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This coming Sunday, we will do something 
rather unusual. At 6 PM on November 23 in 
Trinity’s sanctuary, we will gather with Chris-
tians of other denominational persuasions for 
worship. Now, to be fair, this happens to some 
extent every Sunday morning. We are always 
blessed with visitors who come from some 
other theological tradition, but our communi-
ty-wide Thanksgiving service is an opportu-
nity to remember that our church is a part of a 
greater whole.

There will be Calvinists there, and Baptists.  
Episcopalians, at least three flavors of Pres-
byterian, and Roman Catholics will be in 
attendance, as well as a healthy slew of folks 
not ready to sign up for any particular team.  
There will be Christians there who love sing-
ing hymns, and Christians who don’t know 
what to do with a hymnal. There will be folks 
who believe in things like transubstantiation 
and predestination, as well as folks that don’t 
know their Apostles’ Creed from their big toe.  

Please consider bringing a 
non-perishable food item that 
will be donated to Greater 
Birmingham Ministries.

Nursery Provided.

Rev. Brian Erickson

will deliver the 

Thanksgiving message.

PERSONAL WORD

Continued on page 2.

HANGING OF THE GREEN SERVICE
November 30   |  6:00 PM   |  Sanctuary
Trinity observes the first Sunday in Advent with a special service known as Hanging of the Green. 
This traditional evening worship service of scripture, prayers, liturgy and music will be held on 
Sunday, November 30 at 6 PM. It will feature music by the Sanctuary Choir, Trinity Orchestra and 
Seeds of Faith. There is no charge for the event and the public is invited to attend. 
NURSERY PROVIDED.

[ Complimentary valet parking service available. ]

First Sunday ofAdvent, November 30
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INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

SERMON 
Rev. Brian Erickson

Series: “Home For The Holidays”

 •
MUSIC

8:45 AM 
Trinity Brass, Scott Brooks,

Sanctuary Choir

11:00 AM 
Trinity Brass, Scott Brooks,

Cross & Flame Youth Choir
• 

MINISTER ON CALL
Brian Erickson, 410-8583

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden

NOVEMBER 16 - ATTENDANCE
  1,518 • Total Worship Attendance
 885 • Traditional   |   570 • Contact

63 • Confirmation Retreat

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2014
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

Traditional: 885
Contact: 570
Confirmation retreat: 
63
Total 1518

When we try and say the Lord’s Prayer together, you’ll know the Presbyterians 
when they say “forgive us our debts.” Try not to stare.

Like any other family gathering, there is awkwardness when the people of God 
gather.  Truth be told, we don’t do it often enough, so that on the rare occasions we 
are in the same room, it’s easy to be more aware of our divisions than our common 
devotion.  But we are family, all the same.  Despite our differences, we gather to 
proclaim that what binds us together is much more potent than anything that keeps 
us apart. 

I also think that worshipping with believers of other pedigrees can help us better 
understand ourselves.  We get so used to doing things our way, that when a guest 
shows up for the holidays, we forget how much of this has all become routine for 
us.  And in becoming routine, sometimes our ritual has also lost some of its trans-
formational power.  Being with folks that kneel and pray and sing and preach in 
different ways is not just a healthy introduction to the variety in Christ’s Church, 
it’s also a wake-up call to pay more attention to the power we invoke every time 
we worship together in our home church. 

It’s also particularly fitting that we will celebrate Thanksgiving together on Christ 
the King Sunday, the last Sunday of the Christian year.  We call it “Christ the 
King” Sunday because we want to send a clear message to the world about whose 
hands we are ultimately in.  The church around the world declares that Jesus’ 
power is greater than any earthly power.  The Church united sends a bold state-
ment on the last Sunday of the Christian year, saying, “Do what you will, but Jesus 
Christ will have the final word.”  Jesus is the King of all kings.  We don’t proclaim 
Jesus to be the head of any particular denominational group, but Lord of heaven 
and earth, which includes the whole dysfunctional family of God.  

It can be hard to be family during Thanksgiving.  It’s awkward and sometimes 
uncomfortable.  But it’s always worth it.  I hope you will come back to church on 
Sunday night to worship with your distant cousins in the faith, as we proclaim a 
shared hope, trusting that, in the end, our differences will disappear, but the King 
who unites us will stand as Lord of all.

See you Sunday.

Continued from front page.
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HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug in 
to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. Log on to 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0844aaad238-topten   

If you have questions about ways to use your gifts in service, 
contact Laura Eanes at leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.

Sermon Series

With the holidays approaching, some of us 
are already filled with joyful anticipation at 
the prospect of spending time with loved 
ones. Others of us are filled with sour dread 
for the same reasons. 

If anticipating holiday time spent with your 
family brings a knot to your stomach, the 
story of the popularly named “Prodigal Son” 
in the Gospel of Luke reveals you are not 
alone. But this story always witnesses to 
how a gracious God can heal wounds of be-
trayal, selfishness and estrangement. 

Church wide series concludes
November 23.

All services  •  8:45 & 11:00 AM

How do I return an Estimate of Giving?
Thank you to the 596 families and individuals who have joined in making a gift 
commitment for 2015. If you have not had the opportunity to return your 2015 
Estimate of Giving card, you may mail or deliver it to the church office or drop it 
in the offering plate on Sundays. You may also submit it privately online: 
trinitybirmingham.com/resources/pledging/

Questions about your pledge? Contact Ann Neptune in the Finance Office, 
call 879-1737 or email aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

Every Gift Counts

60 children made a 
joyful noise in 
Contact worship
on November 16.

Trinity’s Children’s Choirs will present their annual Christmas 
programs in just a few weeks.  All are invited to attend!

December 7 1st-5th Grade Choirs
December 10 3K-5K Choirs
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PACESETTERS
DECEMBER 2 - UAB WIND SYMPHONY BAND
The Symphony Band and the Wind Symphony Band of UAB 
will present a special concert of Christmas music in the gym 
from 2-3 PM on December 2. Make plans to attend!

DECEMBER 11 - ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA
The annual Senior Adult Christmas Tea will be held in the 
Fellowship Hall from 1:30 - 4:00 PM on December 11. Come 
and enjoy wonderful food, fellowship, music and a special 
video featuring our older adults at Trinity.  

For more info on any Senior Adult event, please contact Amy 
Lewis at 879-1737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

MISSION & OUTREACH

Return Angel Tree Gifts November 23 & 30
If you selected an Angel to sponsor this holiday season, 
please remember that their gifts will be collected on 
November 23 & 30. 
Volunteers are needed to
help collect the gift bags.
To sign up, contact Cassie Cates
at 205-515-9311 or email
cassidy.dempsey@gmail.com.

GIFTWRAP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
SATURDAYS, December 13 & 20
The Family Promise of Birmingham (formerly BHN) 
Gift Wrapping Booth will open the Friday after 
Thanksgiving in Brookwood Mall. A talent for wrapping 
is not required! This is a family-friendly opportunity and a 
great way to give back and experience the true meaning of 
Christmas. You may also support the cause by having your 
gifts wrapped at the booth if shopping at Brookwood Mall. 
Trinity is in charge of wrapping gifts on Saturday, Decem-
ber 13 & 20. 3-hour shifts are available on these dates. For 
specific shift times and for more volunteer details, contact 
Jamie Fitzwater at 205-441-4062.

Festival of Three Kings, December 6
This event is held to allow families of sponsored Angels 
to receive their gifts. It is a Christmas-filled day that gives 
Birmingham area kids in need a morning of games, prizes, 
shoes, snacks and more. This year’s festival is Saturday, 
December 6. To volunteer please contact Cassie Cates at 
205-515-9311 or cassidy.dempsey@gmail.com.

The Trinity Singers are now “Ringers!” Handbells are 
now a part of this enegentic group’s music rehearsals. 
Trinity’s Senior Adult Choir meets each Tuesday morn-
ing at 10 AM in the Music Suite. Anyone who loves to 
sing, and ring, is invited to join. For details contact 
Amy Lewis at 879-1737.
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Finding the Sacred in Everyday Life
A Spiritual Spa Morning with storyteller Dolores Hydock

Saturday, February 7, 2015
Treat yourself to a “faith-lift” at a Saturday morning spiritual spa! Take a break 
from the noise and worries of the world for just a few hours, as storyteller 
Dolores Hydock helps us find the sacred in everyday life with stories that will 
uplift your smile muscles, massage your soul, exercise your emotions, stretch 
your imagination, and strengthen your spiritual core. Tickets are $22 (includes 
a box lunch) and will be on sale next week. Watch Tidings for details.

Save the Date for a special UMW event



 

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or)  
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult
    - $5.00 Salad Bar option

Please let us know you are coming! 
Make a reservation online at 
www.trinitybirmingham.com

menu - November 19
• ADULTS: Baked chicken, rice, 
steamed broccoli, roll, cookie
• KIDS: Chicken legs, rice, steamed 
broccoli, cookie, milk

note!
DINNER WILL NOT BE 
SERVED ON NOVEMBER 26

menu - December 3
• ADULTS: Taco Bar, beans, rice, chips, 
cheese dip, cookie
• KIDS: Soft taco, beans, rice, chips, 
fruit, cookie, milk
* Menu subject to change.

DEC. 3 is the last Wednesday 
Supper of the semester.

Make a reservation & find menus at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com

food & fellowship

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall

student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

TURKEY BOWL, 11/23 - This Sunday, November 23 is our 7th Annual Turkey Bowl 
at Weygand Field in West Homewood. The Turkey Bowl is a boys vs. girls flamingo 
flag football game that is so much fun for everyone. ALL students (6th -12th grades) 
are invited to join us. The middle school game will kick off at 2 pm and the high 
school game begins at 3 pm. We hope that you will come out to cheer on your stu-
dent!  We will be serving hot chocolate and fun. Please note that we will NOT have 
Element later that night.

PRAYER BREAKFAST - Be here in the cafe at 6:30 am on Tuesday to enjoy a 
delicious breakfast from Chick-fil-a and hear a great devotional from Paul Selden. 
We will also have hot chocolate for the students to grab on their way out the door as 
they head to school, AND have a shuttle to the middle school so the students do not 
have to walk in the cold! This is a fantastic way to start the day, and it is only $3. 

ELEMENT CAFÉ MEETS THIS WEEK, TUES. & THURS. - Element Cafe is open 
on Tuesday and Thursday from 3-5:30 PM. This is a wonderful alternative to going 
home and being bored. Come hang out with us, grab a snack, play some games and 
hang out with our staff and friends. All candy, chips and drinks are only 50 cents! 
Element Cafe is always a fun time. We hope your student will join us this week!
 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - A lot of our Fusion groups meet 
in the Haven on Wednesday nights and eat dinner in the Cafe. If you are willing and 
able to help serve on Wednesday nights in order to free up our staff and Fusion 
leaders, let David Hayes know. Email him at dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com.

ARM MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP - Registration is now open. July 19-24. 
Please note this is a little different than years past. It is a Sunday through Friday trip 
and, due to the extra day, the cost of the trip has gone up slightly. The total cost will 
be $235, and a $100 deposit is due by December 1 to reserve a spot. This trip is 
open to any middle school student and high school students are welcome to be lead-
ers! To register go to http://elementstudentministry.com/arm/. 
 
SOS HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP - It is already that time of year to reserve 
your student’s spot for SOS. Go ahead and mark your calendars for July 5 -11 and 
register your spot now at http://elementstudentministry.com/sos/.  As always, there is 
limited space on this mission trip so please sign up today!

SABBATICAL – Beginning this Thursday, November 20 I will be leaving for a one 
month sabbatical. If you need any information or have any questions about what is 
going on at Element please contact Robert Sturdivant rsturdivant@trinitybirming-
ham.com or David Hayes dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com and they will help you out.  
I would love any prayers you can offer my way during this time as I seek renewal, 
discernment and get some space to think and write. Thanks!

In Christ,
David Thompson
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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A new Advent Study, “Not A Silent Night” 
by Adam Hamilton, will begin Tuesday.

Are you in your 20’s (ish)? 
Are you out of college?  Are you not married?  

Are you interested in a small group study?  
If so, join us on Tuesday night at 6:30 PM at the 

home of Mark and Lisa Elliott. 
(4168 Memorial Park Circle Hoover, AL 35226)

A free home cooked dinner is served at 
6:30 PM. Bring a friend!

Questions? Contact Lisa Elliott at 879-1737 or 
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

Young Adult ADVENT STUDY

You are invited to join us...

Don’t forget to wear 
your name tag...

on Sunday mornings or anytime you are 
attending or representing Trinity! 

This is a great way to provide hospitality to our guests, 
and to help us get to know one another better. 

If you don’t have a name tag, contact 
Marie Pasco at

mpasco@trinitybirmingham.com.
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IN MEMORIAM
We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Matthew and Katie Elliott on the recent 
death of his mother, Jeanette King. She was also 
the grandmother of Reynolds Elliott. 

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Sherry Northington Fua on recently being 
awarded the Courage to Care Award from the Ida 
V. Moffett School of Nursing at Samford Uni-
versity. This award attests to Sherry’s character, 
educational achievements and continuing service 
in various areas in the field of medicine. She is 
the wife of Cosby Fua and daughter of 
Gene and Cindy Northington. 

                                                  

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
LAKESHORE:                       Scott Robertson

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK

PARKING NOTICE:  Trinity members and guests should 
NOT park in the All Saints’ lot near Oxmoor Rd. Also, please do 
not block the dumpsters or areas that are marked as NO PARKING 
zones. Note that the small parking lot is reserved for handicapped, 
elderly and families with small children on Wednesday evenings and 
Sunday mornings. Do not park in marked handicap spaces if you 
do not have an official handicap permit. Thank you.
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Sunday - November 23 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
2:00 PM Turkey Bowl, Youth - NAT

4:00 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS
5:00 PM Confirmation - various
6:00 PM Thanksgiving Service - SANC

6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
8:00 PM Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - November 24
6:30 AM Men’s Ministry Group - SDR
6:00 PM TCDC Board Meeting - CONF

Tuesday - November 25
6:30 AM Element Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM

6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT

6:30 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR

Wednesday - November 26
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 315
4:30 PM NO Wednesday Supper
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various

6:00 PM Men’s Bible Studies - various

7:15 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
Thursday - November 27
THANKSGIVING DAY
Church Office Closed
Friday - November 28
Church Office Closed

Nursery Volunteers - November 23
Wendy & Paul Blaszyk & Suzanne Vickers

Nursery Volunteers - November 30
Kimee Duck, Lauren Latham, Laura Vinson & Sarah Wessel

To volunteer, please contact Barry Smith at 879-1737,
email nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Please enjoy complimentary coffee served on the 3rd floor (in two 
areas) during the Sunday School hour. Additional coffee bar areas 
include the Fellowship Hall and the Family Life Center hallway on 
1st floor. Questions? Contact Laura Eanes at 879-1737 or  
leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.

Enjoy
Coffee
on Sundays

Complimentary Coffee Served

Sunday, December 14
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

This class is strongly suggested for visitors who are considering 
membership at Trinity. During this hour, prospective members and 
those interested will review the membership covenant one makes 

when joining the Trinity Family. Ask a Greeter to direct you!

Interested in joining Trinity? Join us...

Coffee with the Pastors
Sunday, December 7
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

                                   This is a casual time for guests to meet the pas-
toral staff. During this hour, you will learn about the mission statement 
of the church as well as Trinity’s core values. This is also an excellent 
time to ask general questions and learn more about the church family.

CWP is held the first Sunday of the month at 10 AM in the Parlor.

LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE. 
Weekly sermons from both Traditional and 
Contact worship services are available at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/worship/sermons/


