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The United Parish of Auburndale
Sunday, May 29 at 10:00 am

•
Susan S. Bailis Assisted Living
Monday, May 30 at 2:00 pm

•
Harvard Epworth 

United Methodist Church
Wednesday, June 1 at 7:30 pm

•
Soldiers’ Home in Chelsea
Thursday, June 2 at 1:30 pm

The choir will present their 
tour music in traditional worship 
when they return to Birmingham 

on Sunday, June 6. 

CHOIR TOUR 2016
Trinity’s Cross & Flame Youth Choir 
and Handbells will travel to Boston 
for their annual Summer Choir Tour 

May 28 - June 4.
Below is a list of venues 

where they will 
present their music. 

Thank you to the Trinity family
for supporting the choir with

your gifts and prayers.

CLASS OF 2016   On Sunday, May 22, Trinity’s Class of 2016 was honored at the 
8:45 AM service. They sat together at the service where they were recognized and then 
attended a Celebration Brunch with their families in the Fellowship Hall.

Congratulations Graduates

Honor or remember your special loved ones
You now have the opportunity to honor or remember special loved 
ones by purchasing a new pew Bible for the Sanctuary in their name. 

With your $15 donation a permanent honorarium /memorial 
bookplate will be placed on the inside cover of the Bible.

You may purchase an honorarium / memorial in the church office.
If you have questions, contact Lynn Yawn at

lyawn@trinitybirmingham.com or 879-1737.



The next (and hopefully final) phase of my 
cancer treatment begins this week, when I 
will be placed in a lead room at the hospital 
and given a radioactive pill, designed to seek 
out and destroy the remaining cancer cells.  
I asked the nurse if I could receive my radia-
tion in the form of a spider bite, which she 
did not find as amusing as I did. Following 
24 hours or so in the hospital (where I may 
or may not develop super powers), I will 
need to be isolated from close human contact 
for a week (since I will be radioactive, due 
to spider bites or some more conventional 
manner), so I am taking my Airstream into 
the Smoky Mountains.

A few years ago, I decided we needed a 
camper.  My family had never camped—
ever—so, as I am prone to do, I set out to 
buy something we had no need for, in the 
hopes that we might need it. I envisioned the 
Norman Rockwell moments that would fill 
our collective memory if only we had this 
thing that we did not need. Our budget for 
this purchase hovered around zero (since we 
did not need it), meaning the selection on 
Craigslist was both limited and frightening.  

After a few weeks of internet investigation, 
I found a mid-70s pop-up that no longer 
“popped.”  The family who owned it practical-
ly paid me to haul it off, which I should have 
perhaps taken as a sign. I picked it up in the 
middle of the night in Mississippi (the perfect 
environs for good decision-making), brought 
it home and promptly began gutting it.

But if one unnecessary dilapidated manu-
factured home on wheels is good, then two 
must be awesome. The second purchase 
was sort-of-for-sale at a Dothan flea market, 
where a lovely gentleman had been living in 
it until recently (like, the night before). We 
did not need a camper, and now we had two 
of them, both older than me, and both parked 
in the Alabaster parsonage’s driveway. When 

the other factors (four decades old, largely 
unsuitable for human habitation, one of them 
was painted green) were taken into account, 
it was pretty difficult to defend this as ratio-
nal behavior. As an act of mercy, I sold both 
of those behemoths on Mother’s Day as a 
gift to the mother of my children. The drive-
way was empty again. For two weeks.  

But then Norman Rockwell struck again.  
That’s when I found a 1960 Airstream in 
Biloxi, Mississippi, where it had served as 
a storage unit the last 35 years. It was filled 
with old documents, an 8-track player, 150 
military issues MREs, and some other very 
non-Norman Rockwell stuff.  I spent the next 
several months, mostly in the dead of night, 
bringing that silver trailer back to life, one 
square inch at a time.  

Redemption is lonely work. It was hard for 
anyone around me to see what good might 
come out of that broken down aluminum 
storage shed.  But there is something holy 
about seeing the dry bones of someone else’s 
trash and believing they might live again.  
Like a shepherd with no good math sense 
abandoning 99 to look for one, our faith wit-
nesses to the fact that God is in the business 
of restoration.

I can’t say I am looking forward to a week 
away from my family, but I can’t think of a 
better place to spend it than inside that old 
trailer. As the radiation does its redemptive 
work in me, I am grateful for the Christ who 
likewise is at work in me. He has his hands 
full, to say the least, and most of the time I 
couldn’t tell you what He sees in any of us.  
But I am grateful that He sees it.

Grace and peace,
Brian

SUNDAY, MAY 22, 2016
SENIOR HIGH SUNDAY

RADIO BOADCAST
The 8:45 AM traditional worship service 

is broadcast via 15-minute delay from 
9-10 AM Sundays on WAPI-1070 AM.

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
8:45 & 11:00 AM - Sanctuary

Rev. Stephen Benefield

CONTACT WORSHIP 
8:45 & 11:00 AM - Wesley Hall

Rev. Nathan Carden

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR  10:00 AM

OXMOOR CAMPUS

9:30 AM - Contemporary Service
11:00 AM - Traditional Service

Rev. Jack Hinnen

OAKMONT CAMPUS

ON CALL LINE  |  205-538-3682

MAY 22 - ATTENDANCE
868  •  Traditional services
531  •  Contact services
190  •  Oakmont services
88    •  Nursery total
412  •  Sunday School total

 WELCOME  TO  TRINITY

-Brian Erickson Senior Minister

-Nathan Carden Minister of Contact Worship 
                                and Young Adults

-Suzanne Pruitt Minister of Christian Formation

-Jack Hinnen Minister of Oakmont Campus
 

-Bobby Scales Minister of Pastoral Care

-Reid Crotty Minister of Pastoral Care

-David Thompson Minister of Family & Youth

-Robert Sturdivant Minister of Students

Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world and Glorify Christ.

PASTORAL STAFF: CONTACT US:
Church Office:  879-1737
Fax:  868-9714
Care Line:  868-9709
Child Development Center:  879-1749
Email:  trinity@trinitybirmingham.com
Website:  www.trinitybirmingham.com

PERSONAL WORD GIFTS TO GLORIFY GOD AND
TO REMEMBER THOSE WE LOVE
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HONORARIUMS
April 25 - May 20, 2016

BECCA BROOKS
Overflow Foundation
 
SIENA GRACE COX
C.L. & J.H. Blair
Susan Sadler Hayman
 
SHIRLEY DAWSON
Jim Dawson
 
MADI DOMINESCY
Overflow Foundation
 
LAURA EANES
Overflow Foundation
 
RUSS & MARTHA 
EHRHARDT
Ann Morris Smith
 
NORMA HARMON
Overflow Foundation
 
JODI HASKINS
Brooks & Merry Lynne 
Johnston
Overflow Foundation
Sam Legg
 
TREY HILL
Overflow Foundation
 
JON LUNCEFORD
Overflow Foundation
 
MARIETTA LUNCEFORD
Overflow Foundation
 

TIM LUNCEFORD
Overflow Foundation
 
KAMERON MITCHELL
Overflow Foundation
 
SUSIE MULLINS
Overflow Foundation
 
SCOTT ROBERTSON
Sam Legg
 
SUSAN ROHRER
Overflow Foundation

HALEY SMITH
Overflow Foundation
 
DAVID THOMPSON
Overflow Foundation
Sam Legg
 
TRINITY’S UMW
Mr. & Mrs. J. F. Long, Sr.
 

MEMORIALS
April 25 - May 20, 2016

DOTTIE BURSE
Trinity UMC
 
BILL CATHER
Trinity UMC
Friendship Class
 
BERT ERICKSON
Ken & Ann Damsgard
Jack & Olivia Wells
Clay & Tara Williams
 

MARY HARRIS
Roger & Mollie Kemp 
& Family
 
JOHN MYER
Bill & Becky Hutto
Gene & Claire Donaldson
 
PHILIP NORTON
Tim & Jean Hayes
Julia Anderson
Jamie McLemore
 
HUBERT SNOW
Ann Elliott
 
IMOGENE WHITE
Roger & Mollie Kemp 
& Family 
 
MALCOLM 
YOUNGBLOOD
Claire Love
Deloris May
Jamie McLemore

GIFTS TO GLORIFY GOD AND
TO REMEMBER THOSE WE LOVE    Next

Steps
Next Steps is Trinity’s welcome track 
program for guests and new mem-
bers that is held at both campuses on 
Sunday mornings.

WILL NOT MEET JUNE & JULY
This program will be taking a break for 
the summer months of June and July. 
It will return on Sunday, August 7.
RETURNS AUGUST 7!

If you are a guest or new to Trinity, 
please contact Shelley Brockwell with 
any questions you may have. She may 
be reached at 879-1737 or
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com.

2016
Summer Sunday 
STUDIES

Register Now!
Deadline is this week.

Visit trinitybirmingham.com
for a full listing of classes

and registration info.
Questions? Please contact 

Jessica Lane at 879-1737 or
jlane@trinitybirmingham.com.
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• Modern Family Ministries Closet is now open! We are now accepting 
clothing and supplies for children ages 0-18. These supply items will go 
to local foster care and adoptive families. The closet is located at Trinity 

West Homewood Oakmont 
campus. 
ALSO! The closet is in need 
of volunteer “Shopkeepers” on 

the first Friday and Saturday of every month from 10am-2pm. Volunteers 
will sort donations and assist foster families. June 3rd and 4th are our next 
appointment days. Sign up here: http://tinyurl.com/MFMCloset 
Anyone wishing to “shop” for items, donate items, or volunteer can con-
tact Kristan Walker at kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

• TRINITY IS GOING GREEN! Please place recyclables in the blue 
recycling bins located by the Trinity Main Office, the Youth Area, in the 
Fellowship Hall, or in the blue dumpster in the small parking lot.
Acceptable RECYCLE items: 
 - Dry and flattened cardboard
- Empty & clean plastic #1-7 (no caps)
- Paper (office paper, magazines, junk mail, 
   phone books, newspapers, empty paper sacks)
- Empty & clean aluminum and steel cans

• Trinity Reading Initiative Leadership Team. Our mission and out-
reach department is creating a lay leadership team for the conference-wide 
initiative to improve child literacy rates in our community. Trinity seeks to 
be a leader in the conference in this effort. We will be partnering with 
Better Basics and need leaders to help with volunteer recruitment. 
Interested volunteers should contact Kristan Walker at kwalker@
trinitybirmingham.com or call 879-1737.

MISSION & OUTREACH

Hey Kids, Summer is HERE!  

We’re going to celebrate summer by mixing it up 
for our elementary kids…Olympic style!  

Each Sunday we’ll explore a new Bible story that 
has something to do with an Olympic event.  

Then we’ll have some fun with our own 
Olympic games in the gym!  

Oxmoor Campus:
Drop off and pick up for K-5 will take place in 

their summer Sunday School rooms: 
Kindergarten in Ark 110, 1st G in 107, 

2nd G in 110, 3rd G in 124, 
and 4th & 5th G in 123.  

We’ll post signs as reminders just in case you 
forget. From their Sunday School rooms they will 
process down the hall to the Gym for our Olym-
pic fun (just in case you miss your class in their 

classroom) and then head back to their Sunday 
School class to be reunited with parents at the end 
of the Discipleship hour. We’ll be active, so if you 
are looking for an excuse to make Sundays more 
casual, feel free to send your kiddos in their play 

clothes and tennis shoes!

Oakmont Campus:
Our elementary kids and youth will follow 

Mrs. Mia from worship down to the gym to create 
Olympic size fun together. Parents, elementary 
kids will be picked up in the Grove and youth 
will conclude in the youth space downstairs 

under the sanctuary.

Reminder for both campuses: 
We’d still like you to sign your child in using the 

Check-In system EVERY Sunday…
even on these relaxed summer days. 

We will be asking for parent tags to help reunite 
children at the end of the hour.

We can’t wait to go for the gold 
with your kids this summer!

SAVE the DATE for        

Saturday, JUNE 11
Trinity United Methodist Women’s

SPREE (Shop•Praise•Relax•Eat•Enjoy) 
will be held in conjunction with Trinity Men’s BBQ 

on 6/11 from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
in the Oakmont Campus Gym.

Vendors, arts & crafts, yard sale items and bake sale! 
Proceeds go to organizations such as McCoy Adult Day 

Care Center, Jessie’s Place & St. Andrew’s Society.

SPREE!



LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE 
Weekly sermons from both traditional and 
Contact worship services are available 
on the church website at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/worship/ser-

student ministry
weekly update
www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

NO ELEMENT SUNDAY NIGHT, 5/29
No Element this Sunday night, May 29 due to Memorial Day weekend.  We 
hope you get some quality time with your family.

WEEKLY MINISTRIES:
• Element Cafe: Element Cafe only on Tuesday 3-5:30 pm. All candy will 
be only 50 cents! We will also be serving up snow cones for only 50 cents! 
Come hang out with us, grab a snack, plays some games and hang out with 
our staff and friends. We hope your student will join us this week! 
This will be the last Element Café of the school year!
 
• Sunday School Teachers - We have a few spots open for our Sunday 
School Leader roles. If you are feeling called to lead young people through 
Sunday morning leadership, please contact Kate McKnight at kmcknight@
trinitybirmingham.com.

MISSION TRIPS:
• SOS - Spots are nearly filled for adult leaders! Check your calendar and 
email Robert at rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com to let him know you are 
willing to go to SOS this summer, July 10-16. 
NEW STUDENT SPOTS AVAILABLE! This summer’s dates are July 10-16. 
To register, please go to: http://elementstudentministry.com/sos/ to secure 
your/your student’s spot. These spots will be gone soon!

• Middle School Mission Trip - This summer, our middle school students will 
have an incredible opportunity to make a major impact here in our city. The 
dates June 26-July 1 with limited space! Teams will be working on homes 
throughout the week doing minor home repair and painting. The cost is $290, 
including a $100 registration fee. To register, go to http://elementstudentminis-
try.com/clean/middleschoolmissiontrip/  Please join us for this special week of 
making a difference in Birmingham!

New Staff Addition! We are so excited to announce that Rachel Saliba will 
be working at Trinity beginning June 1. Rachel will serve as my Administrative 
Assistant. Please welcome Rachel to our team when you see her.

Thank you all for continuing to partner with us in ministry. If there is anything I 
can do for you and your family, please do not hesitate to ask!

David Thompson
Youth Pastor

Trinity Kids
SUMMER CAMPS, 

VBS & ACTIVITIES

Register Today!
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/

summer-programs

• June 6-8 - VENTURE 
Kids entering 4th-6th grade
6:00-8:30pm, Oxmoor Campus, $10

• June 11-12 - DAD + KID CAMPOUT
Kids entering 1st-4th grade
Oakmont Campus, $20

• June 18, July 16, August 20
FAMILY SERVE SATURDAYS
Watch for more details!

• June 19-24 - SUMATANGA CAMP
Kids entering 4th-6th grade
Overnight Elementary Camp II $440

• June 20-24 - SUMATANGA DAY CAMP
Kids entering 1st-3rd grade
7:30 am-4 pm (Day Camp II) $125

• July 18-21 - VBS
Kids entering 4K-3rd grade
9 am - 12 pm, Oxmoor Campus, No Fee

• July 22-24 - SUMATANGA SLEEPOVER
Kids entering 1st-3rd grade
$170 (1 adult/1child) $200 (1 adult/2children)

• July 27 - CROSSOVER NIGHT
Kids entering 6th grade
5:30 pm, Oxmoor Campus

Also...
Summer COMMUNITY Camps!
ART  /  MUSIC  /  BASKETBALL 
(various weeks and for various ages)
For more details, please visit trinitybirmingham.com/
kids/summer-programs/

Questions? Contact Eleanor Christiansen at 
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.
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PACESETTERS
MAY 24 - PACESETTER LUNCH
On Tuesday, May 24, join us for the monthly
Pacesetter Lunch. Lunch is served at 12:00 Noon.
Our program will be a special performance by Kris-
ten Bowden Sharp (think Mary Poppins.) Kristen is a 
performer with extensive experience in voice, dance and 
acting. She is also a member of the Trinity Sanctuary 
Choir, and featured soloist.
 
MAY 25 - ARLINGTON HOME TOUR
On Wednesday, May 25, we will tour and lunch at 
Arlington Home and Gardens. The van leaves Trinity at 
10:30 AM. $20.00 includes tour, lunch and our transpor-
tation. Don’t miss it!

JUNE 16 - BRAVES GAME DAY TRIP
Join us to see the Atlanta Braves vs Cincinnati Reds on 
Thursday, June 16. This is the Braves last season at 
Turner Field. Come on out to the ball park and enjoy the 
game, hot dogs, peanuts, crackerjacks and lots more.
First pitch at 12:00 PM EDT. Vans leave Trinity at 7:30 
AM CDT. $25 per person for ticket and transportation.
Call Donna Roose or Reid Crotty in the church office for 
tickets: 879-1737.

Saturday, June 18
Save the date for Trinity’s first ever Art Show, 

sponsored by Trinity Studio.
If you are an artist interested in participating, 

contact Dayna Orr at 205-253-5626.



IN MEMORIAM
Elizabeth Dawson                               May 21

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Roy Dawson on the death of his wife, 
Elizabeth Dawson, on May 21. She was the 
mother of Jeanne and David Jeff and the 
grandmother of Stuart David and Allison 
Jeff and Rachael and Keith Abercrombie. 
She also was the great grandmother of Nelly 
Marie Jeff and Joanna Betty Jeff.

As of May 22, 2016

GENERAL BUDGET:    

Month to date revenue                                      $260,519

Monthly needs to date           $265,732

Balance/shortage                                ($5,213)

Capital Giving this month                                $3,310

Capital Giving year to date                                 $34,547

Balance owed on Debt / Prayer Garden          $276,000

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expense? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Laura Ellis at 
879-1737, lellis@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Zach Palamara and Maurine Evans on 
the birth and upcoming adoption of their daugh-
ter, Sophia Louise Palamara, who was born on 
April 5. Proud big sister is Cambria Palamara 
and proud grandparents are Danny Evans and 
Alexandria Palamara.
• to John and Laura Fleming on the birth of 
their son, Dean Gregory Fleming, who was 
born on May 16. Proud big siblings are Luke 
and Gwen Fleming.

IN THE HOSPITAL
BROOKWOOD                           Beverly Jones
                                                     Scott Robertson  
ST. VINCENT’S                       Jean McDowell          
LAKESHORE REHAB              Maurice Bird                                                         
                                                      Caroline Alford
                                                                Bea Ross
ST. MARTIN’S                             Sarah Allred
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CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - May 29 
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Next Steps - FHALL
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
6:00 PM NO Element
Monday - May 30
Church Office Closed for Holiday
Tuesday - May 31
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
6:30 PM     Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR

Wednesday - June 1
9:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
5:00 PM Trinity Studio - CFT
6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
7:15 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
7:30 PM Contact Music Practice - WHALL
Thursday - June 2
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
Friday - June 3
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT

Don’t forget your 
name tag...

on Sunday mornings or anytime you are 
attending or representing Trinity! This is 
a great way to provide hospitality to our 
guests, and to help us get to know one 

another better. If you don’t have a name tag, 
contact Marie Pasco at 879-1737.

Calling all former Lego Lovers!  
Are you looking for a place to send your trusty building buddies? We’d love for you to donate your old 
legos to the Children’s Ministry. We will be using legos in one of our Wednesday night options starting 

in the fall and would love to put your legos to good use!  
A donation box will be by the Elementary Children’s Check in Desk on the Oxmoor Campus or in the 

Children’s storage room at the Oakmont Campus. Thank you for helping us get ready for a new kind of 
Wednesday night programming this fall! 

Questions? Contact Mia Toole at mtoole@trinitybirmingham.com.

PARKING NOTICE for both Oxmoor & Oakmont campuses:  
Do not park on sidewalks, block driveways or dumpsters. Please do not park in ar-
eas that are marked as NO PARKING zones. Note that the small parking lot (Oxmoor 
campus) is reserved primarily for handicapped, elderly and families with small children 
on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings. Do not park in marked handicap 
spaces if you do not have an official handicap permit. Thank you.



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Oakmont Campus:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622

www.trinitybirmingham.com

OXMOOR CAMPUS:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
OAKMONT CAMPUS:  Worship 9:30 & 11:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

9:30 am Contemporary Worship
11:00 am Traditional Worship

914 Oak Grove Road • Homewood


