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children’s
choir programs
All are invited to attend the annual holiday
music programs presented by Trinity’s
elementary-aged choirs, handbells
and preschool choirs.

•

DECEMBER 7
SERIES: WHAT DO WE NAME THE BABY?
8:45 & 11:00 AM | Traditional & Contact Worship
Parents expecting a baby know that one of their first responsibilities is to give
their child a name. The child receives this life-long identifying title without
their consent. Their name is a gift to them, given to them by ones who love
them. Parents carefully mull over the question - should the baby be named for
a saint or for a beloved relative or friend? Wherever the name comes from, we
know that names are important because they have power.
SEE PAGE 3 FOR MORE...
Sixty-three youth and adults were blessed by our amazing
Confirmation Retreat to Lake Junaluska
two weeks ago.

4:00 PM | Sanctuary
1st-5th Grade Choirs & Handbells

bethlehem night
•

DECEMBER 10
6:00 PM | Sanctuary
3K - 5K Preschool Choirs

PERSONAL WORD
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2014
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary
The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays
on WAPI-1070 AM.

SERMON
Brian Erickson
SERIES: What Do We Name The Baby?
“Emmanuel”

•
MUSIC
8:45 AM - Praise Alliance
11:00 AM - Sanctuary Choir

•
MINISTER ON CALL
Nathan Carden, 863-0765

When I was growing up, these days leading up to Christmas were primarily used to compose
my highly detailed letter to Santa Claus. I say “highly detailed,” a more accurate phrase
might be “obsessive compulsive.” My letter to Santa never said anything simple like “I want
a bike.” I knew Santa Claus to be a busy man, and so out of respect for the demands on his
time, and my concerns about the possibility of North Pole error, I took the guesswork out of
the process.
“Dear Santa: Hope you and the family have had a good year. I want a 16” Schwinn BMX
Python, similar to the one pictured on page 297 of this year’s Sears catalog. I would like it
in nighthawk pearl, but I will also accept sunset maroon. I am enclosing a copy of page 297
in case you did not receive the current catalog. My parents say it is too expensive to mail
you the entire thing. Please call if you have any further questions. Yours truly, Brian Erickson, 2217 Hawksbury Lane, Birmingham, Alabama, the United States of America, planet
Earth.”
I had a pretty good idea of what I wanted. And most of the time Santa got it right, or at least
he delivered what I had asked for. But a funny thing would always happen sometime on
Christmas afternoon. After all the presents had been unwrapped, after all the stockings had
been emptied and the Christmas turkey eaten, there was sort of a letdown. I was certainly
grateful that my wish had been granted, but I came to realize that there is a big difference
between what you think you want and what will satisfy you.
Two thousand years ago, about this time of year, in the tiny village of Bethlehem, no one had
a copy of the Sears catalog, but they were pretty sure what they wanted. After generations of
oppression, they were ready for God to do something. Prayer after prayer asked for God to
send along a leader – a bona fide king, someone powerful enough to end their suffering. The
prophets wrote of a righteous branch from the line of David, a wonderful counselor, a prince
of peace. They knew what they wanted.
Meanwhile, in a barn behind the local Motel 6, a teenager named Mary gives birth to a child.
God hears all their prayers, and this is the answer. A baby. Maybe you can understand why
people didn’t take very kindly to the child once he grew up – he looked nothing like the picture in the catalog. They knew what they wanted, but not what they needed. Not much has
changed in the last two millennia.

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden
SERIES: What Do We Name The Baby?
NOVEMBER 30 - ATTENDANCE
1,673 • Total Worship Attendance
601 • Traditional | 372 • Contact
700 • Hanging of the Green
583 • Sunday School Attendance

This season is not about preparing for Christmas, despite what the stores might say. It’s
about preparing for Christ. It’s about making space for Christ to be born anew in us. It’s
about finally asking for the only thing that will really satisfy us, something that can’t be
found in any catalog.
In these days before Christmas, as you hurriedly search for the perfect gifts for your loved
ones, I hope you and your family will also find your way into church. My guess is that,
while you might not find anything on your wish list, you’ll find exactly what you need.
Grace and peace,
Brian

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – CONTACT – a relaxed,
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music
from the CONTACT Band, children are encouraged to attend.

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions
and learn more about the core values and mission
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students
• Church Office: 879-1737 / Fax: 868-9714
• Care Line: 868-9709
• Child Development Center: 879-1749

what do we
name the baby?
CONTINUED... When God assumes human
flesh in Jesus, he isn’t just given one name.
Jesus is also called Emmanuel, Messiah, The
Word, and many others. The beauty of Jesus
having many names reflects God’s knowledge
of what and who we need God to be for us.
This Advent, you may be looking for a Prince
of Peace or perhaps you seek the guidance of
a Teacher. Maybe at this time in your life you
need God to be a Savior for you.
This Advent season we will look to how the
names of Jesus express God’s desire to meet
us where we are and give us what we need.
Join us each Sunday as we look to a different
title for the Son of God in our church wide
sermon series.
WEEK 1 | NOVEMBER 30
WEEK 2 | DECEMBER 7

jesus
emmanuel

WEEK 3 | DECEMBER 14

prince of peace

WEEK 4 | DECEMBER 21

the son of god

CHRISTMAS EVE |

the word made flesh

holy communion
HOLY COMMUNION is offered each
Sunday in Advent. It is served in the large
Sanctuary at 9:45 AM and 12:00 Noon
following the traditional worship services.
All are invited to partake.

CHRISTMAS GIFT OF JOY OFFERING
This special offering goes to support our mission
and outreach efforts. This includes support for
local and international mission projects such as:
Firehouse Shelter, Family Promise of Birmingham, Church of the Reconciler, and Urban Ministry. Offerings can be made during the Advent
season using the special Gift of Joy envelopes
found in the pews.
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PACESETTERS

MISSION & OUTREACH

Festival of Three Kings, December 6

This event is held to allow families of sponsored Angels
to receive their gifts. It is a Christmas-filled day that gives
Birmingham area kids in need a morning of games, prizes,
shoes, snacks and more. This year’s festival is Saturday,
December 6. To volunteer please contact Cassie Cates at
205-515-9311 or cassidy.dempsey@gmail.com.

DECEMBER 11 - ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TEA
The annual Senior Adult Christmas Tea will be held in the
Fellowship Hall from 1:30 - 4:00 PM on December 11. Come
and enjoy wonderful food, fellowship, music and a special
video featuring our older adults at Trinity.
For more info on any Senior Adult event, please contact Amy
Lewis at 879-1737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

GIFTWRAP VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
SATURDAYS, December 13 & 20
The Family Promise of Birmingham (formerly BHN)
Gift Wrapping Booth is now open in Brookwood Mall.
A talent for wrapping is not required! This is a familyfriendly opportunity and a great way to give back and
experience the true meaning of Christmas. You may also
support the cause by having your gifts wrapped at the
booth if shopping at Brookwood Mall. Trinity is in charge
of wrapping gifts on Saturday, December 13 & 20. 3-hour
shifts are available on these dates. For specific shift times
and for more volunteer details, contact Jamie Fitzwater at
205-441-4062.

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK?

Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug in
to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. Log on to
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0844aaad238-topten

Special Mission Recognition

On November 17, Trinity’s UMW held their annual Special
Mission Recognition dinner and program. This year there were
5 honorees. (Pictured above) Pat Lewis, Billie Gray, Carole
McIntyre, Marcia Bentley and Chris Yarboro.
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Save the Date for a special UMW event

•
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If you have questions about ways to use your gifts in service,
contact Laura Eanes at leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.
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o

Finding the Sacred in Everyday Life
A Spiritual Spa Morning with storyteller Dolores Hydock

Saturday, February 7, 2015

Treat yourself to a “faith-lift” at a Saturday morning spiritual spa! Take a break from the
noise and worries of the world for just a few hours, as storyteller Dolores Hydock helps us
find the sacred in everyday life with stories that will uplift your smile muscles, massage
your soul, exercise your emotions, stretch your imagination, and strengthen your spiritual
core. Tickets are $22 (includes a box lunch) and are on sale now. Register online at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/umw-presents-a-spiritual-spa-morning/

food & fellowship

student ministry

weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:
PROGRESSIVE DINNER, 12/7 - This Sunday, December 7, is our annual Progressive
Dinner night. Students need to arrive at Trinity by 6:00 pm so we can load up vans
and vehicles to head to various houses for appetizers, dinner and dessert. We will
have 3 groups - 7 & 8th, 9 & 10th and 11 & 12th.

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall
$20.00 Family Maximum (or)
- $6.00 per adult
- $3.00 per child (9 and under)
- $5.00 per senior adult
- $5.00 Salad Bar option
Please let us know you are coming!
Make a reservation online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com

menu - December 3

We are still looking for a few more adult drivers! Please let me know (rstudivant@
trinitybirmingham.com) if you are willing/able to drive.
ELEMENT CAFE - Element Cafe is on Tuesday and Thursday from 3-5:30 pm. This
week starts Doughnut December at Element Cafe! We will be selling Krispy Kreme
doughnuts for 50 cents throughout this month. This is a wonderful alternative to going
home and being bored. Come hang out with us, grab a snack, plays some games and
hang out with our staff and friends. All candy, chips and drinks are only 50 cents! Element Cafe is always a fun time had by all. We hope your student will join us this week!
SERVE SATURDAY, 12/6 - Are you trying to find a way for your student to serve this
Christmas season? The Festival of Three Kings is the perfect opportunity. Students
are invited to meet at Trinity this Saturday, December 6 at 9 am. We will load up the
vans and head to Bill Harris Arena to help load up Angel Tree gifts and work craft
booths. This is always a fun morning and a great way to put the holiday season in the
right perspective serving those in need. Please let us know by emailing Tori Tenniswood at ttenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com if you (your student) plans to attend so
we can have enough van drivers ready.

• ADULTS: Taco Bar, beans, rice, chips,
cheese dip, cookie
• KIDS: Soft taco, beans, rice, chips,
fruit, cookie, milk

LAST SUNDAY NIGHT OF 2014, 12/14 - SNELF: THE HOMECOMING! Next Sunday
night (December 14) will be our last Element Sunday night of 2014. This is a very
special night where we will be inviting back all of our “alumni” to join us for SNeLf from
6-8pm. We hope your students will be here as we prepare for the Christmas season.

* Menu subject to change.

SUMMER MISSION TRIPS:
• ARM Middle School Mission Trip! Our middle school mission trip registration is now
open. This year’s trip will be July 19th-24th. Please note this will be a little different
than years past. It is a Sunday through Friday trip and due to the extra day the cost
of the trip has gone up a little. The total cost will be $235, and there will be a $100
deposit due by December 1st to reserve a spot. This trip is open to any middle school
student and high school students are welcome to be leaders! To register go to
http://elementstudentministry.com/arm/. If you have any questions please email David
Hayes at dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com.

DEC. 3 is the last Wednesday
Supper of the semester.
Make a reservation & find menus at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com

Don’t forget your
name tag...
on Sunday mornings or anytime you are
attending or representing Trinity! This is
a great way to provide hospitality to our
guests, and to help us get to know one
another better. If you don’t have a name
tag, contact Marie Pasco at
879-1737.

• SOS High School Mission Trip! - ADDITIONAL SPOTS HAVE BEEN ADDED!! If
your student has not registered for SOS, this is the time to do it. SOS is July 5-11,
2015. These spots will fill up quickly! To register for this life changing trip as well as to
receive more information, go to www.elementstudentministry.com/sos.

In Christ,
Robert Sturdivant
rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com
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Young Adult Advent Study • “Not A Silent Night” by Adam Hamilton
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Are you out of college? Are you not married?
Are you interested in a small group study? If so, join us on Tuesday night at 6:30 PM at
the home of Mark and Lisa Elliott. (4168 Memorial Park Circle Hoover, AL 35226)
A free home cooked dinner is served at 6:30 PM. Bring a friend!
Questions? Contact Lisa Elliott at 879-1737 or lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

!

Order Your Poinsettias for Christmas!
Poinsettias purchased in memory or in honor of loved ones will be placed in the sanctuaries
on Sundays, December 14 and 21, 2014.
DEADLINE: Orders must be received by Sunday December 7 (Deadline is strictly observed).

Please attach your check to this form, drop in the offering plate, or bring/mail to the church office before the
deadline, December 7. Make checks payable to: Trinity United Methodist Church, marked “Poinsettia order.”
Print carefully. The information from this form is used for the bulletin listings. Please list only one name or family name for each purchased
poinsettia. (Example: Jane Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Jon Smith or the Jane Smith Family.)
In MEMORY of:

(OR)

In HONOR of:

Given By:							Given By:
Your Name:
Daytime Phone Number:

Email:

Enclosed is $15.00 for each poinsettia ordered. Number of poinsettias

X $15.00 ea. =

TOTAL

Return your order to the church office (OR) mail to: Trinity UMC, P.O. Box 19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-9069
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HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - December 7
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Coffee With the Pastors - LP
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
4:00 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS
5:00 PM Confirmation - various
6:00 PM Element/Youth - HAVEN
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
8:00 PM Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - December 8
6:30 AM Men’s Ministry Group - SDR
Tuesday - December 9
6:30 AM Element Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
CFT
FSR
CONF
SANC
FHALL

Craft Room–143
Fireside Room–145
Conference Room–220
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

LIB
NAT
LP
SP
HAVEN

Wednesday - December 10
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 315
4:30 PM NO Wednesday Supper
6:00 PM Preschool Choir Program - SANC
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:00 PM Men’s Bible Studies - various
7:15 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
Thursday - December 11
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
1:30 PM Senior Adult Tea - FHALL
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM
6:00 PM TCDC Program - SANC
Friday - December 12
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL

Library–218
Not at Trinity
Large Parlor
Small Parlor–105
Youth Auditorium

BROOKWOOD:

Milton Watts
Meredith Wolfe

IN MEMORIAM
Barbara Morgan

November 22

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Dale and David Miller on the death of her
mother, Barbara Morgan, on November 22. She
is also survived by her grandchildren, Melissa
and Greg Vinson and Troy and Jill Boren.
Her great-grandchildren are Drew and Daniel
Vinson and Christian Bradley and William
James Boren.

CONGRATULATIONS

CHAPEL
MS
WHALL
SDR
FLC

Mouat Chapel
Music Suite–132
Wesley Hall
Small Dining Room
Family Life Center

Nursery Volunteers - December 7

Wendy & Paul Blaszyk, Elizabeth Croom, Caroline Davis,
Angie Hartman & Robin Nix
To volunteer, please contact Barry Smith at 879-1737,
email nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.

PARKING NOTICE:

IN THE HOSPITAL

Please do not block the dumpsters or areas
that are marked as NO PARKING zones. Note that the small parking lot
is reserved for handicapped, elderly and families with small children on
Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings. Do not park in marked
handicap spaces if you do not have an official handicap permit.
Thank you.

• to Heather and Nathan Gordon on the birth
of their son, John Michael Gordon, on November 26.
• to Andrew Snow and Madelyn Snow on the
birth of their daughter Evelyn Marie Snow on
October 31. Proud big brother is Hudson Runnels Snow. Proud grandparents are Dean and
Elaine Snow and proud great-grandparents are
Hubert and Helen Snow.
• to Lindsay Powell on graduating from the
University of Alabama at Birmingham with a
Doctorate in Physical Therapy. She is the daughter of Pam and Ray Powell.

TREASURER’S REPORT
As of November 30, 2014
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:
Month to Date Revenue
Monthly Needs to Date
Balance/Shortage		

MONTH
$292,936
$285,890
$7,046

Capital Debt Retirement / month
Capital Debt Retirement / to date

$8,126
$95,215

Note from the Treasurer:
Questions about church finances, income or
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.
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Tidings Trinity United Methodist
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SUNDAYS at Trinity: Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood • Our Mission: To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209 • 205.879.1737 • Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Jonathan and Rhiannon Sharpe
416 Edgeland Place, Homewood, AL 35209
The Sharpes joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. Jonathan works in
sales for ACIPCO and Rhiannon is employed by
St. Vincent’s.
Cobb and Haley Hazelrig
(not pictured)
3010 Warrington Road, Birmingham, AL 35223
The Hazelrigs joined Trinity by vows from
another Christian denomination. Cobb works in
commercial real estate for Hazelrig Companies.
They have four children, Maddie (9), Olivia (7),
Hannah (2) and Will (6 mo.).

Interested in joining Trinity? Join us...

Coffee with the Pastors
Sunday, December 7

10 AM • LARGE PARLOR
This is a casual time for guests to meet the pastoral staff. During this hour, you will learn about the mission statement
of the church as well as Trinity’s core values. This is also an excellent
time to ask general questions and learn more about the church family.
CWP is held the first Sunday of the month at 10 AM in the Parlor.

Sunday, December 14
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE.
Weekly sermons from both Traditional and
Contact worship services are available at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/worship/sermons/

This class is strongly suggested for visitors who are considering
membership at Trinity. During this hour, prospective members and
those interested will review the membership covenant one makes
when joining the Trinity Family. Ask a Greeter to direct you!

