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Lil’ Lambs Spring Sale is February 27 & 28
For details on the sale and for
seller and volunteer registration, please visit
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs/
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Join your church family on the evening before Ash Wednesday for

Shrove Tuesday
SERVED BY TRINITY’S PASTORS!

February 17
$2
PER PERSON

Begins at 5:30 PM
Fellowship Hall

Soul
Keeping

Lent

RESERVATIONS APPRECIATED!
Email Eleanor Christiansen at
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

At 6:15 PM there will
be a brief program
for kids covering what
Ash Wednesday and
Lent are all about!
Also, everyone will
have the opportunity
to make their own
Lenten clutch cross.

All proceeds will go toward
Trinity’s Lenten Offering.

2015

Lenten brochure

See inside for Lent details,
special events & information.

PERSONAL WORD
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2015
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary
The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays
on WAPI-1070 AM.

SERMON
Rev. Nathan Carden
2 Week Series:“Conversations”
Part 2: Listening
•
MUSIC
8:45 AM
Seeds of Faith, Praise Alliance
11:00 AM
Seeds of Faith, Sanctuary Choir
•
MINISTER ON CALL
Andrew Wolfe, 871-1309
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8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Brian Erickson
2 Week Series: “Conversations”
FEBRUARY 8 - ATTENDANCE
1,582 • Total Worship Attendance
1,041 • Traditional | 541 • Contact
890 • Sunday School Attendance

“And now, Lord, …grant to your servants to
speak your word with all boldness…”
– Acts 4:29
A strange thing happens between the fourth
and fifth books of the New Testament.
The first four books are the gospel stories –
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John’s accounts
of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. In those stories, the disciples are
befuddled. They are confused, two steps
behind Jesus, and perpetually afraid.
The disciples spend the first Easter not singing, eating candy eggs or opening baskets
from a bunny – they spend it hiding in a
locked room, scared out of their minds.
The women tell them that Jesus’ body is
missing, that he has been raised, which only
makes them want to put another padlock on
the door.
They have no idea what waits them on the
other side of the door, and honestly, they
don’t really want to know. They just want to
survive. But then, despite their best efforts
at keeping him out, Jesus shows up.
“Peace be with you,” he says. In other
words: calm down. He eats with them,
teaches them what this all means, and then
he is gone again – trusting the disciples to
carry on his ministry. He leaves everything
in the hands of those befuddled believers.
But following the Resurrection, after they
have encountered the risen Christ, something changes. The church is born. In the
book of Acts, the disciples, the ones who
never seemed to catch on to what Jesus was
saying, who ran when Jesus was arrested,
who spent Easter Sunday as frightened fugitives – start acting like Jesus.

That is maybe nowhere so evident as in
Acts, chapter 4. Their lives in danger and
persecution surrounding them on all sides,
they pray for boldness. Not for security. Not
for protection. For boldness. For the courage to speak God’s truth regardless of what
the world throws at them. God answers
their prayer, instilling within them a hunger
to spread the good news at all costs.
We are able to celebrate Easter because of
the disciples’ prayer. Their faithfulness in a
time of trial kept the gospel message alive
through these many centuries. We are able
to celebrate Easter in this church thanks to
the men and women who came before us
at Trinity, who prayed for courage instead
of finding a way to quit. We are able to
worship together every Sunday thanks to
a long line of believers who met the risen
Christ and couldn’t stop acting like Jesus
afterwards.
As a church, our success is measured by
how many of us are willing to pray for
boldness. For the courage to let God use us
to do something extraordinary, something
beyond our wildest imagining. If every
household in our church will pray that
prayer, nothing can stop us from spreading
the good news.
No matter what door you’re hiding behind,
you’d better be careful. Jesus is on the loose
at Trinity,
Blessings,

Brian Erickson

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – CONTACT – a relaxed,
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music
from the CONTACT Band, children are encouraged to attend.

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions
and learn more about the core values and mission
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students
• Church Office: 879-1737 / Fax: 868-9714
• Care Line: 868-9709
• Child Development Center: 879-1749

T R I N I T Y U N I T E D M E T HO DIST C H U RC H

Lent 2015

Soul Keeping
I’ve spent the last several weeks trying
to clean out our garage. “Trying” is the
operative word here.
In a typical move, you would take the
time to separate the wheat from the
chaff, and discard the stuff you don’t
need. But if you are a Methodist preacher, the entire process gets compressed a
bit, and you end up moving the wheat,
the chaff, and the tractor. In our house,
the designated place for all that extra
stuff has been the garage, where we can
pretend to ignore it (even though we see
it every day). It’s gotten so bad that I’ve
had to make more of a mess just trying
to tackle the mess.
In a similar way, many of us live crowded lives. Our calendars try to put us in
three places at the same time, our children need dayplanners, and many days
we end up thinking we came up a few
hours short. But it’s not just our schedules that are overwrought – our hearts
and minds are, likewise, scattered in a
thousand different places. Somewhere,
deep down, we know that this is not the
way it should be, but we don’t know
where to begin. It’s easier to live with
the mess every day, trying to pretend it’s
not there.
Lent is an end to the pretending. It is
sunlight in the crawl space, a splash of
ice water on a sleepy morning, an air
horn in the middle of a library.
Continued on next page.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent.

February 18, ash wednesday
7:00 - 8:00 AM

Morning Service
Come-and-Go

6:00 PM

Evening Service

Ashes & Holy Communion

1400 Oxmoor Road • Homewood, AL 35209
205.879.1737 • www.trinitybirmingham.com

Soul Keeping
Continued... Lent wakes us up to all that we
would rather avoid, helps us to see all that
we’ve been blind to, drags us kicking and
screaming to tackle the garage of the soul. During Lent, we turn our face to the things we’ve
turned our back on. In some ways, Lent is the
mess that helps us tackle the mess.
During this holy season of preparation and
prayer, we will be walking together through
John Ortberg’s fabulous book, Soul Keeping.
This past fall, we read it together as a staff,
and we were convicted that this was something
the entire congregation needed to hear. I don’t
know what the garage looks like in your soul,
but my guess is that we all have some things
we need to let go of, and our sermon series, as
well as the small group studies available over
these next few weeks, will help lead us to do
exactly that.
In the gospels, one of Jesus’ most piercing
questions is “What good will it be for someone
to gain the whole world, and yet forfeit their
soul?” This is the question Lent asks of all of
us. If you will let them, these next few weeks
can be some of the most sacred days you’ve
ever experienced. As we make our way with
Christ towards the cross, lay down the burdens
that have kept us from following him, and face
head-on that which we’ve ignored, my prayer
is that we all will emerge on the other side as
Easter people, the kind of folks who know how
to care for their souls.

Grace and peace,
Brian Erickson
Senior Pastor Designate

sunday worship
Join us!
8:45 & 11:00 AM
Traditional Services
Sanctuary
•
8:45 & 11:00 AM
Contact Services
Wesley Hall

Lenten Clutch Crosses
and Bookmarks

Handmade clay clutch crosses will be
given out during this Lenten season.
During the winter months, numerous
Trinity servants have been diligently
making these beautiful crosses – each
one unique in color and shape.
The clutch crosses will be available for
individuals and families to make/take at
the Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner on
February 17. They will also be handed
out at the Ash Wednesday service and
on Sunday, February 22.
The crosses will be handed out along
with a special bookmark. There is a
daily Bible selection listed on the bookmark that follows our Lenten theme,
SOUL KEEPING. Join together with
our church family as we pray, read the
scriptures and tend our souls for the 40
days of Lent.

Lenten Study Opportunities

soul keeping

CHURCHWIDE STUDY – Most adult Sunday School classes will be
studying this year’s Lenten theme book Soul Keeping by John Ortberg. If
you do not currently participate in a Sunday School class, you are invited
to attend a Soul Keeping Study that will meet in Wesley Hall, 10-10:40
AM, every Sunday of Lent. Class begins 2/22 and will conclude 3/29.
Questions? Contact Carrie Thayer at cthayer@trinitybirmingham.com.
YOUNG ADULT STUDY – Are you in your 20’s? Are you out of college? Are you not married? If so...you’re invited to join us for dinner
and Soul Keeping Study at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. The study
begins Tuesday, February 24 and will run until Easter. Dinner is free
and is served at 6:30 PM with the study following dinner. For more
info, email Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com or call 879-1737.

Way of the Cross Paintings

& devotional guide

Trinity’s Way of the Cross is a series of unique paintings, created by Trinity artists, that
portray Jesus’ journey to the cross. These paintings provide a way to enter into His journey
in an act of devotion and worship. During the Lenten season, the Way of the Cross paintings hang in the Sanctuary. Devotional guides may be found in baskets at the Sanctuary
entrance doors. Guides are available for both adults and children – and may be used by individuals or groups. Through this devotional practice, we join with Christ’s journey for us.

Prayer Garden Services

Holy Week

On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
of Holy Week, from 5 - 8 PM, you are
invited to a special come and go time
of personal prayer and reflection in our
Prayer Garden.

Noon Services

during holy week

In the garden, you will be invited to
immerse yourself in God’s presence as
you prepare for our Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday services prior to our
Easter Celebration.

MARCH 30 | MARCH 31 | APRIL 1
These half hour lunchtime services at Noon on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week
provide a convenient worship opportunity.
A guest speaker is featured and lunch is served
holy week
following each service at 12:30 PM
in the Fellowship Hall. ($5 per person)
Nursery is provided.
Holy Week Guest Speakers:
MONDAY | Dr. J. Wayne Flynt,
Professor Emeritus, Auburn University

TUESDAY | Rev. Marcus Singleton,
Church of the Reconciler
WEDNESDAY | Rev. Stephanie Arnold,
First UMC of Birmingham

Palm Cross Workshop

& palm processional

SATURDAY, MARCH 28, 9:00 AM - 12 Noon
Fellowship Hall. Bring your scissors and a hand towel
and help make over 1,800 Palm Crosses that will be
used in the Palm Sunday services. All are welcome;
all skills and ages are needed.

•

Maundy Thursday

APRIL 2
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
7:00 PM - Sanctuary
•

Good Friday
APRIL 3

2:00 PM - Homewood Community
“Way of the Cross” Procession.
[Begins at Homewood Park]

SERVICE OF DARKNESS
PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 29 | PROCESSIONAL
Children may participate in the Palm Procession by waving palm
branches and placing them on the altar at the beginning of the
8:45 & 11:00 AM worship services.

Holy Communion during Lent

7:00 PM - Sanctuary
Scripture, prayers, liturgy and special music
by the Sanctuary Choir and Trinity Orchestra.

is offered following all Sunday traditional worship services in the Sanctuary
at 9:45 AM and 12:00 PM. Communion will also be offered throughout Lent during the Contact services at 8:45 AM and
11:00 AM in Wesley Hall.

Annual Egg Hunt

March 22, 3 PM

Opportunities to Serve & Give
outreach lenten speakers

Trinity’s annual Egg Hunt for children ages 3 through 2nd grade
will be held on Sunday afternoon, March 22 at 3 PM. The hunt
will be held at WEST HOMEWOOD PARK. Come join the fun!

During the five Wednesday evenings leading up to
Holy Week, we will highlight mission work around
Birmingham and beyond, that Trinity sponsors financially and with volunteers. Speakers will present in Fellowship Hall from 6:15-7:00 PM.
• February 25 – Urban Ministry and Community Church

Easter Sunday

Without Walls, Ama Shambulia & R.G. Lyons
• March 4 – Church of the Reconciler, Matt Lacey
• March 11 – United Methodist Children’s Home,
Rebecca Morris & Liz Kindred
• March 18 – Firehouse Shelter, Doug Kovash
• March 25 – International Justice Mission, Scott Adams

April 5

SUNRISE SERVICE
6:30 AM
Homewood Park
(Rain: Wesley Hall)
Led by Trinity’s Youth
Breakfast follows the service in the Fellowship Hall

SANCTUARY WORSHIP
8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 AM
Sanctuary
Led by Dr. Andrew Wolfe & Rev. Brian Erickson
with Trinity Choirs and Orchestra

CONTACT WORSHIP
8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 AM
Wesley Hall
Led by Rev. Nathan Carden
with the CONTACT Band

Easter Butterfly Release

Trinity’s children enjoy the annual release
of live butterflies on the front lawn on
For Lenten updates and events visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com
Easter Sunday morning.

habitat lenten build March 14

Trinity is joining with other faith communities this
Lent for “Building on Faith 2015”– a home build
with Habitat for Humanity. The home will be built
with the Mary Sanders Family. Trinity’s dedicated
work day is March 14.

steeple run March 21

On Saturday, March 21 at 8 AM, Trinity is participating in Steeple 2 Steeple, a unique point-to-point
5K that takes runners/walkers through the heart
of both Homewood and Mountain Brook as they
make their way from Trinity UMC to Canterbury
UMC. The run will benefit the United Methodist
Children’s Home. To sign up or for more info, visit
www.steeple2steeple.com.

lenten offering

During this season of spiritual evaluation, we are
given the opportunity to join God’s work to bring
resurrection hope to the “least of these” in the
Greater Birmingham Area with our special Lenten
offering. Your gift may be made by using the special Lenten Offering envelopes or by marking your
check Lenten Offering.

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - February 15
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
4:00 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Cross & Flame Choir - MS
6:00 PM Element - Haven
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
8:00 PM Men’s Pickup Basketball - GYM
Monday - February 16
6:30 AM Trinity Men - SDR
Tuesday - February 17
6:30 AM Element Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
CFT
FSR
CONF
SANC
FHALL

Craft Room–143
Fireside Room–145
Conference Room–220
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

LIB
NAT
LP
SP
HAVEN

10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
5:30 PM Shrove Pancakes - FHALL
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
ASH Wednesday - February 18
7-8:00 AM Ashes, Come & Go - SANC
4:30 PM NO Wednesday Supper
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:00 PM Ash Wed. Service - SANC
Thursday - February 19
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
9:15 AM Adult Studies - various
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
Friday - February 20
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL

Library–218
Not at Trinity
Large Parlor
Small Parlor–105
Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL
MS
WHALL
SDR
FLC

Mouat Chapel
Music Suite–132
Wesley Hall
Small Dining Room
Family Life Center

• Trinity Seeking Child Development Center Director •
TCDC is looking for an enthusiastic, experienced person with the ability to maintain
our excellent early childhood educational program while demonstrating passion for
children, families and staff. Qualified applicants must possess a Bachelor’s degree
in education or a related field, but a Masters or higher degree is preferred. Applicants must have proven Early Childhood administrative experience as a Director
or equivalent as well as teaching experience in a preschool or childcare setting.
It is preferred that either the administrative or teaching experience be in an AELL
accredited program. The salary range will be commensurate with education, management and teaching experience. Please email for full job description and employment
requirements. Qualified applicants should send a cover letter and resume to kwood@
trinitybirmingham.com. Contact: Kim Wood, 1400 Oxmoor Road, Birmingham, AL
35209, Phone 205-879-1749, Email: kwood@trinitybirmingham.com

PACESETTERS

IN THE HOSPITAL
PRINCETON:
UAB HIGHLANDS:

Peggy Williams
Wayne Tucker

IN MEMORIAM
Beth Lunceford
Marilyn Varns

February 3
February 7

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Tim and Marietta Lunceford on the death
of his mother and to Jon Lunceford on the
death of his grandmother, Beth Lunceford,
who died on February 3.
• to family and friends of Marilyn Varns who
died on February 7.

CONGRATULATIONS

• to Woods and Virginia McKibbens on the
baptism of their daughter, Anne Grace McKibbens, on February 8.

TREASURER’S REPORT
As of February 8, 2015
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:
Month to Date Revenue
Monthly Needs to Date
Balance/Shortage

MONTH
$123,210
$71,285
$51,925

Capital Debt Retirement / month
Capital Debt Retirement / to date

$3,925
$12,531

Note from the Treasurer:
Questions about church finances, income or
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

FEBRUARY 13 - COFFEE CONCERT

On Friday, February 13, we will attend a Coffee Concert featuring new Director Designate CARLOS IZCARAY and trumpeter Christopher Martin. Leave Trinity at 10:00 AM.

FEBRUARY 18 - MONTGOMERY MUSEUM TOUR

Join us on Wednesday, February 18 as we tour the Museum of Alabama in Montgomery. We will have a 1½ hour docent-led
tour of this new museum. This museum is the only destination where you can explore Alabama’s past from prehistory to the
present. Our tour bus will leave at 8:30 AM. Breakfast stop, Prattville. Tour begins at 12:00 Noon. Price TBD!

SAVE THE DATE! Eufaula Spring Pilgrimage, April 10-12

Experience Southern hospitality at its finest when you visit Eufaula, Alabama during its 50th Annual Pilgrimage on April 1012. We will enjoy an open-air art exhibit, gardens, afternoon teas, candlelight tours, musical entertainment and more. Watch
Tidings for more info!
For more info on any Senior Adult event, please contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.
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Tidings Trinity United Methodist
Church (USPS 0641-120) is published weekly, except Christmas
week, by Trinity United Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road,
Birmingham (Homewood), AL
35209-3998. Periodicals postage paid at Birmingham, AL.
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changes to: Tidings, Trinity United Methodist Church, P.O. Box
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SUNDAYS at Trinity: Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood • Our Mission: To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209 • 205.879.1737 • Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Jen Hatmaker
COMING TO

TRINITY
APRIL 12

Save the date!
Watch Tidings for more details.
jenhatmaker.com

Panama summer ‘15
INFO MEETING
Sunday, February 22
If you are interested in joining a
mission team of Trinity members
to travel to Panama this summer,
please join us for the first informational meeting. It will be held
Sunday, February 22 at 10 AM
(during the Sunday school hour)
in the Small Dining Room.
Questions? Contact Julie Adams,
International Mission Coordinator, at 879-1737 or email
jadams@trinitybirmingham.com.

