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ALL PROCEEEDS WILL TOWARD
TRINITY’S LENTEN OFFERING

Lil’ Lambs Spring Sale is  February 27 & 28
For details on the sale and for 

seller and volunteer registration, please visit 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs/

ash wednesday
February 18

7:00-8:00 AM

Morning Service
Come-and-Go 

Sanctuary

•
6:00 PM

Evening Service
Ashes & Holy Communion

Sanctuary

Please Note: Wednesday Supper
WILL NOT

be served on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 18.



For once, the game outdid the commercials. Superbowl XLIX is now over and in the 
record books with a win of 28-24 by the Patriots over the Seahawks. Whichever team 
you cheered for, it was a classic game with the lead switching back and forth. Going 
into the fourth quarter, the Patriots were down by ten points. The Patriots fought 
back, and took the lead 28-24 with just over two minutes minutes left on the clock.

Seattle answered by driving to New England’s two yard line. Poised to score the win-
ning touchdown with 26 seconds on the clock, then came the play that will live on 
in infamy, if you are a Seattle fan. Instead of giving the ball to Marshawn Lynch, the 
Seattle running back, who had been almost unstoppable, Seattle elected to throw the 
ball instead. It was intercepted by rookie Malcolm Butler, giving New England the 
win. Proof, once again, that it ain’t over until it’s over. 

Butler himself is testimony to that fact. An unlikely hero, Butler is a native of Missis-
sippi. He played only two seasons of high school ball, and because of academic prob-
lems, went on to play for a community college in Mississippi. He was kicked out of 
school his freshman year, and went to work at Popeye’s chicken. It was then he got 
the urge to redeem his life and future. He pressed the re-set button and returned to 
Hinds, played for a year, then moved on to West Alabama (a Division II School). 
He played there for two years and then in May, was signed as an undrafted free agent 
by the Patriots.

In an interview several weeks before the game Butler said, “You’ve just got to take 
advantage of the great things when they come. It’s been a long road to get here. 
Some ups, some downs, but I never gave up. I kept pushing and kept believing. I 
always believed that I could play in this league. It’s just confidence, faith and hard 
work.”  It is easy to let life’s setbacks become roadblocks; to allow our failures to 
become final. It sometimes takes a story like this to remind us that it ain’t over until 
it’s over.

We, Christians, should know that. Ours is a faith based on a hope that was born out 
of death – a new beginning where there was only a dead end. God doesn’t give up on 
us or on our world. God’s “steadfast love endures forever,” the Psalmist writes.   

Paul, who suffered from more than his share of failures and setbacks, went on to 
write: let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us 
run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith…

Run with perseverance, it ain’t over until it’s over – and even then it is not over.  
God’s love for us is never over.

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

FEBRUARY 1 - ATTENDANCE
 1,451 • Total Worship Attendance
 935 • Traditional  |  516 • Contact
834 • Sunday School Attendance

SERMON 
Rev. Brian Erickson

2 Week Series:“Conversations”
Part 1: Speaking

• 
MUSIC

8:45 AM  Cross & Flame Handbell Choir,
Men’s Chorus, The Peterson Family,  

Norton Dill, Theresa McKibben
11:00 AM  Cross & Flame Handbell Choir,

Cross & Flame Youth Choir
•

MINISTER ON CALL
Nathan Carden, 863-0765

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2015
8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden

2 Week Series: “Conversations”

Traditional: 935
Contact: 516
Total: 1451

PERSONAL WORD
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Connect Sunday... Go and do LIKEWISE
Connect Sunday was on February 1. Trinity celebrated service as a church family and made commit-
ments to “go and do LIKEWISE” in 2015.  All in attendance on Sunday received a tool, a “Hey Neighbor!” 
tshirt, to show our communities that the people of Trinity are striving to become good neighbors in 2015. 
If you were unable to attend and would like to receive your free “Hey Neighbor!” tshirt, please contact 
Laura Eanes at leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.

[ To fill out your 2015 Time & Talent Card, please log on to www.trinitybirmingham.com. ]

Pictured:
All ages picked up “Hey Neighbor!” tshirts in the
2nd floor commons area on Connect Sunday.

Rev. Brian Erickson  |  Rev. Nathan Carden

For two weeks in February, 

in both traditional worship

and in Contact worship,

the sermon topic will be on 

CONVERSATIONS.

1 Peter 3:15b-16a   |   Always be ready to make 
your defense to anyone who demands from 
you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 
yet do it with gentleness and reverence.

Traditional: Speaking
Contact: Listening

Traditional: Listening
Contact: Speaking

FEBRUARY 8

FEBRUARY 15

2 Part Sermon Series  |  All Worship Services



PACESETTERS
TRINITY TRAVELERS - WEST COAST TOUR, SUMMER 
Pacific North West and California, July 6-13.  More than 30 people have 
already paid their deposit and received the discount for early booking. Collette 
extended the early booking discount to January 21. The price is now $2,799.00, 
which is still a great price for this trip. Trip includes round trip air fare from 
Birmingham, 8 days, 10 meals in Washington, Oregon and California. High-
lights…Seattle, Mount St. Helens Visitor Center, Portland, Columbia River 
Gorge, Portland Spirit Cruise, Newport, Bandon State Natural Area, Redwood 
National Park, Eureka, Avenue of the Giants, San Francisco.

SAVE THE DATE! Eufaula Spring Pilgrimage, April 10-12
Experience Southern hospitality at its finest when you visit Eufaula, Alabama 
during its 50th Annual Pilgrimage on April 10-12. Something for everyone can 
be found in Eufaula during the spring tour of homes. An open-air art exhibit, 
gardens, afternoon teas, candlelight tours, musical entertainment and more 
complement the Pilgrimage experience. Watch Tidings for more info!

For more info on any Senior Adult event, please contact Amy Lewis at 
879-1737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.
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MISSION & OUTREACH
PANAMA 2015 - INFO MEETING, February 22
If you are interested in joining a mission team of Trinity members 
to travel to Panama this summer, please join us for the first infor-
mational meeting. It will be held on Sunday, February 22 at 10 
AM (during the Sunday school hour) in the Small Dining Room. 
Questions? Please contact Julie Adams at 879-1737.

Questions about Trinity’s mission and outreach efforts? 
Contact Rev. Nathan Carden at 879-1737 or email 
ncarden@trinitybirmingham.com.

Weekly Radio Broadcast 
Sponsorships Available

Remember or honor a loved one by 
sponsoring the radio broadcast 

of the 8:45 AM service that airs each 
Sunday from 9-10 AM 

on WAPI 1070 AM. 

We need you... 
The radio broadcast depends on 
weekly sponsors in order to keep 

Trinity’s services on the air. 

For details and more information on 
radio sponsorship, contact Lisa Elliott 

at 879-1737 or email
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

Julie Adams recently joined Trinity’s staff as International 
Missions Coordinator. She has been a Trinity member since 
2007. She grew up in Gadsden, AL. Julie is the Founder and 
Director of The Overflow Foundation, a non-profit that en-
courages inner-city youth to flow beyond their limits. 

If you are interested in international missions, please contact 
Julie at 879-1737 or jadams@trinitybirmingham.com.

Trinity Announces 
New Mission Staff

Julie Adams
International 
Mission Coordinator 

July 13-16
VBS Save the Date!

• iPads Needed •
Are you looking for a place to donate your first 
or second generation iPad?  Look no further! 
The SonShine Ministry team is hoping to ac-
quire 2 or 3 iPads for our children and youth. 
We will put your technology to amazing use 
in this new ministry! Please contact Jeanne 
Baswell or Eleanor Christiansen at 879-1737.



 

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or)  
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult
    - $5.00 Salad Bar option

menu february 4
ADULTS:  Taco pie casserole, toppings, 
chips and cheese dip, cookie  
KIDS: Soft taco, chips, fruit, cookie, milk

menu february 11
ADULTS:  Chicken fingers, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, roll, cookie  
KIDS: Chicken fingers, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, roll, cookie, milk

Dinner WILL NOT be served on 
February 18 - ASH Wednesday.

Please let us know you are coming! 
Make a reservation online at 
www.trinitybirmingham.com

food & fellowship

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall

student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

PANAMA INTERNATIONAL MISSION TRIP – Trip sign up deadline is this 
Wednesday, February 4. If you or your student are planning on going with Ele-
ment to Panama June 20 – 27, we HAVE to know this week. We need to lock-in 
our plane tickets and confirm that we will have a team. Please send me an email 
confirming that your student is going. If you missed the informational meeting 
and would like to learn more about the trip, please let me know, and I can email 
you some information. Please help us stick to this deadline.

DEUCES SUNDAY NIGHT, 2/8 – This Sunday night, February 8, is Deuces from 
6-8 PM. It is going to be a very special night as we focus on a message that ev-
ery teenager needs to hear: “You are beautifully and wonderfully made.” Please 
encourage your teenager to attend this unique and special night. We will also be 
giving free “Hey Neighbor” t-shirts to all the students that attend.

ELEMENT CAFE, TUESDAY & THURSDAY FROM 3-5:30 PM. We will be sell-
ing Savages’ smiley face cookies during the month of February ($1.50). This 
is a wonderful alternative to going home and being bored. Come hang out with 
us, grab a snack, play some games and hang out with our staff and friends. All 
candy, chips and drinks are only 50 cents! Element Cafe is always a fun time. 
We hope your student will join us this week!

HOMEWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE AFTER PARTY, 2/7 – Element has been 
asked again to host an after party for the Homewood Middle School winter dance 
on February 7. The party will begin when the dance is over and end at 10 pm. We 
need some parental help for this night. If you are willing to volunteer, sign up on this 
event’s sign up genius www.SignUpGenius.com/go/30E0D45AAA92DA64-winter1/

As always, if there is anything that we can do better to reach your student, please 
let us know. Remember, we want to partner with you in helping your student grow 
in their relationship with Christ.

David Thompson
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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This is
YOUR

DISCOVERY WEEKEND 15

Discovery Weekend is
March 6-8

Register your student today!
www.elementdiscoveryweekend.com

• Early Bird Discount Available until Feb. 7 •

Questions? Contact David Thompson at
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com.

elementdiscoveryweekend.com
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DOLORES HYDOCK has been telling stories 
since she was five years old, when she won a 
prize in a local storytelling contest in her Penn-
sylvania hometown. She continues to tell stories, 
combining her love of language with wit and en-
ergy that bring sparkle to the stories she shares. 
One reviewer said, “She talks with her hands. And 
her elbows. And her shoulders. When she speaks, 
she’s literally irrepressible.”

Dolores has been a featured teller at the National 
Storytelling Festival in Jonesborough, TN and 
at other festivals, concerts, and special events 
through the United States. Her storytelling travels 
in 2015 will take her to Louisiana, Virginia, and 
Oregon, but Birmingham is home.

“Heartwarming tales of wit and intelligence...”
– Mary Colurso, Birmingham News

•
For more, please visit: www.storypower.org

Finding the Sacred in 
Everyday Life

Dolores Hydock
with Storyteller

T R I N I T Y ’ S  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  W O M E N  P R E S E N T S

Saturday, February 7
9 am - 1 pm

Treat yourself to a faith-lift  at a 
Saturday morning spiritual spa. 

Take a break from the noise and worries of the world

and find the sacred in everyday life with stories that will 

uplift your smile muscles, 

massage your soul, 

exercise your emotions, 

stretch your imagination, 

and strengthen your spiritual core. 

Tickets are $22 
includes box lunch 

REGISTER ONLINE 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/

umw-presents-a-spiritual-spa-morning/

Tickets are also available in the church office. 879-1737

NURSERY RESERVATIONS, please email
Barry Smith at bsmith@trinitybirmingham.com. Proceeds support missions for women and children.

A Spiritual Spa Morning

Find us on Facebook • Trinity United Methodist Church, Homewood 

Follow us on Twitter • @TrinityBHM



As of January 31, 2015
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:             MONTH   
Month to Date Revenue                               $335,901
Monthly Needs to Date                                $309,752
Balance/Shortage                                          $26,149

Capital Debt Retirement / month               $8,606
Capital Debt Retirement / to date              $8,606

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Joseph and Elizabeth (Liz) Bolen on the 
birth of their daughter, Rebecca Claire Bolen, 
on January 26. Proud grandparents are Joe 
and Lynell Bolen.
• to William and Chelsae Miller on the birth 
of their daughter, Marcella Ann Miller, on 
January 28. Proud grandparents are Steve and 
Cynthia Bearce.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
ST. VINCENT’S:                      Marilyn Varns

PRINCETON:                          Peggy Lowery

ASPIRE PHYSICAL RECOVERY:                                   
                                                Kathie Mahaffey

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - February 8 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various

10:00 AM Membership 101 - LP

11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL

4:00 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Cross & Flame Choir - MS
6:00 PM Element - Haven

6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various

8:00 PM Men’s Pickup Basketball - GYM

Monday - February 9
6:30 AM Trinity Men - SDR

5:30 PM Finance Meeting - SDR
6:15 PM Admin. Board Dinner - FHALL
7:00 PM Admin. Board Mtg. - WHALL

Tuesday - February 10
6:30 AM Element Prayer B’fast - Haven

8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various

8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS

11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR

3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM

6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT

6:30 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR

Wednesday - February 11
4:30 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL

5:00 PM Kids Bells & Chimes - Rm. 225
5:30 PM Music in Motion - various
6:00 PM Children’s Choirs - various

6:00 PM Adult Studies - various

7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS

Thursday - February 12
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
9:15 AM Adult Studies - various
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM

5:00 PM Investment Comm. Mtg - CONF
Friday - February 13
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL

PLEASE NOTE:  Tidings publishes each week on 
Tuesday (except for the week of Christmas). The 
deadline for submitting information to be included is 
on Thursday, the week prior to the publish date. Please 
submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the 
printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed 
and mailed on Tuesday afternoon. Should you not 
receive your copy in a timely manner, please contact 
your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings 
is available each week on Tuesday at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings
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COVENANT 
[ In-Depth Bible Study ]

Session 3 Begins February 10

Covenant is an in-depth group Bible study in which 
people read and discuss the Bible together, learning 

how to love God – and each other – better.

Jane Smith will lead this 8 week study on Sunday eve-
ning, 6 PM in Room 324. The group will begin on 2/10.

Sign up today by contacting Carrie Thayer at 879-1737 
or cthayer@trinitybirmingham.com.

“As my first in-depth bible study, Covenant has put me at ease and 
inspired me to continue the series. I believe anyone would love this 

study, whether testing out the waters or a seasoned disciple. The 
readings are very manageable and I especially enjoy the natural 
discussions in our group, because we work together to develop 
new points of view.” – Heather VacLav, Covenant study participant



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

This Sunday, February 8
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

This class is strongly suggested for visitors who are considering 
membership at Trinity. During this hour, prospective members and 
those interested will review the membership covenant one makes 

when joining the Trinity Family. Ask a Greeter to direct you!

Tom and Wynne Speir
412 Woodland Drive, Homewood 35209
The Speir family joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Tom works in 
Finance for Regions Bank and Wynne works at 
Children’s Hospital. They have two children, 
Everett (2) and Thomas (1).

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Daniel and Candice Dye
515 Bristol Lane, Homewood 35226
The Dye family joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. Daniel and 
Candice are both physicians at UAB. They have 
two children, Annabelle (3) and Caroline (1).

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug 

in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. 
Log on to:  bit.ly/1AHGA3h 


