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– Churchwide Sermon Series Continues This Sunday. –

Harry Elliott

Bible Conference
Sunday, January 24
Traditional Services

•
Speaker:
Luke T. Johnson
•

Congratulations Confirmands

Trinity’s Confirmation class was confirmed in a special worship service at 4:00 PM on Sunday,
January 10. Confirmands celebrated with Trinity’s pastoral staff, friends and family at a reception after the service. The 2015-16 Confirmation class, along with their families, give a BIG
THANK YOU for the reception given in their honor by the parents of 2014-15 class.

Luke Timothy Johnson is an American
New Testament scholar and historian
of early Christianity. He is the Robert
W. Woodruff Professor of New Testament and Christian Origins at Candler School of Theology and a Senior
Fellow at the Center for the Study of
Law and Religion at Emory University.
Johnson’s research interests encompass
the Jewish and Greco-Roman contexts
of early Christianity (particularly moral
discourse), Luke-Acts, the Pastoral
Epistles, and the Epistle of James.

Registration Deadline: January 15!

Register online at www.trinitybirmingham.com/adults/studies-small-groups-2/

PERSONAL WORD
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 2016
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary
The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays
on WAPI-1070 AM.

SERMON
Rev. Brian Erickson
New Year’s Revolution
•
MUSIC
8:45 - Trinity Strings, Seeds of Faith,
Sanctuary Choir
11:00 - Trinity Strings, Seeds of Faith,
Praise Alliance
•
MINISTER ON CALL
Rev. Bobby Scales, 746-4547

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL
Rev. Nathan Carden

JANUARY 10 - ATTENDANCE
2,185 • Total Worship Attendance
1,026 • Traditional | 535 • Contact
500 • Confirmation Service
95 • Nursery
909 • Sunday School Attendance

Yesterday afternoon, we welcomed almost
50 young men and women into the Body of
Christ, as our confirmands publicly professed
their faith in Jesus Christ. Confirmation is a
wonderful “high point” moment in the Christian spiritual life, and as I’ve been thinking
about and praying for our confirmands these
past several days, I’ve also been considering
what our role in their lives looks like going
forward.
One of my favorite writers, Parker Palmer,
suggests that the most common error we
make in living our lives is thinking that we
are our own creators – that it’s up to us to
“build a life.” Many of us grow up believing
that we can simply dictate what we want our
lives to look like, what we want our families
to be, how we want our careers to work out.
A good life is simply a matter of scripting out
what we want, and chasing it down.
Early in his life, Palmer encountered a Quaker aphorism that quickly became important
to him: “Let your life speak.” A perfectionist
at heart, Palmer took it to mean that his life
should be guided by the highest truths and
values available – in other words, he was to
build a life based on the noblest aspects of
the human spirit. He proceeded to line up
the loftiest ideals he could find, and then set
out to achieve them. He acted with compassion. He chased after scholarship. He was
successful in every career endeavor. By every
meaningful measure, he had created a life of
purpose and meaning.
But it did not work. Trying to live someone
else’s life, desperately trying to measure
up, Palmer found himself in a deep depression, overwhelmed by a sense of failure and

emptiness. He had created a life for himself
that was ultimately not the one he was called
to live.
Around the time of his deepest sadness, he
encountered that old Quaker saying again,
but this time he understood it in a new way.
“Let your life speak” did not mean building
a life of his own making, it meant that before
he told his life what he intended to do with it,
he needed to learn how to listen. Perhaps his
life had an agenda of its own, woven into it
by God.
The disciplines of the spiritual life are almost
universally dedicated to listening. When
we pray, fast, serve, worship, or give, we
are opening our hearts to the voice of the
One who made us, the One who created us
for a purpose. And Christian community,
especially the chance to speak truth into one
another’s lives, is one of the primary ways
God shapes us into who we are called to
be. As the church, we are called to help one
another listen.
Whether you are newly confirmed or as
unconfirmed as ever, I hope to see you this
Sunday as we listen together for the voice of
our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.
Sometimes His voice sounds a lot like the
people around us who are willing to speak
truth.

Brian Erickson

WELCOME TO TRINITY
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ,
Grow people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the
world and Glorify Christ.

Sunday School & Nursery:
• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. +
• Nursery provided during all services

Brian Erickson

Senior Minister

Nathan Carden

Minister of Contact Worship
and Young Adults

Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services
in the Sanctuary offering sermons, a special
moment for children and a variety of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – CONTACT relaxed,
informal, services in Wesley Hall featuring
music from the CONTACT Band, children are
encouraged to attend.

Contact Us:

Suzanne Pruitt

Minister of Christian Formation

• Church Office: 879-1737

Jack Hinnen

Minister of Oakmont Campus

• Fax: 868-9714

Bobby Scales

Minister of Pastoral Care

Reid Crotty

Minister of Pastoral Care

David Thompson

Minister of Family & Youth

• Care Line: 868-9709
• Child Development Center: 879-1749

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Robert Sturdivant Minister of Students

Oakmont Update

Trinity West Homewood
The season of Epiphany is upon
us. Hang the lights! Get the family
together! Pull out the Epiphany
wreath! ... I hate to break it to you
but there is no Epiphany wreath.
In fact, the season where we celebrate the revelation of God in Christ’s humanity through the Magi,
miracles, and baptism is unfortunately treated simply
as a segue between Christmas and Lent. Besides,
we are all really tired from putting all the Christmas
decorations back in the attic, right?
The importance of this season should not be lost on
us. Jesus’ first miracle in John’s Gospel shows an
event so important that he “comes out” as the son
of God. In John 2, Jesus goes to a wedding in Cana
and they run out of wine. Have you ever been to a
party where the hosts didn’t provide enough food
and drink? Yeah, me neither. Anyway, Jesus turns the
water into wine and the day is saved. The party keeps
going, the Disciples believe in Jesus, and events are
set in motion that will eventually lead to Jesus’ death
and resurrection. The Gospel is pretty clear that this
is a big deal for Jesus and that something new has
begun. The party steward even says something along
the lines of, “You saved the best for last.”

We are throwing a pretty big party over at
Trinity West Homewood on February 14!
No, we aren’t putting out Epiphany lights or having a
white elephant party. We are not even going to have
wine! We are Methodist, after all. Instead, we are
preparing to throw the best party we can and open
our new Oakmont campus on Sunday, February 14.
We hope to bring people together with each other and
with Jesus. It is going to be a blast!
This small group for moms with kids of all ages meets the 2nd and 4th
Thursday of each month from 10-11:30 AM, Room 111.
Childcare provided in the nursery at no cost.

JANUARY 14 Topic: Fitness For All Levels
Speakers: Mollie Erickson, Samantha Ebert and Erin Hamby

JANUARY 28 Topic: Organizing in the New Year
Speaker: Amanda LeBlanc, from the Amanda’s Organized Affair
Questions? Contact Sarah Paulk (205)478-2666 or spaulk1@gmail.com.

Keep your eyes peeled for special events that will
precede the launch Sunday. As always, you are invited to join the SEED TEAM (http://bit.ly/twhseed),
pray for Christ to be revealed, and invite others to
join us. This season is not just an “inbetween” but a
chance for Jesus to work miracles. Join us.
Blessings!
Rev. Jack Hinnen

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Scott and Melody Teel
312 LaPlaya Place, Homewood 35209
The Teel family joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. Scott works for
Southern Company. They have two sons, Charlie
(12) and Ben (15).
Jan Enstrom
6218 Black Creek Loop, Hoover 35244
Jan joined Trinity by transfer from another United
Methodist Church.

Philip and Katherine Thompson
106 Ridge Road, Homewood 35209
The Thompson family joined Trinity by vows from
another Christian denomination. Philip is an engineer
for U.S. Steel and Katherine is a CRNA. They have
two children, Corbin (4) and Arden (2).
James and Joey Mullins
3695 James Hill Terrace, Hoover 35226
The Mullins joined Trinity by transfer from another
United Methodist Church. James works for Energen
and Joey is a RN at UAB.
Sandra Hicks
318 Paradise Lake Lane, Hoover 35244
Sandra joined Trinity by transfer from another
United Methodist Church. She works in sales for
Sysco Foods.
Carter and Molly Wallace
611 Broadway Street, Homewood 35209
The Wallace family joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. Carter is a pediatric resident at UAB. They have a daughter, Anna
Wells (6 months).

David and Alissa Skelton
2453 Regent Lane, Hoover 35226
The Skelton family joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. David is a risk
analyst for Regions and Alissa is a designer for
Hendon and Huckestein Architects. They have two
children, Emma Kay (4) and Micah (2).
Ann and George Wyatt
1120 Beacon Pkwy. East, #402, Homewood 35209
The Wyatts joined Trinity by transfer from another
United Methodist Church and by vows from another
Christian denomination. They are retired.
West and Elyse Dickens
1106 Wild Forest Drive, Homewood 35209
The Dickens joined Trinity by transfer from another
United Methodist Church. West works for Protective
Life Insurance and Elyse is an occupational therapy
student at UAB.
Joel and Jessica Everest
402 Clermont Drive, Homewood 35209
The Everest family joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church and by Profession
of Faith. Joel is an attorney and Jessica is an attorney.
They have a daughter, Ellie (6 months).
Mary Smith (not pictured)
235 Inverness Center Drive, Hoover 35242
Mary joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist Church.
Art and Hope Cox (not pictured)
525 Mayfair Circle, Homewood 35209
The Cox family joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist
Church. Art is an associate professor of surgery at UAB and Hope is an
anesthesiologist at UAB.
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Don’t forget your name tag...
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on Sunday mornings or anytime you are attending or
representing Trinity! This is a great way to provide hospitality to our guests, and to help us get to know one
another better. If you don’t have a name tag, contact
Marie Pasco at 879-1737.

her
tive
py

m
sion
rney.

PACESETTERS

student ministry

JANUARY 20 - LUNCH BUNCH

Lunch Bunch resumes on Wednesday, January 20.
Take a drive through Avondale to see the newest
developments in this historic section of our city. We
will eat at the Silvertron Restaurant on Clairmont.
Van(s) leave Trinity at 9:30 AM.

JANUARY 26 - PACESETTERS

On Tuesday, January 26 our program will feature
a great jazz duet, Ray Reach and Cleveland Eaton.
Most of you are familiar with Ray Reach and
always look forward to hearing him play the piano
and sing your old favorites. Ray is the director of
the Alabama Jazz Hall of Fame student programs.
Joining Ray for this special program is Cleve
Eaton, a bassist and Fairfield native and a member
of the jazz hall. His resume includes stints with the
Ramsay Lewis Trio and the Count Basie Orchestra
and credits on many jazz recordings, some gold.
He has also made a name for himself as a composer, producer, and arranger. Join us in the Fellowship
Hall at 12:00 Noon, Lunch is $6.00.

FEBRUARY 24 - GOLDEN FLAKE

Join us on Wednesday, February 24 for a Golden
Flake factory tour. After sampling all the snack
foods, we will enjoy lunch together. So don’t eat
too many chips! Tour is 11:00 AM. We will leave
the church by 10:30 AM.
Contact Amy Lewis for reservations. 879-1737 /
alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

weekly update
www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

ELEMENT SUNDAY NIGHT, 1/17

This Sunday, January 17, we will continue our series “The Best Year Ever” from 6:00 –
8:00pm in the Haven. I will be speaking and sharing some pretty important steps for your
student to have a great 2016. Please really encourage your child to attend and even invite a
friend to come with them. 6th graders who have been going through Confirmation are welcome to attend! Following our worship time, we will have Element Plus! For the Plus portion
of the night, we will be holding a basketball tournament in the gym, along with doughnuts
and games upstairs in the Haven. Students need to bring $3 for dinner.

FUSION BIBLE STUDIES

Fusion is back at it this week! The leaders are so excited to continue this journey with our
students. Our newly confirmed 6th graders will be starting the week of the 24th. If you
would like to be a part of any Fusion group, please email Kate McKnight at kmcknight@
trinitybirmingham.com.

ELEMENT CAFE

Element Cafe is our after school program from 3-5:30pm in the Haven and Gym at Trinity
United Methodist, where all students are welcomed. For the month of January, we will be
having Chick-Fil-A nuggets for $2. If you have any questions, please feel free to email Tori at
TTenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com

MIDDLE SCHOOL DISCOVERY WEEKEND

Middle School Discovery Weekend Registration is open! This year, Discovery will be
March 4-6, 2016. Register today to get the Ultra Early Bird rate! Register your student at
www.elementdiscoveryweekend.com.

SOS 2016

While our initial deadline has ended, we still have a few more spots remaining for our high
school mission trip! This summer’s dates are July 10-16, 2016. To register, please go to:
http://elementstudentministry.com/sos/ to secure your student’s spot. These spots will be
gone soon!

MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP

Our middle school mission trip registration is now open. This year’s trip will be June 26-July
1. This amazing mission trip is going to be different than previous years. We will be participating in Urban Ministry summer mission trips and will be staying at a local church. This trip
is open to any middle school student and high school students are welcome to be leaders!
The cost is $290, including a $100 registration fee. To register, go to http://elementstudentministry.com/clean/middleschoolmissiontrip/. As always, we do have scholarships because
never want cost to be a deterring factor. If you have any questions, please contact Tori
Tenniswood at TTenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com.

Annual F lower Arranging Workshop
Saturday, January 23
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM

If you have an interest in joining Trinity’s Flower Committee for both Oxmoor and Oakmont campuses, or
if you would like to learn more about the art of flower
arrangements, you are invited to attend this annual
workshop. It will be held on Saturday morning, January
23 in the Sanctuary and East Narthex areas.
For more details and to RSVP, contact Mayre Parr
at mfparr@bellsouth.net or 822-3527.

TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD: OAKMONT CAMPUS

We are so excited that, in early 2016, Trinity will be opening up a new campus in West
Homewood. We are currently looking for families who are willing to “seed” the new church
by worshipping at that campus from Feb 14 –Easter. This entails attending the 9:30 Contemporary or the 11:00am Traditional service each week. We would love for there to be a
strong youth family contingent to this campus. If you are interested or have any questions,
please let me know.
As always, please let us know if there is anything that we can do to partner with you in helping to raise your student in a relationship with Christ.

David Thompson, Pastor of Youth and Family
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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MISSION & OUTREACH
EMERGENCY RESPONSE TRAINING
JANUARY 23 AT TRINITY
Trinity will host an Emergency Response Training Class on Saturday, January
23. We will offer both a recertification (4 hours) and certification class (8 hours)
that day. Deadline to sign up is Monday January 18. There are limited spots and
a small registration fee. Lunch will be provided for those receiving the full day
certification. To sign up or for more info, please contact Julie Adams at 8791737 or jadams@trinitybirmingham.com.

ALABAMA POSSIBLE - CASH FOR COLLEGE

Alabama Possible’s Cash for College program encourages Alabama high schools
to rally around FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Application) completion. The FAFSA is required for any student seeking federal and state financial
aid, including grants and loans in all colleges. According to the US Department of
Education, 9 out of 10 students who complete a FAFSA attend college the following fall. Trinity will be hosting a training on how to help students apply for FAFSA.
Alabama Possible will be providing the training at Trinity on Wednesday January
27 from 6-8 pm. There is no fee. Those who receive the training will go into Birmingham City Schools with Alabama Possible during the school week in February
and help students apply for FAFSA. Deadline for sign up is Friday January 22. To
sign up or for more info, please contact Kristan Walker at 879-1737 or kwalker@
trinitybirmingham.com.
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UMW Update...

Bundles of Hope Diaper Drive is undwerway!

Trinity’s United Methodist Women is
hosting a Diaper Drive for Bundles of
Hope Diaper Bank January 1 - 31.
Did you know?
-1 in 3 families struggle with diaper needs.
A baby needs 8-10 diaper changes a day
costing $100/month.
-Diapers cannot be obtained with food
stamps or through WIC.
- Most childcare centers require a day’s
supply of disposable diapers.

6

Bundles of Hope Diaper Bank seeks to provide an adequate and reliable source of
diapers to families experiencing diaper need in the Birmingham area.
Here are some ways you can help:
- Donate Disposable Diapers size newborn - 6 (new and outgrown opened packages of
diapers accepted)
- Diaper Donation Bins located throughout the Trinity building
- Give “Dollars for Diapers” by writing a check to Trinity UMW
marked for “Bundles of Hope”
- Check donations can be dropped off by the Church Office
- Collect diaper coupons to share with other church members to
help with donation purchases.

N ext

Steps
A new track for our guests and new
members held every Sunday at
10 AM in the Fellowship Hall.

Join us!
EVERY 1ST SUNDAY of the Month
Meet | Enjoy breakfast in a casual
setting with the pastoral staff.
10 AM, Fellowship Hall
EVERY 2ND SUNDAY of the Month
Belief | Enjoy a discussion to remember your baptism, learn about infant
baptism, or explore adult profession of
faith. We will also discuss communion
and the sacraments of our faith.
10 AM, Fellowship Hall
EVERY 3RD SUNDAY of the Month
Methodism | Learn about the history,
theology, and practices of the United
Methodist Church.
10 AM , Fellowship Hall
EVERY 4TH SUNDAY of the Month
Belong | Hear from staff and lay
ministers on the membership vows and
how to find your very own place of
ministry at Trinity.
10 AM , Fellowship Hall
EVERY 5TH SUNDAY of the Month
Tour | Join a Trinity member and others
for an informational tour around the
church campus.
10 AM, Fellowship Hall
We would love for you to join us. if you
have questions, please contact
Shelley Brockwell at 879-1737 or
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com.

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - January 17
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Next Steps - FHALL
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
4:15 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Element - Haven
8:00 PM Men Pick-up Basketball - GYM
9:00 PM 6th Grade Lockin - Haven
Monday - January 18
7:45 AM Yoga - Rm. 304
12:00 PM Senior Adult Activities
5:30 PM Finance Committee Mtg. - SDR
6:15 PM Ad Board Dinner - FHALL
7:00 PM Ad Board Meeting - WHALL
Tuesday - January 19
6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
CFT
FSR
CONF
SANC
FHALL

Craft Room–143
Fireside Room–145
Conference Room–220
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

LIB
NAT
LP
SP
HAVEN

11:00 AM Senior Adult Lunch - SDR
3:00 P M Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:00 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
Wednesday - January 20
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
12:00 PM Yoga - Rm. 304
4:15 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL
5:00 PM Children’s Music - various
6:00 PM Trinity Book Group - SP
6:00 PM Men’s Study - Rm. 310
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
7:00 PM Contact Music Practice - WHALL
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
7:15 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
Thursday - January 21
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
9:15 AM Small Group Studies - various
11:00 AM Senior Adult Lunch - SDR
3:30 PM Element Cafe - Youth Area
Friday - January 22
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT

Library–218
Not at Trinity
Large Parlor
Small Parlor–105
Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL
MS
WHALL
SDR
FLC

Mouat Chapel
Music Suite–132
Wesley Hall
Small Dining Room
Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL

Delores Love

UAB

IN MEMORIAM
Wythe Fine

January 5

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Merry Lynne and Brooks Johnston on
the death of her sister, Joanne McLaughlin, on
January 4.
• to the family and friends of Wythe Fine who
died on January 5.
• to Rachel and Ron Holt on the death of her
father, Bart Walker, on January 10. He was the
grandfather of Weston Grady Holt and Sadie
Campbell Holt.

Join our team this summer for the

PANAMA Mission Trip
July 16-24

This is a construction / dental trip.
If you have skills in either of these areas,
please consider joining this team.
( 15 spots available )

Team Leaders:

Martha and Jim Furio

The Furio Family

Ages: 14 years and up

(parents must participate if youth is under 18)

Cost: $1,200-$1,500
Deposit: $200 - Due February 8

LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE
Weekly sermons from both traditional and
Contact worship services are available
on the church website at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/worship/sermons/

Make checks payable to TUMC, marked
”Panama Team 2” - return to Julie Adams.
For more information, contact Julie Adams at
jadams@trinitybirmingham.com
or Martha Furio at marthajimfurio@gmail.com
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SUNDAYS at Trinity: Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood • Our Mission: To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209 • 205.879.1737 • Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

RETUR

NS jan
uary 13
!
food & fellowship

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall
$20.00 Family Maximum (or)
- $6.00 per adult
- $3.00 per child (9 and under)
- $5.00 per senior adult
- $5.00 Salad Bar option
Please let us know you are coming!
Make a reservation online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com
January 13 MENU: Beef Tips, Rice,
Glazed Carrots, Rolls & Brownies
Kid’s Meal: Chicken Nuggets / Tots
		

Wednesday
Night
Kids Choirs
Return This
Week!
January 13
Wednesday Supper
Needs YOU!
Weekly Wednesday evening
dinner returns on January 13!

Volunteers are needed to
serve dinner. If you would like
to fellowship with your church
family while helping to make our
traditional Wednesday evening
dinners a success, please email
Sara Boehme at sara8464@yahoo.com or call 205-305-8721.

HOW CAN YOU SERVE
THIS WEEK?

Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways
that you can plug in to ministry today…
simple sign-ups available now.

Log on to: http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer

