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Kids ages 4K-3rd grade...
Join us for a fun-filled
CaveQuest adventure!

July 18 - 21
9 AM - 12 Noon

Oxmoor Campus • No Fee
Register Today!

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Volunteers are needed!
To sign up, contact Eleanor at

echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com. 

VBS is coming 
July 18-21

David Thompson, 
executive pastor 
of youth and family 
at Trinity is headed 
to the Summer 
Olympics.

“I’m super excited,” 
said Thompson, 
a former member 
of the Team USA 
handball squad 

from 2001-2011. He was elected to be one of two Ath-
lete Service Coordinators for Team USA at the Olym-
pics in Brazil. “It’s definitely a great opportunity.”

Thompson was elected to the position by the Ath-
lete Advisory Council, which includes one voting 
athlete from each sport, based on his role as a 
former athlete for the national team. “It’s distinctly 
my role as an athlete that got me there,” Thompson 
said. “I will be living in the village with the athletes.”

Although he’s not a chaplain, and there will be 
chaplains at the facility, Thompson said he won’t 
hesitate to counsel, share his faith or pray with ath-
letes. “I will let the athletes know what I do,” Thomp-
son said. “I’m willing to pray and support them in 
any way needed.”

The Summer Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro 
begin August 5 and end August 21. Thompson will 
depart for Rio on July 21, help open the Olympic vil-
lage on July 24 and help the athletes prepare for the 
games. He will live in the Olympic Village and serve, 
mentor, advise and support Team USA athletes as a 
non-competing athlete on the USOC Team.

He will help organize the Flag Bearer elections for 
opening and closing ceremonies, help run orienta-
tion for all Team USA athletes as they check in at 
the Olympic village and assist with guest passes 
and tickets for competing athletes.

He will also help oversee operation of the U.S. Ath-
lete Service Center in the village. “We have a space 
that we run, the Athlete Service Center,” Thompson 
said. “It’s just for athletes. It’s a place we build com-
radery and fellowship.”

Trinity Methodist will have Olympic-theme worship 
services in August during the Olympics. Thompson 
will check in with the congregation by live video 
stream or taped video segments.

Thompson sees some parallels in his current job 
and how he can help Olympic athletes. “Here I deal 
with people going through major losses, such as 
divorce or death,” he said. “For Olympic athletes, 
they train for a special moment and that moment 
may not have gone as well as they thought.”

David Thompson last competed in the Pan Ameri-
can Games in Mexico in 2011 on the Team USA 
handball squad. To qualify for election as an Athlete 
Service Coordinator, an athlete had to participate in 
the Olympics or Pan American games in the past 
decade.

Thompson participated in the Pan American Games 
in 2003, when Team USA won the bronze medal, 
and again in 2011. The Pan American Games, held 
every four years, is a qualifying event for the Olym-
pics. Only one handball team from North America, 
Central America and South America goes on to the 
Olympics. “Only 12 teams in the world qualify for 
the Olympics,” he said. He last competed in the 
2011 Pan American Games in Mexico, then retired.

He turned his focus fully to ministry. “I was in youth 
ministry the whole time I was on the men’s national 
team,” Thompson said.

 “Winning and losing is important, but it’s not the 
only thing,” he said. “If it were the only thing, the 
low is too low and the high is too high. It helps to 
depend on God, on something bigger.”

The agony of defeat can be demoralizing and a 
spiritual outlook helps, he said. “For many of these 
athletes it can be fractions of a second, that you’ve 
worked your whole life for,” Thompson said. “It can 
be a tough blow. I plan to let people know my faith 
and what I do. I may do a better Bible study for 
those who want to. I want to include the church 
body in what’s going on down there. We’ll figure out 
a way I can correspond, let them get a sense of 
what the village is like.”

By Greg Garrison | al.com on June 29, 2016

Rev. David Thompson Headed to Summer Olympics in Brazil



SUNDAY, JULY 10, 2016

RADIO BOADCAST
The 8:45 AM traditional worship service 

is broadcast via 15-minute delay from 
9-10 AM Sundays on 

WAPI-1070 AM & 99.5 FM.

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
8:45 & 11:00 AM - Sanctuary

Rev. Suzanne Pruitt

CONTACT WORSHIP 
8:45 & 11:00 AM - Wesley Hall

Rev. Bobby Scales

SUNDAY SCHOOL HOUR  10:00 AM

OXMOOR CAMPUS

9:30 AM - Contemporary Service
11:00 AM - Traditional Service

Rev. Brian Erickson

OAKMONT CAMPUS

ON CALL LINE  |  205-538-3682

JULY 3 - ATTENDANCE
486  •  Traditional services
274  •  Contact services
109  •  Oakmont services
 •  Nursery total
•  Sunday School total

 WELCOME  TO  TRINITY

-Brian Erickson Senior Minister

-Nathan Carden Minister of Contact Worship 
                                and Young Adults

-Suzanne Pruitt Minister of Christian Formation

-Jack Hinnen Minister of Oakmont Campus
 

-Bobby Scales Minister of Pastoral Care

-Reid Crotty Minister of Pastoral Care

-David Thompson Minister of Family & Youth

-Robert Sturdivant Minister of Students

Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world and Glorify Christ.

PASTORAL STAFF: CONTACT US:
Church Office:  879-1737
Fax:  868-9714
Care Line:  868-9709
Child Development Center:  879-1749
Email:  trinity@trinitybirmingham.com
Website:  www.trinitybirmingham.com

PERSONAL WORD
I want to write something about Bangladesh, or Baghdad, or Medina. I would love to have a comfort-
ing word for you in light of the seemingly endless attacks that blanketed the news over the holiday 
weekend, and changed the way I thought about celebrating our independence.  But the nature of our 
world, coupled with the ability of the press to report every horror in real-time, means that we are 
slowly adapting to this as the “new normal,” and there may well be another attack by the time you 
read this.

While the scope of destruction and the media coverage have increased quite a bit over the last couple 
of thousand years, we should always remember that Christianity took root in some pretty rough soil.  
While we have spats of civility, humanity is not a candidate for the congeniality award in God’s cre-
ation.  When the Christians first began to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ—that our hope was 
not in us, but might live through us—they were surrounded by bad news.  Persecutions threatened 
to destroy their fragile community.  Plagues wiped out entire cities.  Wars, as they always have been, 
were brutal and merciless.  And yet the Christians continued to hold fast to this new truth, revealed 
on the cross.

Those early Christians and their children survived because they never saw the darkness as something 
undefeatable.  They firmly believed that the message they carried would win the final chapter of the 
book, even if they lost tonight’s news coverage.  Perhaps one of the ways we have lost sight of what 
it means to be faithful is that too many of us who call ourselves Christian want our faith to mean that 
the world gets easier.  But that is never what it has meant.  Instead, our faith calls us to bear light in 
dark places.  To speak and live our truth in love.

To that end, I am so grateful for how our youngest church members are leading us.  While Sunday 
morning worship attendance takes a bit of a dip during the summer months, our children’s and student 
ministries shift into high gear, with programs just about every week.  Children’s ministry is spending 
a few Saturdays this summer assembling baskets of food and carrying them in-person to neighbors in 
need throughout the East Lake neighborhood, while our middle school students just returned home 
from scraping, priming, and painting homes through Birmingham’s Urban Ministries.  Just a couple 
of weeks earlier, our youth were in Panama, serving alongside the Methodist mission there.  

But these next two weeks may be the busiest of all.  This coming Sunday, we will commission almost 
two hundred students and adults for the annual SOS Mission Trip to Memphis, Tennessee, and then 
the following week (July 18-21), the halls of our church will be overrun by the sounds of Vacation 
Bible School.  In the grand scheme of things, the activities of a church in Birmingham won’t make 
a blip on the evening news. But in a world shrouded in violence, misunderstanding, and hate, every 
candle counts.

Please be in prayer for our children and students as they represent Christ to the world.  And while 
you’re praying, make sure and listen for the voice of God calling you to hold out hope for a world that 
has forgotten how

See you Sunday,
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PARKING NOTICE 
for both Oxmoor campus & Oakmont campus: Do not park 
on sidewalks, block driveways or dumpsters. Please do not park in areas 
marked as NO PARKING zones. Note that the small parking lot (Oxmoor 
campus) is reserved primarily for handicapped, elderly and families with small 
children on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings. Do not park in 
marked handicap spaces if you do not have an official handicap permit. 
Thank you.

This June and July, each of our pastors will prepare a sermon 
as if it were their last to deliver. Famous Last Words.

Brian Erickson, Bobby Scales, Suzanne Pruitt, Jack Hinnen, 
David Thompson, Reid Crotty, Robert Sturdivant and Nathan Carden 

will rotate throughout all services on both campuses. Join us!

SUMMER SERMON SERIES
All services. Both campuses.

You now have the opportunity 
to honor or remember special 
loved ones by purchasing 
a new hymnal for Trinity’s 
Sanctuary in their name. 

With your $20 donation 
a permanent honorarium /
memorial bookplate will be 
placed on the inside cover 
of the hymnal.

 This is a great way to honor or remember 
a special loved one 

this summer.
•

You may purchase a hymnal 
honorarium /memorial 

in the church office any time during  
the week.  If you have questions, 

contact Lynn Yawn at 
lyawn@trinitybirmingham.com

or 879-1737.



Ages 14+: Better Basics Camp at Urban Kids - Volunteers needed Mon, 
Tues, Thurs & Fri 6/6 to 7/29 from 9AM-Noon. Volunteers will assist 
Better Basics teachers in math and reading lessons for rising 3rd, 4th, & 
5th graders. Ideal volunteers will make a regular commitment to the pro-
gram- 1+ day(s)/week, 1 week at a time, or a complete session. Interested 
volunteers can reach out to Kathleen Drake at volunteer@betterbasics.org.

All Ages: Serve Saturday’s at East Lake Market - 7/16 & 8/20 from 
7:15-10:30 AM. Create and deliver 150 baskets of fresh produce to elderly 
individuals in need. Sign up is available on the TrinityKids Summer 
Program page. Log on to http://www.trinitybirmingham.com/trinitykids-
family-serve-saturday/

Ages 10+: Modern Family Ministries Closet - Volunteers needed to sort 
donations and assist foster families from 10am-2pm on Fri 7/8, Sat 7/9, 
Fri 8/5, and Sat 8/6. Interested volunteers can contact Kristan Walker at 

kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com 

Modern Family Ministries Closet: Trinity’s clothing and supply closet 
for Jefferson County Foster Families will be open again on Fri 7/8 and Sat 
7/9. Current needs include: gently used summer children’s clothing, espe-
cially for sizes newborn to 8 years old, and volunteer shopkeepers. Contact 
Kristan Walker at kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com for more info. 

Eyeglasses for Panama: Trinity’s July Panama mission team is collecting 
gently used adult and child-size sunglasses and 
prescription eye glasses (with cases). Help us 
reach our goal of 200 good condition glasses by 
Sun 7/10! Drop off glasses at Trinity Oxmoor 
main office. Questions? Contact Julie Adams at 
jadams@trinitybirmingham.com.
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MISSION & OUTREACH
Weekday Local Service Opportunity

Weekend Local Service Opportunities

Donation Opportunities

Would you like to remember or honor a loved one? 
You may donate $50 to Trinity’s Altar Flower Fund 

and have this gift acknowledged in the Sunday church 
bulletin on ANY Sunday selected by the giver. 

Donations will be used to purchase flowers throughout 
the year. The beautiful altar flower arrangements will 

be a blessing to those who worship at Trinity.  

Current open dates are:
AUGUST  28
SEPT 4 & 11

OCT 9, 16 & 23

For more information on altar flowers, contact Lisa 
Elliott in the church office at 879-1737 or

Altar Flower Donors Are Needed

[ [

Family Promise, Homeless Ministry

Help us host families experiencing homelessness at Trinity from Sun 7/10 - 
Sat 7/16. Volunteers needed to prep meals, play games, and spend the night 
with the families. Wonderful family friendly service opportunity! Contact 
Laura McCain for more info and to sign up - lamccain@bellsouth.net.  Also! 
The annual Family Promise fundraiser is coming up on 7/28. (See details on 
the back page) Tickets will be sold at Trinity in July. Interested in making a 
themed basket for the fundraising auction? Contact ediesteiniger@gmail.com.

Under the Bridge, Homeless Ministry

Our Under the Bridge Ministry meets on the 4th Thursday of the 
month at 5 PM at the Oakmont Campus. A meal is prepared and 
then the group leaves at 6 PM to go to Under the Bridge down-
town (to 17th street north by the BJCC) under the expressway to 
feed the homeless. Anyone is welcomed to help cook or distrib-
ute the meal. Questions? Contact Peggy Gunnels at pgunnels@
trinitybirmingham.com.

Questions about Trinity Missions? 
Contact Kristen Walker, Director of Mission & Outreach, 
at 879-1737 or kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.



student ministry
weekly update
www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

GENERAL ONLINE PAYMENTS
If you have a payment for any trip (or would like to make a general donation 
to Element) you can do this through our online payment portal!
https://form.jotform.com/52164559229966

SOS MISSION TRIP  All student spots on SOS are full. If you would like to 
be placed on the waiting list or are a parent interested in going as a leader, 
please contact Robert ASAP at rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.

SAVE THESE DATES!
• HIGH SCHOOL DISCOVERY WEEKEND: CHASM2016 is August 20-21 
and REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! We are excited to once again have 
Springville Camp & Conference Center hosting this incredible weekend. 
Please visit highschooldiscovery.com for registration and more information. 
Early Bird pricing ends July 20th!

• ELEMENT GOLF TOURNAMENT - This year’s tournament will be held at 
Highland Park Golf Course on Friday, August 5th. Check-In begins at 12 PM 
(lunch provided) with a 1 PM shotgun start. We’re holding the tournament 
earlier this year (before school begins) in hopes that this will allow parents 
and students to play together! Registration can be done either as individuals 
or as a team. For more information and registration, go to www.elementstu-
dentministry.com/golf.
* As a reminder, all proceeds from our golf tournament each year provide 
scholarships for students to attend events like Discovery Weekend, Urban 
Ministry Mission Trip, SOS and Panama. Please join us in this effort by 
spreading the word about the tournament!

If there is any way that our staff can be praying for you and your family, 
please let us know! Thank you all for a great summer so far and we look 
forward to seeing what else God has in store for Element this summer.

Robert Sturdivant
Minister of Students
rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com
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Summer Sunday Morning Fun! 

We’re celebrating summer by mixing it up for our 
elementary kids…Olympic style!  

Each Sunday we’ll explore a new Bible story that 
has something to do with an Olympic event.  

Then we’ll have some fun with our own 
Olympic games at both campuses!

• July 16  &  August 20
FAMILY SERVE SATURDAYS

• July 18-21 - VBS... CaveQuest adventure!
Kids entering 4K-3rd grade
9 am - 12 pm, Oxmoor Campus, No Fee

• July 22-24 - SUMATANGA SLEEPOVER
Kids entering 1st-3rd grade
$170 (1 adult/1child) $200 (1 adult/2children)

• July 27 - CROSSOVER NIGHT
Kids entering 6th grade
5:30 pm, Oxmoor Campus

Questions? Contact Eleanor Christiansen at 
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.

Register Today!

Calling all former Lego Lovers!  
Are you looking for a place to send your trusty building buddies? 

We’d love for you to donate your old legos to the Children’s Ministry. 
We will be using legos in one of our Wednesday night options starting in 

the fall and would love to put your legos to good use!  
Donation boxes will be by the Elementary Children’s Check in Desk 

at the Oxmoor Campus or in the Children’s storage room at the 
Oakmont Campus. Thank you for helping us get ready for a new kind of 

Wednesday night programming this fall! 
Questions? Contact Mia Toole at mtoole@trinitybirmingham.com.

Trinity Kids
SUMMER CAMPS, 

VBS & ACTIVITIES

Register Online...
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/

summer-programs



Weekly Radio Broadcast 
Sponsorships Available

Remember or honor a loved one by 
sponsoring the radio broadcast of the 

8:45 AM service that airs each Sunday from 
9-10 AM on WAPI 1070 AM & 99.5 FM.
– The radio broadcast depends on weekly 
sponsors in order to keep Trinity’s services 

on the air. –

For details and more information,
please  contact 

Lisa Elliott at 879-1737 or email 
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

SEASONED ADULTS
JULY 14 - BABY BOOMER EVENT
For ALL Trinity members and friends who consider themselves part of  the 
Baby Boomer Generation — GAME NIGHT and INFORMATIONAL MEET-
ING concerning an upcoming ministry at Trinity. Meet in Fellowship Hall from 
6:30 until 9:00 PM for fun, games, snacks and time to get to know more people 
in this age group. This event is being hosted by the Baby Boomer Sunday 
School Class! Please notify Donna in the church office if you can attend.

JULY 28 - LYNCHBURG DAY TRIP
TRIP FULL. To be placed on a wait list, contact Donna at 879-1737. Trinity 
Travelers & Pacesetters will be going on a day trip to Lynchburg, TN on July 
28 to eat lunch at Miss Mary Bobo’s Boarding House Restaurant.They will also 
have the opportunity to visit the Jack Daniels Distillery and shop in the quaint 
shops around the Lynchburg town square.

If you have questions about any of these events, or if you’d like to make a 
reservation to participate, please contact Donna Roose, Senior Adult Minstry 
Director, at 879-1737 or email droose@trinitybirmingham.com.6

9:30 am Contemporary Worship
11:00 am Traditional Worship

914 Oak Grove Road • Homewood



CONGRATULATIONS
• to Trae and Becky Bedsole on the birth of their 
daughter, Sarah Michael Bedsole, June 24. 

IN THE HOSPITAL
BROOKWOOD                        Scott Robertson  
BROOKDALE                         Caroline Alford

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - July 10 
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
8:00 PM Men’s Pickup Basketball - GYM
Monday - July 11
9:00 AM Art Camp - Rm. 112
12:00 PM Trinity Studio - CFT
Tuesday - July 12
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Art Camp - Rm. 112
11:00 AM  Youth Lunch Club - Haven
Wednesday - July 13
9:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Art Camp - Rm. 112
5:00 PM Trinity Studio - CFT

6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
7:15 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
7:30 PM Contact Band Practice - WHALL
Thursday - July 14
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Art Camp - Rm. 112
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
6:00 PM Baby Boomer Event - FHALL
6:30 PM Trinity Men - Oakmont FHALL
Friday - July 15
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Art Camp - Rm. 112
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT

Note: Trinity will host families from Bir-
mingham Family Promise this week
July 10-17.

Don’t forget your 
name tag...

on Sunday mornings or anytime you are 
attending or representing Trinity! This is 
a great way to provide hospitality to our 
guests, and to help us get to know one 

another better. If you don’t have a name tag, 
contact Marie Pasco at 879-1737.
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NOTE: Trinity’s next Administrative 
Board meeting is scheduled for AUG. 8.
It will be held in Wesley Hall at 7 PM. 
During this meeting, Davis Johnson will be 
presented as a candidate for ministry.  

   Next
Steps
Next Steps is Trinity’s welcome track 
program for guests and new mem-
bers that is held at both campuses on 
Sunday mornings.

WILL NOT MEET JUNE & JULY
This program will be taking a break for 
the summer months of June and July. 
It will return on Sunday, August 7.
RETURNS AUGUST 7!

If you are a guest or new to Trinity, 
please contact Shelley Brockwell with 
any questions you may have. She may 
be reached at 879-1737 or
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com.

Open House, Save the date! August 28

You are Invited! Please join the United Methodist Women (UMW) of 
Trinity for an Open House and Fall Kick-off Sunday, August 28 from 
10-11 AM  in the Large Parlor. Stop by for light refreshments and 
learn more about fall activities and how you can plug into this mission-
focused women’s ministry. 

The United Methodist Women are women of many generations, phases 
of life and talents who come together on a monthly basis for fun, fellow-
ship and hands-on-mission work for women, youth and children. The 
UMW of Trinity put faith, hope and love in action.

Questions about UMW? Contact Cel Bailey at
umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.

UMW update...



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Oakmont Campus:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622

www.trinitybirmingham.com

OXMOOR CAMPUS:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
OAKMONT CAMPUS:  Worship 9:30 & 11:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

Tickets will be available to purchase on Sunday mornings: July 10, 17 and 24 - Oxmoor campus


