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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Grow Sundays for Youth & Kids!

YOUTH! AUGUST 10 Gather in the Haven this Sunday, August 10 at 10 AM.

This is a great time to learn more about ministries that are happening this fall, and
let your student meet their Sunday School teacher. We would love for parents to
attend this event as we have a short informational meeting during this hour. Please
make every effort to attend Youth GROW Sunday.

Fall Studies		
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Senior Adults		
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Calendar of Events
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KIDS! AUGUST 17 Parents please accompany your children to their new Sunday

School classes for a meet and greet with teachers at 10 AM on Sunday, August 17.
Receive a Big Top armband and proceed to choir sign-ups in the gathering area on
the first floor outside the elementary or preschool classrooms. Here your child will
receive their first Big Top prize! Hurry to the Big Top for more prizes and fun in
the Gym. Enter with your child’s armband and enjoy carnival games, popcorn, live
music, jugglers, and more!

H

Grow with us!

Don’t miss it!
YOUTH GROW SUNDAY
AUGUST 10
•
KIDS GROW SUNDAY
AUGUST 17

H

Mamma Mia!
UMW Spaghetti Supper
Leave the cooking to UMW on Thursday, August 21
3:30-6:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall
Take out or dine in - $8 per plate (3 courses)
Tickets available in the church office and will be on sale
before and after worship on Sundays, August 10 & 17.
Proceeds go to missions supporting women and children.

fall studies
It’s time to register for Fall
Small Group Studies.
From In-Depth Disciple and
Covenant classes to a variety
of Short-Term studies, there is
something for everyone.
Inside this issue you will find a
listing of studies being offered
along with complete details on
each class, including fees and
start dates.
You may also visit:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/
adults/studies-small-groups/

PERSONAL WORD
SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, 2014
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays
on WAPI-1070 AM.

SERMON
Rev. Brian Erickson
Sermon Series: Faith at the Office

•
MUSIC
8:45 AM
Men’s Quartet & Men’s Chorus
11:00 AM
Men’s Quartet & Sanctuary Choir

•
MINISTER ON CALL
Andrew Wolfe, 871-1309

There is a story told about a man who had grown weary of life – tired to death.
So one day he decided to leave his home town to search for the perfect magical city where all would be different and fully rewarding. So, he left. On his
journey he found himself in a forest. So he settled down for the night; he took
out his sack and had a bite to eat. Before he went to sleep he took off his shoes
and pointed them to the new direction towards which he was going. However,
unknown to him, a prankster came during the night and turned the shoes around.
When the man awoke the next morning, he carefully stepped into his shoes and
continued to the magical city.
After a few days, he came to the city. It was not as large as he imagined it would
be. In fact, it looked somewhat familiar. He found a familiar street, knocked at a
familiar door, met a familiar family and lived happily ever after.
Often when we think of God and God’s purpose in our lives, we think in terms
of something far off – removed from ordinary life. Brian is doing a sermon
series on Faith at the Office: What Does God Want Me to Do in Life? On Sunday he reminded us, that what God calls us to do is to be faithful where we are.
We live as disciples of Jesus, here and now, in our jobs and families and communities. We don’t have to look to a magical city to find ways to live lives of
faithfulness.

8:45 & 11:00 AM

WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden

AUGUST 3 - ATTENDANCE
1,223 • Total Worship Attendance
790 • Traditional | 433 • Contact
645 • Sunday School

information for guests & new members
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – CONTACT – a relaxed,
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music
from the CONTACT Band, children are encouraged to attend.

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions
and learn more about the core values and mission
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students
• Church Office: 879-1737 / Fax: 868-9714
• Care Line: 868-9709
• Child Development Center: 879-1749

fall studies

2014

Journey

Together

small group studies
It’s time to register for Small Group Studies.

From In-Depth Disciple and Covenant classes to a variety
of Short-Term studies, there is something for everyone.
On the following pages you will find a listing of studies
being offered along with complete details on each class,
including fees and start dates. You may also visit:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/adults/studies-small-groups/
DEADLINES:
Sunday, August 17 - In-Depth Studies
Sunday, August 24 - Short-Term Studies

Pictured above: Trinity’s Prayer Garden and Prayer Labyrinth
is open and available for all to use.
This beautiful space provides a quiet and
serene location to journey through
meditation and prayer.

There are four ways to register for studies:
1) Online at www.trinitybirmingham.com
2) Complete the hard copy registration form that may be
found in the main narthex and in this issue of Tidings.
3) Sign up at registration tables in the narthexes on
Sunday, August 10 and Sunday, August 17.
4) Contact Amy Mezzell at 879-1737 or
amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com.

if you make my word your home, you will indeed be my disciples.
- John 8:30

1400 Oxmoor Road • Homewood, AL 35209 • 205.879.1737

For more information visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com

you are invited
ADULT GROW SUNDAY
AUGUST 24, 9:45-11 AM
3rd Floor Commons Area
If you need help deciding
on a Short-Term study
for the fall, drop by the
3rd floor commons area
near the Coffee Bar.
This will be the last day
(8/24) to sign up.

Journey Together
What I have learned by
participating in Small Group
studies at Trinity...
Joining a small-group bible study
here at Trinity is one of the smartest
decisions I’ve made.
I’ve been a part of women-only
groups, younger-than-me groups,
older-than-me groups and groups
of men and women.
This is what I’ve learned:
• For those of you younger than me
– I’ve been there. I enjoy hearing
about your lives and your families and realizing how many times
in my younger years I did things
right. And wrong. I love knowing
that there are no more diapers or
pre-school decisions in my life but I
love praying for guidance for you in
your decisions.
• For those of you close to my age
– we are all in essentially similar
boats. Of course there are
exceptions.
• For those of you older than me
– I’ve learned about life – a lot
about the Bible, but mostly about
life. I’ve listened to your thoughts
and interpretations of scripture and
God’s love for us. I’ve watched you
face the challenges of aging with
joy, faith and sometimes fear. But
mostly I’ve learned what dignity
looks like – real faith-based trust in
our Savior and dignified acceptance
that being a Christian believer does
not mean that the path is always
smooth.

fall studies

REGISTER NOW FOR A SMALL GROUP STUDY
Commit to the Vision:
We want to see people, from the long-time members to the first-time visitors,
come together in a healthy small group to grow into disciples,
and to go inspire others to do the same.

IN-DEPTH STUDIES

| Registration Ends August 17

DISCIPLE I: Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study
This 28-week study is our most highly recommended Bible study. The course covers
70% of the Bible. Thirteen weeks are spent in the Old Testament in the fall and 15 weeks
in the New Testament in the spring and builds Christian fellowship among participants.
The course includes individual study time, honest class discussion, and excellent video
segments featuring Biblical scholars. Wed. 6-8:00, Leader: Duane Shroyer.
Begins Aug. 27. Cost $40. Minimum: 12
DISCIPLE II: Into the Word, Into the World
Disciple I is a prerequisite to this course. Disciple II is a 28-week study with concentration on four books: Genesis, Exodus, Luke and Acts. Appropriate connections are made
to other parts of Scripture in the Old and New Testament. Wed. 6-8:00, Leaders: Danny
Bass and Andy Robinson. Begins Aug. 27. Cost $40. Minimum: 12
COVENANT
Three 8 Week Modules. Covenant is a new Cokesbury study that is rooted in the belief that through a committed community – through shared reflection and engagement
together – we can best discover God’s call, God’s love and God’s unexpected favor. It
emphasizes the biblical concept of Covenant, the enduring commitment between God
and His people, as a unifying pattern throughout the entire Bible. The study moves from
the Old and New Testaments – discussing books from each in a way that shows the interconnectedness of scripture as a whole. There are weekly reading assignments.
Sun 5-6:40, Leader: Jane Smith. Begins Aug. 24.
Wed. 6-7:40, Leader: Shannon Stevens. Begins Aug. 27. Cost $18 per module.
Minimum: 12
DISCIPLE is such a great in-depth study of the bible and a wonderful way to become reacquainted with the Old Testament. I was very intimidated by the course – people made it seem
like I was signing up for a jail term, but the reading is very manageable. Angie Hartman

REGISTER Today!
Thank you to Trinity for providing
so many options for growth. Thank
you to all who have taught me more
than you will ever know. I look forward to my next small-group study.
Laura Williams

There are four ways to register for studies:
1) Online at www.trinitybirmingham.com
2) Complete the hard copy registration form that may be found in this issue.
3) Sign up at registration tables in the narthexes on Sundays, August 10 and 17.
4) Contact Amy Mezzell at 879-1737 or amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com.

SHORT-TERM STUDIES

| Registration Ends August 24

• Bible Studies

• Financial Growth

Making Sense of the Bible by Adam Hamilton – 7 weeks.
Would you like to have an honest conversation about the Bible?
We will discuss the Questions: How and when was the Bible written? Who decided which books made into the scriptures and why?
How literally must we read it? And, is the Bible ever wrong? From
there, we will consider the real questions people frequently ask that
continue to divide Christians and denominations alike, including:
Were Adam and Eve real people? Why is God so violent in the Old
Testament? Why would Paul command women to “keep silent in
the church”? Is Jesus the only way to salvation? We will discuss
how these often misunderstood biblical themes, will lead you into a
deeper appreciation of the Bible, so that we might hear God speak
through it and find its words to be life-changing and life-giving.
Wed. 6-7:00, Leader: Rev. Brian Erickson. Cost $17.

Money Life – 10 weeks. Where did my money go? We spent how
much? Can I afford to “x”? Can I afford not to “x”? What does the
bible say about money? We will talk through the best uses of money
based on solid biblical teaching and apply practical solutions based
on your questions. This study can change not only your finances, but
also help you gain a life of meaning and purpose. Wed. 6-7, Leader:
Patrick Long. Cost $30 (couples can share a book).

The Acts of the Apostles by Dr. Mickey Efird – 11 weeks.
An inspiring bible study presented by Efird, a Duke Professor and
ordained minister. The focus of the study is about the growth of the
Church following the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The
lectures will help us to understand and apply the Biblical story to our
own lives and the life of our churches.
Thurs. 9:15-10:30, Leaders: Carolyn Johnson & Ginger Trawick.
Cost $1

• Parenting Studies
Scream Free Parenting by Hal Runkel – 6 weeks. Do you need a
fresh approach to parenting that eliminates battles, bickering and
exhaustion? Join Runkel, celebrated author and therapist, to discover
scriptural principles that can strengthen and energize your family life.
You can start to create and enjoy the types of calm, mutually respectful, and loving relationships with your children that you’ve always
craved. Wed. 6-7:00, Leaders: Dawn Wolfe and Mollie Erickson.
Cost $11.
Single & Parenting…Hard Work, Real Hope – 13 weeks. This
course is for all caregivers of children whether single, remarried or
guardians. The curriculum is scripture based and deals with practical
tips and suggestions. The strength of the course is the shared common struggles and joys of allowing God to help us to be the kind of
parent we want to be. Wed. 6-7:30, Leader: Tish Patton. Cost $15.
The Two Minute Drill to Manhood by John Croyle - 8 weeks. In
football, the last two minutes are crucial – they’re the moments that
can determine the game. Croyle believes your son’s teenage years
are much the same. Will you make a lasting impact? Using the acronym M-A-N-H-O-O-D, his proven game plan will help you make
sure your boys are equipped to become godly men. Wed. 6-7:00,
Leaders: Dick Gardner & Richie Thayer. Cost $12.

• Women’s Studies
Children of the Day by Beth Moore – 9 weeks. Beth’s newest Bible
study digs into both 1 and 2 Thessalonians. With short daily reading assignments, group discussion and an accompanying video each
week, Beth will effectively remind us that the Holy Spirit does truly
shine brightly through each of us at all times – including those times
of real crises, real afflictions and real doubts. Neither pride nor timidity must come between us and the presence of God. Wed 6-8:00,
Leader: Lisa Hapgood. Thurs. 9:15 – 11:15, Leader: Linda Smith
and Noelle Cadden. Cost $17.

• Various
Methodism 101 – 3 weeks. Are you interested in learning more
about Methodism? During this study, you will learn more about the
History, Theology and Practice of the Methodism by learning the
answers to questions such as: Who is John Wesley? What do Methodists believe? And, how is Methodism different from other dominations? You may attend one or all classes. September 14, 21 and 28,
10-10:45, Sm. Dining Room. Leader: Rev. Andy Wolfe. No charge.
Red Sea Rules by Robert J. Morgan – 6 weeks. Feeling trapped?
About to drown? It is a fact that we will face our share of struggles
in this world. Sometimes they will be overwhelming. God promises
that even in the midst of seemingly impossible situations, He will
make a way for us. Morgan offers ten awesome God-given strategies
to help us move from fear to faith. Sun. 10-10:45, Leader: Nancy
Walburn. Wed. 6-7:00. Cost $13 for book and guide.
Simply Christian: Why Christianity Makes Sense by N. T. Wright
– 11 weeks. Renowned biblical scholar and Anglican bishop N.T.
Wright makes a case for Christianity from the ground up. Walking
the reader through the Christian faith step-by-step and question by
question, he offers explanations for even the toughest doubt-filled
skeptics, leaving believers with a reason for renewed faith. Sun.
5-6:15, Leader: Guy Patterson. Cost $27 for book and guide.
The Will of God by Leslie Weatherhead and The Will of God by
James Howell – 6 weeks. How are we to know the will of God?
In the classic, written by Weatherhead in 1944, he states that the
phrase “the will of God” is used loosely and the consequence of that
looseness to our peace of mind is serious. In his 2009 book, veteran
pastor and theologian James C. Howell considers a number of issues
relating to God’s will, how it is known, how it is done, and how we
respond when bad things happen. In this class, you will compare
and discuss the two books written over 60 years apart. Wed. 6-7:00,
Leader: Rev. Andy Wolfe. Cost $16.

#
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highlighted events this week
Sunday - August 10
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Membership 101 - LP
10:00 AM Youth GROW Sunday - Haven
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
8:00 PM Men’s Basketball - GYM
Monday - August 11
6:30 AM Trinity Men Small Group - SDR
8:00 AM Senior Exercise Class - FHALL
5:30 PM Finance Committee Mtg. - SDR
6:15 PM Admin. Board Dinner - FHALL
7:00 PM Admin. Board Mtg.- WHALL
Tuesday - August 12
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
CFT
FSR
CONF
SANC
FHALL

Craft Room–143
Fireside Room–145
Conference Room–220
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

LIB
NAT
LP
SP
HAVEN

11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
Wednesday - August 13
6:00 PM Men’s Bible Studies - various
6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - MS
Thursday - August 14
8:00 AM Senior Exercise Class - FHALL

Library–218
Not at Trinity
Large Parlor
Small Parlor–105
Youth Auditorium

in the hospital
ST. VINCENT’S:

Billy Ware
Bobbie Cloud

in memoriam
We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Tom and Marion Wilson on the death of his
brother, Bob Wilson, on August 3.

congratulations

CHAPEL
MS
WHALL
SDR
FLC

Mouat Chapel
Music Suite–132
Wesley Hall
Small Dining Room
Family Life Center

take note

Nursery Volunteers - August 10

Victoria Coogler, Ashley Denney, Rachel Holt & Katie Beth Owens
To volunteer, please contact Barry Smith at 879-1737,
email nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.
Or simply sign up in the nursery on Sunday!

pacesetters
• AUGUST 12 - TRINITY SINGER REHEARSALS RESUME
Rehearsals resume at 10 AM in the Music Suite. Now is a good time to join
this group and enjoy music and fellowship. Hot lunch is served after practice.
All Seniors are welcome to eat with us every Tuesday from 11:00 to 12:00.
Lunch is only $4.00.
• AUGUST 13 - HALLELUJAH TRAIL CONTINUES... Hallelujah
Trail to Athens, AL. This trip includes visits to First Presbyterian Church
and Cambridge UMC in Athens. We will also visit Athens State University,
where we will have a guided tour of the chapel, and the hand-carved “Altar
to the New Testament.” The oldest town in Alabama will be our last stop on
this great historical trip. Vans leave Trinity at 8:00 AM.

• to Kennedy and Edward Walker on the birth
of their son, James Reid Walker, on May 29.
Big brothers are Jack and Charlie Walker.
• to Jessica and Reid Jackson on the birth of
their daughter, Ellis Christine Jackson, on July 14.
Big brother is Cohen Jackson and big sister is
Reese Jackson. Proud grandparents are Ronnie
and Chris Jackson.
• to Amy and John Paul Strong on the birth of
their daughter, Anne Charlotte Strong, on July 27.
Big sister is Lily Grace Strong. Proud grandparents are Bruce and Debbie Limbaugh.
• to David and Kim Stearns on the birth of their
grandson, Jonathan Edwards Barganier, on July
30. Proud parents are Leigh Stearns Barganier and
her husband, Jonathan Barganier.

treasurer’s report
As of July 31, 2014
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:
Month to Date Revenue
Monthly Needs to Date
Balance/Shortage		

MONTH
$302,596
$285,890
$16,706

Capital Debt Retirement / month
Capital Debt Retirement / to date

$7,336
$49,923

Note from the Treasurer:
Questions about church finances, income or
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

#

• AUGUST 18 - TRINITY SINGERS AT GREENBRIAR
On Monday, August 18 the Trinity Singers will perform at Greenbriar at the
Altamont. 3:00 PM. Guests are welcome at all our performances.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Chase and Lindsay Whitworth
931 Alford Avenue, Hoover, AL 35226
The Whitworths joined Trinity by vows
from another Christian denomination and
by transfer from another United Methodist
Church. Chase is a veternarian and Lindsay
is an attorney. They have a son, Sutton,
who is 7 months old.
Interested in Membership? Join us the first Sunday of every month in the
large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This is a time to meet the pastoral
staff, ask questions and learn more about the core values and mission of
Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each
month. Questions? Contact Marie Pasco at 879-1737 or
mpasco@trinitybirmingham.com.

PARKING NOTICE:

Trinity members and guests
should NOT park in the All Saints’ lot near Oxmoor Rd.
Also, please do not block the dumpsters or areas that are
marked as NO PARKING zones. Note that the small parking lot is reserved for handicapped, elderly and families with
small children on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings. Do not park in marked handicap spaces if you do
not have an official handicap permit. Thank you.

Lil’ Lambs Sale
is coming
September 5 & 6
Trinity’s Lil’ Lambs Consignment Sale Ministry provides
the community with a great source of gently worn
clothing, toys, strollers and other items at reasonable
prices. Sellers receive 70% of the profit with
Children’s Ministries receiving 30%, which is used to
support children’s ministries in our church, community
and overseas. Proceeds have enhanced the nursery,
Sunday School rooms, and other programs and areas in
the church. Lil’ Lambs depends on the hands and hearts
of over 100 volunteers for success.
Be part of this incredible ministry. Volunteer by contacting Amy at amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com.
Watch Tidings for details on Seller sign-up information.
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs/

