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Special Stewardship Issue
Every Gift Counts
If we’re honest, stewardship campaigns can
sometimes feel like going to the dentist. You
know that it is necessary and it’s probably good
for you, but that doesn’t mean you look forward
to it.
But that’s not how the Bible talks about giving.
In scripture, the idea of giving is never presented as a dreaded necessity – instead, the Bible
describes generosity as pure joy. The prophet
Malachi describes tithing as an uncorking of
God’s overflowing blessing. Paul goes so far
as to say that God loves a cheerful giver, and
the letter of James makes it clear that every act
of generosity has its source in the very heart
of God. God’s math does not work like ours –
somehow, the more we give of ourselves, the
more we will have in the end.
That means that when we don’t give, it’s not so
much a financial issue as it is a spiritual problem. Don’t get me wrong, the church needs
funds to support ever-growing ministries, but
the most important work we do together as a
church family is to help one another grow more
like Christ. Generosity begets a whole slew
of virtues like gratitude and contentment and
peace – in other words, to give is to become
more like Christ.
We don’t just give because we’re grateful,
sometimes we’re grateful because we learned
to give.
Over these last several months, a group of
church leaders has been praying about and
discussing ways to effect change in the way
we talk about stewardship. We’ve talked honestly about the number of members who don’t
give at all, the ones who give a tip rather than a

tithe, as well as the folks who sacrificially support the ministries of Trinity. We’ve talked about
our dreams for the future, and about what God
could do through us, if the hearts and minds of
our church family were suddenly set free by a
spirit of Christ-like generosity.
In this issue of Tidings, you will see the fruit of
those discussions and prayers. Every page of
this newsletter is filled with stories of generosity
– stories of lives changed, hearts transformed,
disciples made, and prayers answered. Our
hope is that as you read these poignant stories, as you study the budget numbers and the
impact of our ministries, you would see that
every gift counts.

Every gift counts because every gift is a

sign that God is still at work in the world.

Every gift counts because it’s only to-

gether as a church family that we can
accomplish the mission Christ has laid
before us.

Every gift counts because genuine grati-

“Every good
and perfect gift
is from above.”
- James 1:17a

tude never comes from accumulating
more, but from learning to give like the
One who gave it all.

Changing the world starts with one heart at a
time, choosing to live differently. Read about
what’s been happening at Trinity, study these
pages that follow, and then take a moment to
pray about the gift God is calling you to give.

Brian Erickson

Senior Pastor Designate

www.trinitybirmingham.com/resources/stewardship-2015/

CELEBRATION
SUNDAY
October 26

• WORSHIP INFORMATION •

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2014
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays
on WAPI-1070 AM.

SERMON
Rev. Brian Erickson

•
MUSIC

8:45 AM
Praise Alliance
11:00 AM
Sanctuary Choir

•
MINISTER ON CALL
Bobby Scales, 746-4547

Every Gift Will Make A Difference
2015 will be my 30th year as a member of Trinity. As a youth, college student, young adult, husband and father, I have always been very aware of
and thankful for the gifts that God has given to my family and me through
Trinity. Now, as a parent of two children, the oldest of whom is the same
age I was when I joined Trinity, it is a wonderful experience to see how
our children are receiving the gift of Trinity in their lives.

Through all of these experiences, it has been important to our
family to ensure that we are giving back in return so that
Trinity can continue to provide to others as we have received.
More recently, Mary and I, like many of you, have been fortunate to be
able to serve God and Trinity in Lay Leadership roles through volunteer
opportunities, committees, Trustees and Administrative Board, of which I
am currently Chair. Our participation and service in these roles has given
us opportunities to see how broadly Trinity is benefitting our congregation
and beyond. As with the miracle of the fish and the five loaves, Trinity is
able to combine the gifts from each of us to give back to thousands and
thousands of people across our local and global community.
I am sure that each of you can think of many gifts that Trinity has given
you and how they have made a difference in the lives of those around
you. Please keep these in mind and prayerfully consider what gift you
can give back to Trinity.
Every gift matters, every
gift is important and every
gift will make a difference.
Chris Kramer

Administrative Board Chair

8:45 & 11:00 AM

Rev. Nathan Carden, WESLEY HALL

Prayer Service
OCTOBER 25

6 PM • SANCTUARY
Every venture in the life of the church should begin
in prayer. As we prepare for Celebration Sunday,
we invite you to join us for a 30 minute time of prayer
on Saturday evening, October 25 at 6 PM.

Every Gift Counts
No Matter What Your Age
My name is Matt Hooper, and I am a Millennial.
The latter is significant because currently, hundreds
of analysts are arguing over and wringing their hands
about folks like me. They claim that Millennials – those
of us born between 1981 and 1995 – are not generous. Trends indicate that they are ambivalent to charity. And, doggone it, practically no one knows how to
reach them.

Trinity has grown because of your gifts...
• Element Student Ministry has increased by 322%, s
with an attendance of over 200 on Sunday evenings.
In a 12 month period, Trinity reached 943 individual students
(up by 150 from 2013). This ministry has grown from 2 weekly
Bible studies to 14 weekly Bible studies.
• Participation in summer youth mission programs s
has increased. In 2005, 27 students participated and in 2014
225 participated in either SOS or ARM student mission trips.
• Children’s Ministry enrollment has grown by 52%, s
from 470 to 715 children.
• Small group studies have increased s
growing by 30% since 2013.
• Participation in local & international mission trips s
has increased. Over 275 youth and adults served
on mission trips in 2014.

worship attendance is growing
• Overall worship attendance has grown by 8% this year.
The average Sunday worship attendance total is 1,415.
• Summer worship attendance grew by 21%
with an average Sunday attendance of 1,188. (2013 avg: 981)
• The Contact worship service has grown significantly with
an average Sunday attendance of 459. (2013 avg: 232)

As we move into our stewardship campaign – #everygift, for the hashtag-literate – we celebrate the growth
we have seen over these past several years. We
are not only growing in number, but we are growing
younger.

The average age of our new members is 36. This age
represents the front-end of that Millennial curve.
The truth is that Millennials are just as generous as
their forebears. But, before they give of their money
or time, they do their homework. They want to draw a
line between their gift and a positive outcome. In short,
they want results.
I encourage every Trinity member – Millennial or otherwise – to look around during the month of October
and see the results of past generosity. When you pick
up your child at the nursery, that’s a result. When the
saints at Church of the Reconciler serve a hot meal to
Birmingham’s least and lost, that’s a result. In Zambia,
when locals draw clean water from a well dug by Trinity hands, that’s a result.
The fact is that this campaign is vitally important to
the life and ministry of our church. It is a determining factor in establishing the scope of our ministry. In
short, it determines results. A lot of people are counting on us, here in Birmingham and across
the world. And, so,
we are counting on
you…no matter what
year you were born.
Matt Hooper

Stewardship
Committee Member
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EVERY GIFT COUNTS
because genuine
gratitude never comes
from accumulating
more, but from learning
to give like the One
who gave it all.

God Working In Each Of Us
On Saturday, June 21, 2014, a random group of Trinity and non-Trinity members left as the
June Panama Mission Team. On Sunday, June 29, a fellowship of God’s servants returned to
Birmingham having experienced God’s love and grace not only in the construction of buildings, but also having seen Him in the construction of lives for His Glory.

TAG YOUR POSTS
#everygift

During October, we invite you to be on the
lookout for God’s gifts. Where do you see
God at work in the church? Where do you
see Christ-like generosity around you?
We are building a social media scrapbook
around these holy moments. Tag your
posts on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram
with #everygift as a way of sharing stories
of generosity with other Trinity folks and
the community. Every Gift Counts!

Despite the heat and other unexpected inconveniences, I saw God working in each of us,
teaching us lessons of humility and servitude, reminding us daily of our surplus of “silver platter” blessings that we take for granted. I also became acutely aware of God’s presence that
completely consumed everything where we were in Panama. I developed new and lasting relationships with people I thought I would never meet but now will never forget! I’ve come home
reassured, encouraged, recharged, and with a greater expectation to hear the voice of God.
Cel Bailey | June Panama Mission Team Member

In 2014, Trinity will give over $600,000 beyond the walls of our own church.

People I Now Call Friends In Faith
Three years ago I took the plunge and signed up for Disciple1. I thought, no
more excuses, just do it. I am so thankful I did, because I have met so many
people that I now call friends in faith. My wife, Alana, also signed up and we
are now doing our third Disciple study. I was fortunate to have Bob Boyce as
a teacher and to share his amazing knowledge of history and of the Bible.
The Bible just came alive during our study. You could actually feel the people
going through their struggles in life and see how God is faithful and keeps his
promises to them.
One of the benefits of Disciple Bible study is to apply what you learn to your
daily life. I have been able to understand how the Old Testament connects
to the New Testament, how the Bible is as timeless and as relevant today
as when it was written. I have also learned a lot about our church services,
history and traditions. Most of all, these studies prepare us to fulfill our main
mission, which is every Christian’s responsibility, to share the good news of
Jesus Christ our Savior with others - to Gather, to Grow, to Go and to Glorify.
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Danny Bass | Disciple Bible Study Leader

Seated: Rhonda Rush, Alana Bass, Sharon Burg, Beth Sanders
Standing: Frank Vines, Jason Garrette, Andy Robinson, Danny Bass,
Sam Poteat, Bill Rush

Small group studies have increased s
growing by 30% since 2013.

The Gift Of Service Children’s Mission Camp, Summer 2014
I just wanted to thank you
for all you did for Mission
Camp this week. Jack
was totally dreading going
because he said he didn’t
“want to do all that work.”
Once I showed him the list
of things you were doing,
he seemed a little more interested, but definitely was
not that excited.

However, the past three
days have been so good
for him and he really enjoyed the projects that you
did for the church and the community. I think it’s so important for our kids to have a sense of
service and be able to serve in the community even at 10 or 11 years old. He even said he
wished the camp went all week. It definitely helped that he was with his friends, but he was
truly excited and animated telling me the different things he did each day.
I want to thank you and all of your staff for providing such a great, unique opportunity for Jack
and the other kids involved in Mission Camp. Thank you for making it enjoyable and making
such service a positive experience.
Rachel Briese | Jack’s Mom

Angel Tree Tradition, Lesson In Giving
As with most families, Christmas in our house is a time tradition. One of our
favorites is the Trinity Angel Tree. Every year, Pam and I would participate, but
after Maddie was born, the Angel Tree took on a whole new meaning. Each year
we picked the name of a girl who was Maddie’s age. We would go over the list
and she helped with shopping. We often used that experience as a teaching
point through the year...“remember when all Baby So and So wanted was a
warm coat?”

Growing In Faith
I grew up at Trinity and I treasure the
sense of belonging that my time in the
Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry
gave me. I knew I wanted to find a group
that would allow me to continue to grow
in my faith and provide me with opportunities for service and fellowship as a
young adult.
Getting plugged in to the young adult
small group on Tuesday nights has provided me with all of those things and it
has been a blessing in my life. It has
been both encouraging and reassuring
to spend time with other Christians who
are in similar seasons of life - single,
starting out in careers and building lives
as individuals.

Through this small group, I have been
able to deepen my roots in the faith
and I have been challenged to stand
firm in my beliefs.
Through frequent hands-on mission
projects with this group, I have been
given the opportunity to serve others
and have learned more about various
ministries within Trinity and the greater
Birmingham area.
Lydia Smith | Young Adult

One of my other traditions was to take Maddie on rounds in the NICU. She
loved seeing the babies, asking their names, and drawing them a picture hoping
they got better. A few years ago, we were making rounds just before Christmas
and she became very sad. She realized the babies were not going home for
Christmas and wanted to make sure they received a toy. So we bought 70 little
stuffed animals, stuffed them into bright red bags, and carried them to Children’s
on Christmas morning. Maddie was just beaming as she handed each toy to a
parent or nurse.
She still asks about some of those babies by name to this day. It was a small
investment to teach the importance of caring for all of God’s children.
Reed Dimmitt | Maddie’s Father

A gift of $200 provides resources for
one week of Young Adult Ministry.
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Where Do My Gifts Go?
Welcoming Ministries
Adults

Missions

Confirmation Blessing

My daughter and I both participated in Confirmation last year and it was
such a blessing. I remember participating in Confirmation at my home
church as a 6th grader. It was an important part of the foundation of my
spiritual journey.
As a parent, it was important to me that our family actively participate
in our daughter’s Confirmation process, supporting her, and seeing her
experience the beginning of her spiritual journey, just as I did years ago.
Seeing Confirmation from the inside out helped me to understand the
hard work and dedication of our church staff as they minister to our kids.

Trinity’s Ministry Budget

It was wonderful to see God working in the lives of the kids as they
looked forward to all the wonderful opportunities ahead, especially entering the Trinity youth department. I did not anticipate how much Confirmation would impact my life as an adult volunteer. I am so thankful to
have had the opportunity to participate.
Megan Hensarling | Parent

Students

Worship
Children

A gift of $140 provides resources for one
student participating in Confirmation.

Administration

Budget Goal: $3,773,000

Confirmation was a fun way to grow closer to God.

Sen iors in

Hannah Hensarling | Confirmand

Discovery Weekend attendance is s
up for both middle school and
high school students. This year,
over 515 youth attended.
A gift of $20 per student provides
Discovery Weekend resources.

High School DISCOVERY Weekend, August 2014
A Home Away From Home
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I wanted to take some time to thank you for all the work you put in to
making High School Discovery so memorable. This was one of the
best Discovery Weekends I have been part of. I came away from
the weekend feeling challenged, motivated and encouraged to really look at my life and figure out how I can put love into action and
live the life of the Samaritan.

years at Trinity I have seen how. I’ve grown and changed through
my involvement with Element. Element has given me a home away
from home and the relationships I have formed here mean the world
to me. My relationship with Christ has strengthened more than you
know and I can’t wait to see how it will continue to grow during my
last year here. Thank you for everything you’ve done for me.

This was my last High School Discovery and during the lantern service I was overwhelmed to the point of tears. Element Student Ministries has changed my life in so many ways and looking back at my

Savannah Wright | Student

Your Giving Makes A Difference
A Gift Of:

$20

– defrays the cost of one student
for Discovery Weekend

$37

– makes it possible for one child to
attend VBS

$47

– provides mailing and printing
costs for Tidings for one household per year

Why turn in an
Estimate of Giving?
It is important to complete an
Estimate of Giving card:
• So that our church can faithfully plan for ministry.
• In order that we can grow spiritually. Jesus said
“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be.”
Jesus taught that giving is a way of setting our
priorities on God.
• John Wesley wrote that “money is a gift of God
that provides us the opportunity for doing good.”
Through our gifts, we share the story of Jesus
and bring about good in the world.

$90

– provides complimentary coffee for
one Sunday morning

$140

– underwrites the cost of
Confirmation for one student

$150

– sends one child to Day Camp

$192

– purchases one week of
materials for Children’s Sunday School

$350

– provides resources needed for
Children’s Handbells

$564 – provides utility costs for one day

What is expected of us?
“A tithe (tenth) of everything from the land…
belongs to the Lord, it is holy to the Lord.”
Leviticus 27:30
The tithe, 10% of our income, is the Biblical
standard for giving and represents a worthy
goal. If we are not tithing, we can begin with a
percentage of our income that is small enough
to reach, but big enough to stretch us. We can
commit to growing that percentage each year.
If we gave 4% last year, stretch that to 5% this
year. The point is that we start somewhere
by giving at a proportion of our income that
expresses our commitment to Christ.

$1,557 – provides nursery care for
children for one week

$8,000 – supports one child for a
year in Trinity’s Special Class

$8,800 – provides resources for
Youth Summer Choir Tour

How do I turn in an
Estimate of Giving?
You may mail or deliver your card to the church
office or drop it in the offering plate on Sundays.
You may also submit it privately online:
trinitybirmingham.com/resources/pledging/
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You are invited to join us for

on

Oct.

26

LUNCH

Celebration Sunday

Sunday, October 26
•

Two seatings available:
11 AM & 12 Noon

•

Served in the GYM

complimentary • Catered by Full Moon BBQ
Make a reservation @ www.trinitybirmingham.com

menu: Chopped pork, BBQ chicken (pickles, chow-chow, sauce & buns)
green beans, macaroni and cheese, famous Full Moon chocolate chip cookies,
sweet & unsweet iced tea

Celebration Sunday
We will consecrate our gifts and
commitments during worship on

Sunday, October 26.

After services, we will celebrate
with a churchwide lunch.
Two seatings available:
11 AM & 12 Noon
Make plans to join us and
please make a reservation
through your Sunday School class
or online at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/resources/
celebration-sunday-lunch-reservtions/

