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8:45 & 11:00 AM  |  Traditional & Contact Worship
Parents expecting a baby know that one of their first responsibilities is to give their child a 
name. The child receives this life-long identifying title without their consent. Their name 
is a gift to them, given to them by ones who love them. Parents carefully mull over the 
question - should the baby be named for a saint or for a beloved relative or friend? Wher-
ever the name comes from, we know that names are important because they have power.
                                                                                                    SEE PAGE 3 FOR MORE...

a service of
lessons and carols

8:45 & 11:00 AM  |  Sanctuary

A Service of Lessons and Carols 
is Trinity’s annual service 

of music and scripture 
for the Christmas season. 

It is presented by the 
Trinity Orchestra, 
Sanctuary Choir, 

Cross & Flame Youth Choir, 
William A. Gardner 

Handbell Choir 
and other vocal ensembles.

SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 21



This is one of the few times of the year when I really buy into the notion that we are in a 
culture war.  It’s not so much that I worry Christmas can be taken away from us as Christians, 
which seems to be the concern these days. My fear is that we will give it away, trading it in at 
the ideological pawn shop for the much more impressive holiday America usually celebrates 
in November and December, and occasionally July.

Christmas actually is meant to begin on December 25 and last for 12 days, leading up to our 
celebration of Epiphany on January 6, which marks the arrival of the wise men from the east, 
bearing gifts for the Christ child. Most of us grew up, however, with a Christmas that starts the 
day after Thanksgiving and ends with a thud sometime Christmas afternoon.

For weeks, we drag trees into our living rooms, we hang socks from our fireplaces, and we 
hide things in shiny paper-wrapped boxes to give to folks we like. But then, after the presents 
are opened on December 25, the tree is thrown out on the curb to be tossed in a landfill or at 
best mulched into landscaping material, the socks are put back in the attic, and the presents 
begin a meteoric rise and fall journey of importance in our lives.  

Without Advent, Christmas can too easily turn into gift exchange, where we walk through the 
motions with our holiday parties and nonstop cheer only to find the season thrown to the curb 
the day it is meant to begin.

Advent, contrary to what the supermarkets and the malls are selling, is a season of preparation.  
A season of waiting, which is something none of us do very well.  

It is meant to teach us that only those who are earnestly seeking God will be invited to the 
manger. Only the handful of us willing to accept God’s distressing disguises and frustratingly 
new ways of doing things will hear the song of the angels. Only those of us willing to drop 
what we are doing at any sign of God will stand among the shepherds and wise travelers from 
the East.

These days before Christmas are meant to remind us that waiting and uncertainty are a part 
of life. I counsel more folks about uncertainty than just about anything else. And for most of 
them, their problem is not so much that they are uncertain, it’s that they think being uncertain 
means something is wrong with them.

We light those tiny little candles on the Advent wreath because the gospels tell us that the 
darkness tried to overcome the light, but could not do it.  It does not say that the darkness 
disappeared altogether, or that the light that came was a five billion watt halogen spotlight.

The work of Advent, then, is to wait. To watch. To wonder. It’s work that not many of us are 
good at, but that is exactly why we need this season of preparation. My prayer for you, for me, 
and our entire church family is that we would use this time to make room in our lives for the 
One God has sent to us.

Blessings on your Advent (and your Christmas!),

PERSONAL WORD

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

DECEMBER 7 - ATTENDANCE
 1,545 • Total Worship Attendance
 986 • Traditional   |   559 • Contact

884 • Sunday School Attendance

SERMON 
Brian Erickson

SERIES: What Do We Name The Baby? 

“Prince of Peace”

 •
MUSIC

8:45 AM
Men’s Chorus

11:00 AM
Sanctuary Choir

• 
MINISTER ON CALL

Andrew Wolfe,  871-1309

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2014

8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden
SERIES: What Do We Name The Baby?
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WEEK 1   |   NOVEMBER 30    jesus

WEEK 2   |   DECEMBER 7   emmanuel

WEEK 3   |   DECEMBER 14   prince of peace

WEEK 4   |   DECEMBER 21  the son of god

CHRISTMAS EVE   |   the word made flesh

CONTINUED...  When God assumes human 
flesh in Jesus, he isn’t just given one name. 
Jesus is also called Emmanuel, Messiah, The 
Word, and many others. The beauty of Jesus 
having many names reflects God’s knowledge 
of what and who we need God to be for us. 
This Advent, you may be looking for a Prince 
of Peace or perhaps you seek the guidance of 
a Teacher. Maybe at this time in your life you 
need God to be a Savior for you.

This Advent season we will look to how the 
names of Jesus express God’s desire to meet 
us where we are and give us what we need. 
Join us each Sunday as we look to a different 
title for the Son of God in our church wide 
sermon series.

what do we
name the baby?

HOLY COMMUNION is offered each 
Sunday in Advent.  It is served in the large

Sanctuary at 9:45 AM and 12:00 Noon
following the traditional worship services. 

All are invited to partake.

holy communion

CHRISTMAS GIFT OF JOY OFFERING  
This special offering goes to support our mission 
and outreach efforts. This includes support for 
local and international mission projects such as:  
Firehouse Shelter, Family Promise of Birming-
ham, Church of the Reconciler, and Urban Min-
istry. Offerings can be made during the Advent 
season using the special Gift of Joy envelopes 
found in the pews.

CHILDREN’S SERVICES
4:00 & 5:00 PM  |  Wesley Hall

These brief services are designed for families with 
young children. Children are encouraged to dress as 
Mary, Joseph, shepherds, angels or manger animals, 

and become a part of the Nativity story. 
Costumes available.

•
PERSONAL COMMUNION
4:00 - 6:00 PM  |  Sanctuary

Come and go at any time during these two hours 
for an intimate time of family or individual 

worship and communion.
•

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION
7:00 & 11:00 PM  |  Sanctuary

Trinity’s traditional services of Christmas with 
music, word, candlelight and communion.
With special music by the Sanctuary Choir, 

Cross & Flame Youth Choir, and Trinity Strings.

christmas eve services
DECEMBER 24

CHRISTMAS EVE  eve  SERVICE 

7:00 PM  |  Wesley Hall
On Tuesday evening, December 23, Contact will 

hold a special evening worship service,
A Red Mountain Christmas.

Sermon: What Do We Name The Baby?:
the word made flesh

contact worship
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23
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student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

SNeLf, 12/14 - This Sunday night is our LAST Sunday night of 2014 and we want to 
make sure it is the best! SNeLf will be from 6-8 PM. Students need to bring $3 for dinner.
This is one of our most special nights of the year and we hope that students will make 
this time a priority as they prepare for finals and most importantly the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus. All “alumni” of Element have been invited back to celebrate the Christmas 
season with us! A powerful message will be delivered by David Thompson who is coming 
back from sabbatical for this night only! 

DUGOUT MINISTRY - In an effort to better connect all generations here at Trinity, we are 
assigning students to adults through baseball-type cards with pictures of your students on 
there, along with some general information such as name, age, and grade. If your student 
is interested, please bring your student by the church sometime to get their picture taken! 
We are trying to get the pictures as soon as possible, and if you have any questions 
please let Tori know at ttenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com.

PENCILS, PAPER and PANCAKES, 12/17 - On Wednesday December 17 from 6-8 pm, 
we will be opening up our space to high school students only. We will be serving free un-
limited pancakes, coffee and hot chocolate. We will have four designated areas of study 
- “break” area, group study, quiet zone, and a silent zone. We will be providing more than 
20 college student tutors available for any students as well. We hope that this can be 
new opportunity to partner with students in helping ease their stress and provide a great 
opportunity to do their best on their exams! For more information as well as ways you can 
help volunteer during the night, please email me at rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com. 

ELEMENT CAFE - Element Cafe is on Tuesday and Thursday from 3-5:30 pm. This 
week starts Doughnut December at Element Cafe! We will be selling Krispy Kreme 
doughnuts for 50 cents throughout this month. This is a wonderful alternative to going 
home and being bored. Come hang out with us, grab a snack, plays some games and 
hang out with our staff and friends. All candy, chips and drinks are only 50 cents! Element 
Cafe is always a fun time had by all. We hope your student will join us this week!
 
SUMMER MISSION TRIPS:
• ARM Middle School Mission Trip! Our middle school mission trip registration is now 
open. This year’s trip will be July 19th-24th. Please note this will be a little different than 
years past. It is a Sunday through Friday trip and due to the extra day the cost of the trip 
has gone up a little. The total cost will be $235, and there will be a $100 deposit due by 
December 1st to reserve a spot. This trip is open to any middle school student and high 
school students are welcome to be leaders! To register go to 
http://elementstudentministry.com/arm/. If you have any questions please email David 
Hayes at dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com. 

• SOS High School Mission Trip! - ADDITIONAL SPOTS HAVE BEEN ADDED!! If your 
student has not registered for SOS, this is the time to do it. SOS is July 5-11, 2015. 
These spots will fill up quickly! To register for this life changing trip as well as to receive 
more information, go to www.elementstudentministry.com/sos.

We hope that everyone is having a great start to their Christmas season. Please know 
that we at Element are here for you!

Robert Sturdivant
rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com 5

Finding the Sacred in 
Everyday Life

A Spiritual Spa Morning with 
storyteller Dolores Hydock

Tickets Make Great Gifts!

Coming to Trinity in February...

Saturday, February 7, 2015
9 am - 1 pm

Treat yourself to a “faith-lift” at a 
Saturday morning spiritual spa! 

Take a break from the noise and wor-
ries of the world for just a few hours, 

as storyteller Dolores Hydock helps us 
find the sacred in everyday life with 

stories that will uplift your smile 
muscles, massage your soul, 

exercise your emotions, stretch your 
imagination, and strengthen your 

spiritual core. 

Tickets are $22 (includes box lunch) 
and are on sale now. Register online 
at: www.trinitybirmingham.com/umw-

presents-a-spiritual-spa-morning/

Proceeds will benefit missions.



PACESETTERS
DECEMBER 11 - ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA
The annual Senior Adult Christmas Tea will be held in the 
Fellowship Hall from 1:30 - 4:00 PM on December 11. All 
senior adults are invited to come and enjoy wonderful food, 
fellowship, music and a special video featuring our older 
adults at Trinity.  

For more info on any Senior Adult event, please contact Amy 
Lewis at 879-1737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

MISSION & OUTREACH
GIFTWRAP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
SATURDAYS, December 13 & 20
The Family Promise of Birmingham (formerly BHN) Gift 
Wrapping Booth is now open in Brookwood Mall. A talent 
for wrapping is not required! This is a family-friendly oppor-
tunity and a great way to give back and experience the true 
meaning of Christmas. You may also support the cause by 
having your gifts wrapped at the booth if shopping at Brook-
wood Mall. Trinity is in charge of wrapping gifts on Saturday, 
December 13 & 20. 3-hour shifts are available on these dates. 
For specific shift times and for more volunteer details, contact 
Jamie Fitzwater at 205-441-4062.

CHRISTMAS GIFT OF JOY OFFERING  
This special offering goes to support our mission and outreach 
efforts. This includes support for local and international mis-
sion projects such as:  Firehouse Shelter, Family Promise of 
Birmingham, Church of the Reconciler, and Urban Ministry. 
Offerings can be made during the Advent season using the 
special Gift of Joy envelopes found in the pews.

2015 Stewardship Progress

Stewardship Report:  (as of 12/8/14)
    2015       2014 Comparison
Commitments Received: 661         576 
Total Committed:  $3,065,391   $2,736,408
Avg. Amount Committed: $4,638      $4,751
2015 Pledge Goal:   $3,295,000

We have had a remarkable year in terms of the growth and 
vitality of our ministries. This is made possible by your faith-
ful giving. Thank you.  

Through last Sunday, we have received $2,914,103 towards 
our budget of $3,430,685. This means we have received 85% 
of our budget while we are 95% through our fiscal year. 
December is typically a strong month. This year, we now need 
to receive $516,582 to reach our 2014 Budget.

You should have received a statement of your giving through 
November in the mail last week. Please take a moment to 
review your statement. Our giving over the next three weeks 
is critical!   

2014 Budget: Received through 12/8/14:      Needed:
$3,430,685 $2,914,103       $516,582

FINANCE REPORT

How do I return an 
Estimate of Giving?
If you have not had the opportunity to return your 2015 Estimate 
of Giving card, you may mail or deliver it to the church office or 
drop it in the offering plate on Sundays. You may also submit it 
privately online: trinitybirmingham.com/resources/pledging/

Questions about your pledge? Contact Ann Neptune in the 
Finance Office, call 879-1737 or email 
aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.
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Don’t forget your 
name tag...

on Sunday mornings or anytime you are 

attending or representing Trinity! This is 

a great way to provide hospitality to our 

guests, and to help us get to know one 

another better. If you don’t have a name 

tag, contact Marie Pasco at 

879-1737.



IN MEMORIAM
We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Rev. Suzanne Pruitt on the death of her 
brother, Steve Harris, on December 3.

As of December 7, 2014
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:             MONTH   
Month to Date Revenue                               $135,252
Monthly Needs to Date                          $66,708
Balance/Shortage                                          $68,544

Capital Debt Retirement / month             $13,370
Capital Debt Retirement / to date           $108,585

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Michael and Jennifer Mummert on the 
baptism of their son, William Paul Mummert, on 
December 7.
• to Clif and Meredith Daniel on the baptism 
of their daughter, Anne Meredith Daniel, on 
December 7.                   
• to Bobby and Cissy LeMoine on the baptism 
of their daughter, Darby Katharine LeMoine, on 
December 7.
• to Hal and Amanda Cobb on the baptism of 
their son, Henry Thetford Cobb, on December 7.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
BROOKWOOD:                        Milton Watts
 

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK

PLEASE NOTE:  Tidings publishes each week on 
Tuesday (except for the week of Christmas). The 
deadline for submitting information to be included is 
on Thursday, the week prior to the publish date. Please 
submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the 
printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed 
and mailed on Tuesday afternoon. Should you not 
receive your copy in a timely manner, please contact 
your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings 
is available each week on Tuesday at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings
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Sunday - December 14 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Membership 101 - LP
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
4:00 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS
5:00 PM Confirmation - various
6:00 PM Element/Youth - HAVEN
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
8:00 PM Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - December 15
6:30 AM Men’s Ministry Group - SDR
Tuesday - December 16
6:30 AM Element Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
10:00 AM Mama & Me - Nursery
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR

3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
Wednesday - December 17
4:30 PM NO Wednesday Supper
6:00 PM Preschool Choir Program - SANC
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:00 PM Men’s Bible Studies - various
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir practice - MS
7:15 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
Thursday - December 18
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
Friday - December 19
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL

Nursery Volunteers - December 14
Heather Alexander, Elizabeth Croom, Meredith Moorer, Marie Pasco

Nursery Volunteers - December 21
Laura Fleming, Erin Gregg, Margaret Anne Schilder, Merrick Wilson

To volunteer, please contact Barry Smith at 879-1737,
email nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.

REMEMBER OR HONOR A LOVED ONE
Would you like to remember or honor a loved one? You may donate $50 to 
Trinity’s Altar Flower Fund and have this gift acknowledged in the Sunday 
church bulletin on ANY Sunday selected by the giver. Donations will be 
used to purchase flowers throughout the year. The beautiful altar flower ar-
rangements will be a blessing to those who worship at Trinity. 

You may also sponsor the weekly radio broadcast of the 8:45 AM service 
that airs Sundays at 9 AM on WAPI 1070. 

For more information on altar flowers or radio sponsorship, contact Lisa 
Elliott in the church office at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com or 879-1737.
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SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Sunday, December 14
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

This class is strongly suggested for visitors who are considering 
membership at Trinity. During this hour, prospective members and 
those interested will review the membership covenant one makes 

when joining the Trinity Family. Ask a Greeter to direct you!

Interested in joining Trinity? Join us...

LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE. 
Weekly sermons from both Traditional and 
Contact worship services are available at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/worship/sermons/

Will Temple
Hidden Creek Circle, Pelham, AL 35214
Will joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. He is a physical 
therapist for AL Bone and Joint.

Odessa Usher
(not pictured)
2004 Patton Creek Drive, Hoover, AL 35226
Odessa joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. She is retired.

Susan Wiedeman
31 Portobello Road, Birmingham, AL 35242
Susan joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. She is a CPA for 
SW Consulting.

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug in 
to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. Log on to 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0844aaad238-topten   

If you have questions about ways to use your gifts in service, 
contact Laura Eanes at leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.


