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Lil’ Lambs Sale
September 5 & 6
Friday hours: 9 AM-3 PM

Saturday hours: 9 AM-12 Noon

Seller and volunteer registration 
is in full swing!

We have a new online system. 
Get your seller number, choose your 

check-in time and your volunteer shift 
(if  volunteering), 

enter your items, and print tags 
all from the website.

•
Register to sell or volunteer today!

Log on to: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/

kids/lil-lambs/ 
•

If  you are volunteering and will need 
nursery care, contact

Amy Mezzell at 879-1737,
amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com

to make a nursery reservation.

Shop gently worn kids 
clothing, toys, furniture 

and accessories
at reasonable prices!

The small group study, Making Sense of the Bible - by Adam Hamilton 
has been expanded and will now be held in the Sanctuary 
on Wednesday evenings from 6-7:00 PM. 

- Leader: Rev. Brian Erickson 
- Begins September 10  /  7 weeks
- You will need to purchase your own book

Please register for this study by Friday, August 29 by contacting 
Carrie Thayer at 879-1737 or cthayer@trinitybirmingham.com.

Important Message: 



SERMON
Dr. Andrew Wolfe

 •
MUSIC

8:45 & 11:00 AM 

Trinity Orchestra & Sanctuary Choir

• 
MINISTER ON CALL

Nathan Carden, 863-0765

 

PERSONAL WORD

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden

AUGUST 24 - ATTENDANCE
1,500 • Total Worship Attendance
857 • Traditional   |   643 •  Contact

901 • Sunday School

SUNDAY, AUGUST 31, 2014
8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

A lawyer asks Jesus a profoundly simple question: “Who is my neighbor?”  
To answer his question, Jesus tells him this story.

A lone traveler was making his way along a busy road, when suddenly he was 
assaulted by a gang of robbers.  They subsequently beat him, take his last penny, 
and leave him to die on the side of the road.  All hope seems lost, but then some 
religious people show up.  A priest walks by but he ignores the dying stranger, 
followed by a Levite (someone considered a religious and spiritual leader) who 
likewise does nothing but ignore the poor gentleman.  In other words, the good 
church folk steer clear of the suffering man on the side of the road – he is not 
their problem.

“Then,” Jesus says, “a Samaritan comes along.”  You can almost hear the hisses 
from the crowd listening to the parable.  All Samaritans were enemies.  Someone 
a God-fearing Jew wouldn’t even invite into their home.  But, in Jesus’ story, it 
is the Samaritan, and not the preacher, who stops to help.  In Jesus’ story, it is the 
Samaritan, and not the uber-religious Levite, who binds up the man’s wounds and 
sees to it that he will recover.

Jesus finishes the story and asks, “So which one acted like a neighbor?”  And 
the lawyer is forced to answer, “The one who showed mercy.” (He can’t bring 
himself to say the word “Samaritan”).  Jesus ends the teaching moment by issuing 
a command: “Go and do likewise.”

Our high school student ministry spent Discovery Weekend in Springville earlier 
this month, diving into this parable and all its implications for our lives as Chris-
tians.  Secluded away at a beautiful camp, they deepened friendships, worshipped 
together, and studied scripture.  But then it was time to go home.

And en route back to Homewood, somewhere around Argo, that caravan of 
church buses and SUVs passed a disheveled gentleman holding a cardboard sign 
on the side of the road.  When David Thompson pulled over to check the air pres-
sure in his tires, the man by the side of the road approached him and asked for a 
ride.  David let him onto a church van full of teenage boys who had been study-
ing the story of the Good Samaritan all weekend.  A van that suddenly became 
dead silent, even when “Sweet Home Alabama” came on the radio.

When they arrived at Trinity for the closing worship service, the sanctuary full of 
students and their families, the gentleman David had picked up on the side of the 
road interrupted the service and asked for the chance to speak.  



#

SEC Food Drive
to benefit “House of Restoration,” a UMC Mission Congregation in the West End.

1)  Circle logo (left) or write in the team of your choice:___________________
2)  Include the number of non-perishable items in your bag:_______________
3)  RETURN TO TRINITY BY SUNDAY, AUGUST 31.

Show your team spirit and participate in a worthy cause!

Cut off this portion, attach it to any bag filled with non-perishable goods, and return to Trinity.

Show your team spirit!
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PERSONAL WORD Continued...

Again, David obliged, and the dishev-
eled stranger stepped up to the lectern and 
revealed himself to be the Senior Pastor 
Designate, hidden under a week’s worth of 
unshaven stubble and some very pungent 
clothes. Immediately following the 11 AM 
worship service, I had exchanged my robe 
for rags, and Mollie dropped me off on the 
side of the road with my cardboard sign.  

It won’t surprise you to hear that this was 
all David Thompson’s idea. I’ll tell you 
what surprised me, though.  While this 
elaborate ruse was supposedly for the ben-
efit of the students, this designate-turned-
drifter learned plenty.  I was reminded 
again how easily we distance ourselves 
from those who are unlike us, how many 
excuses we hide behind to avoid engaging 
our neighbor, and how tempting it is just 
to talk about mercy rather than actually 
practice it.

But Jesus says, “Go and do likewise.”  
He doesn’t say, “Go and talk about it some 
more,” or “Go and memorize this passage 
and unravel its theological implications.”  
He doesn’t say, “Go and sing about it or 
theorize about it or preach about it.”  
He says, “Go and do.”

May Trinity be known as the church that 
refuses to walk by.  May Trinity be known 
as the church that never turns a blind eye 
to those who God places in our path. May 
Trinity be known as the church foolish 
enough to go and do likewise. Amen.

Brian Erickson
Senior Pastor Designate

new sermon series coming to 
all worship services

There’s still time to participate in the



The Trinity Travelers enjoyed a great day trip to 
Athens, AL last week. (see photos below)

They visited two of the churches on the “Hallelu-
jah Trail,” where they learned about the history of 
this area. These were some of the first churches 
in Alabama. Cambridge UMC  was established 
in 1818 by the Tennessee Annual Conference 
(before Alabama became a state). Late in the 
Civil War, Federal Troops damaged much of the 
church. It was restored in 1873 and is still in use 
today, retaining much of its original configura-
tion. The First Presbyterian Church has a fasci-
nating history dating back to 1829.  The hospital-
ity shown to our group by both churches was so 
warm and welcoming. Athens State University 
also welcomed us and gave us a tour of Found-
ers Hall and “The Altar of the New Testament.”

The last stop on our trip was the delightful little 
town of Mooresville, AL (oldest town in Alabama).
 
The group will continue the “Hallelujah Trail” tour 
in September with a trip to Huntsville, AL where 
they will visit more historic Alabama churches.  
Watch for the date in Tidings.

4:45-6:15 pm  •  Fellowship Hall

September 10

 

 

September 10 

Hamburgers,
all the fixin’s, 

Fries & 
Ranch Baked Beans,

Fountain Drinks,
Ice Cream Sundaes

(Children & Adults)

$20.00 Family Max.
(or)

$6.00 per adult
$3.00 per child (9 and under)

$5.00 per senior adult
$5.00 Salad Bar option

Make a reservation online!
trinitybirmingham.com

PACESETTERS
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Trinity Travelers in 
Athens, AL



student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

HOMEWOOD VS. VESTAVIA HILLS TAILGATE PARTY THIS FRIDAY NIGHT 
Element will set up a tailgate tent this Friday night, August 28, at Vestavia Hills High 
School beginning at 5 PM. All students are invited to hangout and get free food be-
fore the Homewood vs. Vestavia football game. We hope that you and your student 
will stop by and say hello this Friday.

NO ELEMENT THIS SUNDAY NIGHT, 8/31 – We will NOT have Element this 
Sunday Night, August 31 due to the Labor Day holiday. Instead, we hope that this 
weekend will be a special time for your family to have together. 

ELEMENT CAFE MEETS THIS WEEK – Our after school ministry, Element Cafe, 
is now open! All students (including new 6th graders) are welcome to hangout from 
3-5:30 PM every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon. We ask for a $1 donation to 
help offset some of the cost and we will be selling concessions during the afternoon. 
Every student that participates in Element café is required to have a permission form 
completed. You can find this permission form online at http://elementstudentministry.
com/element-cafe/  Every student will need to have this form filled out by Sept 1.
 
ELEMENT PRAYER BREAKFAST MEETS TUESDAY – Prayer breakfast meets 
this Tuesday, August 26 at 6:30 AM in the Youth Center.  All middle school and high 
school students are invited to join us for Jack’s and a devotion. Prayer Breakfast 
is the perfect way to start a new day. The cost is just $3 for breakfast and middle 
school students will walk to HMS following the breakfast. 

STUDENT CENSUS – We are taking a census for every student! Please take a 
few minutes to fill out the census to ensure that we have all the correct information. 
http://elementstudentministry.com/studentcensus/
 
ELEMENT GOLF TOURNAMENT – We need golfers for our Element Golf Tourna-
ment fundraiser on September 17 at Highlands Golf Club. The money raised in this 
fundraiser helps to scholarship students to be able to attend Discovery weekend 
and summer mission opportunities. The money raised also helps to support our 
student ministry residents. If you are interested in playing, please email David Hayes 
dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com for more information. 

TAILGATE TENTS NEEDED, 9/7  – Element’s annual Tailgate Party is on Sunday 
night, September 7 from 6-8 PM in the small parking lot at Trinity. Our goal is to have 
35 tailgate tents set up with some incredible food. So we need your help!  What 
is your favorite tailgate food to prepare? We need you to choose just one item (ie, 
banana pudding, chips & salsa, hot dogs, etc) and make a lot of it. But we don’t just 
want the food we want YOU to set up a tailgate tent, decorate your tent and come 
hangout with us on Sunday night, September 7. Please sign up today at http://www.
signupgenius.com/go/10c0a49a9aa28a5fd0-tailgate1 .The more tents the better!!!

As always, if there is anything that we can be doing to better support your student, 
then please do not hesitate to ask. We WANT to be there for you and your child.

In Christ,
David Thompson
Student Pastor
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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Children’s Choirs
Begin Wednesday,

SEPTEMBER 10

Kids 3K-5th grade have a 
Wednesday night opportunity 

to enjoy choir and music.

1st-5th grades include 
rotating weekly activities 
such as drum class, Orff 

and recreation.

Music in

Contact Jodi Haskins 
at 879-1737.

Register Today!

LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE 
Weekly sermons from both traditional 

and Contact worship services are 
available on the church website at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/

worship/sermons/



REMEMBER OR HONOR A LOVED ONE
Would you like to remember or honor a loved one? You may donate $50 to Trin-
ity’s Altar Flower Fund and have this gift acknowledged in the Sunday church 
bulletin on ANY Sunday selected by the giver. Donations will be used to pur-
chase flowers throughout the year. The beautiful altar flower arrangements will 
be a blessing to those who worship at Trinity. 

You may also sponsor the weekly radio broadcast of the 8:45 AM service that 
airs Sundays at 9 AM on WAPI 1070. 
OPEN DATE FOR RADIO SPONSORSHIP IS SEPTEMBER 21.

For more information on altar flowers or radio sponsorship, contact Lisa Elliott 
in the church office at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com or 879-1737.
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Don’t forget your 
name tag...

on Sunday mornings or anytime you are 

attending or representing Trinity! This 

is a great way to provide hospitality to 

our guests, and to help us get to know 

one another better. If you don’t have a 

name tag, contact Marie Pasco at 

879-1737.

INTRO TO METHODISM
September 14, 21 & 28
Who is John Wesley? What do Methodists believe? 
New members, guests or new Christians are invited 
to learn about Methodist history, theology and 
practice. Led by Dr. Andy Wolfe on three Sundays 
in September (14, 21 & 28) at 10 AM in the Small 
Dining Room located on the 1st floor. 
Registration is not required. 
Questions? Contact Laura Eanes at 879-1737 or 
email leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.



CONGRATULATIONS
• to Ben and Donya Traylor on the birth of 
their son, Benjamin Stanley Traylor, on August 
14. Proud big sisters are Alyssa and Emma and 
proud big brother is Thad.
• to Al and Pat Berst on the birth of their great-
granddaughter, Ava Hawkins, on August 19. 
• to Patrick and Megan Werner on the birth of 
their daughter, Claire Campbell Werner, on 
August 20. Proud grandparents are Rob and  
Theresa McKibben.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
UAB:                                        Dr. Bob Kynerd

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - August 31 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various

11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL

6:00 PM NO Element/Youth

8:00 PM Men’s Basketball - GYM

Monday - September 1
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY, Office Closed
Tuesday - September 2
6:30 AM Element Prayer B’fast - Haven

8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various

10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS

11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR

3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM

5:30 PM Trustees Meeting - CONF

6:00 PM TCDC Orientation - WHALL

6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT

7:00 PM SPRC Meeting - CONF

Wednesday - September 3
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 315

6:00 PM Disciple Studies - various

6:00 PM Men’s Bible Studies - various

6:00 PM Boy Scouts - various

6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - MS

Thursday - September 4
8:00 AM Senior Exercise Class - FHALL 

3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & GYM

Friday - September 5
9:00-3:00 PM Lil’Lambs Sale - GYM

Saturday - September 6
9:00-12:00 PM Lil’Lambs Sale - GYM
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Trinity member and textile artist, Ruth Truett, has donated one of her pieces 
to the church. The piece called “Future’s Face” now hangs in the Elementary 
Commons area. Completed in 1984, this handwoven wall hanging is a posi-
tive, optimistic design to direct the viewer to an open, wholesome, hopeful 
view of the future. The strong colors and movement in the piece are intended 
to move one forward with energy and a smile. It is a fitting compliment to our 
first floor children’s area!

Wall Hanging Donated to Trinity by Member

Nursery Volunteers 
August 31

Mandy Rabren & Laura and Matt Feld 
To volunteer, please contact 

Barry Smith at 879-1737, or email
nurseryvolunteers@trinitybirmingham.com.

Or simply sign up in the nursery 
on Sunday!

A NOTE OF THANKS

Trinity Nursery Staff,
     Thank you so much for the loving care 
(and crackers!) you gave the girls this year. 
As a foster mom, seeing them love going 
to church gave me such peace and hope for 
their futures. I loved that all of the nursery 
staff knew the girls by name immediately, 
knew their personalities, and the girls were 
welcomed in and given a special goodbye 
each time. They loved going to church, and
I hope that seed that was planted will con-
tinue to grow.
 
Trinity Member and Foster Mom



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Sunday, September 14
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

This class is strongly suggested for visitors who are considering 
membership at Trinity. During this hour, prospective members and 
those interested will review the membership covenant one makes 

when joining the Trinity Family. Ask a Greeter to direct you!

Interested in joining Trinity? Join us...

Coffee with the Pastors
Sunday, September 7
10 AM • LARGE PARLOR

                                   This is a casual time for guests to meet the pas-
toral staff. During this hour, you will learn about the mission statement 
of the church as well as Trinity’s core values. This is also an excellent 
time to ask general questions and learn more about the church family.

CWP is held the first Sunday of the month at 10 AM in the Parlor.
PARKING NOTICE:  Trinity members and guests 
should NOT park in the All Saints’ lot near Oxmoor Rd. 
Also, please do not block the dumpsters or areas that are 
marked as NO PARKING zones. Note that the small park-
ing lot is reserved for handicapped, elderly and families with 
small children on Wednesday evenings and Sunday morn-
ings. Do not park in marked handicap spaces if you do 
not have an official handicap permit. Thank you.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Blake and Mary Scott Pearson
9 Bonita Drive, Homewood, AL 35209
The Pearsons joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Blake is a 
doctor at Norwood Clinic. They have three 
children, Samantha (9), Becca (7) and 
Blake (3).


