardens
• December 10 – Christmas Tea, Fellowship
Hall. All Trinity Seniors invited for good food,
fun and holiday fellowship.
• December 11 – Gaither Christmas Homecoming Concert at 7 PM at the BJCC, $40.
• December 12 – Mooresville Holiday
Progressive Dinner and Tour

For more info on any Senior Adult event,
contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or alewis@
trinitybirmingham.com.

SEPTEMBER 24
Speaker: Betsy Peterson,
Educator
Topic: Effective communication with your
child’s teacher & the
importance of reading
to your children!

Questions?

Sarah Paulk
(205) 478-2666
spaulk1@gmail.com

Register online!

special
be held
ober on

PACESETTERS

www.trinitybirmingham.com/adults/studies-small-groups-2/
MOMentum is listed under On-Going Studies

Don’t forget your
name tag...

on Sunday mornings or anytime you are
attending or representing Trinity! This is
a great way to provide hospitality to our
guests, and to help us get to know one another better. If you don’t have a name tag,
contact Marie Pasco at 879-1737.

Find us on Facebook • Trinity United Methodist Church, Homewood
Follow us on Twitter • @TrinityBHM
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HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - September 27
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Next Steps - FHALL
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
12:00 PM MAGIC CITY MIRACLE
4:15 PM Youth Ice Cream Party - Haven
4:15 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Confirmation - various
5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS
6:00 PM NO Element (due to Magic City Miracle)
6:00 PM Disciple I Study - Rm. 323
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
8:00 PM Men Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - September 28
1:00 PM Trinity Studio - CFT
6:00 PM TCDC Board Mtg. - CONF
6:30 PM Leadership Dinner - FHALL
Tuesday - September 29
6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
CFT
FSR
CONF
SANC
FHALL

Craft Room–143
Fireside Room–145
Conference Room–220
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

LIB
NAT
LP
SP
HAVEN

10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Senior Adult Lunch - SDR
3:00 P M Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:00 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
Wednesday - September 30
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 304
4:45 PM Wednesday Dinner - FHALL
5:00 PM Children’s Music & Activites
5:00 PM Contact Music Practice - WHALL
6:00 PM Men’s Study - 310
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
7:00 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - October 1
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:15 AM Small Group Studies - various
11:00 AM Senior Adult Lunch - SDR
3:30 PM Element Cafe - Youth Area
Friday - October 2
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various

Library–218
Not at Trinity
Large Parlor
Small Parlor–105
Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL
MS
WHALL
SDR
FLC

Mouat Chapel
Music Suite–132
Wesley Hall
Small Dining Room
Family Life Center

• Children’s Ministry - Position Available •

Trinity is seeking an Assistant Director of Children and Family Ministries. The Assistant Director reports to the Director of Children and Family Ministries, and serves as an advocate for
children and their families while enabling and encouraging spiritual formation through which
they may become disciples of Christ. This a full-time position, with some flexibility in weekday
hours, and required duties on Wednesday night and Sunday morning. The Assistant Director
of Children and Family Ministry assists the Director in implementing a comprehensive birth
through 5th grade developmental ministry, including VBS, Sunday School, Nursery, Parents’
Day Out, Special Class and other Children’s programming. The qualified candidate will have
a heart for children’s ministry, strong relational skills, a Bachelor’s level degree (or equivalent),
and experience working with children (on a professional or volunteer basis). The Assistant
Director will also demonstrate an understanding of childhood Christian faith development, and
be able to minister to the unique needs of families with young children. Interested applicants
should send a cover letter, resume, and two references to trinity@trinitybirmingham.com.

IN THE HOSPITAL

UAB
ST. VINCENT’S
BROOKWOOD
BROOKDALE REHAB

Jim Calhoun
Scott Robertson
Sealy Wilbanks
Edwina Pratt
Rhonda Montgomery

IN MEMORIAM

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Hal and Chris Newell on the death of his
father, Jack Newell, on August 7. He was also the
grandfather of Harrison and Chambers Newell.
• to Lynn and Noel Fendlason, on the death of
her father, Jack Houck, on September 3.
• to Freda Welch on the death of her brother,
Johnny Mack Driskill, on September 18.
• to Frances and Preston Foy on the death of
her mother, Tila Vaughan, on September 19.

CONGRATULATIONS

• to Larry and Jane Weygand on the birth of
their grandson, Laurence Edward Weygand, on
September 18. Proud parents are Scott and Liz
Weygand.
• to Erik and Marie Pasco on the baptism of
their son, Oliver Moore Pasco, on September 20.
• to Grant and Caroline Davis on the baptism
of their daughter, Charlotte Anne Davis, on
September 20.
• to Will and Anne Kimbell Neighbors on the
baptism of their son, William Grant Neighbors,
on September 20.
• to Bill and Laura Jones on the baptism of
their daughter, Mary Boykin Jones, on
September 20.

TREASURER’S REPORT
As of September 20, 2015
GENERAL BUDGET:		
Month to date revenue

$154,471

Monthly needs to date		

$234,582

Balance/shortage

$(80,111)

Capital Giving this month

$4,667

Capital Giving year to date

$100,985

Our Senior Adults Need Volunteer Van Drivers

Balance owed on Debt / Prayer Garden

$321,000

Trinity’s Seniors are on the go! Most of the day trips are taken during the week, with an
occasional concert/play on a weekend. 5-6 volunteers who would be willing to drive 2
or 3 times a year would cover this need. Senior Adult Ministry
will pay all expenses for drivers on any field trips. Must be 70
years old or younger. If you are interested in fulfilling this fun
volunteer need, please contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or
email alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

Note from the Treasurer:
Questions about church finances, income or
expense? If you wonder how funds are received
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

7

Tidings Trinity United Methodist
Church (USPS 0641-120) is published weekly, except Christmas
week, by Trinity United Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road,
Birmingham (Homewood), AL
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SUNDAYS at Trinity: Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood • Our Mission: To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209 • 205.879.1737 • Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

NOW AVAILABLE on ITUNES

Hear both Traditional and Contact sermons each week
Search: Trinity United Methodist Church - Birmingham, AL

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK?

Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug
in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now.

Log on to: http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer

