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Still other seeds fell on good soil. 
It came up, grew and 

produced a crop, 
some multiplying thirty, 

some sixty, 
some a hundred times. 

Mark 4:8

wing

A day of celebration... 
On Celebration Sunday, October 28, the sanctuary was filled with beautiful fall flowers 
and beautiful music from the Sanctuary Choir, Trinity Orchestra, and Childrens’ Choirs.
On Sunday, we celebrated the remarkable things that God is doing through the ministry of Trinity 
and the growth that is occurring. In five years, Children’s Ministry has grown by 47%, our Music 
Ministry by 57%, and Student Ministry by an incredible 300%+. 
Trinity is growing in grace and generosity!

We were also reminded that if our ministry is to continue to grow, our giving must grow. At the 
end of the day, we had received 355 commitments, for a total of $1,610,496 – this represents 
an increase of 5.6% over these same commitments last year.  There are 657 commitments 
totaling $2,623,867 for the 2012 Ministry Budget, which means there are 302 commitments 
for this year still remaining to be heard from for 2013. Thus far, the majority of those who have 
responded have answered the challenge to grow their giving by 5-10%.  

If you were not able to be present on Sunday, you can make your Estimate of Giving by:
• Contacting Ann Neptune in the Finance Office: 879-1737, aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com
• Returning the Estimate of Giving card that was mailed to you 
• Logging on to www.trinitybirmingham.com/resources/general_fund/

The response of all of our faithful members is absolutely critical, to whether we will be able to 
continue to grow the work that Christ has given us. Please let us hear from you this week!

Celebration Sunday Report: (as of 10/29/12)

      2013  2012 Comparison

Commitments Received on Sunday:    355    396 
Total Committed:   $1,610,496 $1,732,185
Average Amount Committed:  $4,537  $4,374

Total Commitments Received:    355    657

In worship, we were re-
minded that we are called 
to do the sowing and God 
will do the growing. 

Remember to Fall Back!
Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 4.

Set your clocks back one hour
before bed on Saturday evening.

Children participated in a 
special Children’s Moment 

about sowing seeds and growing   
as a child of God.



On Saturday morning at 1:00 AM, I received an email from a parent of a student who at-
tends our Student Ministry.  This parent is not a member of Trinity, but she volunteered for 
the “After Game Party,” which Trinity hosted on Friday night along with other organizations 
in our community.  Between 200-300 students showed up.  

This is what she wrote...
Some specific things I wanted to share with you is the fact that  4 kids, 3 young men and 
1 young lady, thanked us for putting this on. I want to let you know about the eye con-
tact, the hugs, and the number of kids that knew one or more of the adults helping out. 
These kids get it...even subconsciously...that there are adults IN ADDITION to the ones at 
home who are watching them...celebrating them and wishing them safe rides home.

I appreciate Trinity UMC for providing the venue, the staff and the infrastructure and 
for the coalition of community folks that provided the support alongside.

We have been talking all month about the growth in our ministry at Trinity. This is only one 
example of the influence that this congregation is having. We have shared a lot of numbers 
with you – a 47% increase in the number of children enrolled, a 57% increase in partici-
pants in music ministry.  There is something biblical about this.  Jesus said that if we are 
faithful in sowing, God will provide a harvest, twenty, sixty, a hundred fold. We have seen 
that happen! God is faithful AND God needs our faithfulness.

Your will find the report for Celebration Sunday on the front page. If you were unable to be 
present on Sunday to complete and dedicate your Estimate of Giving for 2013 – please do 
so this week. You submit it through the church office by contacting Ann Neptune at 879-
1737 or email aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com. You can also submit your Estimate of 
Giving online at www.trinitybirmingham.com/resources/general_fund/
Prayerfully consider increasing your giving this year by 5-10%.   

I cannot stress enough how important each one of you and your response to giving is. 
We do the sowing and God does the growing!  

Still other seeds fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, 
some multiplying thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times. 
- Mark 4:8

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2012
ALL SAINT’S SUNDAY

8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

Recognition of All Saint’s Families
at the 8:45 AM service.

SERMON
Dr. Andrew Wolfe

• 
MUSIC
8:45 AM

Sanctuary Choir, Seeds of Faith,
Anna Underwood, Debby Holmes, Danielle Eggers

11:00 AM
Cross & Flame Youth Choir, Seeds of Faith,

Anna Underwood, Debby Holmes, Danielle Eggers
• 

MINISTER ON CALL

Nathan Carden, 863-0765

WESLEY HALL  •  11:15 AM
Rev. Nathan Carden

A LOOK AT OCTOBER 28

1,202 • Worship Attendance

843 • Sunday School Attendance

A PERSONAL WORD

The 8:30 AM worship service is broadcast via 
15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM and 100.5 FM.

information for guests & new members
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow people in 
Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – Traditional services in the sanctuary, 
offering same sermon and a variety of music.
•11:15 AM – CONTACT – a relaxed, informal, service in 
Wesley Hall featuring praise music from the CONTACT 
Band, children are encouraged to attend. 
•10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 years and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.

Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in the large 
parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet 
the pastoral staff, ask questions and learn more about the 
core values and mission of Trinity. 
We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a 
basic orientation prior to joining Trinity. It is offered on the 
second Sunday of each month. Contact Rev. Drew 
Holland at dholland@trinitybirmingham.com or call 
879-1737 with any questions.

Andrew Wolfe – Senior Minister
Suzanne Pruitt – Minister of Christian Formation
Drew Holland – Minister of Evangelism, Young Adults
Nathan Carden – Minister of Outreach, Contact
David Thompson – Minister of Students
Bobby Scales – Minister of Pastoral Care & Visitation

•Church Office:  205-879-1737
•Fax:  868-9714
•Care Line:  868-9709
•Child Development Center:  879-1749



OUR MISSION:
Glorify God as we

Gather people to Christ,
Grow people in Christ and

Go to serve Christ in the world.
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As a part of the design for the Prayer Garden and Columbarium, a Memorial Panel will be included. 
This will provide a place to honor and remember those faithful deceased members and loved ones 
who have served this church, but who are interred elsewhere. The Memorial Panel will be located 
inside the columbarium. The material will be limestone with the names etched into the stone. If 
you are interested in placing a name on the panel, please contact the church office for an ap-

plication. The cost is $500 
per name and available at 
a discounted cost of $400 
per name from now until 
November 30, 2012. This is a 
beautiful fitting way to remem-
ber those who have faithfully 
served this Church through the 
years and who are now a part 
of that great cloud of witnesses 
who surround and whose 
examples inspire us.

The Trinity Prayer Garden and Columbarium

Construction on the Prayer Garden and Columbarium has begun. It is located in the empty space 
between the East Narthex and Wesley Hall. Niches in the Columbarium are available for current and 
former members of Trinity and their families. We believe this service enhances our spiritual lives, 
provides a sacred place for meditation and remembrance, in addition to providing an internment 
option that is holy, respectful and economical. The Trinity Prayer Garden and Columbarium is a 
completely self-funding project through the sale of Columbarium niches, memorials and contribu-
tions by interested persons. 
Gift Possibilities
There will be several special features in the garden which are gift possibilities for honorariums 
or memorials. Among these are the fountain, two hand carved scripture tablets, and the prayer 
labyrinth. For more information about these gifts or more information about purchasing a Colum-
barium niche, contact Ann Neptune, Business Administrator at 879-1737 or email her at 
aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

MEMORIAL Panel

Hanging of the Green
Sunday, December 2  Trinity will observe the beginning of the Advent 
Season on Sunday evening, December 2 at 6 PM with a worship service of Hang-
ing of the Green and a program of sacred music of the season led by Trinity’s 
Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra. All are invited. Complimentary Valet Parking 
Service Available.



mission & outreach

THE ANGELS ARE COMING! NOVEMBER 4 & 11
Each year, our church provides Christmas gifts for hundreds of 
area children. Trinity’s Angel Trees will go up in the Main Nar-
thexes and at Contact on Sunday, November 4. Angels will be 
available that day and on the following Sunday, November 11.
Gifts should be returned to Trinity on Sunday, November 18 or 
Sunday, November 25. 

FESTIVAL OF THREE KINGS, DECEMBER 1 (the event 
where Angel Tree gifts are distributed to area families) is Satur-
day, December 1 and volunteers are needed! If you would like 
to help with the Festival, please contact Kristie McCullough at 
mccullough.kristie@gmail.com.

Please pray for your sponsored child throughout the season. 
And thank you for making Christmas special for God’s children! 

COR SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
Looking for an opportunity to make an meaningful impact in 
someone’s life? We have an Outreach opportunity for your 
Sunday School class, small group, or circle of friends on the 5th 
Thursday of this year, November 30, serving breakfast at (COR) 
Church of the Reconciler to our homeless neighbors. The 
responsibilities include purchasing the food (the church covers 
the cost), preparing the food on-site, and serving it. For more 
information, contact David Miller at dmiller5@bham.rr.com. 
Please prayerfully consider if God might be calling your group 
to join God’s work at Church of the Reconciler.

Have a question about Trinity’s Mission & Outreach? 
Please contact Rev. Nathan Carden at 879-1737 or 
email ncarden@trinitybirmingham.com.
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Thursday, November 8
6 - 9 PM

at
B & A Warehouse

1531 1st Avenue South

Tickets are $50 per person.

To purchase tickets or for more info, contact
Donna Burgess at donnaburgess@bellsouth.net

Tuesdays at 10:00 AM
Join this group in Room 114 in the 
nursery...bring your little ones.
Questions? Email Kathryn at 
kathrb@gmail.com.

Hands-On Hospitality
Two weeks ago, Trinity hosted families from Birmingham Hospitality 
Network. BHN is a non-profit organization that serves homeless fami-
lies as a family-unit. Not only are food and shelter offered, but through 
host congregations, BHN also helps in developing stable lifestyles.
For more info visit: www.birminghamhospitalitynetwork.com

Here’s what two Trinity volunteers had to say about their experience:
• The families are so nice! It is very easy to put myself in their posi-
tion and think “What would I do?” or “How would I handle the same 
circumstances?” I hope that I would have the sense of peace that they 
have. Each time I serve, I get a new, and renewed feeling of what it is to 
be one of Christ’s disciples!  - Ken Stalnaker

• One of our guests, Rosemary, had a really amazing story to share...she held me captive with her story for about 
an hour! Regardless of the many details of her story (too crazy to believe!) she has a heart for God, a great attitude 
about BHN, and is very thankful for her blessings. Thanks for the opportunity, we had a great evening with the 
three families that were our guests.  - Laura Eanes



A Homewood Community Thanksgiving Service
Sunday Evening, November 18  •  6 PM
Hosted by Trinity United Methodist Church

Wednesday
Supper

9/7 Menu:
“BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT”

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Fries

Also! 24 item Salad Bar & 2 soups

Dessert: Ice Cream Sundaes

•••••

$6/person • $3 /child (9 and under)

$5 Salad Bar 

$20 Family Max. (immediate family only)

4:45-6:15 PM
(Fellowship Hall)

Leave the cooking to us! Come eat and 
fellowship with your church family. 
Great meals at incredible prices! 
Meal Prices:
• $6/person, $3 /child (9 and under) 
• $5 Salad Bar option
• $5 Senior Adults
• $20 Family Max.(immediate family only)

Let us know you are coming...
make online reservations, and find 
weekly menus at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com.

Dinner will not 
be served 

on October 31!

11/7 Menu:
ADULTS: Chicken Divan, rice, 

small tossed salad, cookie

KIDS: Pizza, fruit, cookie, milk

•••••

Also! 24 item Salad Bar & 2 soups
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Childrens Choirs
will not meet

 on October 31.

It’s hard to believe that our first public 
preview service is only about two months 
away, on January 13, 2013. Save the 
date, and look for an announcement 
about the time and location. If you know 
someone who is not currently in church, 
who may have been hurt by church in 
the past, or who would resonate with 
our mission to reach sinners, saints, and 
skeptics, please refer them to us! 

We met on October 11 at the home of 
Bill and Dayna Orr, and began talking 
about what it means to share “Good 
News.” We also started some discus-
sions about the details of what we’ll be 
doing to get the word out in December 
and January. I’ve been pleased that at 
every meeting, we’ve had new faces. 
People are inviting others, which is the 
primary way Jesus grows the church. Did 
you know that nearly 70% of people 
who don’t go to church say they would 
if someone simply invited them? Do you 
know someone who may be waiting for 
your invitation? 

We have four small groups meeting now, 
one of which is a Bible study I’ve been 
leading in a local pub. The topic is “Your 
Vulgar Bible,” and it’s about the passages 

that seldom get preached and that few 
people know are even in the Bible. We 
talked about Saul’s profane insults in 1 
Samuel 20:30 and Paul’s strong language 
to the Galatians and Corinthians. The 
idea behind this study is to reach folks 
who may not have a high view of scrip-
ture and to engage them with stories and 
rhetoric that mirror the lives of real hu-
man beings and to encourage them to ask 
critical questions. I love to hear people 
say they find such an approach “refresh-
ing” and “exciting” when they hear alter-
native interpretations of scripture. 

We’ll also be starting a Financial Peace 
University class on Tuesdays beginning 
January 8. Again, if you know anyone 
who would resonate with the mission of 
our new church or would like to learn 
how to manage their money better, 
please refer them to me! My email is 
dave@saintjunia.org, and our church 
phone is 205-202-0680. 

Thank you so much for your continued 
prayers and support!

Peace,
Dave Barnhart

SAINT JUNIA CHURCH UPDATE:        From Dave Barnhart
October, 2012

Mid-Week YOUNG ADULT Opportunities! 
- YOUNG ADULTS, MARRIED, 20’S & 30’S • Tuesday night small group for young couples 
without children. Meet at various homes on a rotating basis. Begins at 6:45 PM. Contact Drew 
Holland at dholland@trinitybirmingham.com for more info.
 
- YOUNG ADULTS, SINGLE & MARRIED, 30’S • Tuesday night small group for young adults 
in their 30s (single and married).  Meet in Trinity’s small dining room (first floor near the 
fellowship hall) at 6:30 PM for a free meal, followed by study. Contact Eric Rogers at eric@
progressiveal.com for for info or nursery reservation.

- YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, 20’S • Tuesday night small group for those in their 20’s who are 
out of college and not married. Meet at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott at 6:30 PM for a free 
home cooked dinner. Studies/mission projects begin at 7:10 PM. Contact Lisa Elliott at 
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com for more info.

11/14 Menu:
ADULTS: Chicken pot pie, fried okra, 

corn pudding, slaw, cookie
KIDS: Macaroni & cheese, chicken

nuggets, fruit, cookie
•••••

Also! 24 item Salad Bar & 2 soups



pacesetters news
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 • BIRMINGHAM MUSEUM 
OF ART: HYDOCK RETURNS FOR ROCKWELL “Behind 
The Covers: Norman Rockwell as Storyteller” an original 
performance by Dolores Hydock. $15, includes exhibition 
admission. We will leave the church at 1:30 PM.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18 • DILL PICKERS CHRISTMAS 
Join us for a Dill Pickers Christmas Performance at Virginia 
Samford Theater. This performance is sold out. We will 
leave the church at 2:00 PM.

NOVEMBER 27-29 • CHRISTMAS IN NASHVILLE
Sign up now for the Trinity Travelers Christmas Trip.
Highlights: Wildhorse Saloon, Barbara Mandrell’s Fontanel 
Mansion, Upper Room Chapel/Night of the Child Nativ-
ity, Nashville Tour, Opryland Hotel, Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular with the Rockettes, Nashville Nightlife Dinner 
Theater, Chaffin Barn Theater (Lunch and Holiday Musi-
cal). There is still time to sign up for this great Nashville 
adventure.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4 • UAB ORCHESTRA EVENT
The UAB Symphonic Orchestra Christmas Concert will be 
held on December 4 in the Sanctuary at 2:00 PM. This is 
always a wonderful performance by the UAB music stu-
dents. All are invited to come start the Christmas season 
on a high note with these talented young musicians.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 • ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA
Don’t miss the Senior Adult Annual Christmas Tea. This is 
always a festive event. The Fellowship Hall is decorated 
for Christmas, the table is set with sumptuous Christmas 
Tea (more like a Christmas Feast!). What a wonderful 
time to fellowship with friends and enjoy food and music. 
Come share warm memories of another great year togeth-
er with Trinity friends. Fellowship Hall, 2:00-4:00 PM.

For reservations or more information on any event listed 
above, contact: Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or email 
alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.
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A Night in Bethlehem 
event returns 
to Trinity on 
December 9.

Mark your calendar, and 
plan to attend this 
special holiday event.

If you missed the all-
volunteer meeting on 
October 22, but want 
 to be a part of the
NIB team, contact 
Karen Smith at 879-
1737 or email ksmith@
trinitybirmingham.com.

A Night in Bethlehem is a fun-filled Christmas event for all ages.



Sunday - November 4
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
10:00 AM Sunday School 
10:00 AM Coffee With the Pastors - LP
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:15 AM CONTACT Worship - WHALL
4:15 PM Youth Handbell Choir - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Confirmation
5:00 PM High School Youth Choir - MS
5:00 PM Middle School Element - Haven
6:00 PM Youth Snack Supper - Haven
6:30 PM High School Element - Haven
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:15 PM Adult Handbell Choir - Rm. 225
7:00 PM Middle School Youth Choir - MS
8:00 PM Men’s Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - November 5
6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study B’fast - FHALL
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
6:30 PM SPRC Meeting - CONF
Tuesday - November 6
6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - GYM
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
10:00 AM Mama & Me - Nursery
11:00 AM Soup & Salad - FHALL

3:30 PM Element Cafe - Haven
5:30 PM Trustees Meeting - CONF
6:30 PM Young Adults 30’s - SDR
Wednesday - November 7
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 315
4:45 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL
5:15 PM Children’s Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Children’s Choirs - various
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:45 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - November 8
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - GYM
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
9:00 AM Adult Studies - various 
3:30 PM Element Cafe - Haven
Friday - November 9
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - GYM
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer

Nursery Volunteers November 4
Robin Peterson, Lindsay Booker

•••
Nursery volunteers are needed each Sunday. To volunteer, 

please contact Kim Skelton at 879-1737 or email 
nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.

take note

highlighted events this week

congratulations
• to Rachel and Jason Waters on the birth of their 
son, Hampton Aaron Waters, on October 28. Proud 
big sister is Charlotte Waters.

 

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

in the hospital
ST. VINCENT’S                              Walter Anderson 
                                                             Rachel Waters

PLEASE NOTE: Tidings publishes each week on Tuesday (except 
for the week of Christmas). The deadline for submitting informa-
tion to be included is on Thursday, the week prior to the publish 
date. Please submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the printing com-
pany each Monday at Noon. It is printed and mailed on Tuesday 
afternoon. Should you not receive your copy in a timely manner, 
please contact your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings 
is available each week on Tuesday at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings
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As of October 29, 2012
GENERAL BUDGET:                                            2012
Given Month to Date:                                   $199,674 
Avg. Needs to Date:                                       $257,277   
Balance/shortage:                         $(57,603)

SAY AMEN Gifts this Month:                         $38,510
SAY AMEN Gifts to Date:                             $395,785

Note from Treasurer: Questions about church 
finances, income or expense? If you wonder how 
funds are received or expensed, the financial books of 
Trinity are open to any member, contact Ann Neptune 
at 879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

treasurer’s report

TRINITY BOOK GROUP • Wednesday, November 28 
Do you like to read, share, discuss, even question? Join us on 
Wednesday, November 28 to review The Beginner’s Goodbye, a novel 
by Ann Tyler.  Leo Wright will lead this session.  Read and meet on 
Wednesday evening, from 6:00 to 7:00 PM in the Small Parlor.

Don’t forget to wear 
your name tag...

on Sunday mornings or anytime you are 
attending or representing Trinity! 

This is a great way to provide hospitality 
to our guests, and to help us get to know 

one another better. If you don’t have a 
name tag, contact Lisa at 879-1737 or 

lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-

lished weekly, except Christmas week, 

by Trinity United Methodist Church, 

1400 Oxmoor Road, Birmingham 

(Homewood), AL 35209-3998. Period-

icals postage paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address chang-

es to: Tidings, Trinity United Method-

ist Church, P.O. Box 19069, Birming-

ham, AL 35219-9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity: Worship 8:45, 11:00 & 11:15 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Interested in joining Trinity? Join us...

Coffee with the Pastors
Sunday, November 4
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

                                   This is a casual time for guests to meet the pastoral 
staff. During this hour, you will learn about the mission statement of the 
church as well as Trinity’s core values. This is also an excellent time to 

ask general questions and learn more about the church family.
CWP is held the first Sunday of the month at 10 AM in the Parlor.

Sunday, November 11
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

This class is strongly suggested for visitors who are considering 
membership at Trinity. During this hour, prospective members and 
those interested will review the membership covenant one makes 

when joining the Trinity Family. Ask a Greeter to direct you!

PARKING NOTICE: Please do not block the 
dumpsters or areas that are marked as NO Parking 
zones. Also, please note that the small parking lot is 
reserved for Handicapped, elderly and families with 
small children on Wednesday evenings and Sunday 
mornings. Thank you.

CONSTRUCTION SAFETY NOTICE:
Construction has begun on the Prayer Garden. 
Please do not use the front, inner sidewalk between 
Wesley Hall and the Sanctuary. This area, as well 
as the center front lawn should remain clear and an 
alternative route should be used due to safety.


