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Bring your blanket, 
chairs, family 

and a neighbor 
and come enjoy movies 

under the moon 
with us this summer!

JULY 11  |  7:45 PM  

Big Hero 6

SUMATANGASUMMER FUN

Sumatanga Sleepover 
                 & Sumatanga Day Camp

Trinity children experienced Camp Sumatanga last week...
Sumatanga Sleepover was held over the weekend for 
mothers and thier children to explore camp together.

Day Campers enjoyed the week with activities such as 

hiking, swimming, canoeing, arts and crafts, and more!



As you read this, I am on vacation.  That’s right, my first official act as senior 
pastor undesignate is to leave town.  I’m not sure what kind of message 
that sends.

Frankly, vacation does not come naturally to me.  Work is much more in my 
wheelhouse.  When I get home from my paying job in the evenings, I usu-
ally have three projects waiting for me, by design.  When the weekend rolls 
around, I start dreaming about all the stuff I can get done.  I don’t like to sit 
still.  So the idea of taking time simply to “be” is pretty counter-intuitive.  
Mollie and the kids have learned to be patient with me in the first few days of 
any break, as I start looking for something to do.

And if I’m honest, deeper even than the desire to get something done is this 
nagging sense I have that I am only worth what I do, that my value to the 
world is inextricably tied to my accomplishments.  That somehow my “oldest-
child-need-to-prove-myself” gene will be satisfied if I just get a little more 
done.  Even admitting to you that I am on vacation feels a bit like confession, 
like I should justify my time away with a promise of all the extra work I’ll get 
done when I return.

And yet scripture begins with a command to rest.  Genesis tells us that part of 
creation is a God who rests, not because He is weary, just because this is His 
nature.  Woven into the fabric of the universe is the God who works, calls it 
good, and then kicks up His feet.  And made in God’s image, we are wired for 
the same rhythm—to work, and to balance our labors with holy rest.  Sabbath 
is not an afterthought, it is part of God’s design from day one.  

And that means that rest is as spiritual as it is physical.  God speaks through 
the psalmist, giving one of the most difficult commandments in all of scrip-
ture: “Be still, and in doing so, acknowledge that I am God.” Knowing God 
and being still are wrapped up in each other. Our Jewish ancestors taught that 
the Sabbath was God’s way of reminding us that we’re not as important as we 
think—that even as we rest, God will keep the world spinning.  

Our stillness is an act of praise, a way of declaring our trust in the goodness of 
God.  It also opens us up to see all the things we miss when we are living life 
at highway speeds.  Without meaning to, work without rest can make us numb 
to the things that make life worth living, and our jobs worth doing.

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Brian Erickson - Senior Minister
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students
Robert Sturdivant - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

JUNE 14 - ATTENDANCE
1,177 • Total Worship Attendance
871 • Traditional  |  306 • Contact
702 •  Sunday School Attendance

SERMON 
Rev. Nathan Carden

• 
MUSIC

8:45 & 11:00 AM 
William A. Gardner Handbell Choir

Praise Alliance

Sanctuary Choir
•

MINISTER ON CALL
Bobby Scales - 746-4547 

SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2015
8:45 & 11 AM  •  Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL

Rev. Caitlyn Harper

PERSONAL WORD

1,177  Total Worship Attendance
871  Traditional  / 306  Contact
702  Sunday School Attendance



CONTINUED...
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VBS is July 13-16
Register online now!

www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/summer-programs

 Early Bird CD...
With early registration you can be one of the first

to receive a CD to start learning the VBS songs!
CDs are available in the Children’s Ministry Offices.  

Pick yours up as soon as you register!

We still need 

19 
VBS teacher volunteers!

Attention!
3rd, 4th & 5th

graders...

VENTURE 2015
Won’t you be my 

NEIGHBOR?
August 3-5

Register your 
3rd-5th grader for 

VENTURE today!  
Aug 3-5  |  6-8:30 pm

$10 registration
dinner included

So whether we are on vacation or neck-deep 
in our vocations, my prayer for us is that our 
busyness would be broken by stillness, that our 
pace would be peace, and we would all be re-
minded that we are made for more than work.  

Happy rest,

      Brian

PS.  If anyone breaks into our house while 
we’re gone, I am going to know it’s somebody 
on this mailing list.  That narrows it down to 
roughly four thousand people.

Coach Paul Brown, will host Basketball Camps at Trinity this summer. Coach Brown is recog-
nized as an outstanding teacher of youth basketball in a very positive setting. This action packed 
camp will include fundamentals, team activities, rules of the game and learning to play. Plan to 
join us this summer for an exciting week of basketball.

Basketball Camp!

Register Today at trinitybirmingham.com/kids/summer-programs

VBS NEEDS

YOU!
Volunteers are still needed 
for VBS in July 2015! These 
kids need you to sign up 
today so that VBS can be a 
rousing success!

Email Mary Gardner 
gardnermp@yahoo.com
to sign up!
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The Family Promise Live Auction Fundraiser 
will be held on July 30th at Rosewood Hall in 
Homewood.

We are very excited about this beautiful new 
venue and we have some fun surprises in store for 
you. There will be delicious heavy hors d’ oeu-

vres, beverages, a photo booth, raffles and much 
more! Watch for further announcements!

Tickets will go fast! So don’t wait!

LIVE Auction
F U N D  R A I S E R

PACESETTERS
JUNE 18 - Chaffin Carousel Carving Studio

This trip is full. The cost to cover the tour and lecture is 
$15.00 per person. We will have lunch afterward in one 
of the many fine restaurants in Five Points.
Leave Trinity at 9:30 AM.

JUNE 23 - Pacesetter Lunch

On Tuesday, June 23, the Pacesetters Lunch will be held 
at 12:00 Noon in the Fellowship Hall. The special pro-
gram will feature one of our favorite performers: 
RAY REACH. Ray is one of the most versatile and in-
demand pianist / guitarist / singers and recording session 
musicians in the Southeast, accomplished at many styles, 
specializing in Motown Soul, Classic Rock, Country, 
Blues and straight-ahead Jazz piano with vocals in the 
style of Michael Buble, Frank Sinatra, Tony Bennett, 
Jamie Cullum, Harry Connick, Jr., and Ray Charles.  
As a studio musician, Ray has played on recordings done 
in Dallas, Atlanta, Los Angeles, New York, Austin, 
Nashville, Birmingham and Muscle Shoals. He is now 
serving as Director of Student Jazz Programs at the 
Alabama Jazz Hall of Fame. 

NOTE!
THERE IS NO PACESETTER MEETING IN JULY.

AUGUST 25 - Pacesetter Lunch
Pacesetters Lunch resumes in August with special 
speaker: J.P. Dice, Fox6 Meterologist.

For more info on any Senior Adult event, contact Amy 
Lewis at 879-1737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

205.977.6637 or email at jf2208@yp.com
Contact Jamie Fitzwater for information,



New
Men’s 
Small 
Group

Starting soon... a new 
men’s small group for 

medical students, 
residents, fellows, and 
attending physicians. 

The goal is to support 
each other in finding ways 

to incorporate Christian 
principles into the practice 

of medicine. 

If interested, contact 
Reed Dimmitt, 
Jim Williams or 

Dan Carter. 

Contact Reed Dimmitt at 
rdimmitt@uab.edu / 
cell 205.478.4106

Are you a young professional? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, we would love for you to join us for seven Tuesday nights! Rev. Nathan Carden will be teaching lessons 
on the Seven Deadly Sins beginning on Tuesday, June 16, 2015 at 6:30pm at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. 
Come hang out and have a fun time with folks like you! Free homecooked dinner, 
fellowship, and door prizes!

Trinity
UMC YOUNG  PROFESSIONALS

4168 Memorial Park Circle, Hoover, AL 35226
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MISSION & OUTREACH
Weekenders Backpack Ministry News!
We have news to share about the Weekender Back-
pack ministry. We received initial numbers from 
Homewood City School counselors. Currently we 
will be providing food for the weekends to 56 stu-
dents. These students go to Edgewood, Shades Ca-
haba, Hall Kent, and Homewood Middle School. 

At this point, Trinity has raised $27, 331! We have 
over 40 Trinity volunteers signed up to help with 
our weekly deliveries. We have also had some great 
discussion and brainstorming amongst our volun-
teers, like possibly adding fresh produce to the bags 
in the future (once we get our feet wet).
 
Our first delivery day will be August 21, the Friday 
of the first full week of school. We will deliver ev-
ery Friday the schools are in session, and we will 
be providing larger amounts of food for times like 
Thanksgiving break. 

The generosity of the Trinity family most assuredly 
stems from the Spirit! Thank you.

For more information, please log on to:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/event/
weekenders-backpack-program/
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student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

ELEMENT STAFF CHANGES
As many of you know our middle school director, David Hayes, left last month to 
take a job in medical sales. We have worked really hard over the last few weeks 
and are excited to announce that we have hired two amazing folks to work on our 
youth team under a new staff structure. I will be moving into a new role…Executive 
Pastor of Family and Student Discipleship. While much of my job will still be student 
ministry, I will also be working in a few other areas of the church. Robert Sturdivant 
will be moving up to be the Youth Pastor. Then we will have Tori, Ryane and our two 
new hires, Parker and Kate, that will make up the rest of the team.  Parker will begin 
the first of July and will be going on SOS with us and Kate will come on our team 
fully in August (she will be going on ARM with us). We will send out more details on 
the structure of the staff in the coming weeks.

LUNCH CLUB TUESDAY
This Tuesday from 11:00 – 2:00 pm we will meet, load up vans, pick up food and 
return to the church for food and fellowship. Students need to bring money for lunch.

SERVICE OVER SELF (SOS)
Looking for a great way to serve this summer? Service Over Self (SOS), our high 
school mission trip, needs YOU! Our trip is July 5-11 (still space available for 
students). If you are interested either as a student or an adult leader, please go to 
http://elementstudentministry.com/sos/ or email Robert at 
rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.

ARM MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP
We only need 1 more adult volunteer for our ARM mission trip! If you are willing to 
be an adult leader, email Tori Tenniswood at ttenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com.     

WIDE OPEN 2015! HIGH SCHOOL DISCOVERY
High School Discovery Weekend registration is NOW OPEN! Wide Open 2015 will 
be August 15-16 and is for all upcoming high school students. For more information 
and for registration, go to www.highschooldiscovery.com. Make sure to take advan-
tage of our Early Bird Discount!

As always, if there is anything that we can do better to reach your student, please let 
us know. 

David Thompson, dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com

20 Students and 5 Adults will be working at the Methodist Community Center in Cieneguita, 
Chiriqui!  Our team will be in ministry to the Ngobe people (the largest indigenous group in Panama 
and the poorest of the poor. Students and adults will be building homes for the Ngobe people as well 
as leading Vacation Bible school to the many children!

Youth PANAMA Trip: Helping the Poor

We depart on June 20 
                    and return on June 27!



IN MEMORIAM
John Pearson                                          June 14

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Polly Pearson and family on the death of her 
husband, John Pearson, who died on June 14.
• to Emily Hill and to Lauren and Billy 
Recknor on the death of their grandmother, 
Georgia Hill, on June 8. She was also the great-
grandmother of Grayson Hill.

As of June 14, 2015

GENERAL BUDGET:    

Month to Date Revenue-June                           $129,399

Monthly needs to date (month)          $152,755         

Balance/shortage                              $(23,556)

Capital Debt Retirement gifts this month              $6,190

Capital Debt Retirement gifts year to date         $55,908

Balance owed on Building debt            $58,500

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Will and Anne Kimbell Neighbors on the 
birth of their son, William Grant Neighbors, who 
was born on May 28.
• to Andreas and Jennifer Ogger on the birth 
of their son, Finn Caleb Ogger, who was born on 
June 8.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
PRINCETON                                   Jack Wells

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK

PLEASE NOTE:  Tidings publishes each week on 
Tuesday (except for the week of Christmas). The 
deadline for submitting information to be included is 
on Thursday, the week prior to the publish date. Please 
submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the 
printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed 
and mailed on Tuesday afternoon. Should you not 
receive your copy in a timely manner, please contact 
your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings 
is available each week on Tuesday at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings 7

TAKE NOTE
Honor or remember 
a loved one with 
flowers...
You may sponsor the Sunday altar 
flowers in either honor or in memory 
of a special group or person. Sponsors 
and their gifts are recognized in the 
Sunday worship bulletin. There are 
open dates throughout the year. For 
details and more information, contact 
Lisa Elliott at 879-1737 or email
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

Sunday - June 21 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM “Your Move” Study - FHALL
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
8:00 PM Men Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - June 22
12:00 PM   Senior Adults MahJongg - SP
Tuesday - June 23
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
11:00 AM Youth Lunch Club - Haven
12:00 PM Pacesetter Luncheon - FHALL
6:30 PM     Young Adults (20’s) - NAT

Wednesday - June 24
5:00 PM Contact Music Practice - WHALL
6:00 PM Seeds of Faith Practice - MS
6:00 PM     Men’s Study - 310
6:00 PM Women’s Study - Rm. 309
6:00 PM     Romans Study - Rm. 311
7:00 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - June 25
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
9:15 AM Women’s Study - Rm. 309
6:00 PM Trinity Studio - CFT
Friday - June 26
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL

Would you like to serve 
on the Altar Guild?
Take part in a wonderful “behind-the-
scenes” way to serve by preparing the 
sanctuary for worship. It only takes a few 
minutes each week to help in this mean-
ingful capacity. Commit for one month 
out of the year, taking care of altar duties 
such as dusting, oiling candles, changing 
paraments. Work with a team member 
and have fun helping others worship 
God. Contact Noelle Cadden 
to get started! ncjc3@bellsouth.net 
or 602-5100.

Our Trinity United Methodist Women are in the process of “bring-
ing back” the much loved Rose Window notecards. And, we need 
YOUR HELP! We would love to add some more recent Trinity 
scenes to our Rose Window collection. If you have any eye catch-
ing shots taken around Trinity that you would like to submit for our 
notecard consideration, please contact:

Cel Bailey 
942-2455
umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com

Rose Window Notecards



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug 

in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. 
Log on to:  http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer 

James Cormany
1656 28th Ave S  Homewood, AL 35209 
James joined Trinity by transfer from another 
Christian denomination. He is currently retired.

JUNE 7-28 - IMAGINE NO MALARIA 

Join the Trinity family in doing our 
part to help stop Malaria. From now 
through June 28, please donate to 
this worthy cause. An information 
table will be available on Sunday 
morning in the 2nd floor commons, 
stop by and donate. Your dollars will 
go toward providing bed nets, train-
ing health workers, and revitalizing hospitals and clinics. 
Trinity’s Goal: $7,500. 
Contact Julie Adams at jadams@trinitybirmingham.com

www.imaginenomalaria.org 


