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FEBRUARY 1-7 • HOMELESS SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
Trinity is one of 15 local churches that participate in the Family Promise Ministry. Family Promise of Birmingham houses our
neighbors who find themselves temporarily homeless and who
have no one to take them in. Trinity will host families for one week
starting February 1. Each day, we will provide shelter within our
walls on the third floor, showers near the gym, food to nourish their
bodies, and love and encouragement to nourish their souls. As you
can imagine, this ministry requires many servant volunteers! For
more details and to sign up, contact Laura McCain at lamccain@
bellsouth.net or 870-4550.

Lil’ Lambs Spring Sale is coming

February 27 & 28

Seller & Volunteer Registration Begins January 21.

For more information visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs/

2015 Guide to Ministry

Where will you serve in 2015?
The new Connect magazine is here!
As you read through the various ministries at Trinity, you will find many ways
to become involved in the life of the
church. Additionally, you will see “Connection Points” which are ways that you
can serve others as part of the body of
Christ. Each Connection Point matches
a listing on the 2015 Time & Talent Card
at www.trinitybirmingham.com.

Join us for Connect Sunday
on February 1.
Questions? Contact Laura Eanes at
leanes@trinitybirmingham.com or
879-1737.

2014 ANNUAL REPORT • Andrew R. Wolfe
SUNDAY, JANUARY 25, 2015
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary
The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays
on WAPI-1070 AM.

SERMON
Rev. Brian Erickson
Series: “Hey Neighbor!”
•
MUSIC
8:45 AM - Won Cho, Sanctuary Choir,
William A. Gardner Handbell Choir
11:00 AM - Cross & Flame Youth Choir,
Won Cho, William A. Gardner Handbell Choir
•
MINISTER ON CALL
Brian Erickson, 410-8583

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden
Sermon Series: “Hey Neighbor!”
JANUARY 18 - ATTENDANCE
1,469 • Total Worship Attendance
946 • Traditional | 523 • Contact
790 • Sunday School Attendance

Some snapshots from this past year:
• Serving communion recently, I observed out of the corner of my eye, a small child, get up
from the chancel rail after receiving. The child said for all to hear, “Thank you Jesus.”
• A note from a parent of a Confirmand: “So proud of all of these kids! So thankful for Trinity! So thankful to all those who devoted their time to our Confirmands!”
• A senior in our Student Ministry: “Element Student Ministry has changed my life in so
many ways...it has given me a home away from home.”
• A participant on one of our Panama Mission trips: “I saw God working in each of us, teaching us lessons in humility, and servitude. I became aware of God’s presence that completely
consumed everything when we were in Panama.”
• A participant in Disciple Bible Study: “The Bible just came alive... I learned how the Bible
is as timeless and relevant today as when it was written.”
These short vignettes capture the spirit of Trinity – a church that is transforming lives.
Multiply any one of these stories a thousand fold and you begin to get a sense of the impact
of this congregation on the lives of people of all ages.
Our mission is to Glorify God as we Gather persons to Christ; to Grow persons in Christ;
to Go to serve Christ. Following are some of the ways we have fulfilled that mission in 2014.

GATHER:

An essential part of our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ.
• In 2014, we received 188 new members.
• We averaged 192 visitors each Sunday - a new high!
• Trinity is rapidly becoming a “younger” congregation. The average age of new members at
Trinity is 35.8. 39% of our new members are in their 20’s, and another 25% are in their 30’s.
• Our official membership at the end of 2014 is 3,384 – a growth of 25% in a decade.
• In addition, there are 784 children ages birth through 5th grade not counted in these membership statistics.
• We celebrated new life with 61 baptisms.
• In 2014, we had 46 students involved in our Confirmation Class.

GROW:

Another core purpose for Trinity is to help people grow in faith and discipleship. As Paul
says, we are “to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ” - Eph. 4:15.
A primary way to carry out this portion of our purpose is through small groups:
• Sunday School continues to be the basic small group setting – with classes for all age levels including 20 adult classes. Our average Sunday School attendance in 2014 grew to 776.
• Also, many small group studies are held throughout the week, with an emphasis on Wednesday night. In 2014, there were 24 small groups with 496 participants plus more than 125 people
in Wednesday night Bible Study. Small group participation grew by more than 30%.
Continued next page.

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – CONTACT – a relaxed,
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music
from the CONTACT Band, children are encouraged to attend.

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions
and learn more about the core values and mission
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students
• Church Office: 879-1737 / Fax: 868-9714
• Care Line: 868-9709
• Child Development Center: 879-1749
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2014 ANNUAL REPORT • Andrew R. Wolfe
• While we celebrate the fact that we are growing younger as a congregation, we also celebrate the wisdom and faithfulness of our senior
members who continue to add richness to our congregation. 112 of our
members are in their 80’s and 38 members are in their 90’s. Recently,
we invited everyone who had been a member at Trinity for at least 50
years to meet for a picture and almost 50 people showed up. These
groups truly are Pacesetters!

GO:

We believe a central part of our mission is to be part of Christ’s ministry
to transform the world.
• Approximately 18% of our total giving went to support some form
of mission (more than $600,000 in 2014). This is far above the national
average for churches.
• $109,000 was given to outreach through our Lenten and Christmas
special offerings.
• 275 students and adults participated in some form of mission trip
experience in 2014 including SOS in Memphis, Alabama Rural Ministries, and three international trips to Panama.
• We provided Christmas gifts for more than 340 children through the
Angel Tree Program.
• Trinity provideed both financial and volunteer support for 32 mission
agencies such as Firehouse Shelter, Urban Ministries, Church of the
Reconciler; as well as providing support to three missionaries. Many of
our members are involved in hands on work through these agencies.

GLORIFY:

At Trinity we strive for our worship to be vital, lively, warm and
engaging.
• In 2014, our average weekly worship attendance passed the 1,400
mark (1,407).
• The Contact service(s) have grown from 172 two years ago, to an
average attendance of 461 (168% increase).
• More than 425 persons participate in Music Ministry at Trinity, with
17 choirs, instrumental groups, bands and ensembles.
Of course, there is a financial component which makes our ministry
possible. Compared to other churches with our scope of ministry,
Trinity operates on a modest budget of $3,208,000.
• Total collections for 2014 were $3,334,967 or 97.2% of our budget.
This is about a 5% increase in giving over the previous year.
• The largest part of this amount comes through pledges, which account
for 86% of our budget. In 2014, 94.8% of pledges were given.
• Giving to Capital Debt Retirement was $134,580 which exceeded
pledges of $90,090. After the latest installment was paid, the outstanding capital debt on the building is $87,500 on the $9.6 million dollar
project.
• Trinity’s Endowment Funds have grown to $2,543,557.13. The total
return for the calendar year was 5.61% or $136,850 in 2014. This Fund
has grown largely through estate giving (if you would like to know how
to make an estate gift, please contact our Finance Office). The annual
draw on this fund allows the church to engage in new and creative mission and ministry.
• Looking to 2015, commitments to the budget are more than 9% ahead
of last year (+$268,582).

Of course, these facts and figures are only a pointer to the real ministry
which involves lives touched; lives changed; people growing; people
helped; and children nurtured. This is a remarkable congregation!
2014 was also a year of several important transitions as we mourned
the loss of dedicated servants, and celebrated the retirement of others.
These faithful folks are a part of the living history of God’s work in
this place. At the same time ,we have brought on board new staff, each
of whom are gifted and dedicated. Trinity has a bright, creative and
dedicated staff! It has been a particular privilege for me to learn of the
appointment of Brian Erickson as the new Senior Pastor “Designate.”
We have joked about what that meant, but as we have lived it out, it has
been a fruitful time of sharing, learning and support – all pointing Trinity to a great future.
As I move toward retirement in June, I am filled with a sense of humility and gratitude for the privilege I have had in serving this great congregation. When my family arrived here in 1997, I never imagined we
would be here this long! In this time, I have participated in the baptisms
of more than a thousand infants. At our recent confirmation service, I
suddenly realized that I had officiated at the marriage service for at least
three of the couples, whose children I baptized and now I was confirming those children. I have preached almost 900 sermons by my estimate.
Bless you – some of you have heard a lot of those and many of you
have heard my stories more than once. It has been a holy honor to share
in those poignant times when we have commended to God those lives
who have passed before us into his presence. So many names and faces
come to mind.
You have largely overlooked my shortcomings and foibles – and allowed me to be your pastor as you have allowed others to serve before
me and will allow others to serve after me. This is a remarkably gifted,
dedicated, creative and faithful congregation.
But the longer I have been here, the more I have been convinced that
this is a great church, not because of any one person(s) – but because
we serve a great God whose hopes and vision for us are always greater
than our own. And that will continue! It will be my joy to see where
God leads this congregation next. I have a feeling you ain’t seen
nothing yet.
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TRINITY’S UNITED METHODIST WOMEN PRESENTS

A Spiritual Spa Morning
Finding the Sacred in
Everyday Life
with Storyteller

Dolores Hydock
Treat yourself to a faith-lift at a
Saturday morning spiritual spa.

Saturday, February 7

Take a break from the noise and worries of the world

DOLORES HYDOCK has been telling stories
since she was five years old, when she won a
prize in a local storytelling contest in her Pennsylvania hometown. She continues to tell stories,
combining her love of language with wit and energy that bring sparkle to the stories she shares.
One reviewer said, “She talks with her hands. And
her elbows. And her shoulders. When she speaks,
she’s literally irrepressible.”

and find the sacred in everyday life with stories that will
uplift your smile muscles,
massage your soul,
exercise your emotions,
stretch your imagination,
and strengthen your spiritual core.

Tickets are $22
includes box lunch

REGISTER ONLINE
www.trinitybirmingham.com/
umw-presents-a-spiritual-spa-morning/
Tickets are also available in the church office. 879-1737
NURSERY RESERVATIONS, please email
Barry Smith at bsmith@trinitybirmingham.com.
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9 am - 1 pm

Dolores has been a featured teller at the National
Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough, TN and
at other festivals, concerts, and special events
through the United States. Her storytelling travels
in 2015 will take her to Louisiana, Virginia, and
Oregon, but Birmingham is home.
“Heartwarming tales of wit and intelligence...”
– Mary Colurso, Birmingham News
•
For more, please visit: www.storypower.org

Proceeds support missions for women and children.

Trinity’s United Methodist Women is an inclusive group of Christian women who work together to better know God and to
serve His Kingdom. There is something for everyone! For more information, contact the church office at 879-1737 or email
UMW President, Cel Bailey, at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.
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YOUNG ADULTS!
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Are you out of college?
Are you not married?
Are you interested in a small group study?
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at
the home of Mark and Lisa Elliott.
(4168 Memorial Park Circle Hoover, AL 35226)
A free home cooked dinner is served at 6:30 PM.
JANUARY Study is being led
by Rev. Brian Erickson
Questions? Contact Lisa Elliott at 879-1737 or
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

food & fellowship

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall
$20.00 Family Maximum (or)
- $6.00 per adult
- $3.00 per child (9 and under)
- $5.00 per senior adult
- $5.00 Salad Bar option

menu january 21

ADULTS: Country fried steak, mashed
potatoes, green beans, roll, cookie
KIDS: Hamburgers, tater tots, fruit,
milk, cookie

menu january 28

ADULTS: Baked chicken, rice, green
peas & carrots, cookie
KIDS: Corndogs, fries, fruit, cookie, milk

Please let us know you are coming!
Make a reservation online at

www.trinitybirmingham.com

student ministry

weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:
FIRE & ICE, 1/25 – This Sunday night, January 25, from 6-8 PM is our Fire & Ice
REACH night. This is one of the most fun nights we have of the year and one that
your student does not need to miss. We will be meeting in the gym and in the Trinity
large parking lot. We will have “fire” items outside – roasting smores, hot foods, etc.
and “ice” items in the gym – a giant snow globe, a slushy machine, cold food items
and so much more. We will gather for a time of worship and lesson inside the huge
snow globe, too. Make sure your student is at this awesome night and really encourage them to invite a friend!

DISCOVERY WEEKEND REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! Discovery Weekend
is March 6-8, 2015. The TIME 2015 website has launched and we’re celebrating it
with our January Super Early Bird Price. Right now, middle school student cost is
just $60 and high school students cost is only $35.
DISCOVERY HELP! – To make Discovery a wonderful weekend for all our students,
we need a lot of parent help. If you are willing to serve in some way during Discovery, please email me to let me know, then go check out the volunteer opportunities
on our website: http://www.elementdiscoveryweekend.com/ (under the volunteer
section). We need parents to help serve meals, drive vehicles, spend the night at the
church, help clean up/set up, and so much more. I hope you will find a way to serve
this year!
ELEMENT CAFE, TUESDAY & THURSDAY FROM 3-5:30 PM. This month, our
specialty item is hot chocolate! Come hang out with our staff, grab a snack, and play
some games. All candy, chips and drinks are only 50 cents! Element Cafe is always
a fun time had by all, we hope your student will join us this week!
PANAMA INTERNATIONAL MISSION TRIP INFO MEETING, 1/27 – We will have
an informational meeting on Tuesday, January 27 at 6:00pm in the Haven for all students and parents who are interested in going on our Element international mission
trip to Panama. This will be the time that I can answer any questions and a time for
students to officially sign up for this life changing mission trip. The cost for this mission trip is typically between $700 - $1000 per student (with scholarships available).
Please email me if you have any questions dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com.

SUMMER 2015 MISSION TRIPS. Our student ministry will be taking 3 major
mission trips during the summer.
- ARM MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP, July 19-24 (space still available)
http://elementstudentministry.com/arm/
- SOS HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP, July 5-11 (space still available)
http://elementstudentministry.com/sos/
- PANAMA INTERNATIONAL MISSION TRIP (high school ages)
June 21-28 (registration will open soon – limited space available)

As always, if there is anything that we can do to better reach your student, please
let us know. Remember, we want to partner with you in helping your student grow
in their relationship with Christ.
David Thompson
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Ryan Cooke and Kristin Frieze
2464 Ridgemont Drive, Birmingham 35244
Ryan joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination and Kristin joined by
transfer from another United Methodist Church.
Ryan works for Andrews Sports Medicine and
Kristin is a teacher at Huffman Academy.
Jonathan and Lindsay Gerth
4764 Red Leaf Circle, Hoover 35226
The Gerths joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. Jonathan is an
attorney and Lindsay works in insurace
for IOA.

Hugh and Anne Lyle Harris
2700 Morgan Court #208, Vestavia 35216
The Harris’ joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination and by transfer
from another United Methodist Church. Hugh
is an attorney and Anne Lyle works in marketing for PMT Publishing.
Virginia Harris
1100 27th Street S. #802, Birmingham 35205
Virginia joined Trinity by transfer from another
United Methodist Church. She works as a
journalist for The Progressive Farmer.

Lauren Marshall
1108 28th Street S. #7, Birmingham 35205
Lauren joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. She is a graduate
student at UAB.

Jason and Leigh Mathews
848 Mountain Branch Drive, Vestavia 35226
The Mathews joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. Leigh is
a teacher at Liberty Park Middle and Jason
works in advertising sales for FOX 6.

Dean and Erika Moncrief
4019 Newton Lane, Hoover 35226
The Moncriefs joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. Dean is an
electrical engineer for Southern Company and
Erika is an RN and graduate student.
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Jeremy and Elizabeth Nix
3509 Farhill Road, Vestavia 35243
The Nix family joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. Jeremy is
Director of Operation for RSU Contractors
and Elizabeth is an ESL Coach for Tuscaloosa
City Schools. They have a son, Evan, who is 2
years old.
Wes and Stacey Parsons
1533 Applegate Drive, Alabaster 35007
The Parsons joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. They have a
daughter, Finley, who is 2 years old.

Chris Roberts
3106 Colony Park Drive, Birmingham 35243
Chris joined Trinity by transfer from another
United Methodist Church. He is a teacher at
Hewitt Trussville High School.

Lynn Rogers
427 Windsor Drive, Homewood 35209
Lynn joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. She is a social worker
for Grayson and Associates.

Rachel Saliba
300 Beech Circle #7322, Birmingham 35213
Rachel joined Trinity by transfer from another
United Methodist Church. She works in client
support for Oakworth Capital Bank.

Linda Simmons
3725 Jefferson Avenue SW, Birmingham 35221
Linda joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. She is retired.

Mike and Alesia Windham
545 Edgecrest Drive, Homewood 35209
The Windhams joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church and by vows
from another Christian denomination. Mike
works in sales for Supreme Beverage and Alesia
is a nurse at Brookwood Hospital.

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - January 25
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
6:00 PM Element - Gym & Parking lot
8:00 PM Men’s Pickup Basketball - GYM
Monday - January 26
9:00 AM UMW Exec. Board Mtg. - FSR
10:00 AM UMW General Mtg. - FHALL
6:00 PM TCDC Board Mtg. - CONF
Tuesday - January 27
6:30 AM Element Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
12:00 PM Pacesetters Lunch - FHALL
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
CFT
FSR
CONF
SANC
FHALL

Craft Room–143
Fireside Room–145
Conference Room–220
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

LIB
NAT
LP
SP
HAVEN

Wednesday - January 28
4:30 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL
5:00 PM Kids Bells & Chimes - Rm. 225
5:30 PM Music in Motion - various
6:00 PM Children’s Choirs - various
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - January 29
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
Friday - January 30
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL

Library–218
Not at Trinity
Large Parlor
Small Parlor–105
Youth Auditorium

IN MEMORIAM
We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Linda and Dr. Kevin Smith on the death
of her father and to Burke, Grant and Laine
Smith on the death of their grandfather,
Hershel L. Womack, Sr., on January 13.

CONGRATULATIONS

• to Gary and Judy Jackson on the birth of
their great-granddaughter, Hallie Kate Ladner,
on January 15. Proud parents are Jacob and
Erika Ladner and big brother is Bennett Ladner.
• to Cal and Laura LaGroue on the baptism

of their son, Graham Clayton LaGroue, on
January 18.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CHAPEL
MS
WHALL
SDR
FLC

Mouat Chapel
Music Suite–132
Wesley Hall
Small Dining Room
Family Life Center

PACESETTERS
JANUARY 27 - PACESETTERS LUNCH
You are invited to join us for this month’s lunch on Tuesday, January 27 at
12:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. - Featuring Arch Duncan
Call Amy at 879-1737 for reservations if you are not on our call list.
Are You Ready For Puzzles For The Eye? Come experience the magic of
Arch Duncan & Scooter. Arch is a former teacher at Homewood High School
and member of Shades Crest Baptist Church. If you enjoy wholesome entertainment guaranteed to produce hearty laughter, then you will love Arch
Duncan. Arch promises good, clean, wholesome, fun-packed entertainment
with a Christ centered emphasis.
TRINITY TRAVELERS - WEST COAST TOUR, SUMMER
Pacific North West and California, July 6-13, 2015. Sign up now and save.
More than 20 people have already paid their deposit and received the discount for early booking. Collette extended the early booking discount to
Wednesday, January 21. Price until that date is $2,649.00. After that date the
price is $2,799.00, which is still a great price for this trip. Includes round trip
air fare from Birmingham, 8 days, 10 meals in Washington, Oregon and California. Highlights…Seattle, Mount St. Helens Visitor Center, Portland, Columbia River Gorge, Portland Spirit Cruise, Newport, Bandon State Natural
Area, Redwood National Park, Eureka, Avenue of the Giants, San Francisco.
For more info on any Senior Adult event, please contact Amy Lewis at 8791737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

As of January 18, 2015
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:
Month to Date Revenue
Monthly Needs to Date
Balance/Shortage

MONTH
$208,308
$154,876
$153,462

Capital Debt Retirement / month
Capital Debt Retirement / to date

$7,189
$7,189

Note from the Treasurer:
Questions about church finances, income or
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

HOSPITALITY TRAINING

Sunday, January 25
6-7:30 PM - Large Sanctuary

If you are interested in being an Usher,
Greeter, or Welcome Center volunteer on
Sunday mornings, please come and join us
for this organizational training.
This is for both new ushers/greeters as
well as long-time servants!
For questions, please contact Laura Eanes
at leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.

SINGLES GATHERING
January 31

If you are a single person 40+ you are
invited to an informal gathering on Saturday, January 31 from 6-9PM.
For more information or to RSVP,
contact Susan Wiedeman at
wiedemans@bellsouth.net.
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www.trinitybirmingham.com

Flower Workshop, January 24
Interested in learning to arrange flowers? Now is a great time to join
Trinity’s Flower Guild as we are hosting our annual flower arranging
workshop on Saturday, January 24 beginning at 9 AM.
If you would like to come and see if this is where you would like to serve at
Trinity, contact Mayre Parr at 822-3527 or mfparr@bellsouth.net
for more information.

Weekly Radio Broadcast Sponsorships Available
Remember or honor a loved one by sponsoring the radio broadcast
of the 8:45 AM service that airs each Sunday from 9-10 AM
on WAPI 1070 AM. – The radio broadcast depends on weekly
sponsors in order to keep Trinity’s services on the air. –
For details and more information on radio sponsorship, contact
Lisa Elliott at 879-1737 or lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

