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2014 Guide to Ministry

Watch your mailbox this
week for your
copy of Connect!

Where will you serve in 2014?
You will find many ways to become involved in the life of the church in Connect magazine.
Additionally, you will see “Connection Points” which are ways that you can serve others
as part of the body of Christ. Each Connection Point corresponds to a listing on the 2014
Time and Talent card located in the center of the magazine. If you already serve in one
or more of these areas, we ask that you still submit a Time and Talent card so our record
remains current.

CONNECT SUNDAY is February 23!
On Sunday, February 23, you will have the opportunity to turn in your Time and Talent
card during a special moment in our worship services. Children will also have an opportunity to participate. Cards for kids will be located in the pew racks. Make plans to join us
in worship on February 23!

You may submit your Time and Talent card online:

www.trinitybirmingham.com
Questions? Contact Karen Smith at 879-1737 or ksmith@trinitybirmingham.com

Intro to Methodism
• Who is John Wesley?
• What do Methodists believe?
• How is Methodism different from
other denominations?

SUNDAYS
February 9
February 16
February 23

New members, new Christians or
those who want to know more about
Methodism…get answers to these
questions and more.

Small Dining Room
1st Floor

Join us to learn about Methodist
history, theology and practice.

Join us for one or all three sessions.

Led by Dr. Andy Wolfe

10 AM (Sunday School hour)

Registration not required.
Contact Karen Smith at 879-1737 or
ksmith@trinitybirmingham.com with
any questions.
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PERSONAL WORD
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2014
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary
The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast via
15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays
on WAPI-1070 AM.

SERMON
Dr. Andrew Wolfe
Sermon Series: Claiming the Life That is Ours
•
MUSIC
8:45
Sanctuary Choir, BJ Underwood
11:00 AM
Praise Alliance, BJ Underwood
•
MINISTER ON CALL
Drew Holland, 617-9228

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL
Rev. Nathan Carden

FEBRUARY 9 - ATTENDANCE

1,421 • Total Worship Attendance
956 • Traditional | 465 • Contact
696 • Sunday School

A year or so back, we had a funeral for a stillborn child in the sanctuary. It was
a painful and terrible loss to this young wife and husband. I went to the hospital when I
heard what was happening. Not only the baby’s, but the mother’s life was at stake. That
afternoon, after the mother had awakened from surgery, we baptized that tiny infant,
and I presented the couple with a gown – a burial gown. They received it with tears and
gratitude. At the most difficult time in their lives, this gift was an act of love and compassion which touched their hearts. I was able to offer that gift because of a lady named
Jane Fleming.
Jane joined Trinity late in her life after her retirement. Not long after joining,
she came in to share an idea with me. She was a wonderful seamstress. She loved to
sew. She had an idea of a new ministry. She wanted to make garments for newborns,
especially premature infants, and give them to the hospitals. I don’t think it would have
stopped her if I had said I thought it wasn’t a very good idea, but of course, I said “what
a wonderful idea. Go to it.”
And she did. She and a few ladies started what became known as Baby Love
Ministry. That group eventually grew to 30 or so ladies from around the city. Over the
next years, they sewed and gave away literally thousands of garments. With each garment there is a story like I just told - a story of a family who received a loving gift in the
name of Jesus at a time of great need. Jane passed away a couple of years ago, but the
ministry continues. Jane began this ministry late in her life at a time when some people
have taken a step back from life. Instead, she used this last chapter of her life to step
up and do something so simple, yet so profound and loving in the name of Christ. She
connected her talent and her passion with a need.
That story gets repeated a lot at Trinity. Part of our passion as a church is to
help people connect their passions/talents to some form of ministry. We have a deep
conviction that Christian faith is not a spectator sport – we are called to be on the team,
on the field, in the game. The Christians who I see “burn out” are typically not those
who are living out their faith in dynamic meaningful ways, but those who are sitting on
the sidelines.
You have hopefully received in the mail a copy of Trinity’s Connect Magazine.
We publish this annually as one tool to help people find a ministry. In it are listed hundreds of concrete ways that you can be involved in ministry – from flower arranging to
washing dishes.
I invite and encourage you to look through Connect. Find a place(s) of service.
There is a form included in the center for you to record your choice. Sunday, February 23
is CONNECT SUNDAY. You can return your form on that day – or ANY day.
…His gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building
up the body of Christ…Ephesians 4:11

information for guests & new members
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow people in
Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – Traditional services in the sanctuary,
offering same sermon and a variety of music.
•8:45 & 11:00 AM – CONTACT – a relaxed, informal,
service in Wesley Hall featuring praise music from the
CONTACT Band, children are encouraged to attend.
•10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 years and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.

Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in the large
parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet
the pastoral staff, ask questions and learn more about the
core values and mission of Trinity.
We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a
basic orientation prior to joining Trinity. It is offered on the
second Sunday of each month. Contact Rev. Drew
Holland at dholland@trinitybirmingham.com or call
879-1737 with any questions.

Andrew Wolfe – Senior Minister
Suzanne Pruitt – Minister of Christian Formation
Drew Holland – Minister of Welcoming Ministries
and Young Adults
Nathan Carden – Minister of Outreach, Contact
David Thompson – Minister of Students
Bobby Scales – Minister of Pastoral Care & Visitation
•Church Office: 879-1737, Fax 868-9714
•Care Line: 868-9709
•Child Development Center: 879-1749

Since the beginning of time... relationships have had their
ups and downs.

Free and Fun
Relationship Workshop
This Saturday, February 15
9 AM - 3 PM Fellowship Hall
No matter where you are in your relationship - dating, engaged, married, in the
dumps, on a high - why not make it better?
And why not make it better for FREE? What’s more, why not make it better for
$50 in gift cards and a free meal?
If this sounds right up your and your significant other’s alley, join us for a fun
relationship workshop, led by the fine folks at Impact Family Counseling.
The workshop will be held on February 15th (a nice follow-up to Valentine’s
Day, eh?) from 9AM-3PM in the Fellowship Hall. Nursery care will be available.
For more info, visit the Impact Family Counseling webpage, www.impactal.org.
To register, contact Rev. Drew Holland at 879-1737 or visit
www.impactal.org/event-registration.html

Lil’ Lambs Spring Sale

February 28 & March 1

Seller Registration Began February 10.
For more information visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs/
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WEEKLY OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY - Every Thursday morning, different individuals and
groups at Trinity cook breakfast at Church of the Reconciler for approximately 125 men in homelessness. There is currently a need for an individual or group to cook and serve on 5th Thursdays. The commitment is for approximately 1.25 hours to set up and serve the meal. The cost of the food and supplies
are covered by Trinity. If you or your small group would be willing to take on this commitment for 2014,
contact Nathan Carden at ncarden@trinitybirmingham.com or David Miller at
dmiller5@bham.rr.com.

Save the Date!

Vacation
Bible School...

July 21-24
Watch Tidings for details
and registration info...
coming soon!

Kids Summer Camps & Activities
Dates are now available:
www.trinitybirmingham.com

Honor or remember your loved ones
in our Sunday worship services by sponsoring
altar flowers or the radio broadcasts.
For details and more information on how to place these
orders, please contact Ann Neptune in the church office
at aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.
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student ministry

weekly update
www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:
DISCOVERY YARD SIGNS – We are so excited to announce that not only have our Discovery
signs from last year, but we now have new “ARE YOU YETI” Discovery signs. We are beginning
to pass out our Discovery yard signs for 2014. We would LOVE to have a Discovery sign in your
yard. If you would like to get a yard sign, please email me! rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.
We are HAPPY to deliver this signs straight to your house as well! Please be careful to place
these yard signs at your residence or place of business only. Thanks for your help in spreading
the word about this wonderful weekend.
If you have a Discovery Yard sign from last year, we’d like to encourage you to also go ahead
and put it in your yard!
SOS, HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP – SOS Registration for all high school students (July 6-12)
is ongoing! You can sign up online by going to www.elementstudentministry.com/sos. Sign up
soon, these spots are filling up quickly! For any further questions, feel free to email Robert at
rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com. Scholarships are available for students.
ARM, MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP – We are now full for all middle school spots this year!
If you would like to be placed on the waiting list, please email
Robert at rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.
We do however have 6 High School Leader Positions available!

food & fellowship

$20.00 Family Maximum (or)
- $6.00 per adult
- $3.00 per child (9 and under)
- $5.00 per senior adult
- $5.00 Salad Bar option
Please let us know you are coming!
Make a reservation online at

www.trinitybirmingham.com.

MENU - February 12:

ELEMENT CAFE – Element Cafe is every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon from 3-5:30 PM.
We will be selling hot chocolate along with other goodies to warm the students up
after the cold walk down from the middle school. We hope that your student will be here!.

• ADULTS: Taco pie casserole - all
the toppings, chips and cheese dip,
cookie
• KIDS: Soft taco, chips, fruit,
cookie, milk

As always, if there is anything that we can be doing to better support your student or family
please let us know.

MENU - February 19:

In Christ,
Robert Sturdivant
rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com
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• ADULTS: Chicken fingers, mashed
potatoes, green beans, roll, cookie
• KIDS: Same as adults

HELP NEEDED on
Wednesday nights!

For Wednesday Supper, we
need someone to be in charge of
washing trays, glasses and silverware from approx. 5-6:30 PM.
No hand washing required.
• We also need someone to take up
money from approx. 4:20-6:15 PM.
• We could also use 2 more people
to commit to one Wednesday a
month to serve dinner. We start
serving at 4:30 and are finished
serving by 6:15 PM.
For more details and to volunteer,
contact Sara Boehme at 305-8721
or sara8464@yahoo.com.

5

pacesetters news
• FEBRUARY 12 - SPIRIT TRAVEL (RESCHEDULED)

On Wednesday, February 12, we continue our “Spirit Travel”
on the Hallelujah Trail. We will travel to Decatur to see the
beautiful Gothic St. John’s Episcopal Church, and have lunch
at Bob Gibson’s BBQ. We will visit the Tabernacle at Hartselle,
home of the Hartselle Camp Meeting since the late 1800s.
Pine Torch Church is a log building that has served as a church
and a school since 1850, located in Bankhead National Forest. Van(s) leave Trinity at 8:00 AM.

• FEBRUARY 25 - PACESETTERS LUNCHEON

Karla Stamps returns to entertain us with her gift of storytelling. Karla is a gifted actress and knowledgeable on many
subjects. She will be sharing interesting facts about “Gone
With The Wind” and many things you may not know about
the making of this epic movie, the author and the actors. Join
us for lunch at 12 Noon and a very entertaining program.

• APRIL 9 - ANTIQUITY CENTER, SAVE THE DATE!

Explorations in Antiquity Center, LaGrange, GA. We will
explore the Scripture Garden Walk; enjoy the Biblical Meal
Presentation; and visit the new Artifacts Gallery, which houses
many treasures from the Holy Land. The NEW Biblical Life
Artifacts Gallery is an amazing opportunity to peer back across
the ages to see what daily life was like in ancient times. 250
artifacts from the National Treasures of Israel, on long-term
loan from the Israel Antiquities Authority, are exhibited in
life-like settings. Trip includes travel on deluxe motorcoach all
tours and meal, $89.00.
DATE CORRECTION: THE DATES FOR THE WASHINGTON
D.C. TRIP ARE MAY 29 - JUNE 3.

• MAY 29 - JUNE 3 - WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP

Trinity Travelers will travel to Washington D. C. for
6 days/5 nights (with 3 consecutive nights in D.C.), 8 meals,
two full-day guided tours of Washington D.C. All the monuments and Memorials, the Smithsonian, and Arlington and
much more are included in this tour at the very reasonable
price of $475 per double (add $170 for single occupancy).
For reservations or more information on any event listed above,
contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or email
alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

PARKING NOTICE:

Here are just a few of the stories:
Trinity and TCDC Staff
		 As soon as TCDC Director Kim Wood received the
call that Homewood City Schools would be closing at 10:30
on January 28th, she immediately began contacting TCDC
parents to pick up their children. But with roads icing over
in record time and traffic gridlocked throughout the city, it
became evident that some children weren’t going to make
it home Tuesday night. Seven TCDC employees; Kim Wood,
Ronda Byrd, Rose Shrestha, Cassie Ellis, Suzette Whitted,
Veronica Holder, and Renee George, along with kitchen staffer
Jerome Lee, and Ann Neptune and Linda Whatley settled in
for a sleepover at Trinity. “The staff did an amazing job of
dealing with the circumstances, keeping everyone calm, and
making the best of a bad situation,” Kim Wood says. “The kids
just thought it was a big, fun sleepover!”
		 Jerome fed everyone dinner and breakfast Wednesday morning, even celebrating birthdays with cookies and ice
cream. By the end of the day on Tuesday, the 10 staff members, 6 children, and 2 other adults watched movies, sang
songs, read stories, and settled in for the night. Scott Robertson, Trinity’s director of music, put his jeep’s four-wheel
drive to the test in order to pick up and deliver necessary
medication to two of the people stranded at the church. By
Wednesday afternoon, the majority of the staff and kids were
able to make it home.

Trinity Road Rescues
Among the many stories of people opening their homes and
hearts, a number of Trinity staffers and members did their
part by getting people where they needed to be. Member Eric
Rogers got local media attention for using his ATV to rescue
people from stranded cars and other locations so they could
get home or somewhere safe. Andy Wolfe, Ann Neptune, and
Brittany Arias coordinated hotels for people who were stranded and couldn’t get home. Youth ministers Ryane Clayton and
David Hayes drove people home and went and got people who
were stranded at their offices to get them home safely. Drs.
Matthew Wolfe and Dan Carter were both integral in calling in
prescriptions for people who were stranded without necessary
medications and making sure that the medications made it to
the patients.
These stories are examples of Trinity members truly doing
Christ’s work in the world, giving people hope and help
when it was needed the most.

Trinity members and guests should NOT park in the All Saints’ lot near Oxmoor Rd.
Also, please do not block the dumpsters or areas that are marked as NO PARKING zones. Note that the small parking lot is
reserved for handicapped, elderly and families with small children on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings. Do not
park in marked handicap spaces if you do not have an official handicap permit. Thank you.
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highlighted events this week
Sunday, February 16
8:45 AM
Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM
Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Intro to Methodism - SDR
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
4:00 PM
Sr. Adult Bible Study - SP
4:00 PM
Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM
Adult Studies - various
5:00 PM
Youth Choir Rehearsal - MS
6:00 PM
Element - Haven
6:15 PM
Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
8:00 PM
Men’s Pickup Basketball - GYM
Monday - February 17
6:30 AM
Trinity Men - SDR
8:00 AM
Senior Exercise Class - FHALL
8:30 AM
Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
Tuesday - February 18
6:30 AM
Youth Prayer Breakfast - Haven
8:00 AM
Senior Adult Activities - various
8:30 AM
Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
CFT
FSR
CONF
SANC
FHALL

Craft Room–143
Fireside Room–145
Conference Room–220
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

LIB
NAT
LP
SP
HAVEN

10:00 AM Mama & Me - Nursery
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
3:00 PM
Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:00 PM
Young Adult Study (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM
Young Adult Study (30’s) - SDR
Wednesday - February 19
8:30 AM
Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
9:00 AM
Yoga - Rm. 315
4:45 PM
Wednesday Supper - FHALL
5:00 PM
Children’s Music - various
6:00 PM
Adult Studies - various
7:00 PM
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - MS
Thursday - February 20
8:00 AM
Senior Exercise Class - FHALL
9:00 AM
Adult Studies - various
3:00 PM
Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
Friday - February 21
8:30 AM
Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer

Library–218
Not at Trinity
Large Parlor
Small Parlor–105
Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL
MS
WHALL
SDR
FLC

Mouat Chapel
Music Suite–132
Wesley Hall
Small Dining Room
Family Life Center

take note

Nursery Volunteers - February 16
Jessica Cantu
To volunteer, please contact Barry Smith at 879-1737 or
email nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.

• Ushers are needed •
Did you become a member of Trinity because it is a
“friendly church”? If so, and you also have the gift of a welcoming
smile, consider paying it forward and joining our usher team.
Ushers are needed for both 8:45 and 11 traditional services.
Contact Ted Hagler at 985-9608 or edwardthagler@bellsouth.net.

Trinity Book Group meets Wednesday, February 19 at 6 PM
Ruth Truitt will be leading the discussion of
MY BEAUTIFUL WORLD: A MEMOIR by Sonia Sotomayor.
Everyone is invited.

in the hospital
BROOKWOOD:

Kathy Anglin
Baby Boy Choron
Noah Vick
Bill Driskell

CHILDREN’S:
ST. VINCENT’S:

in memoriam
Jim Honeycutt		
Phyllis Holmes			

February 4

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Inez Honeycutt and family on the death of
her husband of Jim Honeycutt on February 4.
• to friends and family of Phyllis Holmes who
died this past weekend.

congratulations
• to Bryan and Anna Goldman on the baptism of
their daughter, Mary Hayden Elizabeth Goldman on
Feb. 9th.
• to Mary Boyce who will be retiring as Dr. Wolfe’s
Administrative Assistant at the end of March.

treasurer’s report
As of February 9, 2014
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:		
Month to Date Revenue-Feb.
Monthly Needs to Date		
Balance/Shortage			

Capital Debt Retirement gifts this month
Capital Debt Retirement gifts to date

MONTH
$153,676
$ 85,749
$ 67,927

$2,670
$9,108

Note from the Treasurer: Questions about church
finances-income or expense? If you wonder how funds
are received or expensed, the financial books of Trinity
are open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 8791737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.
PLEASE NOTE: Tidings publishes each week on Tuesday (except
for the week of Christmas). The deadline for submitting information to be included is on Thursday, the week prior to the publish
date. Please submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed and mailed on Tuesday
afternoon. Should you not receive your copy in a timely manner,
please contact your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings
is available each week on Tuesday at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings

Available for your use on
first floor and second floor
library area.
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POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Tidings, Trinity United Methodist Church, P.O. Box 19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity: Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood • Our Mission: To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209 • 205.879.1737 • Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Matt and Elyse Rogers
624 Royal Street, Birmingham, AL 35243
The Rogerss joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. Matt is a Urology Resident
at UAB and Elyse is a Dental Hygenist with
Dr. Alexander.
Edward and Maggie Foster
4241 Montevallo Road S., Birmingham, AL 35213
The Fosters joined Trinity by transfer from another
United Methodist Church and by vows from another
Christian denomination. Edward is a CPA with SRHW
and Krista is a CPA with Blue Cross/ Blue Shield.
Stephen and Krista Lutz ( No Picture)
869 Forrest Drive, Homewood, AL 35209
The Lutzs joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination and by profession of faith.
Stephen is a Pricing Analyst with CRST and Krista is
a technical writer for Tyco. They have a son,
Garrison, who is 10 months old.

Interested in Membership? Join us the first Sunday of every month in
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet the pastoral
staff, ask questions and learn more about the core values and mission of Trinity.
We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic orientation prior
to joining Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each month. Questions?
Contact Drew Holland at 879-1737, dholland@trinitybirmingham.com.

Trinity’s Snow Angels
When 2 inches of snow and ice wreaked havoc and
created gridlock in metro Birmingham on January 28th,
a number of Trinity staff and church members swung
into action to offer assistance to other church members,
friends, family, and strangers alike.
( See more of the story on Page 6 )

