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Welcome 
BackSundae

August 9

10am

KIDS! Bring your backpacks 
  to worship

•
Meet your new Sunday  

  School Teachers at 10 AM
•

Sign up for Choirs
•

Enjoy Ice Cream Sundaes 
in the Gym

Don’t miss it!

Attention Rising 6th Graders
CONFIRMATION 2015-16 

is for You!

Confirmation is a time of spiritual exploration, 
using all of what the individual youth under-
stands and has experienced in their faith up to 
this point. Parents have raised their youth in 
the faith thus far, and now it is the time where 
the student decides if they are ready to claim 
the name Christian for themselves.

Information letters went out in June. If you did 
not receive one, contact Amy Mezzell at
amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com. 
Our orientation dinner is August 23 at 5:00 PM 
in the Fellowship Hall. We must have at least 
one parent to attend with their youth. You will 
receive a packet of information with everything 
you will need to know about. If you do not 
receive your RSVP card next week, please 
contact Amy. RSVP deadline is Wed., Aug 12.

The District, Trinity’s lay leadership, 
and Pastors have been working to 
find a way forward for Trinity to-
gether with Oakmont United Meth-
odist Church to further the Kingdom 
of God here in Homewood. 

There will be two listening sessions 
to discuss how these two congrega-
tions can join in ministry. The first 
will be at Oakmont UMC on August 
19 at 6 pm. The second will be at 
Trinity on August 26 at 6 pm. 

Both sessions are open to everyone.
See Brian’s Personal Word inside
for more...

LISTENING SESSIONS
August 19 & 26

FALL 
STUDIES
2015
See inside 
for a listing 
of studies
being offered!

Register now!



“I have become all things to all people, 
so that I might by any means save some. 

I do it all for the sake of the gospel, 
so that I may share in its blessings.”

1 Corinthians 9:22-23

Churches, like all living things, have a life 
cycle, and they tend to act their age. Young 
churches behave like children – energetic, quick 
to adapt, and sometimes a little unpredictable.  
That youthful energy, and the desire to grow, 
leads those congregations to do whatever is nec-
essary to thrive. As churches mature, their pat-
terns become more ingrained and established, 
and amazing ministry can take place when that 
youthful spirit is tempered by wisdom. But 
we’ve all known churches that let themselves 
slip from maturity into decline, where routine 
becomes more important than revival.

Trinity is one of those rare exceptions to the 
rule, in that the Holy Spirit has birthed renewal 
in this place several times in our history. Our 
history of ministry reflects both a wisdom as 
well as a willingness to adapt. From the first 
congregation in Southside to the women who 
reorganized the church in Edgewood, this 
church was born with a heart to do whatever the 
gospel required of them in that hour. But that 
blessing also brings responsibility.

I don’t need to tell you that the mainline church 
in America is losing ground.  Too many of our 
churches have settled for doing things the way 
they’ve always done them, and then wondered 
why their pews are empty, and their ministry 
is malfunctioning. This is a much larger issue 
than just shrinking or closing churches, it has 
had and will continue to have lasting effects on 
the very fabric of our cities and neighborhoods.  
The church is God’s instrument for the redemp-
tion of the world, and there is no Plan B. Our 
calling is to establish God’s kingdom on earth, 
for the sake of the gospel.

Since the day I found out I was coming to be 
your Senior Pastor, I have been praying about 
what you do with such a great church. Noth-
ing is broken here. Other churches would give 
anything to have even a fraction of our energy 
and vitality. It is certainly well within our rights 
as a healthy church to ignore what is happening 
to churches around us, and continue to enjoy 
the blessings that come with growth and energy.  
But I don’t think that would be faithful to the 
gospel, or to our larger mission as the Body 
of Christ.

Over the last year, the leadership of Trinity has 
been in conversations with the leadership of 
Oakmont UMC in West Homewood, as well 
as the District Superintendent. Together we 
have been dreaming of what it might mean 
for those two congregations to become one in 
ministry, with two campuses. While this has 
not happened within the bounds of our Confer-
ence (neither has a designate, for that matter), 
it has had amazing effects in other Methodist 
churches. Research suggests that churches that 
merge make more new disciples for Christ than 
new church plants or well-established churches.  
There is something about churches working 
together that makes both congregations stronger.  

We are inviting the two congregations to have 
some conversation about what this might look 
like over the next few weeks. Our first meet-
ing will be at Oakmont UMC, on Wednesday, 
August 19 at 6 pm. The second meeting will be 
at Trinity a week later, at 6 pm on Wednesday, 
August 26. I hope you will try and attend at 
least one of these conversations as we prayer-
fully discuss where the Spirit is leading us.

See you Sunday.
Brian

 WELCOME  TO  TRINITY
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, 
Grow people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the 
world and Glorify Christ.

Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services 
in the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a 
variety of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring 
music from the CONTACT Band, children are 
encouraged to attend. 

Sunday School & Nursery:
• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. + 
• Nursery provided during all services

Contact Us:

• Church Office:  879-1737
• Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Brian Erickson Senior Minister

Nathan Carden Minister of Contact Worship 
                                and Young Adults

Suzanne Pruitt Minister of Christian Formation
 
Bobby Scales Minister of Pastoral Care

Reid Crotty Minister of Pastoral Care

David Thompson Minister of Family & Youth

Robert Sturdivant Minister of Students

AUGUST 2 - ATTENDANCE
1,148 • Total Worship Attendance
723 • Traditional  |  346 • Contact

79 • Nursery
601 •  Sunday School Attendance

SERMON 
Rev. Brian Erickson

•
MUSIC 

8:45 - Men’s Chorus, Dixieland Band

11 AM - Sanctuary Choir, Dixieland Band

•
MINISTER ON CALL
Reid Crotty – 305-1591

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9 , 2015
8:45 & 11 AM  •  Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL

Rev. David Thompson

PERSONAL WORD



You are an honored guest at The LORD’s banquet.  
You treat me to a feast, while my enemies watch. 
You honor me as your guest, and you fill my cup 
until it overflows.  –  Psalm 23:5  (CEV)

FALL 
STUDIES
2015

Oh, taste & see that the Lord is good!

There are three ways to register: 

1) Online @ trinitybirmingham.com

2) Complete the hard copy registration 
form that may be found in the main 
narthex and in this issue of Tidings

3) Sign up at registration tables in the 
narthexes on Sunday, August 9, 
Sunday, August 16 and on 
Adult GROW Sunday, August 23
           

Accept the invitation to this mid-week feast. 
Gather as brothers and sisters, hungry for what 
only our Lord God  can provide.  

“Jesus said: I am the bread that gives life! 
No one who comes to me will ever be hungry. 
No one who has faith in me will ever be thirsty.”  
John 6:35  (CEV)  

On the following pages, you will find a full list-
ing of studies being offered along with complete 
details on each class, including fees and start 
dates. To see this listing, you may also visit: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/adults/
studies-small-groups/

REGISTRATION DEADLINES:
• Sunday, August 16 – In-Depth Studies
• Sunday, August 23 – Short-Term Studies

Small Group Studies Register Today!

You are invited to
ADULT GROW SUNDAY

AUGUST 23, 9:45 - 11AM
3rd Floor Commons AreaIf you need help deciding on a short-term study for the fall, drop by the 3rd floor commons area near the Coffee Bar. This will be the last day (8/23) to register!
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IN-DEPTH STUDIES
REGISTRATION DEADLINE  •  AUGUST 16

DISCIPLE 1: NEW! Fast Track Curriculum
This 24-week study is a new spin on our most highly recommend-
ed Bible Study. This course takes you from creation to the new 
Jerusalem.  Twelve weeks are spent in the Old Testament in the 
Fall and 12 weeks in the New Testament in the Spring. The course 
includes individual study time, honest class discussion, excellent 
video segments featuring Bishop Wilke and builds strong Chris-
tian fellowship among the participants.                     
• WED. 6-7:15 PM, Leaders: Eric & Lissa Peterson
Begins August 26.  Cost $40.  Minimum 12                                                                                    
• SUN. 6-7:15 PM, Leader: Shannon Stevens  
Begins August 23.  Cost $40.  Minimum 12

     “I think it is an excellent course for both beginners to Bible study, 
     as well as “seasoned” Christians. I learned so much, and saw new 
     aspects/understanding, even though I have read the Bible throughout 
     most of my life.”  – Recent Disciple 1 Graduate

CHRISTIAN BELIEVER: Knowing God with Heart and Mind 
The Christian Believer program focuses on classical teach-
ings of the Christian faith—presenting, explaining, and 
interpreting them in a way that participants can under-
stand, through the use of words, symbols, and hymns. 
Over a 30-week period, participants will examine the 
writings of ancient and modern Christian commentators 
and view video presentations by leading Biblical scholars.                                                                                                                                        
• WED. 6-8 PM, Leader: Mack Chapman  
Begins August. 26.  Cost  $44.  Minimum 12

COVENANT: Creating, Living, Trusting
Focuses on the enduring covenant between God and people 
as a unifying pattern throughout the entire Bible.  As such, it 
underscores the unique relationship that God choose with us 
as His people.  In three separate 8-week sessions, this course 
provides an exciting opportunity to better understand God’s call, 
His love and His unexpected favor. The video sessions include 
the conversations and understanding of scholars, and no less 
valued are the insights into scripture shared by class members.                                                                                                                                         
• THURS. 9:15-11:15 AM, Leaders: Al Berst & Carolyn Johnson
Begins August 27.  Cost $50.  Minimum 12

Gather with expectancy to this mid-week feast 
with your brothers and sisters in Christ, 
hungering to become a well-fed Disciple 

through Small Group study and accountability.

SHORT-TERM STUDIES
REGISTRATION DEADLINE  •  AUGUST 23

• PARENTING
BECOMING THE PARENT GOD WANTS YOU TO BE 
by Dr. Kevin Leman – 12 weeks
This study will empower you with a realistic approach to parent-
ing, giving you the skills you need to raise your kids in the real 
world.  You will explore: how birth order affects your family, the 
difference healthy authority can make, how “Reality Discipline” can 
work with your kids, why children misbehave and what to do about 
it, the power of parenting with love and limits, plus much more!                                                                                                                                           
• WED. 6-7 PM, Leader: Sue Grogan 
Begins September 16.  Cost $14

MY TODDLER TALKS by Kimberly Scanlon – 6 weeks
Are you concerned your 2nd or 3rd child is not talking as much as your 
first-born? Is he growing increasingly annoyed because he can’t tell 
you his wants and needs?  Learn how to model and elicit language in a 
fun, straightforward and practical manner as this study shows you how 
to engage your toddler with play activities and EVERYDAY routines 
that stimulate speech while having fun.
• WED. 6-7 PM, Leader: Kameron Carden  
Begins September 16.  Cost $20

• PRAYER
A BEAD AND A PRAYER by Kristen E. Vincent 
A Beginner’s Guide to Protestant Prayer Beads –  5 weeks
This study engages our God-given senses of touch and sight to
coax prayer from the head deep into the heart. Each week’s les-
son contains: a scripture passage, a weekly reading, a prayer 
bead experience & reflection questions.  During the first week 
of class, participants will be guided through customizing their 
own set of Protestant prayer beads.  This is an outstanding 
course for anyone on an intentional prayer journey with God.                                                                                                                                             
• WED. 6-7 PM, Leader: Ingrid Kellen
Begins September 16.  Cost $12

• TRANSITIONS  
DIVORCECARE  Find Help, Discover Hope, Experience Healing
 – 12 weeks  BRAND NEW @ TRINITY!  
You are not the only one, and you don’t have to go through it alone. 
Whether it’s a surprise or it’s been long in its unraveling, divorce is 
one of life’s biggest transitions. You are invited to join us in a caring 
community of people gathering to encourage each other in a faith filled 
environment as  you experience the journey of divorce. 
       This course will cover topics including:

The Road to Healing, Facing Different Emotions, New 
Relationships, Forgiveness, Financial Survival, and more.
• WED. 6-7 PM, Leader: Ryane Clayton M.MFT, MFTA 
Marriage and Family Therapy Associate
Begins September 16.  Cost: $16

Oh, taste & see that the Lord is good!FALL STUDIES



• COMPARATIVE RELIGION
INSIGHT INTO ISLAM 
FaithLink by Dave Barnhart and Rebekah Jordan Gienapp – 8 weeks  
This course will cover: an overview of Islam, its misconceptions & the 
fears associated with it, common ancestors of Muslims, Jews & Chris-
tians, similarities & differences between Jesus & Muhammad and the 
history of Jihad. Course materials will also include: selected readings 
from the Koran, the study of key Arabic terms and excerpts from Paul 
and Me.  This journey will encourage us to communicate with our Mus-
lim neighbors and equip us to hold a peaceful and productive dialogue.                                                                                                                                        
• WED. 6-7 PM, Leader: Karim Shamsi-Basha, author of Paul and Me, 
A Journey to and from the Damascus Road from Islam to Christ  
Begins September 16.  Cost $5

• WOMEN
GIDEON by Priscilla Shirer – 8 weeks
In what ways do you feel insufficient? Those places create the greatest op-
portunity to experience the sufficiency of God.  Gideon’s story is  about 
us: our lives, our doubts, our struggles, and our possibilities as believ-
ers. From a state of fear, weakness, and insecurity, Gideon emerged as Is-
rael’s hero, filled with God’s presence and His passion for deliverance. This 
study will encourage you to recognize your weakness as the key that the 
Lord gives you to unlock the full experience of His strength in your life.                                                                                                                                            
• WED. 6-7 PM, Leader: Cel Bailey   
Begins September 16.  Cost $20                                                                     
• THURS. 9:15-10:15AM, Leaders: Connie McCallum & Tricia Harper  
Begins September 17.  Cost $20                                                                         

• WESLEYAN
REVIVAL  Faith as Wesley Lived It by Adam Hamilton – 6 weeks
Prepare to be transformed.  This study connects John Wesley’s contribution 
in 18th-century England with his legacy for 21st-century America, bring-
ing lessons from Wesley’s life and ministry to bear on discipleship today.  
John Wesley’s message and his faith call for a revival of our hearts and souls 
so that our world might be changed. Take a six-week journey to England, 
through Wesley’s land, life, ministry and teachings.  Wesley’s story is our 
story, defining our faith and challenging us to rediscover our spiritual passion.                                                                                                                                         
• WED. 6-7 PM, Leader: Reverend Nathan Carden  
Begins September 16.  Cost $11

• SOCIAL JUSTICE
TATTOOS ON THE HEART by Gregory Boyle – 9 weeks
What could God accomplish here in Birmingham through a Boundless 
Compassion in each of us?  This course teaches us how full our lives could 
be if we could find the joy in loving others and in being loved uncondition-
ally, by taking us into what God is doing through Homeboy Ministries in 
the gang capital of the world.  The author distills his experience working in 
the ghetto into a breathtaking series of parables inspired by faith. These es-
says about universal kinship and redemption will empower us to act with 
unconditional love and to begin fighting despair right here in Birmingham.                                                                                                                    
• WED. 6-7 PM, Leader: Kristan Walker  
Begins September 16.  Cost $12

ON-GOING STUDIES

REV. BRIAN ERICKSON’S BIBLE STUDY
This class will maintain a come-as-you-are format, 
and all are welcome.  There will be no homework, 
but Brian will have notes and handouts to enhance 
his journey through the Bible. This is a great class for 
visitors and those who are able and unable to commit 
to every Wednesday night, but desire to be spiritually 
fed mid-week when schedules allow.                                                               
• WED. 6-7 PM, Leader: Rev. Brian Erickson
Begins September 16.  No Cost

MOMentum  New this Fall!
MOMentum is a group of women who will gather 
together to gain knowledge, share ideas, support 
each other and seek God’s grace on the journey of 
motherhood.  Twice monthly they will gather to hear 
a speaker and connect through discussion and prayer.
• 2nd & 4th THURS. 10-11:30 AM
Leader: Sarah Paulk  
Begins September 10.  No Cost

REGISTER
TODAY...

There are three ways to register: 

1) Online @ trinitybirmingham.com

2) Complete the hard copy registration 
form that may be found in the main 
narthex and in this issue of Tidings

3) Sign up at registration tables in the 
narthexes on Sunday, August 9, 
Sunday, August 16 and on 
Adult GROW Sunday, August 23

QUESTIONS?
Contact Jessica Lane at 879-1737 or
jlane@trinitybirmingham.com.

Do not leave this feast the same way you came to it.  
My people, you will eat until you are satisfied. Then you will praise
 me for the wonderful things I have done. Never again will you be 
put to shame.  – Joel 2:26  (CEV) 





As of July 31, 2015

GENERAL BUDGET:    

Month to date revenue - July                           $231,175

Monthly needs to date          $310,226

Balance/shortage                             $(79,051)

Capital Debt Retirement gifts this month            $18,827

Capital Debt Retirement gifts year to date         $89,548

Balance owed on building debt                $0.00

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Ashley and Mary Michael Neese on the 
birth of their son, Lawson Raines Neese, on 
July 28. Proud siblings are Landon, Lucy and 
Lynlee Neese.
• to Vicki and Patrick Shinick on the birth of their 
son, Jake Patrick Shinick, on July 30. Proud big 
sister is Sarah Michelle Shinick.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
ST. VINCENT’S                           Hubert Snow
ST. VINCENT’S EAST                      Jim Rice

 

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
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Sunday - August 9 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM Next Steps - FHALL & SDR
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
12:00 PM Next Steps - FHALL & SDR
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
8:00 PM Men Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - August 10

5:30 PM Finance Meeting - SDR
6:15 PM Admin. Board Dinner - FHALL
7:00 PM Admin. Board Mtg. - WHALL
Tuesday - August 11

8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 

9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR

6:30 PM     Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
Wednesday - August 12

8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 

9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 304
5:00 PM Contact Music Practice - WHALL
6:00 PM     Men’s Study - 310
6:00 PM Small Group Studies - various
6:00 PM Venture - FHALL & GYM
7:00 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - August 13

8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 

3:30 PM Element Cafe - Youth Area
6:00 PM Trinity Studio - CFT
Friday - August 14

8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various 

UMW Open House • Sunday, August 30
Watch Tidings for more info coming soon!

NEXT STEPS is here! 
A new track for Trinity’s Guests and New Members will be held at both 
10 AM and Noon every Sunday.  
 
Every 1st Sun of the Month:  Meet the Pastors | Enjoy breakfast at 
10 AM or lunch at Noon in a casual setting with the pastoral staff.
 
Every 2nd Sunday of the Month:  Baptism | Join a discussion to 
remember your baptism, learn about infant baptism, or explore adult 
profession of faith. 10 AM & 12 Noon, Small Dining Room
 
Every 3rd Sunday of the Month:  Methodism | Participate in a class-
room style format to learn the basics of the United Methodist Church. 
10 AM & 12 Noon, Small Dining Room
 
Every 4th Sunday of the Month:  Ministry | Hear from various minis-
tries on how to find your very own place of ministry at Trinity.
 
Every 5th Sunday of the Month:  Tour | Join a Trinity member for an 
informational tour around the church campus. 10 AM & 12 Noon
 
We would love for you to join us, contact Shelley at 
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com.

Save the date!Magic City Miracle 2015Sunday, September 27

New Sunday School Class
for Baby Boomers!

First meeting is this
Sunday, August 9 10 AM

Room 325



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug 

in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. 
Log on to:  http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Garrett and Abbey Langer
1033 Cahaba River Parc, Birmingham 35243
The Langers joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist church. They are both teachers.

Linda Hooper
836 Dorons Avenue, Gardendale 35071
Linda joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist church. Linda is a nurse at St. Vincent’s. 
She is married to Rev. Jerry Hooper who is a retired 
UMC Pastor. 

NOW AVAILABLE on ITUNES
Hear both Traditional and Contact sermons each week

Search: Trinity United Methodist Church - Birmingham, AL


