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Discovery Weekend 2014 is here. Join us in prayer this weekend (March 7-9) as over 
500 students will converge upon Trinity for Discovery. This weekend gives students a place to experience the love of 
God. This year the theme is “KNOWN.” Discovery is a spiritual formation experience for middle school youth. What 
makes it unique is that it is led by senior highs with the support of the entire church family and surrounding com-
munity! Please contact David Thompson dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com or call the church office for 
more details on how to get involved or to serve during the weekend. 

Summer 2014 
Kids Camps 
& Activities

For more, visit: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com

REGISTRATION BEGINS 
MONDAY, MARCH 11!
Questions about camps or summer 
dates, contact the Children’s Ministry 
department, 879-1737 or jbaswell@
trinitybirmingham.com.

Sumatanga Day Camp  
June 9-13
Music Camp  
June 9-13
Trinity Day Camp  
June 16-19 
Trinity Mission Camp  
June 23-25 
Sumatanga Sleepovers  
June 21-22 & July 12-13 
VBS 
July 21-24
Daddy Day Camp  
July 19 
Art Camps
June 9-13 July 14-18
June 16-20 July 28-Aug 1
July 7-11 Aug 4-8
Basketball Camps
June 23-27 July 28-Aug 1
Venture   August 4-6

ash wednesday MARCH 5, 2014
7:00 - 8:00 AM, Morning Come-and-Go Service   |  Sanctuary

6:30 PM,  Service of Ashes & Holy Communion   |  Sanctuary

lent 2014 See inside for details and special Lenten events.



It is Ash Wednesday, again!  It is not an easy thing, but a necessary thing – this thing of con-
fronting our brokenness and our mortality.  We would rather deny, pretend, or hide – but we 
only end up hiding from ourselves and God. Confronting ourselves is necessary, because that 
is the way to growth, the way to Easter.  Walter Brueggemann, one of my favorite writers, has a 
poem which expresses this called “Marked by Ashes.”  

Marked by Ashes 

Ruler of the Night, Guarantor of the day . . .
This day - a gift from you.
This day - like none other you have ever given, or we have ever received.
This Wednesday dazzles us with gift and newness and possibility.
This Wednesday burdens us with the tasks of the day, for we are already halfway home
     halfway back to committees and memos,
     halfway back to calls and appointments,
     halfway on to next Sunday,
     halfway back, half frazzled, half expectant,
     half turned toward you, half rather not.

This Wednesday is a long way from Ash Wednesday,
   but all our Wednesdays are marked by ashes -
     we begin this day with that taste of ash in our mouth:
        of failed hope and broken promises,
        of forgotten children and frightened women,
     we ourselves are ashes to ashes, dust to dust;
     we can taste our mortality as we roll the ash around on our tongues.

We are able to ponder our ashness with
   some confidence, only because our every Wednesday of ashes
   anticipates your Easter victory over that dry, flaky taste of death.

On this Wednesday, we submit our ashen way to you -
   your Easter parade of newness.
   Before the sun sets, take our Wednesday and Easter us,
      Easter us to joy and energy and courage and freedom;
      Easter us that we may be fearless for your truth.
   Come here and Easter our Wednesday with
      mercy and justice and peace and generosity.

We pray as we wait for the Risen One who comes soon.

SERMON
Dr. Andrew Wolfe

• 
MUSIC

8:45 AM - Seeds of Faith, Kathryn Fouse, 
Men’s Quartet, Men’s Chorus

11:00 AM - Seeds of Faith, Kathryn Fouse,
Men’s Quartet, Sanctuary Choir

 • 
MINISTER ON CALL

Andrew Wolfe,  871-1309

PERSONAL WORD

information for guests & new members
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow people in 
Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – Traditional services in the sanctuary, 
offering same sermon and a variety of music.
•8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, informal, 
service in Wesley Hall featuring praise music from the 
CONTACT Band, children are encouraged to attend. 
•10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 years and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.

Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in the large 
parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet 
the pastoral staff, ask questions and learn more about the 
core values and mission of Trinity. 
We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a 
basic orientation prior to joining Trinity. It is offered on the 
second Sunday of each month. Contact Rev. Drew 
Holland at dholland@trinitybirmingham.com or call 
879-1737 with any questions.

Andrew Wolfe – Senior Minister
Suzanne Pruitt – Minister of Christian Formation
Drew Holland – Minister of Welcoming Ministries       
                              and Young Adults
Nathan Carden – Minister of Outreach, Contact
David Thompson – Minister of Students
Bobby Scales – Minister of Pastoral Care & Visitation

•Church Office:  879-1737,   Fax 868-9714
•Care Line:  868-9709
•Child Development Center:  879-1749

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL

Rev. Nathan Carden

MARCH 2 - ATTENDANCE

1300 • Total Worship Attendance
846 • Traditional  |  454 • Contact

786 • Sunday School

SUNDAY, MARCH 9, 2014
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

FULL COMMUNION
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast via 
15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.
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Trinity United Methodist ChurchLENT 2014

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT
March 9          Fasting                                                           
March 16        Prayer                                                             
March 23        Service                                                           
March 30        Accountability                                             
April 6             Worship                                                         
April 13           Study                                                             

SUNDAYS 8:45 & 11:00 AM 
Sanctuary Worship  Dr. Andy Wolfe 
Contact Worship  Rev. Nathan Carden 

From our earliest days of piano lessons, baseball, art classes, or theatre, this 
phrase echoes in our memories through the voices of teachers, coaches and par-
ents. Their wisdom and experience taught us that no matter our area of interest, 
it wasn’t just enough to have the desire to achieve excellence. They insisted that 
mastering an instrument, sport, stage character or artistic technique is only pos-
sible through diligent attentiveness and rote repetition. They were right. And what 
was true at 8 years old we know to be true at 80 years old – practice makes perfect.

Our theological forefather John Wesley called our lifelong process of growing in 
grace, “Christian Perfection.” During this Lenten season, we recognize that “prac-
tice makes perfect” for our Christian journeys, individually and as a community. If 
we are to become the people God created us to be, we must do more than dream 
or desire. We must put our faith into practice. The late Anglican minister, Reverend 
John Stott, once said “Holiness is not a condition into which we drift.” When we 
practice our faith through time-tested spiritual disciplines, the Holy Spirit works in 
cooperation with our initiative and we are transformed. Over time, through prac-
ticing holy habits, we begin to notice that we extend forgiveness more easily, have 
compassion more naturally, seek justice more passionately, and embody peace 
more consistently.

During this Lenten season, Sunday morning worship services in the Sanctuary 
and in Contact will focus upon a different spiritual discipline each week. At the 
conclusion of each worship service, we will offer simple guides for how to practice 
the respective discipline that week. We trust that when the Holy Spirit can make 
use of our initiative and discipline, spiritual practices will help us reflect God’s 
image in us more perfectly.

“Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work 
in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.” 
Philippians 2, Apostle Paul

1400 Oxmoor Road  •  Homewood, AL  35209  •  205.879.1737

For Lenten updates and information visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com                   Dr. Andrew Wolfe, Senior Pastor

ash wednesday MARCH 5, 2014
7:00 - 8:00 AM, Morning Come-and-Go Service   |  Sanctuary

6:30 PM,  Service of Ashes & Holy Communion   |  Sanctuary

practice makes perfect

lenten worship and sermon series



Trinity’s Way of the Cross is a series of unique paintings, created by 
Trinity artists, that portray Jesus’ journey to the cross.  These paint-
ings provide a way to enter into His journey in an act of devotion and 
worship. During the Lenten season, the Way of the Cross paintings 
hang in the Sanctuary. Devotional guides may be found in baskets at 
the Sanctuary entrance doors. Guides are available for both adults and 
children – and may be used by individuals or groups. Through this de-
votional practice, we join with Christ’s journey for us. These paintings 
and the devotional guide may also be found online. Please visit www.
trinitybirmingham.com.

way of the cross
  paintings

Full Communion will be served on Ash Wednesday, 
March 5 and on the first Sunday in Lent,  March 
9 in all services. It will be offered at the Maundy 
Thursday service on April 17. Communion is of-
fered during Lent following all Sunday traditional 
worship services in the Sanctuary at 9:45 AM 
and 12:00 PM. Communion will also be offered 
throughout Lent during the Contact services at 
8:45 AM and 11:00 AM in Wesley Hall. 

holy communion
  during lent

Are you in your 20’s? Are you out of college? Are you not married? If 
so...you’re invited to join us for dinner and a Lenten Bible study at 
the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott.  The study begins on Tuesday, March 
11 and will run until Easter. Dinner is free and is served at 6:30 PM 
with the study following dinner. For more information, email Lisa 
Elliott at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com or call 879-1737. 

young adult study

A Labyrinth visually resembles a maze, but is actually quite different. It 
is not a puzzle to solve and there are no dead ends. It is a pathway that 
we walk physically toward the center, and then out again. This experi-
ence mirrors our prayerful journey we take inward to know our truest 
selves and ultimately to encounter God in prayer. This ancient Christian 
tool helps us experience the presence of the Holy Spirit in fresh and 
meaningful ways.

Our Lenten worship theme of “Practice Makes Perfect” is a fitting 
time to take advantage of our beautiful Prayer Garden and Labyrinth. 

During Holy Week, the week leading up to Easter Sunday, we will 
offer a special come and go prayer experience in our Prayer Gar-
den on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings from 5-8 PM.

A special Lenten prayer guide will be provided to lead you through the 
labyrinth. The prayer garden will be lighted and soft music will be play-
ing. We will also have a kneeling station where you may light candles for 
specific prayer needs. While the labyrinth is intended for individual per-
sonal reflection, we encourage families to experience it together. Adults 
can model and encourage their children to seek God and offer prayers 
for themselves and others. We hope that you will take advantage of this 
beautiful space and practice as we prepare for Easter weekend.

holy week prayer garden services

A Guide to Prayer will be given out during the Lenten season along with 
a candle and a bookmark. Trinity hopes to help provide you with a quiet 
moment with God. You can light your candle and pray for God to illu-
minate your reading of scripture. There is a daily bible selection listed 
on the bookmark so you can read and hear God’s word to you each day. 

bookmark,candles,
  and guide to prayer



HOLY WEEK

NOON SERVICES
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday

(April 14, 15, &  16) These half hour lunchtime services 
at Noon on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week 

provide a convenient worship opportunity. 
A guest speaker is featured each day, and lunch is served 

immediately following each service at 12:30 PM 
in the Fellowship Hall ($5 per person).

Nursery is provided. 

•
MAUNDY THURSDAY

APRIL 17
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

7:00 PM - Sanctuary

•
GOOD FRIDAY

APRIL 18
2:00 PM - Homewood Community 

“Way of the Cross” Procession.
[Begins at Homewood Park]

SERVICE OF DARKNESS
7:00 PM - Sanctuary

Scripture, prayers, liturgy and special music 
by the Sanctuary Choir and Trinity Orchestra.

APRIL 14-18

Children enjoy waving palm branches each year on Palm Sunday at Trinity.

palm sunday 
events

PALM CROSS WORKSHOP
SATURDAY, APRIL 12

9:00 AM - Fellowship Hall 
Bring your scissors and help make Palm Crosses that will be used
in the Palm Sunday services. All are welcome; all skills and ages 
are needed. Questions? Contact Marie McElheny at 879-0747.

PALM SUNDAY MORNING
SUNDAY, APRIL 13

8:45 AM & 11:00 AM - Sanctuary 
On Palm Sunday, children may participate in the Palm Procession

by waving palm branches and placing them on the altar at the 
beginning of the 8:45 & 11:00 AM worship services.

PALM SUNDAY EVENING TAIZE
SUNDAY, APRIL 13

6:00 PM - Sanctuary
On the evening of Palm Sunday, “Prayers Around the Cross” 

Taize Service will take place at 6:00 PM in the Sanctuary.

bookmark,candles,
  and guide to prayer



1400 Oxmoor Road  •  Homewood, AL  35209  •  205.879.1737

For Lenten updates and information visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com                   Dr. Andrew Wolfe, Senior Pastor

The cross of Jesus Christ is made up of two inter-
secting beams, one vertical and one horizontal. If 
we allow the Lenten season to serve as a time of 
spiritual check-up for us, the directions of these 
two beams become symbolic of our reconciliation 
with God (vertical), and our reconciliation with 
our neighbor (horizontal). Through the power of 
the cross of Jesus Christ, we can be fully recon-
ciled to both.

Our Lenten worship theme this year emphasizes 
growing in relationship with God through spiritual 
disciplines. Our Lenten offering this year provides 
us all with an expression of how we can be recon-
ciled with our world. Because God has blessed our 
church, we have a calling to help others in Jesus’ 
name. Each gift that you give will go to help our 
neighbors beyond our church walls in the greater 
Birmingham area with food, housing, healthcare, 
and education.

In a few weeks, Trinity members will receive a let-
ter about this special offering with an envelope in-
cluded. Gifts directed to this offering can be made 
any time during this Holy Season. As you prayer-
fully consider your gifts, be reminded of the words 
of the Apostle Paul from 2 Corinthians 5:18: 
“This is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation.”

lenten offering

SUNDAY, APRIL 6  |  3 PM   (Rain Date: April 13)
Trinity’s Egg Hunt for children ages 3 through 2nd grade will be held on Sunday afternoon, 
April 6 at 3 PM.  The hunt will be held once again this year at McCallum Park in Vestavia.  
Come join the celebration of finding eggs and enjoying friends!

annual spring egg hunt

For a complete listing of Trinity’s Lenten 
services and special events, log on to:
www.trinitybirmingham.com

more info

SUNRISE SERVICE  |  6:30 AM
at Homewood Park (Wesley Hall in case of rain)

 led by Trinity’s youth.
Breakfast will follow the service in the Fellowship Hall.

SANCTUARY  WORSHIP
 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 AM

in the Sanctuary led by Dr. Andrew Wolfe
with Trinity Choirs and Orchestra.

CONTACT WORSHIP
8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 AM

in Wesley Hall led by Rev. Nathan Carden
with the CONTACT Band.

APRIL 20

EASTER SUNDAY

RESURRECTION CROSS and  BUTTERFLY RELEASE
Participate in a Trinity Easter tradition and bring fresh flowers and greenery from your yard to 
decorate the “living cross” on the front lawn of the church on Easter morning before worship. 
During the Sunday School hour, elementary children and their Sunday School classes will 
release butterflies on the front lawn near the Resurrection Cross. This is also a Trinity Easter 
tradition that signifies and celebrates new life.



As of February 28, 2014
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:        MONTH   
Month to Date Revenue-Feb.                    $ 281,130 
Monthly Needs to Date                    $ 288,890
Balance/Shortage                       $ (7,760)

Capital Debt Retirement gifts this month     $ 4,376
Capital Debt Retirement gifts to date          $ 10,814

Note from the Treasurer: Questions about church 
finances-income or expense? If you wonder how funds 
are received or expensed, the financial books of Trinity 
are open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 879-
1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

treasurer’s report

take note

congratulations
• to Jimmy and Melissa Summers on the birth of 
their daughter, Helen Grace Summers, on March 2. 
Big sister is Lucy Summers. Grandparents are Jim 
and Anne Summers and Judi Morris. Aunt and 
Uncle are John and Suzan Brandt and cousins are 
Virginia Kate and Jack Brandt.
• to Steven and Julie Mizerany on the baptism of 
their son, Walker Joseph Mizerany, on March 2.
• to Brannon and Holly Foster on the baptisms 
of their children, Emma Mayer Foster & Thomas 
Maxwell Foster, on March 2.
• to Sarah Frazier and Brandon Gallups on their 
wedding on March 1.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

in the hospital
UAB:                                              Harold Fletcher
CHILDREN’S:                                         Noah Vick
BROOKWOOD:                              Melissa Summers
                                                         Andrew Burgess

highlighted events this week
Sunday - March 9
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL 
4:00 PM Sr. Adult Bible Study - SP
4:00 PM NO Youth Handbells
5:00 PM NO Youth Choir Rehearsal
5:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:00 PM NO Element
6:15 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
8:00 PM Men’s Pickup Basketball - GYM
Monday - March 10
6:30 AM Trinity Men - SDR
8:00 AM Senior Exercise Class - FHALL 
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
5:30 PM Finance Mtg. - SDR
6:15 PM Admin. Board Dinner - FHALL
7:00 PM Admin. Board Mtg. - WHALL
Tuesday - March 11
6:00 AM Youth Prayer Breakfast - Haven

8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
10:00 AM Mama & Me - Nursery
10:00 AM  Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:30 PM Young Adult Study (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM Young Adult Study (30’s) - SDR
Wednesday - March 12
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 315
4:45 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL
5:00 PM Children’s Music - various
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - MS
Thursday - March 13
8:00 AM Senior Exercise Class - FHALL 
9:00 AM Adult Studies - various 
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
Friday - March 14
8:30 AM Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
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pacesetters news
• APRIL 9 - ANTIQUITY CENTER, SAVE THE DATE! 
Explorations in Antiquity Center, LaGrange, GA. We will explore the Scrip-
ture Garden Walk; enjoy the Biblical Meal Presentation; and visit the new 
Artifacts Gallery, which houses many treasures from the Holy Land. Trip 
includes travel on deluxe motorcoach all tours and meal, $89.00.

• MAY 29 - JUNE 3 - WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP 
Trinity Travelers will travel to Washington D. C. for 6 days/5 nights (with 3 
consecutive nights in D.C.), 8 meals, two full-day guided tours of Washing-
ton D.C.   All the monuments and Memorials, the Smithsonian, and Arling-
ton and much more are included in this tour at the very reasonable price of 
$475 per double (add $170 for single occupancy). 

For reservations or more information on any event listed above, contact Amy 
Lewis at 879-1737 or email alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

Nursery Volunteers - March 9
Kristen Coppock, Ashley & Tucker Groves, Rachel Holt,

 Lauren Latham

To volunteer, please contact Barry Smith at 879-1737 or 
email nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.

in memoriam
Frances Killingsworth              February 19
Bruce Holcomb                                    March 2 
   
We extend our love and sympathy: 
• to friends and family of Frances Killingsworth 
who died on February 19.
• to Sherry Holcomb on the death of her hus-
band and to Anna Holcomb on the death of her 
father, Bruce Holcomb, on March 2. 

For Lenten updates and information visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com                   Dr. Andrew Wolfe, Senior Pastor
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Interested in joining Trinity? Join us...

Sunday, March 9
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

This class is strongly suggested for visitors who are considering 
membership at Trinity. During this hour, prospective members and 
those interested will review the membership covenant one makes 

when joining the Trinity Family. Ask a Greeter to direct you!

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Interested in Membership? Join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet the pastoral 
staff, ask questions and learn more about the core values and mission of Trinity. 
We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic orientation prior 
to joining Trinity.  It is offered on the second Sunday of each month. Questions? 
Contact Drew Holland at 879-1737, dholland@trinitybirmingham.com.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Brannon and Holly Foster
500 Edgeland Place, Homewood, AL 35209
The Fosters joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Brannon is an architect and 
Holly works in TCDC. They have two children, Emma 
(5) and Thomas (8).

PARKING NOTICE:  Trinity members and guests should 
NOT park in the All Saints’ lot near Oxmoor Rd. Also, please do not 
block the dumpsters or areas that are marked as NO Parking zones. 
Note that the small parking lot is reserved for handicapped, elderly and 
families with small children on Wednesday evenings and Sunday morn-
ings. Do not park in marked handicap spaces if you do not have an 
official handicap permit.

Honor or remember your loved ones 
in our Sunday worship services by sponsoring

 altar flowers or the radio broadcasts. 
For details and more information on how to place these 
orders, please contact Ann Neptune in the church office 

at aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.


