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If you are interested in the 2016 Holy Land Tour 
that will be led by our Pastors, Brian Erickson and 
Nathan Carden, you are encouraged to attend an 
upcoming Informational Meeting.

Holy Land Tour Information Meeting

Wednesday, September 2

6 PM in Wesley Hall

Holy Land
Classic

Join Rev. Brian Erickson & Rev. Nathan Carden

2016 Holy Land Tour 10 days 
February  1-10

Starting at

$3,998

www.eo.travel

For a brochure containing all trip 
details, please contact 

the church office, 879-1737.

September 16 

Hamburgers,
all the fixin’s, 

Fries & 
Ranch Baked Beans,

Fountain Drinks,
Ice Cream Sundaes

(Children & Adults)

 

 
$20.00 Family Max.

(or)
$6.00 per adult

$3.00 per child (9 and under)
$5.00 per senior adult
$5.00 Salad Bar option

Make a reservation online!
trinitybirmingham.com

4:45-6:15 pm  •  Fellowship Hall
September 16

Lil’ Lambs Fall Sale 
September 11 & 12

For details on the sale and for seller and volunteer registration, 
please visit www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs/

• New this season! Youth and Junior Sizes •



 WELCOME  TO  TRINITY
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, 
Grow people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the 
world and Glorify Christ.

Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services 
in the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a 
variety of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring 
music from the CONTACT Band, children are 
encouraged to attend. 

Sunday School & Nursery:
• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. + 
• Nursery provided during all services

Contact Us:

• Church Office:  879-1737
• Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Brian Erickson Senior Minister

Nathan Carden Minister of Contact Worship 
                                and Young Adults

Suzanne Pruitt Minister of Christian Formation
 
Bobby Scales Minister of Pastoral Care

Reid Crotty Minister of Pastoral Care

David Thompson Minister of Family & Youth

Robert Sturdivant Minister of Students

AUGUST 30 - ATTENDANCE
1,577 • Total Worship Attendance
889 • Traditional  |  555 • Contact

133 • Nursery
824 •  Sunday School Attendance

SERMON 
Rev. Brian Erickson

•
MUSIC 

8:45 - Sanctuary Choir
11 AM - Praise Alliance

•
MINISTER ON CALL

Nathan Carden, 863-0765

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 , 2015
FULL COMMUNION

8:45 & 11 AM  •  Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL

Rev. Nathan Carden

PERSONAL WORD
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also 
on behalf of those who will believe in me 
through their word, that they may all be one. 
As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 
may they also be in us, so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me.”
– John 17:20-21

While Methodism was born to be a con-
nectional ministry, most of our congrega-
tions operate quite independently of one 
another. We were built to work together, but 
over the years, we became isolated outposts 
rather than strategic partners. Empirical data 
over the last several years indicates that the 
churches who are experiencing the most 
growth, and making the most new disciples 
for Jesus Christ, are “multi-site” churches – 
one church in multiple locations.  The satel-
lite campuses may vary slightly in the details 
from the mother church, but they share a 
common DNA, and operate from a single 
vision. Many of these multisite campuses 
are churches that were formerly struggling 
to survive, who are then adopted into the 
program of a larger, healthy church. It turns 
out that connectional ministry still works.

Over the last year, clergy and laity from 
both congregations, along with our District 
Superintendent(s), have been gathering to 
discuss the possibility of Oakmont UMC in 
West Homewood becoming a part of Trin-
ity, and this past Wednesday evening, we 
concluded our second “listening session” 
for the proposed merger.  Oakmont’s love 
for Jesus Christ and their church has not 
diminished a bit over the last 60 years, but 

like many other congregations, their atten-
dance and giving has slowly declined. We 
recently brought in a third-party arbiter who 
deals in church administration to examine 
Oakmont’s financial stability, and his predic-
tion was that they have 18-24 months left 
if nothing changes. At the same time, they 
have a well-kept facility in the heart of West 
Homewood that is debt-free, a parsonage, an 
8.5 acre field, and a faithful group of Christ 
followers. Their total budget represents 
around 5% of Trinity’s overall budget, so the 
long-term financial impact to us would be 
minimal. Their location would give Trinity 
more room to grow in the fastest developing 
sector of our city, where many of our most 
active members already live.

To move forward with this, both congrega-
tions are required to take a “charge confer-
ence” vote (basically a written ballot by the 
Administrative Boards of both congrega-
tions), with Oakmont voting to become a 
part of Trinity and Trinity voting to receive 
Oakmont as a part of our church family.  
The most appealing time for those votes to 
happen would be September, as this would 
allow us to focus on the merger during our 
October stewardship campaign, while also 
building our re-launch team during the fall.  
The Oakmont campus would close for a few 
weeks in November for renovations (paid for 
by conference monies and Trinity support), 
and the new Trinity campus in West Home-
wood would open in January of 2016.

The Trinity staff and leadership have already 
been in conversations with churches that 
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CONTINUED...

EVERY 1ST SUNDAY of the Month
Meet  |  Enjoy breakfast in a casual setting with the pastoral staff. 
10 AM, Fellowship Hall

EVERY 2ND SUNDAY of the Month
Baptism  |   Enjoy a discussion to remember your baptism, learn about 
infant baptism, or explore adult profession of faith. 
10 AM, Fellowship Hall

EVERY 3RD SUNDAY of the Month
Methodism  |  Learn about the history, theology, and practices of the 
United Methodist Church. 10 AM , Fellowship Hall

EVERY 4TH SUNDAY of the Month
Belong |  Hear from staff and lay ministers on the membership vows 
and how to find your very own place of ministry at Trinity. 
10 AM , Fellowship Hall

EVERY 5TH SUNDAY of the Month
Tour  |  Join a Trinity member and others for an informational tour 
around the church campus. 10 AM, Fellowship Hall
 
We would love for you to join us, contact Shelley at 879-1737 or
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com.

   Next
Steps

A new track for our
Guests and New Members 
held every Sunday at 
10 AM in the 
Fellowship Hall.
Join us!

have successfully pioneered these mergers (includ-
ing several Methodist churches), and we have a clear 
vision for what Sunday morning would look like in 
both locations. We would not replicate everything 
that happens in Trinity at the second campus, but 
would strategically place ministries there that would 
most benefit the West Homewood area and comple-
ment what we already do well at 1400 Oxmoor 
Road. This has the potential to dramatically expand 
our facilities, our missional outreach, and our ability 
to make disciples without a capital campaign sized 
investment. But it will take prayer, faith, and a dose 
of courage.  

Over the last two weeks, I’ve been reminded that 
each congregation approaches this proposal from 
very different places. From the Trinity side of things, 
this is incredibly exciting, and it is easy to boil this 
down to numbers, plans, and probabilities. For Oak-
mont, this is a matter of the heart. For many long-
time Oakmont members, this is an incredibly painful 
decision to even consider, as it means, in many ways, 
the end of Oakmont as they’ve known it, while also 
holding out the possibility of reaching a new genera-
tion for Jesus Christ.   

At the last supper, Jesus prays for us. He asks his 
Father to help all his followers be one, because our 
unity is our best witness to what we believe. Our tes-
timony is in our togetherness. As these two families 
work to become one, I ask your prayers for our Oak-
mont friends who grieve, and wisdom for all of us as 
we seek to be one in Jesus Christ, and one in ministry 
to the world. May our Lord’s prayer be answered, as 
we seek to become one.

See you Sunday,
Brian

Trinity Q & A Session
Sunday, September 13 
10 AM - Sunday School Hour, Sanctuary

If you have questions or if you’d like to hear more 
about the possibility of Oakmont UMC in West 
Homewood becoming a part of Trinity, please plan to 
attent this Question & Answer Session.

Coming September 10
MOMentum is a group of women who will 
gather together to gain knowledge, share ideas, 
support each other, and seek God’s grace on the 
journey that is motherhood. Please join us as we 
tackle the issues that YOU are facing and enjoy 
fantastic speakers, discussion and fellowship.
The group will meet the second and fourth Thurs-
day of each month from 10-11:30 AM at Trinity 
UMC in Room 111. Childcare provided in the 
nursery at no cost to attendees.

Questions?
Sarah Paulk
(205) 478-2666
spaulk1@gmail.com

www.trinitybirmingham.com/adults/studies-small-groups-2/
MOMentum is listed under On-Going Studies

Register online!

SEPTEMBER 10
Speaker: Rondie Wilks
Owner of
livingfitonline.com
Topic: Healthy lunches 
for kids & healthy 
living for busy moms!



NEW AT TRINITY THIS FALL, BEGINS 9/16
Find Help, Discover Hope, Experience Healing

WEDNESDAYS  6-7:30 PM

You are not the only one, and you don’t have to go through it alone. Whether it’s a 
surprise or it’s been long in its unraveling, divorce is one of life’s biggest transitions. 
You are invited to join us in a caring community of people gathering to encourage 
each other in a faith filled environment as  you experience the journey of divorce. 

This 12-week course will cover:
The Road to Healing, Forgiveness, Facing Different Emotions, 
Financial Survival, New Relationships and more.

• Register Now! www.trinitybirmingham.com/adults/studies-small-groups-2/
• Leader: Ryane Clayton M.MFT, MFTA Marriage and Family Therapy Associate
• Begins September 16  |  Cost: $16

MISSION & OUTREACH
Magic City Miracle is September 27!
Team Leaders Needed
This annual event involves 1,000’s of people (young and old) throughout Birming-
ham working together in service with their neighbors. Currently, Trinity is in search of 
Magic City Miracle Team leaders who have the following skills: 
- Roof leak repair/ resurfacing  - Carpentry (specifically doors, door frames)
- Plumbing (installing toilets)  - Deep Cleaning
- Gardening/ Yard work   - Organization 
- Painting (indoors and outdoors) - Bouncy House jumping and face painting 
All team leaders will be asked to complete a site visit before the date of the event 
(September 27) determine and gather needed supplies, create a team, and communi-
cate with their group of volunteers. All interested team leaders please contact Kristan 
Walker at 879-1737 or kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com. 

Weekenders Backpack Program
Since the spring, we have raised over $27,000 for this new 
ministry and we have gathered 45 committed volunteers! 
Homewood City School counselors have worked with us 
to provide food for 56 students. We are also in the process 
of providing meals for 65 students at Hemphill Elementary 
School, which is located in the West End. Hemphill is ex-
cited to partner with us, and the Food Bank is thankful for 
the generosity of the people of Trinity. If you would like to 

contribute monetarily to this project, or if you would like to volunteer your time, please 
contact Kristan at 879-1737 or kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

Questions about Trinity’s Mission and Outreach programs?
Please contact Kristan Walker, Director of Outreach Ministries 
kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com, 879-1737
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Homebound 
Communion Servers

One Sunday of each 
month, Trinity mem-
bers gather to head out 
and serve communion 
to our homebound 
members. If you would 

like to join this group in serving in this re-
warding and meaningful ministry, contact 
Rev. Bobby Scales at 879-1737.

The next Sunday that the group will serve 
is coming up on
Sunday, September 13
Please meet in the Large Parlor at 12:30 PM 
for instructions and directions. This ministry 
is open to anyone – families, young adults, 
all are welcome to participate.

SEPTEMBER MEETING
Wednesday,

September 16, 6 PM
Room 325 • Baby Boomer 
Sunday School Class Room

Featuring Special Speaker,
Rev. Reid Crotty

“BEING SANDWICHED”

QUESTIONS? 
Contact Donna at 879-1737 or email

droose@trinitybirmingham.com.



5

student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

NO ELEMENT, 9/6
We will not have Element this Sunday night, September 6 due to Labor Day Holiday.  
I hope you get to spend quality time with your family.

TAILGATE THANK YOU!
A huge thanks to all the parents who helped out with the tailgate party on Sunday night.  
It was a huge success!  The food was great, the fellowship was wonderful the worship 
and the talk by Mike Lützenkirchen were spot on. Thanks be to God!  It was so great 
to see over 400 folks in attendance for this special night.  Mike wanted to be sure that 
we shared his email address with you so that you can reach out with any questions 
you might have. His email is: mwlutzen@gmail.com . Be sure to check out the Element 
facebook page to see all the great photos taken by Scott Butler.

ELEMENT CAFE, TUESDAY & THURSDAY
Element Café is this week on Tuesday and Thursday from 3-5:30 PM. Element Café is 
a wonderful alternative to going home and being bored. Come hang out with us, grab a 
snack, play some games and hang out with our staff and friends. All candy, chips and 
drinks are only 50 cents! Element Café is always a fun time, we hope your student will 
join us this week! New 6th graders are encouraged to attend!

PRAYER BREAKFAST, TUESDAY
Prayer Breakfast meets Tuesday morning! Be here in the cafe at 6:30 am to enjoy a 
delicious breakfast, and hear a great devotional! This is a fantastic way to start the day, 
and it is only $3. New 6th graders are invited to join us too. We hope to see you there!

FALL SIGNUPS
Your student can still sign up for FUSION, The Journey or Elementor on our website.  
These ministries will begin in September so be on the lookout for more information.

As always, please let us know if there is anything that we can do to partner with you 
in helping to raise your student in a relationship with Christ.  

David Thompson
Pastor of Youth and Family
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com

SEPTEMBER 
Sermon Series

Traditional  8:45 & 11 AM
Rev. Brian Erickson

Contact      8:45 & 11 AM
Rev. Nathan Carden

Walk/Bike/Carpool to Church 
Month is back! THIS OCTOBER!
 
Every Sunday in October, Trinity wants you 
to prayerfully consider how you get to our 
church building. If you live close enough, 
walk or bike. Need to drive? Pick up a 
neighbor on your way! Usually bring 2 cars 
from your house? Try just 1.
 
Take this chance to enjoy the upcoming 
fall weather, save some parking spots, walk 
& talk with your family and neighbors, use 
less gas, get some exercise, and partici-
pate in a church-wide event. 

Free T-shirts!
We even have free t-shirts for you to wear 
so you can walk or bike comfortably and 
help spread the word that Trinity cares 
about these things. If you’d like a shirt, con-
tact Amy Mezzell at amezzell@
trinitybirmingham.com.
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PACESETTERS
SEPTEMBER 9 - LUNCH BUNCH
LUNCH BUNCH resumes. No agenda. We will 
enjoy lunch with friends at Niki’s West. Leave 
Trinity at 10:30 AM

SEPTEMBER 16 - FLORENCE
The Hallelujah Trail continues as we travel 
to Florence, AL. We will visit beautiful old 
churches, historic Pope’s Tavern, the WC 
Handy Home and Museum, and enjoy lunch at 
Legends Restaurant in Florence. Leave Trinity 
at 7:30 AM.

SEPTEMBER 22 - PACESETTERS
Pacesetter Lunch will be held at 12 Noon on 
September 22 in the Fellowship Hall. Special 
speaker will be Kelly Kazek. Kelly writes for 
the Birmingham News (AL.com) and is the 
author of several books, mostly concerning 
unusual facts and places in Alabama. 

SEPTEMBER 24 - FLU SHOTS 
8 AM - 1PM in the Fellowship Hall, $20 Medi-
care and most other insurance accepted.

Save these Holiday Dates!
• December 3 – Christmas Lights at Huntsville 
Botanical Gardens
• December 10 – Christmas Tea, Fellowship 
Hall. All Trinity Seniors invited for good food, 
fun and holiday fellowship. 
• December 11 – Gaither Christmas Homecom-
ing Concert at 7 PM at the BJCC, $40.
• December 12 – Mooresville Holiday 
Progressive Dinner and Tour

For more info on any Senior Adult event, 
contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or alewis@
trinitybirmingham.com.

Sanctuary Choir... Join Us!
Membership in the Sanctuary Choir is open year round.  However, THIS time of the year is an espe-
cially good time to join the choir! Currently, we are hoping to increase the size of the choir in a very 
specific, numerical, voice part way. The request is to seek out 16 singers, divided equally, 4 Basses, 
4 Tenors, 4 Altos,  and 4 Sopranos. Any moderate level musician is welcome to come and speak with 
the Music Department. Just call the church office, 879-1737 or email Scott Robertson at srobertson@
trinitybirmingham.com or Jodi Haskins at jhaskins@trinitybirmingham.com.



As of August 31, 2015

GENERAL BUDGET:    

Month to date revenue                                     $294,695

Monthly needs to date          $310,226

Balance/shortage                             $(15,531)

Capital Debt Retirement gifts this month              $6,770

Capital Debt Retirement gifts year to date         $96,318

Balance owed on building debt                $0.00

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Jonathan and Meagan Fowler on the birth 
of their twins, Jonathan Wesley Fowler and 
Caroline Austin Fowler, on July 15.
• to David and Tina Thompson on the baptism of 
their daughter, Hadley Kate Thompson, on August 30.
• to Ed and Amy Druschitz on the baptism of 
their daughter, Scarlett Ellen Druschitz, on 
August 30.
• to Stephen and Krista Lutz on the baptism of 
their daughter, Eleanor Kathleen Lutz, on August 30.
• to Ken and Amy Schoenherr on the baptism of 
their son, Carson Fisher Schoenherr, on August 30.
• to Jason and Leigh Mathews on the baptism of 
their daughter, Ava Hayes Mathews, on August 30.
• to Benjamin and Lindsey Hinton on the bap-
tism of their daughter, Catherine Johns Hinton, on 
August 30.
• to Mark and Caroline Pridgen on the baptism 
of their son, Burke Thomas Pridgen, on August 30.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
UAB                                               Jerry Hooper
                                                           Jim Calhoun
EAST GLEN REHAB                 Edwina Pratt

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK

PLEASE NOTE:  Tidings publishes each week on 
Tuesday (except for the week of Christmas). The 
deadline for submitting information to be included is 
on Thursday, the week prior to the publish date. Please 
submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the 
printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed 
and mailed on Tuesday afternoon. Should you not 
receive your copy in a timely manner, please contact 
your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings 
is available each week on Tuesday at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings
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Sunday - September 6 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Next Steps - FHALL
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
Monday - September 7
Church Office Closed, Labor Day
Tuesday - September 8
6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 

9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
3:00 P M Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:00 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
6:30 PM     Young Adults (20’s) - NAT

Wednesday - September 9
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 

9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 304
5:00 PM Contact Music Practice - WHALL
6:00 PM     Men’s Study - 310
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
7:00 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - September 10
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 

9:15 AM Small Group Studies - various
10:00 AM MOMentum - Rm. 111
3:30 PM Element Cafe - Youth Area
Friday - September 11
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9 AM-3 PM    Lil’ Lambs Sale - GYM 

Saturday - September 12
9 AM-12 PM  Lil’ Lambs Sale - GYM

Trinity’s Seniors are on the go! Most of the day trips are taken during the week, with an 
occasional concert/play on a weekend. 5-6 volunteers who would be willing to drive 2 
or 3 times a year would cover this need. Senior Adult Ministry 
will pay all expenses for drivers on any field trips. Must be 70 
years old or younger. If you are interested in fulfilling this fun 
volunteer need, please contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or 
email alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

Our Senior Adults Need Volunteer Van Drivers

•  Children’s Ministry - Position Available  •
Trinity is seeking an Assistant Director of Children and Family Ministries. The Assistant Direc-
tor reports to the Director of Children and Family Ministries, and serves as an advocate for 
children and their families while enabling and encouraging spiritual formation through which 
they may become disciples of Christ. This a full-time position, with some flexibility in weekday 
hours, and required duties on Wednesday night and Sunday morning.  The Assistant Director 
of Children and Family Ministry assists the Director in implementing a comprehensive birth 
through 5th grade developmental ministry, including VBS, Sunday School, Nursery, Parents’ 
Day Out, Special Class and other Children’s programming.  The qualified candidate will have 
a heart for children’s ministry, strong relational skills, a Bachelor’s level degree (or equivalent), 
and experience working with children (on a professional or volunteer basis).  The Assistant 
Director will also demonstrate an understanding of childhood Christian faith development, and 
be able to minister to the unique needs of families with young children. Interested applicants 
should send a cover letter, resume, and two references to trinity@trinitybirmingham.com.

Find us on Facebook • Trinity United Methodist Church, Homewood 

Follow us on Twitter • @TrinityBHM
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SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug 

in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. 
Log on to:  http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer 

Parker Stech, Youth Ministry
Parker comes all the way from Southern Califor-
nia where he was a youth director at Saddleback 
Church. He also worked for a small company 
that created resources, such as games, videos, 
and graphics, for youth workers to use in their 
ministries all around the world. Parker loves 
to be creative and develops iPhone apps in his 
spare time. He loves his wife, Hollie, and their 
four kids, Bethany, Parker, Wesley, and Charlie. 

WELCOME NEW STAFF

Kate McKnight, Youth Ministry
Kate McKnight comes to us from Tennessee 
where she was a youth director in Nashville. 
After graduating from the University of Evans-
ville, she started pursuing her Masters in Youth 
Ministry from Memphis Theological Seminary. 
She loves relational time with students and is 
excited to start fulfilling God’s call for her in her 
life. She is ready for the wild ride in Element 
student ministry.


