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What if the way we do Christmas,
what if the way we worship over these
next two months, actually keeps us away
from Jesus? What if God sent the greatest
gift of all into the world, and we missed it
because we were too busy celebrating it?
[ See Brian’s Personal Word, page 2 ]
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Traditional Worship
Sermon Series

November 8, 15 & 22
Rev. Brian Erickson
8:45 & 11 AM | Sanctuary

CONTACT WORSHIP
Sermon Series
November 8, 15 & 22
Rev. Nathan Carden
8:45 & 11 am
Wesley Hall

Owning Our Sin and Finding God’s Redemption

OAKMONT
INTEREST
MEETING
This Sunday

November 8
10 AM - Mouat Chapel

The Angels are Coming! November 15 & 22
We invite you to sponsor a child this Christmas.
See inside on page 6 for Angel Tree details.

All are invited to attend
this meeting!
See inside on page 4
for more information.

PERSONAL WORD
This Sunday in our traditional services, we are going to talk about Christmas.

NOVEMBER 8, 2015
8:45 & 11 AM • Sanctuary
The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays
on WAPI-1070 AM.

SERMON
Rev. Brian Erickson
Series: Advent Conspiracy
•
MUSIC
8:45 AM - William A. Gardner Handbell Choir,
Men’s Quartet, Men’s Chorus
11:00 AM - William A. Gardner Handbell Choir,
Celebration Choir, Seeds of Faith,
Sanctuary Choir
•
MINISTER ON CALL
Nathan Carden, 863-0765

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL
Rev. Nathan Carden
NOVEMBER 1 - ATTENDANCE
1,574 • Total Worship Attendance
966 • Traditional | 499 • Contact
109 • Nursery
828 • Sunday School Attendance

I know, I know, it comes earlier every year, and we can’t even make it to Thanksgiving
before the radio station starts blaring “Holly this” and “Jolly that.” I am a big believer
in the Christian liturgical calendar, and have argued for years that we rush to Christmas
(at the cost of Advent), only to dump our trees on the curb before the twelve days of
Christmas have even run their course. It seems like the church, at the very least, ought
to hold our ground.
But the reality is that the shopping side of Christmas has now overtaken the spiritual
message of the season, and by the time the church begins to talk about Christmas, few
are listening. What if the way we do Christmas, what if the way we worship over these
next few months, actually keeps us away from Jesus? What if God sent the greatest
gift of all into the world, and we missed it because we were too busy celebrating it?
The “Advent Conspiracy” is a movement of churches that started several years ago
when three pastors saw how distorted their own celebrations of Christmas had become,
and how empty their own church members were at the end of the season.
They started to ask, “What have we missed about Christmas?
What are we getting wrong?”
They wondered if there was a way to celebrate Christmas that did not leave them all
feeling burned out, broke, and distant from God. And what they came up with were
four principles for celebrating Christmas in a way that actually celebrates God’s gift in
Jesus Christ:
Worship fully.
Spend less.
Give more.
Love all.
In the month of December, we will be focusing our attention on preparing our hearts
and minds to experience Christ again in Christmas, we will be talking about what it
means to spiritually understand the true meaning of Christmas.
But for the next three weeks, we’re going to be much more practical. Before you have
done all your shopping, before you are up to your neck in Christmas parties and Black

WELCOME TO TRINITY
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ,
Grow people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the
world and Glorify Christ.

Sunday School & Nursery:
• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. +
• Nursery provided during all services

Brian Erickson

Senior Minister

Nathan Carden

Minister of Contact Worship
and Young Adults

Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services
in the Sanctuary offering sermons, a special
moment for children and a variety of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – CONTACT relaxed,
informal, services in Wesley Hall featuring
music from the CONTACT Band, children are
encouraged to attend.

Contact Us:

Suzanne Pruitt

Minister of Christian Formation

Bobby Scales

Minister of Pastoral Care

Reid Crotty

Minister of Pastoral Care

David Thompson

Minister of Family & Youth

• Church Office: 879-1737
• Fax: 868-9714
• Care Line: 868-9709
• Child Development Center: 879-1749
www.trinitybirmingham.com

Robert Sturdivant Minister of Students

CONTINUED...
Friday sales, we want to have an honest discussion about what is wrong with the way we
celebrate the arrival of God’s Son on earth.
The idea of the Advent Conspiracy is that if you
want to experience Christmas, Christmas that
goes deeper than all the jingles, all the sales, all
the fruitcake, it must begin with the gift God
gave us in Jesus Christ.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we begin to
reclaim Christmas.

Let us love,
not in word or speech,
but in truth and action.
I John 3:18

Brian

Attention Married 20’s and 30’s
with or without children...

ASPIRE is a small group meeting on
Wednesday nights @ 5:45 PM in Room 315.
All couples are welcome!
Dinner out to follow for those who can make it.
Nursery support is available.

New Study! ASPIRE

The ASPIRE study will cover a variety of rotating
topics, ranging from informal with no homework
to those that truly challenge and stretch us.
Drop-Ins welcome, no week of study is a prerequisite for the next, so let’s ASPIRE to do life together.
For more info, contact John Smola at
JSMOLA@southernco.com .

STEWARDSHIP 2016
How Do I Return My 2016 Commitment of Giving?
There are several ways to turn in your pledge:
• Turn in your pledge card on any Sunday by dropping it in
the offering plate.
• Submit your pledge conveniently and privately online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com/love-does-stewardship-2016/
• Deliver your pledge card to the church office at any time
during the week... or mail it to the Business Office
Trinity United Methodist Church
Attn: Ann Neptune
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209
• Simply contact Ann Neptune or Laura Ellis at 879-1737
or email aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com,
lellis@trinitybirmingham.com.

Stewardship Report:

(as of 10/30/15)

						2016		

2015 Comparison

Commitments received through Sunday:
Total committed:				
Average amount committed:		

544 		
$2,911,193
$5,351		

522
$2,550,091
$4,885

Commitments for ongoing capital needs:
						

86		
$57,675

94
$123,507

A Homewood Community Thanksgiving Service
Sunday Evening, November 22 • 6 PM
Hosted by Dawson Memorial Baptist Church
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Oakmont Update
We are full of questions. My one year old daughter is is constantly asking questions. Well, she only
points at things and says, “Momma!” but every
time it is a request. A desire. A plea for us to bring
something into her reach. Asking the right question
is
often is important to getting to the right answer.
“What can I do to help?” is a pretty good question,
but as I said in my last article, I don’t think it is
complete. That question is easy to answer because
you already know. The real question is if you are
going to do it or not. Jesus says in Luke 6 that we should do unto others as we
would have them do unto us. To really embrace that, we better have an idea of
what is happening, right? To give context to what is being asked of all of Trinity’s members and specifically what is being asked of those who find themselves
at the Oakmont campus, we have some wonderful stuff in store for you.
First, there will be an Oakmont interest meeting at 10 AM in Mouat Chapel
this Sunday, November 8. This meeting will help answer the questions about
what you can do to help God’s Kingdom grow in West Homewood. Hopes,
dreams, and logistical questions are all welcome here. You’ll hear specifics
about what is hoped for going forward. Beginning Sunday, November 22, this
10 AM time slot will shift to a “Launch Team” training. We hope you’ll come
and hear the invitation on November 8.
Second, as has been mentioned before, Oakmont UMC will hold it’s last
service on Sunday, November 15. The campus will begin a Chrysalis time on
November 16. The campus will “go dark” during renovations to prepare for
what will come on January 10, 2016. On Oakmont’s last Sunday, November 15,
Trinity folks will come and serve lunch to Oakmont folks to celebrate our future
together and share beautiful stories of Oakmont’s history. After all, we are
Methodist and getting together over food in Christ’s name is what we do best.
If you’d like to serve your neighbors and friends at Oakmont on November 15,
please contact the church office.
Third, remember in the last article how we are moving away from “us” and
“them” and embracing a “we” as we move forward? Oakmont folks are being
invited to Trinity during the Chrysalis time (November 16 - January 9). We will
have members who are new but not really new. We anticipate our Oakmont siblings would like to participate in worship, Sunday School, small groups, service,
choirs, and all the events that most churches traditionally enjoy. Please reach
out to Oakmont folks you may already know and invite them to Trinity,
or message me and I’ll be glad to pass the invitation along.
Sometimes all you need is the right question and the correct answer seems obvious. With this merger, perhaps we can take my daughter’s lead and point at each
other and say, “Momma!” We may not know exactly what we mean by that, but
I hope we can desire to draw closer to God and one another in everything we do
as the body of Christ.

Rev. Jack Hinnen

Watch Tidings for more updates on plans for Trinity’s new Oakmont campus.
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Steps
A new track for our guests and new
members held every Sunday at
10 AM in the Fellowship Hall.

Join us!
EVERY 1ST SUNDAY of the Month
Meet | Enjoy breakfast in a casual
setting with the pastoral staff.
10 AM, Fellowship Hall
EVERY 2ND SUNDAY of the Month
Belief | Enjoy a discussion to remember your baptism, learn about infant
baptism, or explore adult profession of
faith. We will also discuss communion
and the sacraments of our faith.
10 AM, Fellowship Hall
EVERY 3RD SUNDAY of the Month
Methodism | Learn about the history,
theology, and practices of the United
Methodist Church.
10 AM , Fellowship Hall
EVERY 4TH SUNDAY of the Month
Belong | Hear from staff and lay
ministers on the membership vows and
how to find your very own place of
ministry at Trinity.
10 AM , Fellowship Hall
EVERY 5TH SUNDAY of the Month
Tour | Join a Trinity member and others
for an informational tour around the
church campus.
10 AM, Fellowship Hall
We would love for you to join us. if you
have questions, please contact
Shelley Brockwell at 879-1737 or
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com.

student ministry

weekly update
www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

SEX & RELATIONSHIP SERIES, CONTINUES NOVEMBER 8

A new 6-week Bible study for young adults
in their 30’s, singles and couples, will begin

Tuesday, November 3, led by Pastor Nathan
Carden. Topics will be “What it means to be
saved,” “Why bad things happen to good people,”
and “The Afterlife.” We will gather for a meal at
6:30 pm in the Small Dining Room and conclude
the study by 8 pm. Questions? Contact Lindsay
Hembree at lhembree99@aol.com.

food & fellowship

Over the next few weeks at Element and FUSION we will be discussing the Bible’s
view on sex, relationships and boundaries. Each week we will tackle some tough issues
that our students are facing every day. Issues will be addressed such as pornography,
sexting, identity, the value of friendships, the cognitive implications of sex and battling
the “hook-up” culture. It is important to know that this will not be a sex education class,
but a time of equipping our students to be able to handle pressures that come with this
age. Last night, we had a great turn out of students and we hope to have even more
this Sunday.
WATCH! You can watch the lesson live this upcoming week here: bit.ly/elementlive

ELEMENT PLUS FOR NOVEMBER 8

Students may choose from a Gaga Ball tournament in the Gym (OR) hot chocolate and
game night in the Haven!

ELEMENT CAFE, TUESDAY & THURSDAY

Every Tuesday and Thursday from 3-5:30 PM! We are privileged to have Element Cafe
for all students, including 6th graders! This is our after school program where students
can come. For the month of November, we will serve tacos for $1.50. If you have any
questions please feel free to email Tori at TTenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com.

ELEMENT PRAYER BREAKFAST, TUESDAY

Every Tuesday morning at 6:30 AM in the Youth Center, we have Prayer Breakfast. All
middle school and high school students are invited to join us for breakfast, $3. This is
the perfect way to start a new day! Middle School students will walk to HMS following.

DISCOVERY WEEKEND SAVE THE DATE!

Mark your calendar for March 4-6, 2016. Registration OPENS later this week!

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall
$20.00 Family Maximum (or)
- $6.00 per adult
- $3.00 per child (9 and under)
- $5.00 per senior adult
- $5.00 Salad Bar option
Please let us know you are coming!
Make a reservation online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com
		

menu - November 11

• ADULTS: Baked potato bar, chili, BBQ
chicken, small salad, cookie
• KIDS: Corndogs, french fries, fruit,
cookie, milk
* Menu subject to change.

SOS 2016, SAVE THE DATE & REGISTER TODAY

Deadline Approaching! Registration for our high school mission trip, Service Over Self
(SOS), is NOW OPEN and our initial registration ends DECEMBER 1st! This summer’s dates are July 10-16. The cost for this incredible mission trip is $350. A $100
non-refundable deposit is asked for upon registration. Scholarships are available for any
student in need. To register, please go to http://elementstudentministry.com/sos/
These will fill up fast!

NEW! URBAN MINISTRY MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION

Registration Now Open! June 26 - July 1. This year, we will not be going to Alabama
Rural Ministry in Tuskegee, AL as in years past. ARM has been an incredible trip and
partnership over the past seven years. Urban Ministry (http://urban-ministry.org) is a
Birmingham inner city ministry of the United Methodist Church that, among other programs, offers a summer missions camp for students. Trinity and Element have already
been in partnership with Urban for many years and we are so excited about the future of
this deepened relationship. We are looking for 14 adult leaders so if YOU are interested
or have any further questions please feel free to email me. To register your student (and
yourself), please go to http://elementstudentministry.com/middleschoolmissiontrip/
As always, please let us know if there is anything that we can do to partner with you in
helping to raise your student in a relationship with Christ.

David Thompson, Pastor of Youth and Family
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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MISSION & OUTREACH
WEEKENDERS Backpack Program
Our new ministry is going strong! Trinity is now
providing weekend food for 52 students in the
Homewood City School District. We are also now
providing meals for 141 students at Hemphill Elementary School, which is located in West End.
Hemphill is excited to partner with us, and the Food
Bank is thankful for the generosity of the people of
Trinity. If you would like to contribute monetarily
to this project, or if you would like to volunteer your time, please contact
Kristan at 879-1737 or email kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

The Angels are Coming! November 15 & 22

We invite you to sponsor a child this Christmas. Angels will
be distributed on Sundays, November 15 & 22. Gifts will be
collected at Trinity on
November 29 & December 6.
Volunteers are needed to
help distribute Angel
gifts at Festival of Three
Kings that will be held on
December 12 from 10 AM - 3 PM.
To sign up, contact Cassie Cates at cassiedcates@gmail.com.

Questions about Trinity’s Mission and Outreach programs? Please contact Kristan Walker, Director of Outreach Ministries
at kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com or 879-1737.

Attention Ladies!
Belk Charity Day Sale |

If you have
questions or if you
would like more info
about UMW,
please contact
UMW President,
Cel Bailey at
umwpresident@
trinitybirmingham.com.

November 7

The Belk Charity Day Sale coming up Saturday, Nov. 7
from 6am-10am. Tickets are available from any Trinity
UMW member and in the church office. All ticket sale
proceeds will benefit UMW-supported charities.
You buy a $5 ticket and UMW receives the $5
for missions. You receive $5 off your first
purchase during the sale hours while
donating to a very worthy cause.
Support UMW and enjoy early shopping and discounts!

Soup for the Soul |

November 15

Soup for the Soul returns this month. Our UMW Circles
will make 300 quarts of soup that will be sold on a first
come first serve basis on Sunday morning, Nov. 15
before and after worship services. Soup will sell for $10
a quart and there will also be breads, corn muffins and
other savory items for sale. Don’t miss it!

A Special Evening of Thanksgiving |

November 16

All are invited to the UMW Special Missions Dinner on Monday, November 16 at 6 PM
in the Fellowship Hall. Every year, the UMW recognizes those individuals who have
gone above and beyond to promote mission and activities in our church and community with a Special Missions Award. This year’s event will also include a special World
Thank Offering and General UMW meeting. Dinner is $6.00 and non-UMW member
reservations can be made by emailing Billie Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net. UMW
members need to email their Circle Chair for reservations. Dinner reservation deadline
is Tuesday, November 10.

New Rocking Chairs!
Rockers are now available just outside of the Sanctuary in the
East Narthex (breezeway overlooking the Prayer Garden)
for
our parents and precious little ones on Sunday mornings.
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PACESETTERS
Pacesetters have two great
Christmas trips planned!
December 3-4 - Huntsville Christmas Tour
Tour includes lunch, guided tour of historic homes
beautifully decorated for Christmas, tour of Weeden
House, visit to historic Harrison Brothers Hardware
Store, Huntsville Botanical Garden’s GALAXY OF
LIGHTS, and the fabulously decorated trees on the
Tinsel Trail. Accommodations at the Embassy Suites
downtown include a buffet breakfast and Manager’s
Reception. Transportation on deluxe motor coach. Cost
is $175.00 person/double. Balance due November 5.

December 12 - Mooresville Holiday Tour
You are invited to join us on Saturday, December
12, for the Mooresville Holiday Home Tour and
Progressive Dinner. We will leave from Trinity at
12:00 Noon / Arrive at 2:00 PM at the 1821 Stagecoach Tavern in historic Mooresville. The leisurely
walk around town is less than 1 mile. Decorated
houses and shops will be open, 2:00 to 6:00 PM.
Salad in the 1839 Brick Church. Entrée in the festive
town square prepared by Food Fite of Decatur. Coffee Bar and dessert at the Peebles’ Barn. Music at
the 1839 Brick Church. Various shops will be open
for Christmas shopping, with goods including handmade bath products, artwork, homemade candy, and
home furnishings. Cost is $90 for dinner, tour and
transportation. Contact Amy Lewis for reservations.
879-1737 / alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - November 8
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Next Steps - FHALL
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
4:15 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS
6:00 PM Element - Haven
6:00 PM Disciple I Study - Rm. 323
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
8:00 PM Men Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - November 9
12:00 PM Senior Adult Activities
5:30 PM Finance Meeting - SDR
6:15 PM Admin. Board Dinner - FHALL
7:00 PM Admin. Board Mtg. - FHALL
Tuesday - November 10
6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Senior Adult Lunch - SDR
3:00 P M Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:00 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
CFT
FSR
CONF
SANC
FHALL

Craft Room–143
Fireside Room–145
Conference Room–220
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

LIB
NAT
LP
SP
HAVEN

Wednesday - November 11
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 304
4:45 PM Wednesday Dinner - FHALL
5:00 PM Children’s Music & Activites
6:00 PM Men’s Study - 310
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
6:00 PM Yoga - FSR
7:00 PM Contact Music Practice - WHALL
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
7:15 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
Thursday - November 12
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
9:15 AM Small Group Studies - various
10:00 AM MOMentum - Rm. 111
11:00 AM Senior Adult Lunch - SDR
3:30 PM Element Cafe - Youth Area
Friday - November 13
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT

Library–218
Not at Trinity
Large Parlor
Small Parlor–105
Youth Auditorium

IN THE HOSPITAL

UAB
Glenn Elliott
BROOKWOOD
Dick Scholl
ST. VINCENT’S
Lillian Rosa Dykes
BROOKDALE REHAB
Holloway Cromer
ST. MARTIN’S REHAB Elizabeth Dawson

IN MEMORIAM
We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Noelle and John Cadden on the death of her
father, Claude Otis Steele, Jr., on October 26. He
was also the grandfather of Bailey, Steele and
Millie Cadden.

CONGRATULATIONS

• to Andrew and Lucy Morris on the birth of
their daughter, Martha Rose Morris, on
October 29.
• to John and Cassi Smola on the birth of their
twin daughters, Madelyn Rebecca Smola and
Margaret Jane Smola, on October 30.

TREASURER’S REPORT
As of October 31, 2015
GENERAL BUDGET:		
CHAPEL
MS
WHALL
SDR
FLC

Mouat Chapel
Music Suite–132
Wesley Hall
Small Dining Room
Family Life Center

Month to date revenue

$310,200

Monthly needs to date		

$310,286

Balance/shortage

Capital Giving this month

($86)

$7,297

Capital Giving year to date

$106,995

Balance owed on Debt / Prayer Garden

$298,500

Note from the Treasurer:
Questions about church finances, income or
expense? If you wonder how funds are received
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at
879-1737, aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

Tree of Remembrance

A Christmas tree was placed in the east narthex breezeway
overlooking the Prayer Garden on All Saints Sunday, November 1.
All Trinity Saints who passed away this year are remembered through
ornaments. The tree will remain through Christmas.
If you have a family member you would like to remember,
please contact the church office at 879-1737.

PLEASE NOTE: Tidings publishes each week on
Tuesday (except for the week of Christmas). The
deadline for submitting information to be included is
on Thursday, the week prior to the publish date. Please
submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the
printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed
and mailed on Tuesday afternoon. Should you not
receive your copy in a timely manner, please contact
your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings
is available each week on Tuesday at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings
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SUNDAYS at Trinity: Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood • Our Mission: To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209 • 205.879.1737 • Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com
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Join Rev. Brian Erickson & Rev. Nathan Carden

Holy Land
Classic
2016 Holy Land Tour

10 days

February 1-10
Starting at

$3,998
www.eo.travel
This trip is rapidly approaching! 30 people
have already signed up. Ifyou are interested
in the FEBRUARY 2016 tour that will be
led by our pastors, please pick up a brochure
containing all trip details. They are available
in the church office, 879-1737.

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK?

Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug
in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now.

Log on to: http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer

