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Lil’ Lambs Sale
September 5 & 6

Friday: 9 AM-3 PM

Saturday: 9 AM-12 Noon

GYM
Most merchandise is 50% off  

on Saturday.
•

For more information, visit: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/

kids/lil-lambs/ 

Shop gently worn kids 
clothing, toys, furniture 

and accessories
at reasonable prices!

new sermon series coming to 
all worship services

Ever wondered what the book of Revelation was all about?  
Is there more to it than monsters, mysterious numbers and secret 
codes? Join our pastors beginning this Sunday, September 7 for 
“It’s the End of the World (As We Know It),” a new sermon 
series on the Bible’s most controversial and misunderstood book.  
Bring a friend to hear Revelation’s message of hope, grace, 
and redemption.

It’s The End Of The World 
[ as we know it ]

Sunday, September 28
Visit www.magiccitymiracle.org to learn more
See inside on page 3 for details



SERMON
Rev. Brian Erickson 

“It’s The End Of The World (as we know it)”

 •
MUSIC

8:45 AM 
Men’s Chorus 

11:00 AM 
Sanctuary Choir

• 
MINISTER ON CALL

Bobby Scales, 746-4547 

PERSONAL WORD

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden

“It’s The End Of The World (as we know it)”

AUGUST 31 - ATTENDANCE
1,035 • Total Worship Attendance
706 • Traditional   |   329 •  Contact

515 • Sunday School

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2014
FULL COMMUNION

8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

Every family has someone that doesn’t quite fit in, who doesn’t always say the right 
things, or act the right way, the person everyone else is nervous about being seated next 
to at the Thanksgiving table. If you can’t think of who that is in your family, be careful 
– it might be you.

If the Bible were a family (and in many ways, it is) then Revelation is the crazy uncle 
who interrupts everyone else’s conversations with weird stories about dragons and 
earthquakes and multi-headed lambs. You’re having a delightful little chat with 
1 Thessalonians or the prologue from John’s Gospel, and Uncle Revelation butts in 
again mumbling something about the bowls of wrath and the seventh seal. And he 
seems determined to get the last word.   

But the things that make Revelation difficult also make it more intriguing. If you take 
a stroll down the Christian books aisle at your local bookstore, you will find more than 
ample resources on the book of Revelation. But they treat it like a puzzle rather than 
a promise. There are books on how to crack its code by reading it backwards, books 
on how the end is very near because of some obscure historical event that happened in 
New Guinea 200 years ago.

We are fascinated by the end of the world, so fascinated that we will obsess over any 
obscure prophecy the National Enquirer can come up with. And unfortunately, that 
fascination clouds our reading of Revelation. Every few years, the world gets anxious 
that it’s about to end because of a Mayan prophecy. I would ask you, can anyone name 
any other Mayan teaching they use to guide their lives?

But there is a reason Revelation made it into the New Testament. There is a reason it 
has the final say, the last word, in our holy scriptures. But it’s none of the obvious rea-
sons. Revelation is not a map to the end, it’s a promise to those who feel like they are 
already at the end that a new beginning awaits.
 
Beginning this Sunday, Andy, Nathan, and I will begin a five-week series on Revelation 
in both traditional worship, as well as in Contact. I think it will be tremendously power-
ful for the entire church to be hunkered down in the same corner of the Word for a few 
weeks, as we wrestle with this beautiful and easily misunderstood dream given to John.

So whether you’re fascinated or frightened, intrigued or indifferent, I hope to see you 
Sunday. And make sure and share the promotional video we put together to invite folks 
to this new series (with special thanks to the choir and the Contact band): 
www.https://vimeo.com/104680152

In the name of the One making all things new,
Brian

Traditional: 706
Contact: 329
Total: 1,035



4:45-6:15 pm  •  Fellowship Hall

September 10

 

 

September 10 

Hamburgers,
all the fixin’s, 

Fries & 
Ranch Baked Beans,

Fountain Drinks,
Ice Cream Sundaes

(Children & Adults)

$20.00 Family Max.
(or)

$6.00 per adult
$3.00 per child (9 and under)

$5.00 per senior adult
$5.00 Salad Bar option

Make a reservation online!
trinitybirmingham.com

3K - 5th grade
Children’s Choirs
Begin Wednesday,

SEPTEMBER 10

1st-5th grades include 

rotating weekly activities such as 

drum class, Orff and recreation.

Handbells & Chimes • 5-5:30 PM

1st-5th grade Rotation • 5:30-6 PM

All Choirs (3K-5th grade) • 6-6:45 PM

Music in

Contact Jodi Haskins 
at 879-1737.

Register Today!
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On Sunday, September 28 following morning worship, 
Trinity members are called to join other Birmingham area volun-
teers to participate in Magic City Miracle 2014, a United Methodist 
sponsored day of community service. 

As the largest sponsoring church, in 2013 over 500 Trinity mem-
bers and friends joined with over 1,400 other volunteers to help 
our friends and neighbors in the Greater-Birmingham Area. This 
year we are hoping to double the number to 4,000 volunteers.

Projects are offered for all ages and skill levels. 

MAGIC CITY MIRACLE Returns to Birmingham on September 28

Three Easy Steps to Get Involved:
1 - Visit www.magiccitymiracle.org and select a project 
2 - Sign up as an individual, family or group (you will receive details 
      about the project from the site leader prior to 9/28)
3 - Gather at Linn Park between 12-1 PM for registration and a 
     send off to your project...then go make a difference!

Let’s help put the magic back in Magic City by following in the 
footsteps of Jesus to serve the least and the lost!
Questions? Contact Nathan Carden at 879-1737 or 
ncarden@trinitybirmingham.com.



Prayer Garden 
Columbarium

Labyrinth
Everyone is welcome and invited to use Trinity’s 
Prayer Garden and Prayer Labyrinth. It is a sacred 
space for reflection, prayer and remembrance. 
It should be used to respect this purpose. Please use 
quiet voices in the garden and monitor children. 
Children should be taught that this is not a play-
ground. They should not run, pick up rocks or place 
items in the fountain. Remember, the Columbarium 
holds the remains of departed Trinity members; 
children should not climb on the walls.

PACESETTERS
• SEPTEMBER 15 - TRINITY SINGERS PERFORMANCE  The Trinity Singers will perform at Regency Retirement 
Center at 2:30 PM on September 15.  Visitors welcome.

• SEPTEMBER 18 - GREEK FOOD FESTIVAL  Join us for the St. George Melkite Greek Church Food Festival. The van 
will leave Trinity at 10:30 AM.

• SEPTEMBER 23 - PACESETTER LUNCH, 12 NOON  Featuring: Dr. Jacqueline Leary-Warsaw, Associate Music Pro-
fessor; Director, Vocal Studies Program at Birmingham-Southern College. She will entertain us with beautiful vocal music. 
Dr. Leary-Warsaw has performed throughout the US, Europe, and South America.  She is best known to audiences around 
the world as the host of the popular series In Concert on EWTN network. Save the date for this great program. 

For more info on any Senior Adult event, please contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.
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Handicapped Persons 
Need Easy Access to 
Blue Wheelchair Ramps

Please do not park in front of 
the wheelchair ramps. One 
ramp is on Seminole Drive at 
the main office entrance, and 
another one is on Clermont 
Drive at the Fireside Room 
entrance. Wheelchair-bound 
persons need safe, open, clear 
access to these ramps at all 
times. Thank you.

INTRO TO METHODISM
September 14, 21 & 28
Who is John Wesley? What do Methodists believe? 
New members, guests or new Christians are invited 
to learn about Methodist history, theology and 
practice. Led by Dr. Andy Wolfe on three Sundays 
in September (14, 21 & 28) at 10 AM in the Small 
Dining Room located on the 1st floor. 
Registration is not required. 
Questions? Contact Laura Eanes at 879-1737 or 
email leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.



student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

ELEMENT TAILGATE IS 9/7  – Element’s annual 
Tailgate Party is on Sunday night, September 7 from 6-8 
PM in the small parking lot at Trinity. Our goal is to have 
35 tailgate tents set up with some incredible food. So 
we need your help!  What is your favorite tailgate food 
to prepare? We need you to choose just one item and 
make a lot of it. But we don’t just want the food we want 
YOU to set up a tailgate tent, decorate your tent and 
come hangout with us on Sunday night, September 7. 
Please sign up today at http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c0a49a9aa28a5fd0-tailgate1

ELEMENT CAFE MEETS THIS WEEK – Our after 
school ministry, Element Cafe, is now open! All students 
(including new 6th graders) are welcome to hangout 
from 3-5:30 PM every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon. 
We ask for a $1 donation to help offset some of the cost 
and we will be selling concessions during the after-
noon. Every student that participates in Element café is 
required to have a permission form completed. You can 
find this permission form online at 
http://elementstudentministry.com/element-cafe/ 
 
ELEMENT PRAYER BREAKFAST MEETS TUESDAY 
Prayer breakfast meets this Tuesday at 6:30 AM in 
the Youth Center.  All middle school and high school 
students are invited to join us for Jack’s and a devo-
tion. Prayer Breakfast is the perfect way to start a new 
day. The cost is just $3 for breakfast and middle school 
students will walk to HMS following the breakfast. 
 
ELEMENT GOLF TOURNAMENT – We need golfers 
for our Element Golf Tournament fundraiser on Sep-
tember 17 at Highlands Golf Club. The money raised 
in this fundraiser helps to scholarship students to be 
able to attend Discovery weekend and summer mission 
opportunities. The money raised also helps to support 
our student ministry residents. If you are interested in 
playing, please email David Hayes at
dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com for more information. 

As always, if there is anything that we can be doing to 
better support your student, then please do not hesitate 
to ask. We WANT to be there for you and your child.

In Christ,
David Thompson
Student Pastor
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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ATTENTION GOLFERS!

HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR THE

ELEMENT GOLF TOURNAMENT?



Did you know Trinity now has two coffee 
options on Sunday morning? Along with 
our free coffee on 3rd floor, we now offer 
gourmet coffee and cappuccino for just 
$1 per cup in the 2nd floor commons area. 
Served Sundays from 8:30 - 11 AM.

Coffee
& Cappuccino

per
cup

$1

REMEMBER OR HONOR A LOVED ONE
Would you like to remember or honor a loved one? You may donate $50 to 
Trinity’s Altar Flower Fund and have this gift acknowledged in the Sunday 
church bulletin on ANY Sunday selected by the giver. Donations will be used 
to purchase flowers throughout the year. The beautiful altar flower arrange-
ments will be a blessing to those who worship at Trinity. 

You may also sponsor the weekly radio broadcast of the 8:45 AM service that 
airs Sundays at 9 AM on WAPI 1070. 
OPEN DATE FOR RADIO SPONSORSHIP IS SEPTEMBER 21.

For more information on altar flowers or radio sponsorship, contact Lisa 
Elliott in the church office at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com or 879-1737.
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LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE. 
Weekly sermons from both traditional and Contact worship services are available 
on the church website at: www.trinitybirmingham.com/worship/sermons/

1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 10:00 AM
You are invited to join this group in Room 114 
in the Nursery area... bring your little ones!
Questions? Email Kathryn at kathrb@gmail.com.



As of August 31, 2014
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:             MONTH   
Month to Date Revenue                               $248,081
Monthly Needs to Date                         $285,890
Balance/Shortage                          $(36,809)

Capital Debt Retirement / month             $11,973
Capital Debt Retirement / to date            $61,896

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

TAKE NOTE

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Cal and Laura LaGroue on the birth of their 
son, Graham Clayton LaGroue, on August 22.
• to Adam and Emily Israel on the birth of their 
son, Harrison Kent Israel, on August 26. Proud 
big sisters are Caroline Israel and Ann Israel.
• to Michael and Jennifer Mummert on the birth 
of their son, William Paul Mummert, on August 
27. Proud big sisters are Caroline Mummert and 
Catherine Mummert.
• to Logan and Stacy Hinkle on the baptism of 
this daughter, Nora Kathleen Hinkle, on 
August 31.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
UAB:                                        Dr. Bob Kynerd
BROOKWOOD:                    Barbara Morgan

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - September 7 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Coffee With The Pastors - LP
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
6:00 PM Element Tailgate Party
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
8:00 PM Men’s Basketball - GYM
Monday - September 8
6:30 AM Men’s Ministry Group - SDR
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
5:30 PM Finance Committee - SDR
6:15 PM Admin. Board Dinner - FHALL
7:00 PM Admin. Board Mtg. - WHALL
Tuesday - September 9
6:30 AM Element Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
10:00 AM Mama & Me - Nursery
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT

Wednesday - September 10
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 315
4:45 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL 

5:00 PM Kids Bells & Chimes - Rm. 225
5:30 PM Music in Motion - various
6:00 PM Children’s Choirs - various
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:00 PM Men’s Bible Studies - various
6:00 PM Boy Scouts - various
6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - MS
Thursday - September 11
8:00 AM Senior Exercise Class - FHALL 

3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
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IN MEMORIAM
Ralph Lane                                         August 26

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Dale Lane and family on the death of her 
husband, Ralph Lane, on August 26.

PLEASE NOTE:  Tidings publishes each week on 
Tuesday (except for the week of Christmas). The 
deadline for submitting information to be included is 
on Thursday, the week prior to the publish date. Please 
submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the 
printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed 
and mailed on Tuesday afternoon. Should you not 
receive your copy in a timely manner, please contact 
your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings 
is available each week on Tuesday at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings

Nursery Volunteers - September 7
Caroline Davis, Lucy & Gene Gilmore & Mindi & Stephen Perlis 

To volunteer, please contact Barry Smith at 879-1737,
email nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.
Or simply sign up in the nursery on Sunday! 

PARKING NOTICE:  Trinity members and guests 
should NOT park in the All Saints’ lot near Oxmoor Rd. Also, 
please do not block the dumpsters or areas that are marked as 
NO PARKING zones. Note that the small parking lot is reserved 
for handicapped, elderly and families with small children on 
Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings. Do not park in 
marked handicap spaces if you do not have an official 
handicap permit. Thank you.



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Sunday, September 14
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

This class is strongly suggested for visitors who are considering 
membership at Trinity. During this hour, prospective members and 
those interested will review the membership covenant one makes 

when joining the Trinity Family. Ask a Greeter to direct you!

Interested in joining Trinity? Join us...

Coffee with the Pastors
Sunday, September 7
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

                                   This is a casual time for guests to meet the pas-
toral staff. During this hour, you will learn about the mission statement 
of the church as well as Trinity’s core values. This is also an excellent 
time to ask general questions and learn more about the church family.

CWP is held the first Sunday of the month at 10 AM in the Parlor.

FIREHOUSE SHELTER VOLUNTEERS
Each week, Trinity members prepare and serve 
food to Birmingham’s homeless at the Firehouse 
Shelter. To learn more about this outreach op-
portunity, contact Nathan Carden at 879-1737, 
nacarden@trinitybirmingham.com.


