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Farewell Reception
HONORING 

Andy and Dawn Wolfe

SUNDAY, MAY 31
2- 4 PM in the Gym & Fellowship Hall

Light refreshments will be served

High School Graduation
SENIOR RECOGNITION

•••
This Sunday, May 17
8:45 AM  Traditional Worship

10:00 AM Celebration Brunch

Student Ministries and the Committee on 
Higher Education will host High School 

Graduate Recognition Sunday on May 17. 
We invite High School graduates and their 
families to the 8:45 AM traditional service 
that day, where the class will sit together 
and be recognized during the service. 

Following the service, graduates and their 
families are invited to a complimentary

Celebration Brunch in the 
Fellowship Hall at 10:00 AM.

If you plan to participate, please contact 
Amy Mezzell ASAP at 879-1737 or
amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com.

Please include how many people will be 
attending the brunch.

ALSO! Please provide two pictures of 
your student. One baby picture and one 
of senior portrait are needed for use in the 

service.  Email pictures ASAP to Amy at
amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com.

Register today for 
Esther...

Women’s Summer Study

If you’ve ever felt inadequate, threatened or pushed into situations that 
seemed overpowering, this is the study for you. 

Just as it was tough being a woman in Esther’s day, it’s tough today. 
Study author, Beth Moore peels back the layers of history and shows how 

very contemporary and applicable the story of Esther is to our lives. 
This portion of God’s Word contains treasures to aid us in our hurried, 

harried and pressured lives. 

Join us for an in-depth and very personal examination of this 
great story of threat and deliverance. 

There are two class options...

• WEDNESDAYS 6:00 PM, June 3 – August 5 
Led by Brenda Feld

• THURSDAYS 9:15 AM, June 4 – August 6 
Led by Rhonda Rush

Register online by visiting: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/adults/studies-small-groups-2/

Registration DEADLINE is May 27.  (Cost $17)

Childcare is available DURING YOUR STUDY. 
(Ages 5 & under) Minimum of three children to have a nursery.

Questions? Email amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com or call 879-1737.



First of all, thank you for the “Roast” last Thursday evening. Dawn and I laughed 
until we cried as you reminded us of what a wonderful place Trinity is, and what 
joy we have had in serving with such talented, caring, dedicated people. More 
about that later... 

I can recall going to the circus as a kid. My favorite act (besides the wild ani-
mals), was the trapeze. It was amazing to watch the trapeze artists fly through the 
air, doing their somersalts and twists 30 feet in the air with no net. The most cap-
tivating moment came when one of the performers would release his hold on the 
bar and suspended in the air for what seemed like an eternity, before he grabbed 
the hands of the catcher on another trapese bar. That transition moment between 
letting go and taking hold – makes you catch your breath. It is an exciting/terrify-
ing moment at the same time.

Transitions are a part of life. Young people will parade across stages all over the 
nation, and be given a diploma signifying that one part of the journey is over and 
a new one begins. In June, Dawn and I make the transition into retirement. Some 
transitions we seek; others we don’t choose. A job is lost, a death occurs, and we 
are thrown into a tailspin. But all transitions are similar – they involve the same 
process of letting go and laying hold.  

This Sunday, as we celebrate graduation for our high school seniors, I will 
preach on the theme of “Now What?” 
 
In my last three Sundays as your Senior Pastor, I will be doing a series with the 
title Creedo:
- Why I Am a Christian (May 24)
- Why I Am a United Methodist Christian (May 31)
- Why The Church (June 7)

Blessings to all who are making that next step in life.  

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

MAY 10 - ATTENDANCE
1,474 • Total Worship Attendance
1,017 • Traditional  |  457 • Contact

756 • Sunday School Attendance

SERMON 
Dr. Andrew Wolfe

• 
MUSIC

8:45 AM 
Cross & Flame Youth Choir, Colby Myer

11:00 AM 
William A. Gardner Handbell Choir,

Sanctuary Choir

•
MINISTER ON CALL

Bobby Scales, 746-4547

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2015
8:45 & 11 AM  •  Sanctuary

Senior High Recognition Sunday

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL

Rev. Nathan Carden

PERSONAL WORD
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In between the more popular stories in the Bible, hidden deeply in thin 
pages, are dozens of fascinating little tales of humanity’s relationship 
with a gracious God. But unless we are intentionally reading through 
scripture we often miss them. 

This Sunday, Contact worship will continue a new worship series entitled 
“Lost Stories from the Bible.” Each week we will listen to a lesser known 
story that will help us experience the amazing story of God’s grace. 

[ New CONTACT Worship Series ]

Sundays at 8:45 and 11 AM - Wesley Hall

Trinity Seeking Church Administrator 
Trinity is seeking a qualified Church Administrator to carry out many of the func-
tions that Ann Neptune has performed so well for us for so many years. As you 
probably have heard, Ann will be retiring as of December 31, 2015.

The new Church Administrator will be responsible for carrying out Trinity’s mis-
sion through the daily operational management of administration, finances, facili-
ties, and human resources. The Administrator will play a key role on the Senior 
Leadership Team, will report directly to the Senior Pastor, and will relate to the 
Finance Committee as well as the Trustees.

The successful candidate must be a committed follower of Christ, looking to use 
their experience in the business world to serve and shape our congregation. 
A bachelor’s degree (preferably in business administration, management, ac-
counting, or similar field), as well as multiple years of supervisory experience, are 
required.  The Church Administrator must have excellent written and oral commu-
nication skills, be computer savvy, possess a diplomatic disposition for handling 
sensitive issues, and contribute to a positive and effective work environment. 
A “Certified Church Administrator” designation is preferred, but not required.

If you are interested, please submit your resume (including at least 3 references) 
by the close of business on Friday, May 29, 2015, to:
 Rev. Brian Erickson
 Trinity United Methodist Church
 1400 Oxmoor Road, Birmingham, AL 35209
 berickson@trinitybirmingham.com

Carly’s Law Advocate to Speak May 18 at Trinity 
The UMW General Meeting on Monday, May 18, at 10 AM will 
feature speaker Dustin Chandler, founder of Carly’s Clubhouse 
in Pelham. His daughter, Carly, was born with a rare genetic 
disorder, CDKL5. He is responsible for getting Carly’s Law 
passed in the state legislature which allows use of the mari-
juana derived drug CBD oil for treating seizures. UAB is now 
treating and monitoring 2 patients with the drug. The all acces-
sible playground in Pelham honors 4 year old, Carly. Everyone 
is invited! For questions about Trinity’s UMW, please email 
umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.



VBS is July 13-16
Register online now!

www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/summer-programs

 Early Bird CD...
With early registration you can be one of the first

to receive a CD to start learning the VBS songs!
CDs are available in the Children’s Ministry Offices.  

Pick yours up as soon as you register!
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KIDS SUMMER CAMPS, 
VBS & ACTIVITIES

Register Today!
www.trinitybirmingham.com/

kids/summer-programs

Log on for a list of summer camps, 
dates and registration forms. Forms 
are also available in the Children’s 
Ministry Office. Questions? Contact 

Eleanor Christiansen at 
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

•
VENTURE 2015

Won’t you be my NEIGHBOR?
Register your 3rd-5th grader for 

VENTURE today!  Aug 3-5  6-8:30 pm    
$10 registration, dinner included

 •

Camps are filling fast...
OPEN SPOTS

Sumatanga Day Camp: FULL
Mission Camp: 5 spots

Sumatanga Sleepover #1: 2 spots
Sumatanga Sleepover #2:  3 spots

TRINITYKIDS SUMMER

Bring your blanket, chairs, family and a neighbor and come
enjoy movies under the moon this summer! 

We’re excited to see you at these free family fellowship events.

June 13, 7:45 PM • The Lorax
July 11, 7:45 PM  • Big Hero 6

* Movies chosen with the help of Commonsensemedia.com, a great website that reviews 
movies and gives specific information about a movie’s content.



student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

School is rapidly coming to a close, and that means some of the Element school year 
programming is wrapping up. Here are a few things happening this week:

SENIOR SUNDAY, 5/17 - We will honor our high school seniors during the 8:45am 
traditional worship service followed by a brunch for the seniors and their families in the 
fellowship hall. 

SENIOR SNL THIS SUNDAY NIGHT, 5/17 from 6:00 – 8:00pm, we say thank you 
and goodbye to our seniors. Senior SNL is planned and led by the seniors as they pick 
their favorite videos, skits, games, worship songs and even their favorite food. Senior 
SNL is a very unique and special night in our ministry, and we hope your student will 
be here to say thank you and goodbye to this amazing group of students. This will also 
be the last Element Sunday Night of the school year, so be sure your student is here!!! 
Dinner is just $3.

DAVID HAYES GOODBYE CELEBRATION, 5/17, This Sunday marks the end of 
David Hayes’s time on our youth ministry staff. David has been a vital part of our youth 
ministry team and he will be missed so much. This Sunday night following Senior SNL 
(8:00 – 8:45pm), we will have a time to show our appreciation to David Hayes for all he 
has done for Element. Please really encourage your student to attend this special night 
as a way to say “thank you” to David Hayes. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER BRUNCH, 5/17 - On May 17, we will be hosting 
a Thank You Brunch for all of our phenomenal Sunday School leaders for all of 
their amazing work and dedication to our students this year. We are very grate-
ful for them. Can you help with some of the supplies? Sign up at http://www.
signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49a9aa28a5fd0-sunday2. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Tori at TTenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com.

ELEMENT CAFE - Element Cafe is this week on Tuesday and Thursday from 
3-5:30 PM. We will be serving up CHICK-FIL-A chicken nuggets until the end of 
the school year for only $2! This is a wonderful alternative to going home and 
being bored. Come hang out with us, grab a snack, play some games and hang 
out with our staff and friends. All candy, chips and drinks are only 50 cents! 

ARM MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP - We need 1 more adult volunteer for 
our ARM trip! If you are willing to lead email dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com  

SERVICE OVER SELF (SOS) - Adult leaders needed! Our high school mission 
trip is July 5-11 (still space available for students). If you are interested either as 
a student or an adult leader, please go to http://elementstudentministry.com/sos/ 
or email Robert at rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.

As always, if there is anything that we can do better to reach your student, 
please let us know. Remember, we want to partner with you in helping your 
student grow in their relationship with Christ.

David Thompson
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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Don’t forget your 
name tag...

on Sunday mornings or anytime you are 

attending or representing Trinity! This is 

a great way to provide hospitality to our 

guests, and to help us get to know one 

another better. If you don’t have a name tag, 

contact Laura Eanes at 879-1737.

TRINITYKIDS SUMMER
Trinity

goes to

CAMP

CALLING ALL 
TRINITY KIDS 
completed 3rd-5th grade. 
Grab a friend and let’s spend 
a week at Sumatanga together!  

June 14-19
Ms. Eleanor and Ms. Jeanne will be there and taking 
on the camping experience, too! 
Cost for the week: $440 Tier 3. $100 Scholarships 
are available to Trinity members compliments of 
Lil’ Lambs and Children’s Ministry. For details and
to register, contact Children’s Ministry at 879-1737 
or echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.
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PACESETTERS
MAY 24 - Birmingham Music Club Production
We will attend Birmingham Music Club’s production of The Desert 
Song, the operetta by Sigmund Romberg, on Sunday, May 24 at 2:30 
pm. Leave Trinity at 1:30 PM. Dorothy Jemison Day Theater, 800 19th 
Street North. (It’s Alabama School of Fine Arts’ new state-of-the-art 
Theater!)

MAY 26 - Pacesetters Luncheon
Jim Baggett, Archivist for the City of Birmingham, will present this 
month’s program. This lecture will explore published images of 
Birmingham, reflecting the industry, politics and major events of this 
city in the late 19th century.

MAY 27 - Day Trip to Tuscaloosa Museum of Art  
Join us for a day trip to the Tuscaloosa Museum of Art to see the Jack 
Warner collection. Lunch at Cypress Inn. Leave Trinity at 8:30 AM.
You buy your lunch. Cost is $10 for van. No charge for the guided tour 
of museum.

For more info on any Senior Adult event, contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or 

alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

MISSION & OUTREACH
New! Weekenders Backpack Ministry
Would you like to be a part of this team? Email 
Trinity’s Director of Outreach Ministries, Kristan 
Walker, kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com. Please 
indicate the capacity of service in which you are in-
terested. We will kick off this neighborhood-loving 
ministry this fall and can’t wait to see what changes 
this brings in our community and in us.
To donate to this new ministry, you may place your 
check in the offering plate on Sundays, or you may 
return it to the church office. (Make checks payable 
to Trinity UMC, and marked Weekenders Back-
pack Program.)

For more information, please log on to:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/event/
weekenders-backpack-program/

nick ardillo bday

Many of the individual Sunday School classes are offering this study.  
If you are not currently in a SS class, you may join John Wesley, Horizons and 
Journey as they combine during the entire month of May for the 5-week curriculum.  
Contact amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com if you will be joining this group to ensure 
enough seating.  - ROOM 300 -

New! Men’s Small Group
Starting soon... a new men’s small 

group for medical students, 
residents, fellows, and attending 

physicians. 

The goal is to support each other in 
finding ways to incorporate Christian 

principles into the practice of medicine. 

If interested, contact Reed Dimmitt, 
Jim Williams or Dan Carter. 

Contact Reed Dimmitt at 
rdimmitt@uab.edu / cell 205.478.4106



IN MEMORIAM
Jane Watkins                                           May 10
We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Melissa and Greg Vinson on the death of 
her grandmother and to Troy and Jill Boren on 
the death of his grandmother, Laura Lee Boren, 
on May 5. She was also the great-grandmother of 
Drew Ryan Vinson and Daniel Morgan Vinson 
and Christian Bradley Boren and William 
James Boren.
• to the family of Jane Watkins who died on 
May 10.

As of May 10, 2015
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:             MONTH   
Month to Date Revenue                               $107,940
Monthly Needs to Date                                 $122,204
Balance/Shortage                                        $(14,264)

Capital Debt Retirement / month               $3,668

Capital Debt Retirement / to date             $44,693

Building Debt Balance                             $58,500

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions? Contact Ann Neptune at 879-1737 or 
aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Stephen and Krista Lutz on the birth of 
their daughter, Ellie Kate Lutz, on May 4. Proud 
big brother is Garrison Michael Lutz.
• to Chilton and Leigh Powell on the birth of 
their son, John Chilton Powell IV (Jack), on 
May 4. Proud grandparents are Jay and Kathy 
Powell.
• to Erik and Marie Pasco on the birth of their 
son, Oliver Moore Pasco, on May 11. Proud big 
brother is Graham Pasco.
• to Caroline Wheeler and Troy Braswell on 
their marriage on May 9.
• to Michael and Erinn Schmit on the baptism of 
their son, Theodore William Schmit, on May 10. 

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
BROOKWOOD:                          Marie Pasco

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - May 17 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC

8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL

10:00 AM Sunday School - various

11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL

4:00 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225

5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS

6:00 PM Element - Haven

8:00 PM Men’s Pick-up Basketball - GYM

Monday - May 18
6:30 AM Trinity Men - SDR

9:00 AM UMW Exec. Board Mtg. - FSR

10:00 AM UMW General Mtg. - FHALL

Tuesday - May 19
6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Youth Cafe

8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various

8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL

9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT

10:00 AM Mama & Me - Nursery

10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS

11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR

3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & Gym

6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT

Wednesday - May 20
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 304

6:00 PM Trinity Book Group - SP

7:00 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS

Thursday - May 21
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL

9:15 AM Adult Studies - various

3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & Gym

6:00 PM Trinity Studio - CFT

Friday - May 22
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
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                                  NEW! INFERTILITY SUPPORT GROUP  Trinity has a recently formed an Infertility Support 
Group for couples. The group is open to any interested members, community, and guests who are currently experiencing infertil-
ity.  The group will meet next on SUNDAY MAY 31 (last Sunday of the month) at 5 PM in the Small Parlor (Seminole Drive 
entrance). For questions, contact Mallory & Brian Wilson at mallorywilson725@gmail.com. 

Isaiah 54

nick ardillo bday

ATTENTION BOOKLOVERS!
The Trinity Book Group is looking for people 
who love to read and discuss all kinds of 
books. The group meets every third Wednes-
day of the month (September-May) at 6-7 PM.

There is an organizational meeting on 
Wednesday, May 20, at 6 PM in the Small 
Parlor.  At that time, it will be decided what 
books will be read starting in September. 
Please join us and introduce us to a book you 
would love to discuss!

COLLEGE GRADUATES
New Addresses Needed 
If you are a graduate and are 

moving, please contact 
Marie Pasco in the church office 
with your updated information. 

mpasco@trinitybirmingham.com 

GRADUATION & HONORS 
TIDINGS Spotlight - June 2

Please supply information about 
your high school or college 
graduate for a special listing 
that will appear in the June 2 

issue of Tidings. All details should 
be emailed to Haley Smith at 

hsmith@trinitybirmingham.com 
by no later than May 27. Please 
remember to include parents’ 

names and full details.
TRINITY STUDIO
Thursdays, 6 pm
Trinity has opened the doors of the old 
Craft Room and will continue to have 
open paint/sketch nights on Thursdays 
from 6-8PM. Bring your own materials 
(all mediums welcome!), bring a friend, 
and the fellowship and creative inspira-
tion will be provided for free! All artists 
or soon-to-be-artists are welcome. 



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Interested in Membership? Join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet the 
pastoral staff, ask questions and learn more about the core values and 
mission of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” 
a basic orientation prior to joining Trinity. It is offered on the second 
Sunday of each month. Questions? Contact Laura Eanes at 879-1737 
or leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.

Gene and Jana Renfroe
2801 Pump House Road, Birmingham, AL 35243
The Renfroes joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. They are both self employed, 
E. A. Renfroe & Co. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

(not pictured)

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug 

in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. 
Log on to:  http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer 

Michael and Meghan Fant
1645 Beckham Drive, Homewood, AL 35209
The Fants joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist Church 
and by vows from another Christian denomination. Michael is an attorney 
and Meghan works as a physical therapist. They have a daughter, Charlotte, 
who is 6 months old. 


