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The District, Trinity’s lay leader-
ship, and Pastors have been 

working to find a way forward for 
Trinity UMC together with 

Oakmont United Methodist Church 
to further the Kingdom of God here 

in Homewood. 

There will be two listening 
sessions to discuss how these two 
congregations can join in ministry. 

The first will be at Oakmont UMC 
on August 19 at 6 pm. 

The second will be at Trinity UMC
on August 26 at 6 pm. 

LISTENING SESSIONS
August 19 & 26

Won’t You Be My Neighbor? Venture 2015
Last week Trinity’s older elementary kids (grades 3rd-5th grade) enjoyed 3 fun nights 
at VENTURE. Music by Trey Hill, skits, games and mission projects made this summer’s
Venture an awesome experience. Thanks to those who served as leaders!

If you are interested in the 2016 Holy Land Tour 
that will be lead by our Pastors, Brian Erickson and 
Nathan Carden, you are ancouraged to attend an 
upcoming Info Meeting.

Holy Land Tour Information Meeting
Wednesday, September 2

6 PM in Wesley Hall

Holy Land
Classic

Join Rev. Brian Erickson & Rev. Nathan Carden

2016 Holy Land Tour 10 days 
February  1-10

Starting at

$3,998

www.eo.travel

For a brochure containing all trip 
details, please contact 

the church office, 879-1737.



Some of the best advice I’ve ever received was 
to find a hobby that involved fixing things, so 
that I would never be tempted to fix people.  
As a pastor, a husband, father, and bearer of 
mismatched chromosomes, I am tempted to 
think I know better than everyone around me, 
and that if they would just listen to me, I could 
straighten out all that is broken in their lives. I 
imagine I am not the only one who suffers from 
this uncanny gift for knowing everything.  

The truth is, people are complicated, and the 
struggles we face are never easily remedied.  
Machines, on the other hand, follow predictable 
patterns – they are built to do the thing they’ve 
been called to do, and as long as nothing stands 
in their way, they will faithfully carry out that 
function. My theology tells me that human be-
ings were likewise created to do one thing, but 
far more prone to do a million other things, and 
getting us back to our original programming is 
work reserved for Someone Else. In the vacuum 
left by not being able to fix people, I focus my 
Savior complex on hapless, inanimate objects. 

The cost of such good advice is that my life has 
been littered with junk. I appreciate new and 
shiny as much as the next guy, but what really 
gets me excited is broken down and hopeless.  
Sometimes people drive 1970s vehicles because 
they have to (because they live in the 1970s), 
which is really the only rational reason to do 
so. But if you are seeking broken things, stuff 
crafted before 1975 is a great place to start.  
Since we’ve been married, I have owned two 
International Scouts, a 1975 Apache Ramada, a 
1974 Argosy, a 1960 Airstream, and now a 1974 
Ford Bronco, fresh out of a nice gentleman’s 
yard in rural Kentucky. When we walked up to 
it, Henry proclaimed (where our Kentucky host 
could hear him, as could the neighborhood), 
“Dad, this is the one!”

The “one” hasn’t run in several years, sports a 
very patriotic custom paint job (via roller), and 
sees the steering wheel and brake pedal more as 
suggestions than commands. Like most things 
you discover in the “Thrifty Nickel,” it is a 
neighborhood association’s worst nightmare.  
And yet, in the eyes of my 11 year old son (and 
admittedly, his father), it is bursting with poten-
tial. We got that weary old engine cranked this 
past weekend for the first time in who-knows-
how-long, and if you had seen us celebrating in 
the driveway, you would have thought we had 
discovered a treasure.

Jesus tells us that whenever a sinner repents, 
whenever the lost are found again, whenever 
someone is welcomed home to the kingdom 
of God, there is great rejoicing in heaven. He 
doesn’t describe it in detail, but I imagine it is 
something like the foolish celebration of a father 
and son over resuscitated junk in their driveway, 
only a million-fold. God sees something worth-
while in us even when we cannot, and throws 
parties for what looks to all the world like a 
hopeless cause.

In the salvage yard of human souls, where there 
are lives whose miles have been less than kind, 
junkers holding on for dear life, and hopeless di-
sasters that seem destined never to see the road 
again, a King moves among the wreckage. He 
has no reason to be in such a place, but every 
time he finds another broken down project, you 
can hear him for miles: “Dad, this is the one!”

See you Sunday.
Brian 

 WELCOME  TO  TRINITY
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, 
Grow people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the 
world and Glorify Christ.

Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services 
in the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a 
variety of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring 
music from the CONTACT Band, children are 
encouraged to attend. 

Sunday School & Nursery:
• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. + 
• Nursery provided during all services

Contact Us:
• Church Office:  879-1737
• Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Brian Erickson Senior Minister

Nathan Carden Minister of Contact Worship 
                                and Young Adults

Suzanne Pruitt Minister of Christian Formation
 
Bobby Scales Minister of Pastoral Care

Reid Crotty Minister of Pastoral Care

David Thompson Minister of Family & Youth

Robert Sturdivant Minister of Students

AUGUST 9 - ATTENDANCE
1,418 • Total Worship Attendance
917 • Traditional  |  387 • Contact

114 • Nursery
831 •  Sunday School Attendance

SERMON 
Rev. Brian Erickson

•
MUSIC 

8:45 - Trinity Winds, Sanctuary Choir

11:00 - Trinity Winds, Trinity Singers,

Praise Alliance

•
MINISTER ON CALL

Bobby Scales, 746-4547

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 , 2015
8:45 & 11 AM  •  Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL

Rev. Garrett Harper

PERSONAL WORD



3

FALL 
STUDIES
Oh, taste & see that
the Lord is good!
There are three ways to register: 

1) Online @ trinitybirmingham.com

2) Complete the hard copy registration 
form that may be found in the main 
narthex and in this issue of Tidings

3) Sign up at registration tables in the 
narthexes on Sunday, August 16 and on 
Adult GROW Sunday, August 23
           

You are invited to
ADULT GROW SUNDAY

AUGUST 23, 9:45 - 11AM
3rd Floor Commons AreaIf you need help deciding on a short-term study for the fall, drop by the 3rd floor commons area near the Coffee Bar. This will be the last day (8/23) to register!

Accept the invitation to this mid-week feast. 
Gather as brothers and sisters, hungry for what 
only our Lord God  can provide.  

REGISTRATION DEADLINES:
• Sunday, August 16 – In-Depth Studies
• Sunday, August 23 – Short-Term Studies

Attention Rising 6th Graders
CONFIRMATION 2015-16 

is for You!

Confirmation is a time of spiritual exploration, us-
ing all of what the individual youth understands 
and has experienced in their faith up to this 
point. Parents have raised their youth in the faith 
thus far, and now it is the time where the student 
decides if they are ready to claim the name 
Christian for themselves.

Information letters went out in June. If you did 
not receive one, contact Amy Mezzell at
amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com. 
Our orientation dinner is August 23 at 5:00 PM in 
the Fellowship Hall. We must have at least one 
parent to attend with their youth. You will receive 
a packet of information with everything you will 
need to know. If you do not receive your RSVP 
card next week, please contact Amy. RSVP 
deadline is Wed., Aug 12.

As we are gearing up for fall I’d like to invite you to 
serve our children by leading a kids’ Sunday School 
class. In your spare time, please take a look at this 
video… https://vimeo.com/126421739
Our kiddos ARE worth it! Please give prayerful 
consideration to serving as a Sunday School teacher 
this school year.  

Our 3rd grade classes are full of volunteers and our 
Kindergarten and 5th grade teaching teams are only 
short one team member a grade (YAY!). We are cur-
rently praying for people to be called to serve in the 
following grades: 1st, 2nd and 4th grade

I hope you will jump in and join a teaching team. In 
doing so you will become one of those cornerstone 
adults for our children in the church. You won’t 
regret it.

With excitement and hope for the coming year,
Eleanor Christiansen
Director of Elementary Ministry
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com
879-1737

Consider Teaching 
Children’s Sunday School
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Save the date!Magic City Miracle 2015Sunday, September 27

As the new school year begins, there are a few important notes from 
Trinity Kids Ministry that we would like to pass along.

New Sunday School Classes!  
We have posted Sunday school class lists on the bulletin boards nearest 
your children’s rooms.  There will also be friendly faces with clipboards 
with master lists if you have trouble locating a list.  Please know that 
we do our best to create balanced class lists…and let’s face it, our kids 
are awesome so every class is an awesome class!

Check-In System!
Last Sunday began our high level of commitment to the new check in 
system. From now on, one of your first steps when you come in the 
building should be to check in your kiddos for Nursery/Castle Room 
during worship/Sunday School.  You may check all your kids in at the 
same time and from any computer (2 outside the Ark, 2 in the Elemen-
tary Hall, 2 in the Nursery).  

For the uninitiated here’s how it works:
1.  Type in your last name
2.  Select the name(s) of your child(ren)
3.  Select what Sunday School class they will be attending and any 
other care they will be receiving
4.  Hit continue on the touch screen and some fancy labels will pop out.  
One label is a nametag for your child and one is for the adult who will 
pick the kiddo up at the end of Sunday School. The label that says child 
tag goes on your child. The parent tag is to pick them up.
*note, if you are checking your child into the nursery you will also get 
a bag sticker.  

5.  Pick up: Present the parent tag to your child’s teacher to pick up your 
little one.  If you are unable to pick your child up, any person 13 and 
older with the corresponding sticker may pick up your child.  A friend, 
a grandparent, a youth age or older student… if they have the tag, the 
child will be released into their care.

THAT’S IT! I hope it will be a smooth transition for all of us!
If you try to check in and for some reason we don’t find your child’s 
name in the computer, just fill out the form at the welcome desk and 
we’ll get to the bottom of it that week so you can give it a go the fol-
lowing Sunday.  Please know that we’ve asked teachers to be diligent 
about checking to make sure every child has a nametag before they 
enter the classroom!  It is not their fault…it is mine :.  As always I’m 
open to your thoughts and concerns, knowing that we are all committed 
to keeping Trinity a safe and secure place for our youngest disciples.

Thank you for your help in making smooth
transitions for all of our Trinity Kids!

Eleanor Christiansen
Director of Elementary Ministry
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com
879-1737

A Note from Trinity Kids Ministry...

MISSION & OUTREACH
SPOTLIGHT:  Ministry With The Poor
Did you know that the North AL Conference envisions that every church in our conference 
will be engaged with a community of need? If you are interested in building effective minis-
tries with the poor, then the MINISTRY WITH THE POOR TRAINING EVENT may be for 
you! A Trinity group will go to Camp Sumatanga on Saturday, August 29 from 8:30-4:00 to 
participate and learn from leaders in the North AL Conference and from the Christian Com-
munity Development Association. The fee is $15 to attend. To learn more or sign up, visit: 
https://na-reg.brtapp.com/MinistrywiththePoorTrainingEvent. Please contact Kristan Walker 
at kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com if you plan to attend. 

Magic City Miracle 2015
This annual event involves 1,000’s of people (young and old) throughout Birmingham work-
ing together in service with their neighbors. The goal of Trinity’s involvement in Magic City 
Miracle is to inspire relationships and service that will go beyond one Sunday afternoon. This 
year we hope to specifically use this day as the beginning of an intentional commitment and 
extension of Trinity’s “Hey Neighbor” to the West End community (which is located near 
Princeton Hospital). We will be partnering with our friends at Urban Ministry and Church 
Without Walls to coordinate this effort. Please email Kristan Walker at kwalker@trinitybir-
mingham.com if you have a small group that is interested in getting involved. More updates 
to come soon...watch Tidings!

Questions about Trinity’s Mission 
and Outreach programs?
Please contact Kristan Walker
Director of Outreach Ministries 
kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com
879-1737
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student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here is what is happening at Element this week:

WIDE OPEN 2015! HIGH SCHOOL DISCOVERY, 8/15 & 16
THIS WEEKEND! We are so excited for this year’s High School Discovery Weekend. 
Registration will continue all week and does not close! H.S.D. is open for all high school 
students. For more information and for registration, go to www.highschooldiscovery.com. 
Student scholarships are available for any student in need!

ELEMENT CAFE BEGINS 8/18
Element Café begins NEXT TUESDAY, the 18th. Our after school ministry, Element 
Cafe, is open from 3:00 – 5:30 pm. All students (including new 6th graders) are 
welcome to hang out during this time. We ask for a $1 donation to help offset some of 
the cost, and we will be selling concessions during the afternoon (50 cents each). Every 
student will need to have a permission form filled out by Sept 1.

PRAYER BREAKFAST BEGINS 8/18
Prayer Breakfast kicks off next Tuesday, August 18 at 6:30 am in the Haven. All 
students are invited to join us for Chick-fil-a and a devotion on Tuesday morning. This is 
the perfect way to start a new day. The cost is just $3 for breakfast, and middle school 
students will walk to HMS following the breakfast.

ELEMENT TAILGATE PARTY, 8/30
Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 30 from 6-8 pm. We are so excited about 
our speaker and this event, so go ahead and mark your calendar. This year, we are 
honored to hear from Mike Lutzenkirchen, father of beloved former Auburn tight end 
Philip Lutzenkirchen, as he shares an important message for students and for parents. 
Here is a link to a short video that ESPN did about Lutzenkirchen http://espn.go.com/
video/clip?.

As always, please let us know if there is anything that we can do to partner with you 
in helping to raise your student in a relationship with Christ.  

David Thompson
Pastor of Youth and Family
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com

Youth choir & 
youth handbells

return on 
Sunday evening,
 August 23

Questions? Contact Jodi 
Haskins at 879.1737

ELEMENT GOLF TOURNAMENT SUCCESS
Our 2nd Annual Element Golf Tournament was a huge success.  

Thank you to all the parents, students and friends who partici-
pated and helped organize this year’s Golf Challenge! 

Clete Walker, John Burdeshaw, Jeff Talley and Frankie Cambre 
won this year’s tournament with an impressive 21 under par. 
However, one of our student teams gave them a run for their 

money! Coming in at 2nd at 20 under par was Sam Goldasich, 
Jack Goldasich and Adam Stewart. 

Again, thank you to all who made this year’s tournament an 
awesome success. The money raised at this event will go a long 

way to help our ministry reach more students for Jesus Christ.

Don’t forget your 
name tag...

on Sunday mornings or anytime you are 

attending or representing Trinity! This is 

a great way to provide hospitality to our 

guests, and to help us get to know one 

another better. If you don’t have a name tag, 

contact Marie Pasco at 879-1737.
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PACESETTERS
AUGUST 25 - PACESETTER LUNCH Resumes!
Pacesetters Lunch resumes on August 25 at 12:00 Noon in the Fellowship 
Hall with special speaker: J.P. Dice, Fox6 Meterologist. Call for reserva-
tions by Thursday, August 20.

SEPTEMBER 2 - ATLANTA BRAVES GAME
Take me out to the Ballgame! Join us for Atlanta Braves vs. 
Miami Marlins at Turner Field on Wednesday, September 2.
Leave Trinity at 8:00 AM CDT - First pitch is 11:10 AM CDT (12:10 EDT) 
Price: $25.00 per person, (includes ticket and transportation) Questions? 
Contact Rev. Reid Crotty at 879-1737.

For more info on any Senior Adult event, contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737 
or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

You are Invited
UMW Open House
Sunday, August 30

Please join the United Methodist Women (UMW) 
of Trinity for an Open House and Fall Kick-off 
on Sunday, August 30 from 9:45 am -11:00 am

in the Large Parlor. 

Stop by for light refreshments and learn more 
about fall activities and how you can plug into 

this mission-focused women’s ministry. 
 

The United Methodist Women are women of 
many generations, phases of life and talents who 

come together on a monthly basis for fun, 
fellowship and hands-on-mission work for 

women, youth and children. The UMW of Trinity 
put faith, hope and love in action.

EVERY 1ST SUNDAY of the Month
Meet the Pastors  |  Enjoy breakfast at 10 AM or lunch at Noon in a 
casual setting with the pastoral staff. Fellowship Hall
 
EVERY 2ND SUNDAY of the Month
Baptism  |   Enjoy a discussion to remember your baptism, learn about 
infant baptism, or explore adult profession of faith. 10 AM & 12 Noon, 
Fellowship Hall
 
EVERY 3RD SUNDAY of the Month
Methodism  |  Learn about the history, theology, and practices of the 
United Methodist Church. 10 AM & 12 Noon, Fellowship Hall
 
EVERY 4TH SUNDAY of the Month
Ministry  |  Hear from Staff and folks from various ministries on how 
to find your very own place of ministry at Trinity. 10 AM & 12 Noon, 
Fellowship Hall
 
EVERY 5TH SUNDAY of the Month
Tour  |  Join a Trinity member and others for an informational tour 
around the church campus. 10 AM & 12 Noon, Fellowship Hall
 
We would love for you to join us, contact Shelley at 879-1737 or
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com.

   Next
Steps

A new track for our
Guests and New Members 
held every Sunday at both 
10 AM and 12 Noon
in the Fellowship Hall.
Join us!

Homebound Communion Servers
On the second Sunday of each month, Trinity members 
gather to head out and serve communion to our home-
bound members. If you would like to join this group 
in serving in this rewarding and meaningful ministry, 
please contact Rev. Bobby Scales at 879-1737.

The next Sunday that the group will serve is 

Sunday, September 13
please meet in the Large Parlor 
at 12:30 PM for instructions and 
directions. This ministry is open to 
anyone – families, young adults, all 
are welcome to participate.

Adult and Children’s Handbell Choirs are 
gearing up for a great Fall! Now is the perfect 
time to join. If you are interested in joining 
an adult, youth, or children’s handbell choir, 
please contact Jodi Haskins at 879-1737 or 
jhaskins@trinitybirmingham.com.

Handbells, Interested?



IN MEMORIAM
We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Kristan and Jeremy Walker on the death of 
her cousin, Ben Wood-Lewis, on August 7.

As of August 9, 2015

GENERAL BUDGET:    

Month to date revenue - July                           $117,572

Monthly needs to date          $122,391

Balance/shortage                               $(4,819)

Capital Debt Retirement gifts this month              $3,823

Capital Debt Retirement gifts year to date         $93,371

Balance owed on building debt                $0.00

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Richie and Carrie Thayer on the baptism of 
their son, Samuel Link Thayer, on August 9.
• to Joseph and Liz Bolen on the baptism of their 
daughter, Rebecca Claire Bolen, on August 9.
• to Jeremy and Kimee Duck on the baptism of 
their daughter, Audrey Louise Duck, on August 9.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
ST. VINCENT’S EAST                      Jim Rice
TRINITY (MONTCLAIRE)      Harold Patton

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK

PLEASE NOTE:  Tidings publishes each week on 
Tuesday (except for the week of Christmas). The 
deadline for submitting information to be included is 
on Thursday, the week prior to the publish date. Please 
submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the 
printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed 
and mailed on Tuesday afternoon. Should you not 
receive your copy in a timely manner, please contact 
your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings 
is available each week on Tuesday at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings
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Sunday - August 16 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Next Steps - FHALL
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
12:00 PM Next Steps - FHALL
2:00 PM Discovery Closing - FHALL
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
8:00 PM Men Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - August 17

6:30 AM Trinity Men - SDR
Tuesday - August 18

6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Haven
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 

9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR

3:00 P M Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:30 PM     Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
Wednesday - August 19

8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 

9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 304
5:00 PM Contact Music Practice - WHALL
6:00 PM     Men’s Study - 310
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
6:00 PM Listening Session, Oakmont UMC

7:00 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - August 20

8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 

3:30 PM Element Cafe - Youth Area
6:00 PM Trinity Studio - CFT
6:00 PM Reasonable Faith - Rm. 219
Friday - August 21

8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 

Find us on Facebook • Trinity United Methodist Church, Homewood 

Follow us on Twitter • @TrinityBHM

Coming September 10
MOMentum is a group of women who will 
gather together to gain knowledge, share ideas, 
support each other, and seek God’s grace on the 
journey that is motherhood. Please join us as we 
tackle the issues that YOU are facing and enjoy 
fantastic speakers, discussion and fellowship.

The group will meet the second and fourth Thurs-
day of each month from 10-11:30 AM at Trinity 
UMC in Room 111. Childcare provided in the 
nursery at no cost to attendees.

Questions?
Sarah Paulk
(251)272-0171
spaulk1@gmail.com

www.trinitybirmingham.com/adults/studies-small-groups-2/
MOMentum is listed under On-Going Studies

Register online!

SEPTEMBER 10
Speaker: Rondie Wilks
Owner of
livingfitonline.com
Topic: Healthy lunches 
for kids & healthy 
living for busy moms!
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SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug 

in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. 
Log on to:  http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer 

NEW AT TRINITY THIS FALL
Find Help, Discover Hope, Experience Healing

WEDNESDAYS  6-7 PM

You are not the only one, and you don’t have to go through it alone. 
Whether it’s a surprise or it’s been long in its unraveling, divorce is 
one of life’s biggest transitions. You are invited to join us in a caring 
community of people gathering to encourage each other in a faith filled 
environment as  you experience the journey of divorce. 

This 12-week course will cover:
The Road to Healing, Forgiveness, Facing Different Emotions, 
Financial Survival, New Relationships and more.

Leader: Ryane Clayton M.MFT, MFTA 
Marriage and Family Therapy Associate

Begins September 16  |  Cost: $16

Questions? Contact Jessica Lane at jlane@trinitybirmingham.com
or call 879-1737.


