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The Angels are Coming! November 15 & 22
We invite you to sponsor a child this Christmas. Trinity’s Angel trees will be up
this Sunday and next Sunday in our common areas.
Gifts will be collected at Trinity on November 29 & December 6.
Volunteers are needed to help distribute the Angel
gifts at Festival of Three Kings that will be held
on Saturday, December 12 from 10 AM - 3 PM.
To sign up to help, contact Cassie Cates at
cassiedcates@gmail.com.

What if the way we do Christmas,
what if the way we worship over these
next two months, actually keeps us away
from Jesus? What if God sent the greatest
gift of all into the world, and we missed it
because we were too busy celebrating it?
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Traditional Worship
Sermon Series continues

November 15 & 22
Rev. Brian Erickson
8:45 & 11 AM | Sanctuary

Listen to the Sunday, November 8 sermon... log on to www.trinitybirmingham.com

OAKMONT
INTEREST
MEETING
This Sunday

Donate a wreath in honor or in memory of a loved one
The Flower Committee will purchase live wreaths to be hung
in the Sanctuary on the first Sunday of Advent, November 29.
These wreaths will remain in the Sanctuary for the remainder
of Advent. The cost of each is $50. One Advent wreath will
also be available for $35. If you would like to donate a wreath
in honor or in memory of a loved one, please contact Lisa
Elliott before November 20 at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com
or 879-1737.

November 15
10 AM - Mouat Chapel

All are invited to attend
this meeting!
See inside on page 4
for more information.

PERSONAL WORD
Pastor’s Report as presented to the Administrative Board on November 9, 2015.

NOVEMBER 15, 2015
8:45 & 11 AM • Sanctuary
The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays
on WAPI-1070 AM.

SERMON
Rev. Brian Erickson
Series: Advent Conspiracy
•
MUSIC
8:45 AM - Children’s Handbells
Won Cho, Sanctuary Choir
11:00 AM - Children’s Handbells
Won Cho, Praise Alliance
•
MINISTER ON CALL
Rev. Reid Crotty, 305-1591

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL
Rev. Nathan Carden
NOVEMBER 8 - ATTENDANCE
1,412 • Total Worship Attendance
788 • Traditional | 447 • Contact
105 • Nursery
789 • Sunday School Attendance
72 • Confirmation Retreat

“Everything is awesome.”
The Lego Movie
This has been an incredible year in the life of Trinity, and it’s hard to believe all of
this happened in just twelve months! We have fed hungry children, built homes,
visited the sick, proclaimed the gospel, praised God in song, welcomed the stranger,
and grown collectively in our faith.
We began 2015 by launching our “Hey Neighbor” campaign, an effort to engage
our members in local ministry throughout their neighborhoods. This included new
church-wide branding, the purchase of a bouncy house for block parties, and our
Connect Sunday, where members make their service commitments for the coming
year. These efforts have led to more adult baptisms in one year than in the previous
decade combined!
Worship attendance has grown across the board, and I’m thrilled to say we have reversed a seven-year decline in traditional worship attendance. While we grieve Scott
Robertson’s stepping away from leadership in our music ministry, I am so grateful
for Jodi Haskins and our many dedicated musicians for the ways they have stepped
up to the plate in Scott’s absence. One of the key decisions made in the next several
months will be the selection of a new leader for our music program.
Another key transition in our staffing has been the announced retirement of Ann Neptune, who has served this church family in such a remarkable way for over two decades. Ann’s talents for leadership, conflict resolution, and remembering every detail
that ever happened are surpassed only by her gracious, Christ-like spirit. The SPRC
engaged in a lengthy search process to find someone who could step into Ann’s role,
and we are so grateful to have added Laura Ellis to our team, who has already hit the
ground running.
Early in the year we identified some “gaps” in our new member integration, and
Laura Eanes and Shelley Brockwell went to work identifying other churches that do
this well. Beginning this past summer, we launched our Next Steps program, where
visitors are given a weekly opportunity to meet the staff and clergy, learn about what
it means to be in a church, as well as how to be involved here in Trinity. The last few

WELCOME TO TRINITY
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• Nursery provided during all services
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Nathan Carden

Minister of Contact Worship
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Sunday Worship Opportunities:
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encouraged to attend.
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continued...

months have attested to the fruit of this work, as we have received some incredible new families to the church, many of whom
are already plugged into ministry.
Despite some staff vacancies, the children’s ministry has reached out to families with kids in new and creative ways, including
movie nights, intergenerational service opportunities, and worship experiences. Plans are underway for a family worship service
that would allow parents and kids to share together in a meaningful and engaging experience.
Our student ministry, Element, continues to reach a new generation of believers for Christ. They make me want to be a teenager
again. Through Fusion small groups, incredibly creative Sunday night gatherings, and immersive mission experiences, Element
is changing the lives of students and their families. One of the richest blessings of my ministry was the experience of baptizing
several young men during the Discovery Weekend this past Spring.
Through a thriving Sunday School program, older adult ministry, and discipleship development model, participation in both
small groups as well as Wednesday night programming has been steadily growing. We’re also excited that a number of “missional” groups being launched in the past twelve months—these are small groups made up of a few Trinity members along with
several non-church folks.
Our outreach ministry has dramatically expanded, with the addition of a full-time Outreach Director as well as a part-time
International Missions Coordinator. We’ve not only adopted every hungry child in the Homewood Elementary School system,
we also have done the same for West End’s Hemphill Elementary. We are now looking for ways for our outreach program to
deepen relationships with our existing service partners, with a special focus on the West End neighborhood and our partnership
with Urban Ministry. Love does!
Trinity is richly blessed by a remarkably young group of members and visitors, especially relative to the Methodist Church as a
whole. This means we are continually working to think through ways in which we might be a truly inter-generational church.
Our young adult ministry, led by Nathan Carden and Lisa Elliott, is thriving through small group interactions and discipleship.
Lisa reports:
Since we began participating in the young adult study ministry back in the spring of 2010, between 175-200 young adults have
walked through the door of our home, have eaten dinner at one of our tables and have studied together. Many of those have
found a place to belong. At least 20 of those have become full members of Trinity. The group averages about half members and
half non-members. Our average attendance for most studies is between 20 and 25 people. The most we have ever fed/seated/
studied together was 31. There have been at least two professions of faith from the group – persons who had never before said
yes to Jesus!
A huge part of this past year was celebrating the ministry of Andy and Dawn Wolfe, and I cannot begin to list all the people that
helped to coordinate such a wonderful send-off. The Wolfes’ legacy in this place will be felt for a long time to come, and I am
grateful for the opportunity to follow such a gifted pastor and leader.
The most dramatic ministry development has been the unanimous vote on the part of both Oakmont and Trinity’s administrative boards to merge. As I write this, architects and contractors are putting together proposals to re-invent the Oakmont facility
to welcome a new generation of Christians. Reverend Jack Hinnen’s appointment to Oakmont has been an incredible blessing
both to these congregations, as well as the West Homewood community, and we are working towards a January 2016 re-launch.
I so appreciate the ways that David Thompson, in his new role as Executive Pastor, has helped to lead us forward in this exciting
endeavor.
I know that most of my ministerial colleagues would love to have enough ministry to match even one of these efforts, and I have
hardly scratched the surface of all the things Trinity is engaged in for the cause of Jesus Christ. I do not take this blessing lightly,
and daily give thanks for the chance to be a part of such a special place. God is at work in and through the people of Trinity
United Methodist Church!
Respectfully submitted,
Brian Erickson
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Oakmont Update
A second Oakmont interest meeting will be
held at 10 AM in Mouat Chapel this coming
Sunday, November 15. This meeting will help
answer the questions about what you can do to help
God’s Kingdom grow in West Homewood. Hopes,
dreams, and logistical questions are all welcome.
Beginning Sunday, November 22, this 10 AM time
slot will shift to a “Launch Team” training.
As mentioned before, Oakmont UMC will hold
it’s last service this Sunday, November 15. The campus will begin a Chrysalis time on November 16. The campus will “go dark” during renovations to prepare for what will come in January 2016. On Oakmont’s last Sunday, November
15, Trinity folks will come and serve lunch to Oakmont folks to celebrate our
future together and share beautiful stories of Oakmont’s history. After all, we
are Methodist and getting together over food in Christ’s name is what we do
best. If you’d like to serve your neighbors and friends at Oakmont on November
15, please contact the church office.
Perhaps most exciting is the progress that’s being made with the planned renovations to the Oakmont facility. The lead contractor and lead architects met last week to
determine next steps, so that we can be permitted and ready to start work as soon as
the Chrysalis period begins. We have set aside around $250,000 of Trinity’s budget to
do the initial renovations, which won’t cover everything, but will get us a great start.
Our goal is to make sure that the building looks as welcoming as the heart of the
church inside, with special attention to the outside appearance and children’s/nursery
areas. The conceptual drawings are stunning, and also keep many of Oakmont’s current architectural features while also making it look modern and inviting. When we
have a finalized drawing, it will be shared.
Blessings,
Rev. Jack Hinnen

Watch Tidings for more updates on plans for Trinity’s new Oakmont campus.

CONTACT WORSHIP
Series continues...
November 15 & 22
Rev. Nathan Carden
8:45 & 11 am
Wesley Hall
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Owning Our Sin and Finding God’s Redemption

N ext

Steps
A new track for our guests and new
members held every Sunday at
10 AM in the Fellowship Hall.

Join us!
EVERY 1ST SUNDAY of the Month
Meet | Enjoy breakfast in a casual
setting with the pastoral staff.
10 AM, Fellowship Hall
EVERY 2ND SUNDAY of the Month
Belief | Enjoy a discussion to remember your baptism, learn about infant
baptism, or explore adult profession of
faith. We will also discuss communion
and the sacraments of our faith.
10 AM, Fellowship Hall
EVERY 3RD SUNDAY of the Month
Methodism | Learn about the history,
theology, and practices of the United
Methodist Church.
10 AM , Fellowship Hall
EVERY 4TH SUNDAY of the Month
Belong | Hear from staff and lay
ministers on the membership vows and
how to find your very own place of
ministry at Trinity.
10 AM , Fellowship Hall
EVERY 5TH SUNDAY of the Month
Tour | Join a Trinity member and others
for an informational tour around the
church campus.
10 AM, Fellowship Hall
We would love for you to join us. if you
have questions, please contact
Shelley Brockwell at 879-1737 or
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com.

A 6-week Bible study for young adults in
their 30’s, singles and couples, began Tuesday,

November 3, led by Pastor Nathan Carden.
Not too late to join! Topics will be “What it means
to be saved,” “Why bad things happen to good
people,” and “The Afterlife.” We will gather for a
meal at 6:30 pm in the Small Dining Room and
conclude the study by 8 pm. Questions? Contact
Lindsay Hembree at lhembree99@aol.com.

food & fellowship

STEWARDSHIP 2016
Stewardship Report:

(as of 11/8/15)

						2016		

2015 Comparison

Commitments received through Sunday:
Total committed:				
Average amount committed:		

604 		
$3,137,853
$5,195		

594
$2,804,195
$4,721

Commitments for ongoing capital needs:
						

98		
$77, 940

142
$137,107

How Do I Return My 2016 Commitment of Giving?
There are several ways to turn in your pledge:
• Turn in your pledge card on any Sunday by dropping it in
the offering plate.

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall
$20.00 Family Maximum (or)
- $6.00 per adult
- $3.00 per child (9 and under)
- $5.00 per senior adult
- $5.00 Salad Bar option
Please let us know you are coming!
Make a reservation online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com
		

menu - November 18

• ADULTS: Roasted pork loin, whipped
potatoes, steamed broccoli, cookie
• KIDS: Hamburgers, chips, fruit, milk
* Menu subject to change.

• Submit your pledge conveniently and privately online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com/love-does-stewardship-2016/
• Deliver your pledge card to the church office at any time
during the week... or mail it to the Business Office
Trinity United Methodist Church
Attn: Ann Neptune
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209
• Simply contact Ann Neptune or Laura Ellis at 879-1737
or email aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com,
lellis@trinitybirmingham.com.

Help Us Get To 800!

Currently we have received a total of 604 pledges, including some from our brothers and sisters at Oakmont UMC, totaling just over 3.1 million dollars! Our average
pledge has increased by more than 7%, and we already have 112 brand new,
first-time pledges. This is a remarkable start! But we have a long way to go.
Our prayer has been that we would receive 800 pledges - approximately 200
more than we currently have in hand. With over 3,500 members at Trinity, this is a
very reachable goal, but it starts with each family making the decision to step up
5
to the plate. We simply cannot do this without your help.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
JJ and Whitney Thomas
115 Morris Blvd., Homewood 35209
The Thomas family joined Trinity by vows from
another Christian denomination. JJ is a recruiting
manager and Whitney works for HealthSouth.

Judd and Sarah Lasater
889 Delcris Drive, Homewood 35226
The Lasater family joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. Judd works for
Advisor’s Capital Management. They have a
daughter, Caroline (1).

Glen and JoAnna Merchant
3025 Dolly Ridge Road, Vestavia Hill 35243
The Merchant family joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. Glen is a building official for Mtn. Brook and Jo Anna works as a
CRNA at Princeton. They have four children, Jay (8),
Noah (5), Dean (2) and Graham (1).

Brian and Carlye Dudgeon
211 Woodland Drive, Homewood 35209
The Dudgeons joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. Brian is a doctor at Greenvale Pediatrics. They have three children, Libby (9),
Grant (6) and John Brewer (4).

Jay Price
303 Devon Drive, Homewood 35209
Jay joined Trinity by profession of faith. He is a program director for Lockheed Martin and is married to
Trinity member Patti Price.

Jess Mann (not pictured)
302 Clermont Drive, Homewood 35755
Jess joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist Church. He is a
dentist and is married to Trinity member Brittany Mann.
John Marvin & Sarah Anderson (not pictured)
1628 Woodfern Drive, Homewood 35209
The Marvin-Anderson family joined Trinity by vows from another Christian
denomination and transfer from another United Methodist Church. He is an
engineer and she is a doctor at UAB Hospital. They have a daughter, Hannah
Jane (1 month).

Attention Ladies!
Soup for the Soul |

November 15

Soup for the Soul returns this month. Our UMW
Circles will make 300 quarts of soup that will be sold
on a first come first serve basis on Sunday morning,
Nov. 15 before and after worship services. Soup will
sell for $10 a quart and there will also be breads,
corn muffins and other savory items for sale.
If you have
questions or if you
would like more info
about UMW,
please contact
UMW President,
Cel Bailey at
umwpresident@
trinitybirmingham.com.
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A Special Evening of Thanksgiving

November 16

All are invited to the UMW Special Missions Dinner
on Monday, November 16 at 6 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Every year, the UMW recognizes those
individuals who have gone above and beyond to
promote mission and activities in our church and
community with a Special Missions Award. This
year’s event will also include a special World Thank
Offering and General UMW meeting. Dinner is
$6.00 and non-UMW member reservations can be
made by emailing Billie Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net. UMW members need to email their Circle
Chair for reservations. Dinner reservation deadline
is Tuesday, November 10.

Pat and Mary Esther Carpenter
640 Rumson Road, Homewood 35209
The Carpenters joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination and transfer from another
United Methodist Church. Pat is the general manager
of MarJac Poultry.

PACESETTERS
Pacesetters have two great
Christmas trips planned!
December 3-4 - Huntsville Christmas Tour

Tour includes lunch, guided tour of historic homes
beautifully decorated for Christmas, tour of Weeden
House, visit to historic Harrison Brothers Hardware
Store, Huntsville Botanical Garden’s GALAXY OF
LIGHTS, and the fabulously decorated trees on the
Tinsel Trail. Accommodations at the Embassy Suites
downtown include a buffet breakfast and Manager’s
Reception. Transportation on deluxe motor coach. Cost
is $175.00 person/double. Balance due November 5.

December 12 - Mooresville Holiday Tour

You are invited to join us on Saturday, December
12, for the Mooresville Holiday Home Tour and
Progressive Dinner. We will leave from Trinity at
12:00 Noon / Arrive at 2:00 PM at the 1821 Stagecoach Tavern in historic Mooresville. The leisurely
walk around town is less than 1 mile. Decorated
houses and shops will be open, 2:00 to 6:00 PM.
Salad in the 1839 Brick Church. Entrée in the festive
town square prepared by Food Fite of Decatur. Coffee Bar and dessert at the Peebles’ Barn. Music at
the 1839 Brick Church. Various shops will be open
for Christmas shopping, with goods including handmade bath products, artwork, homemade candy, and
home furnishings. Cost is $90 for dinner, tour and
transportation. Contact Amy Lewis for reservations.
879-1737 / alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.
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HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - November 15
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
8:45 AM-12 Noon Soup Sale - Kitchen
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Next Steps - FHALL
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
4:15 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS
5:00 PM Confirmation - various
6:00 PM Element - Haven
6:00 PM Disciple I Study - Rm. 323
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
8:00 PM Men Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - November 16
12:00 PM Senior Adult Activities
5:00 PM UMW Executive Mtg. - FSR
6:00 PM UMW General Mtg. - FHALL
Tuesday - November 17
6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Senior Adult Lunch - SDR
3:00 P M Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:00 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
CFT
FSR
CONF
SANC
FHALL

Craft Room–143
Fireside Room–145
Conference Room–220
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

LIB
NAT
LP
SP
HAVEN

6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
Wednesday - November 18
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 304
4:45 PM Wednesday Dinner - FHALL
5:00 PM Children’s Music & Activites
6:00 PM Trinity Book Group - SP
6:00 PM Men’s Study - 310
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
6:00 PM Yoga - FSR
7:00 PM Contact Music Practice - WHALL
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
7:15 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
Thursday - November 19
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
9:15 AM Small Group Studies - various
11:00 AM Senior Adult Lunch - SDR
3:30 PM Element Cafe - Youth Area
6:00 PM Reasonable Faith - Rm. 219
Friday - November 20
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
10:00 AM TCDC Thanksgiving Feast FHALL & GYM

Library–218
Not at Trinity
Large Parlor
Small Parlor–105
Youth Auditorium

IN THE HOSPITAL
BROOKWOOD
BROOKDALE REHAB

Dick Scholl
Jim Pratt

IN MEMORIAM
We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Nancy Walburn on the death of her mother,
Nancy Carr, on November 6. She was the
grandmother of Meg and Leo Bashinsky and the
great-grandmother of Max and Anna Bashinsky.
• to Martha and Russ Ehrhardt on the death
of her brother, John H. Donnell, on
November 2.

CONGRATULATIONS

• to Ann Browning, Director of TCDC, on the birth
of twin grandsons on November 4.
• to Kyle and Katie Duett on the baptism of their
son, Henry Gughes Duett, on November 8.
• to Jonathan and Meagan Fowler on the baptism of their children, Jonathan Wesley Fowler
and Caroline Austin Fowler, on November 8.

TREASURER’S REPORT
As of November 8, 2015
GENERAL BUDGET:		

CHAPEL
MS
WHALL
SDR
FLC

Mouat Chapel
Music Suite–132
Wesley Hall
Small Dining Room
Family Life Center

Month to date revenue

$178,717

Monthly needs to date		

$122,391

Balance/shortage

$56,326

Capital Giving this month

$18,255

Capital Giving year to date

$125,250

Balance owed on Debt / Prayer Garden

$298,500

Note from the Treasurer:
Questions about church finances, income or
expense? If you wonder how funds are received
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at
879-1737, aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

Tree of Remembrance

A Christmas tree was placed in the east narthex breezeway
overlooking the Prayer Garden on All Saints Sunday, November 1.
All Trinity Saints who passed away this year are remembered through
ornaments. The tree will remain through Christmas.
If you have a family member you would like to remember,
please contact the church office at 879-1737.

PLEASE NOTE: Tidings publishes each week on
Tuesday (except for the week of Christmas). The
deadline for submitting information to be included is
on Thursday, the week prior to the publish date. Please
submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the
printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed
and mailed on Tuesday afternoon. Should you not
receive your copy in a timely manner, please contact
your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings
is available each week on Tuesday at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings
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SUNDAYS at Trinity: Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood • Our Mission: To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209 • 205.879.1737 • Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

A Homewood Community
Thanksgiving Service
Sunday Evening, November 22
6 PM
Hosted by
Dawson Baptist Church

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK?

Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug
in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now.

Log on to: http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer

