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You are invited
A SERVICE OF

lessons & carols
THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
8:45 & 11:00 AM | Sanctuary
A Service of Lessons and Carols is Trinity’s annual service of music and
scripture for the Christmas season.
It is presented by the Trinity Orchestra, Sanctuary Choir, Cross & Flame Youth Choir,
William A. Gardner Handbell Choir and other Trinity vocal ensembles.
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Christmas Eve services
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24
CHILDREN’S SERVICES
4:00 & 5:00 PM | Wesley Hall
These services are designed for families with young children.
The children are encouraged to dress as Mary, Joseph, shepherds, angels or
manger animals, and become a part of the Nativity story.
Costumes available.
•

PERSONAL COMMUNION
4:00 - 6:00 PM | Sanctuary
Come and go at any time during these two hours for an
intimate time of family or individual worship and communion.
•

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION
7:00 & 11:00 PM | Sanctuary
Trinity’s traditional services of Christmas with music, word,
candlelight and communion. With special music by the Sanctuary Choir,
Cross & Flame Youth Choir, Trinity String Quartet and Organ.
Nursery Not Available On Christmas Eve.

ADVENT
HOLY COMMUNION
Communion will be offered each Sunday in
Advent. It will be served at
9:45 AM and 12 Noon in the Sanctuary
following the traditional worship services.

A PERSONAL WORD
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2012
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary
The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast via
15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays
on WAPI-1070 AM.

A SERVICE OF LESSONS & CAROLS
SERMON
Dr. Andrew Wolfe
“Christmas From the Back Side” Series
•
MUSIC
8:45 & 11:00 AM
Trinity Orchestra, Sanctuary Choir,
William A. Gardner Handbell Choir,
Cross & Flame Youth Choir & Youth Handbells,
Trinity Singers, Seeds of Faith
•
MINISTER ON CALL
Bobby Scales, 746-4547

WESLEY HALL • 11:15 AM
Rev. Nathan Carden
Advent: What Kind of Plant?

A LOOK AT DECEMBER 9

2,375 • Worship Attendance
Includes “A Night in Bethlehem”
865 • Sunday School Attendance

I hope you made it to Bethlehem on Sunday evening! We had great crowds of adults and
children that came to the Bethlehem marketplace for a very hands-on experience of what it
might have been like on that first Christmas – a crowded marketplace and a stable out back
where something was happening!
An adult servant-volunteer that was helping to man the bread store shared this story:
“At one point, a lady and two children came to visit our tent. Initially, I only noticed
that. Upon engaging the young girl in conversation, I realized that she was a special
child of God. When I shared with her that we had heard that a special baby had
been born, over in a stable nearby, she looked at me with the most wondrous,
beautiful eyes and said, almost in a whisper, “It was Jesus.” She was a reminder of
what Jesus taught us... Therefore, anyone who becomes as humble as this little
child is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven.- Matthew 18:4. AMEN!”
This is one of the multitude of ways Trinity is touching and shaping lives.
Whether we were there or not, all of us had a part to play in this and every ministry of our
church through our giving. At Trinity, we believe that giving is a deeply spiritual matter – it
grows our relationship to God. It is also a practical matter, it enables life changing ministry.
As we enter the final month of this year, our giving is even more critical. As always, December is a “catch up” month for us financially. Through the end of November we had collected
about 80% of our Budget (we are 92% through the fiscal year). This is not unusual at this
time of the year, but it means we count on a strong December to complete our budget. As it
stands now, it looks like we will need to receive $430,000(+) in order to be in the black by
year’s end. Looking at our outstanding commitments, this is a very reachable goal if these
commitments are honored.
If you have not made your commitment for ministry in 2013, let me also encourage you to
do that by going online or contacting the church finance office (879-1737). I cannot stress
how critical this is for us to be able to plan for ministry.
As we make our way through Advent toward the manger, may we be drawn
closer to the love of God.

information for guests & new members
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow people in
Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – Traditional services in the sanctuary,
offering same sermon and a variety of music.
•11:15 AM – CONTACT – a relaxed, informal, service in
Wesley Hall featuring praise music from the CONTACT
Band, children are encouraged to attend.
•10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 years and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.

Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in the large
parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet
the pastoral staff, ask questions and learn more about the
core values and mission of Trinity.
We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a
basic orientation prior to joining Trinity. It is offered on the
second Sunday of each month. Contact Rev. Drew
Holland at dholland@trinitybirmingham.com or call
879-1737 with any questions.

Andrew Wolfe – Senior Minister
Suzanne Pruitt – Minister of Christian Formation
Drew Holland – Minister of Evangelism, Young Adults
Nathan Carden – Minister of Outreach, Contact
David Thompson – Minister of Students
Bobby Scales – Minister of Pastoral Care & Visitation
•Church Office: 205-879-1737
•Fax: 868-9714
•Care Line: 868-9709
•Child Development Center: 879-1749

Advent Series • Dr. Andy Wolfe • Traditional Worship, Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM

Christmas from the

Back Side
The Christmas story has become all too familiar.
We think we know it inside out. There is nothing there that surprises us, shocks us,
challenges us – which is a far cry from the original implications of this story. The very
idea that the “word would become flesh” was shocking to those who first heard it.
To really hear this story, author Ellsworth Kallas has suggested that we enter Christmas
from the ‘“back side.” Seen through the eyes of some minor, unsympathetic characters,
or from a different overlooked detail – the Christmas Story reveals that there is more
than we usually imagine. We may not know what we think we know when it comes to
Christmas until we have seen it from the back side.
Join us for the Advent season, as we look at Christmas from the Back Side.

Small Group Studies 2013
Want a Sneak Peak?

Mark your calendar... the small group course offerings for
Winter/Spring 2013 will be available after December 21.
Log on to www.trinitybirmingham after December 21
to view the course offerings. You may register at that time online
or wait until the course description/registration form is mailed in
Tidings on January 8, 2013.
Registration tables will be available in the East and Main
Narthexes on Sunday, January 13 and 20.
Questions? Contact Suzanne Pruitt at 879-1737 or email
spruitt@trinitybirmingham.com.

OUR MISSION:
Glorify God as we
Gather people to Christ,
Grow people in Christ and
Go to serve Christ in the world.
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ATTENTION
TRINITY MEN!
•••••••
Study of Luke
All men are invited to
participate in the
Monday morning Bible
study of Luke,
beginning this month.
Come join us at 6:30 AM
every Monday morning in
the small dining room.
For questions, contact
Brad Hilsmier at
bhilsmier@southernco.com.

New Pictorial Directory
Photo Sessions
Begin January 15
•••
Trinity will publish a new church
pictorial directory in 2013.
Photography sessions with Life Touch
(formerly Olan Mills) will begin on
January 15.
Appointments can be made online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com.
Appointments can also be made on
Sunday mornings at Trinity beginning
December 16. Watch Tidings for more
information. Questions? Please email
directory@trinitybirmingham.com.

For the Saint Junia

NEW CHURCH UPDATE
from Dave Barnhart
log on to
http://saintjunia.onthecity.org
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mission & outreach
CHRISTMAS GIFT OF JOY OFFERING
This special offering goes to support the church’s mission and
outreach efforts. This includes support for local and international
mission projects such as: Firehouse Shelter, Birmingham Hospitality Network, Church of the Reconciler, Volunteers In Mission,
and Urban Ministry. Offerings can be made during the Advent
season using the special envelopes.
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY, DECEMBER 15 WORK DAY
Habitat for Humanity has begun ADVENT BUILDS! These houses
are started at the first of the Advent season then are completed
and dedicated close to Christmas Day, which means the homeowners start 2013 in a new, affordable home! Remember, these
homes are built mostly by volunteer labor using building materials purchased at a discount, all helping to keep the carefully
selected homeowner’s cost lower and more affordable! They are,
none the less, terrific houses which turn into warm, laughter-filled
homes! If you would like to be a part of this early Christmas giftgiving experience by serving as a volunteer, we’ll be working on a
home DECEMBER 15. Call or email Laura McCain for directions
and/or information, 870-4550 / lamccain@bellsouth.net
Have a question about Trinity’s Mission & Outreach?
Please contact Rev. Nathan Carden at 879-1737 or
email ncarden@trinitybirmingham.com.

GIFT WRAP VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED

Gift Wrap for the Homeless! The Birmingham Hospitality Network
(BHN) gift wrap booth will open the Friday after Thanksgiving in the
Brookwood Mall food court. It will be open during regular mall hours.

WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP ON:
Saturday, December 15 (all shifts)
A talent for gift wrapping is not required to volunteer
because we need folks to work the front desk and
take money, too. This is a family-friendly opportunity and a great way to give back and experience
the true meaning of Christmas during the holiday
season. Please contact Greta Hogg at 936-2095 or
email gjhogg@bellsouth.net

Dentists & Young Adults Needed for
Panama Mission From June 8-16, 2013, Trinity will send
a team of young adults (20’s and 30’s) to Panama for mission
work. The work will include a dental ministry, construction, and
Bible study for children. We are also in need of a dentist (any
age) to join us on our trip. For questions and more information,
please contact Martha Furio at jmrfurio@charter.net.

Christmas gift of joy
ADVENT 2012
Did you know that in the United States, the average local church spends only
.03% of its annual budget in ministry beyond the walls of the local church?
Did you know that last year, Trinity spent 17% of her total expenditures in
ministry beyond the walls of our local church – and all of our Christmas Gift of
Joy offerings! For the last several years, our average Advent offering has raised
almost $40,000!

The Christmas Gift of Joy
supports these and other
local ministries:

Your commitment to join in God’s work to bring the Kingdom of God to earth
is made clear through your generosity – especially toward those ministries
that seek to help the poor. We can celebrate and give thanks for the ways God
is using us to help change the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ!

• Birmingham Hospitality Network

While these numbers and percentages are important, behind them are the
faces of people who have stories to tell; stories of how they found food and
water, education and training, housing, clothing, comfort in loss, and most
of all hope. And while we are engaged in Outreach ministries in places like
Zambia, Bolivia, Panama and Latvia, we share over 85% of our support here in
Birmingham in ministry with the poor. Take a moment to read through some
of the ministries listed here that your giving goes to support – they may just
benefit someone you know.

• United Methodist Children’s Home

The Christmas sales started months ago and many of us are already weary of
the marketing and advertising at every turn. As Christians, we all know that
this season is about celebrating the incomprehensible gift of God becoming
a human being. If we follow the example of Jesus’ own gift giving, this season
will be a time to give not only to our loved ones, but to the “least of these”
(Matthew 25:45). To give so generously to strangers in need, in the name of
Jesus, is a radical, powerful and joyful alternative.

• SIFAT (Servants in Faith and Technology)

This Advent season, I invite you to pray as individuals and families about how
you might give to this special offering. Even amidst the ringing of cash registers
and the explosion of commercials, in a posture of prayer, I believe we could
hear the voice of God centering our focus upon giving gifts that could change
a life forever.

• Church of the Reconciler
• Babies First

• United Methodist Center for Seniors
• Urban Ministry

• Wesley Foundations
• Community Furniture Bank
• International Missionaries and Mission Work
• Promise Homes
• UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief)

• Greater Birmingham Ministries
• Kairos Prison Ministry
• United Counseling Center
• Camp Sumatanga

“If you love only those who love you, what reward
do you have?” – Matthew 5:46

In Grace and Peace,
Rev. Nathan Carden

PARKING NOTICE: Please do not block the dumpsters or areas that are marked as NO Parking

zones. Also, please note that the small parking lot is reserved for Handicapped, elderly and families with
small children on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings. Thank you.
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Trinity Prayer Garden and Columbarium
Revised Rendering

Cookbooks make great gifts!
temptationscookbook.com
Construction on the Prayer Garden and Columbarium has begun. It is located in the empty space between the East Narthex and Wesley Hall. Niches in the Columbarium are available for current and former members of Trinity and their families. We believe this service enhances our spiritual lives, provides
a sacred place for meditation and remembrance, in addition to providing an interment option that is
holy, respectful and economical. The Prayer Garden and Columbarium is a completely self-funding
project through the sale of Columbarium niches, memorials and contributions by interested persons.
Gift Possibilities There will be several special features in the garden which are gift possibilities for honorariums or memorials. Among these are the fountain, two hand carved scripture
tablets, and the prayer labyrinth. For more information about these gifts or more information about
purchasing a Columbarium niche, contact Ann Neptune, Business Administrator at 879-1737 or email
her at aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.
memorial Panel As a part of the design for the Prayer Garden and Columbarium, a
Memorial Panel will be included. This will provide a place to honor and remember those faithful
deceased members and loved ones who have served this church, but who are interred elsewhere.
The Memorial Panel will be located inside the columbarium. The material will be limestone with the
names etched into the stone. The cost is $500 per name. If you are interested in placing a name on
the panel, please contact the church office for an application.

A new recipe from the book is added
every Monday and Thursday
morning. Check it out!
This unique cookbook is a project of
the Asbury Sunday School Class
and is a labor of love. Proceeds are
used to fund projects and missions.
The cookbook is $25 if ordered
online, and $20 if purchased
through the church office.

Called to Pray
The Mouat Chapel is open for
prayer weekdays from
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM.

Tuesday Night YOUNG ADULT Opportunities!
- YOUNG ADULTS, MARRIED, 20’S & 30’S • Tuesday night small group for young couples

without children. Meet at various homes on a rotating basis. Begins at 6:45 PM. Contact Drew
Holland at dholland@trinitybirmingham.com for more info.
- YOUNG ADULTS, SINGLE & MARRIED, 30’S • Tuesday night small group for young adults
in their 30s (single and married). Meet in Trinity’s small dining room (first floor near the
fellowship hall) at 6:30 PM for a free meal, followed by study. Contact Eric Rogers at eric@
progressiveal.com for for info or nursery reservation.
- YOUNG PROFESSIONALS, 20’S • Tuesday night small group for those in their 20’s who are
out of college and not married. Meet at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott at 6:30 PM for a free
home cooked dinner. Studies/mission projects begin at 7:10 PM. Contact Lisa Elliott at
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com for more info.
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Prayer request forms can be found
on the last pew.
Please enter silently, pray quietly
and stay as long as you like.
If you would like
more information on our
Prayer Ministry, contact Lisa Elliott
at 879-1737 or email
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

in the hospital

highlighted events this week
Third Sunday of Advent - December 16
8:45 AM
Traditional Worship - SANC
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:15 AM CONTACT Worship - WHALL
5:00 PM
Confirmation - various
6:00 PM
Element
Monday - December 17
6:30 AM
Men’s Bible Study B’fast - SDR
8:30 AM
Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
Tuesday - December 18
6:30 AM
Youth Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM
Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:00 AM
Sr. Exercise Class - GYM
8:30 AM
Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
10:00 AM Mama & Me - Nursery
11:00 AM Soup & Salad - FHALL
3:30 PM
Element Cafe - Haven
6:30 PM
Young Adults 30’s - SDR

CFT
FSR
CONF
SANC
FHALL

Craft Room–143
Fireside Room–145
Conference Room–220
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

LIB
NAT
LP
SP
HAVEN

Wednesday - December 19
8:00 AM
Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:30 AM
Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
9:00 AM
Yoga - Rm. 315
4:45 PM
NO Wednesday Supper
6:00 PM
Adult Studies - various
6:45 PM
Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - December 20
8:00 AM
Senior Adult Activities - Various
8:30 AM
Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer
3:30 PM
Element Cafe - Haven
Friday - December 21
8:30 AM
Mouat Chapel Open for Prayer

Library–218
Not at Trinity
Large Parlor
Small Parlor–105
Youth Auditorium

ST. VINCENT’S:
UAB:

Fox Hardwick Miller
Terry Ware

in memoriam
Eleanor Bryla 		

December 4

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to the family and friends of Eleanor Bryla who
died on December 4.
• to Betty Johnson on the death of her son-in-law
and to Jim and Serene Johnson on the death of
their brother-in-law, David Fitzgerald, who died on
December 4.

congratulations

CHAPEL
MS
WHALL
SDR
FLC

Mouat Chapel
Music Suite–132
Wesley Hall
Small Dining Room
Family Life Center

take note

Nursery Volunteers December 16
Laura & John Fleming, Suzanne Mills, Vaughan Holland,
Lindsay Booker, Jeff Rabren, Laura Eanes, Rachel Holt

•••
Nursery volunteers are needed each Sunday.
To volunteer, please contact Barry Smith at 879-1737 or
email nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.

• to Greg and Cricket Miller on the birth of their
son, Fox Hardwick Miller, on December 5. Big sister is
Radney Miller.
• to Kevin and Stephanie Lynch on the birth of
their son, Case Tyler Lynch, on December 5. Big sister
is Ashton Lynch and big brother is Brooks Lynch.
• to John and Laura Fleming on the baptism of
their son, Luke Harrison Fleming, on December 9.
• to Bryan and Denise Hancock on the baptism of
their daughter, Harper Ann Hancock, on December 9.

FINANCE SUMMARY
through November 30, 2012
2012 Budget:		
$3,087,326
Total Collections: (80%)
$2,470,322
PLEDGED GIVING
BUDGETED:

COLLECTED:

REMAINING:

$2,665,246

$2,118,746 (79.5%)

$546,500

NON-PLEDGED GIVING

Registration for PDO & TCDC 2013-2014
Note important dates:
•12/5 (TCDC only) Registration for curent enrolled students
returning to same program
•12/12 Registration for currently enrolled students and siblings
•1/9 Registration for Trinity members
•1/23 Registration for the community
Questions about PDO, contact Barry Smith at 879-1737.
Questions about TCDC, contact Kim Wood at 879-1749.

BUDGETED:

COLLECTED:

REMAINING:

$ 393,797

$325,124 (82.6%)

$68,673

As the numbers above indicate, the Finance Committee reminds everyone of the importance of our giving
in December. If you have any questions about your
giving, please contact Ann Neptune in the Finance
Office (879-1737).
If you have not returned your commitment for ministry in 2013, you may do so by either contacting Ann
Neptune in the Finance Office at 879-1737,
aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com or online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com/resources/pledging/ 7
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SUNDAYS at Trinity: Worship 8:45, 11:00 & 11:15 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood • Our Mission: To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209 • 205.879.1737 • Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Steven and Anne Corhern

5306 7th Avenue. S., Birmingham, AL 35212
The Corherns joined Trinity by transfer from another
United Methodist Church. Steven works as a lawyer and
they have a daughter, Rebecca, who is one year old.

Charlie and Angie Hartman

1723 Wellington Road, Homewood, AL 35209
The Hartmans joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. Charlie is a lawyer and Angie
is a physical therapist.

Interested in Membership?
Join us the first Sunday of every month in the large parlor for “Coffee with
the Pastor.” This is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions and
learn more about the core values and mission of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each month. Contact Drew
Holland at 879-1737 or email dholland@trinitybirmingham.com with
any questions.

“For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” – Luke 2:11

