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You are invited...

Thursday, May 7

7-8 PM in the Sanctuary
Make plans to join us for a fun-filled variety show in honor of Andy and Dawn Wolfe’s retirements.
“Andy & Dawn Wolfe Retirement: Nice Work If You Can Get It” will include original music, as well
as skits in honor of Andy and Dawn. The one hour event will be followed by dessert and coffee
served in the 2nd floor commons area. All are invited. Nursery is available by reservation only
for children 5 years and younger, by emailing bsmith@trinitybirmingham.com.

Trinity Children’s Choirs
will perform their
Spring Music Event...
“What’s Up, Zak?”

This Sunday,
April 26 at 4pm
Sanctuary

Preschool Choirs will
perform April 29 at 6pm

Baby Recognition
Sunday
On Sunday, April 19, Trinity
honored all of the babies (and
their families) who have been
born during the past year.
The group gathered for special
recognition during the 8:45 AM
worship services, then
they enjoyed brunch together
in the Fellowship Hall.

PERSONAL WORD
SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2015
8:45 & 11 AM • Sanctuary
The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays
on WAPI-1070 AM.

SERMON
Rev. Brian Erickson
Sermon Series: “Taboo”
•
MUSIC
8:45 AM - Sanctuary Choir, Men’s Quartet,
William A. Gardner Handbell Choir
11:00 AM - Praise Alliance, Men’s Quartet,
William A. Gardner Handbell Choir
•
MINISTER ON CALL
Brian Erickson, 410-8583

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden
Sermon Series: “Taboo”
APRIL 19 - ATTENDANCE
1,517 • Total Worship Attendance
931 • Traditional | 586 • Contact
741 • Sunday School Attendance

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the
first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians 1:3-4
For most of his career, Paul carries out his ministry from a distance. This is one of
the reasons he writes so many letters. Through correspondence and messengers, he
tends to a flock that is spread across hundreds of miles, and dealing with very different struggles. But even from a great distance, Paul shows the tenderness of a great
pastor. He does not take people for granted, and for every word of correction, there
are five words of grace. As he writes to the Philippians, he makes it clear that he cannot think of them without being overwhelmed by gratitude. And he trusts that even
when his work is undone, and beyond the scope of his abilities to complete, God will
find a way to see it through.
In our day-to-day living, the routine can make gratitude difficult to come by, especially when it comes to other people. If gratitude is the goal, “take-for-granted” is
the more common result. The human spirit has a way of settling into cruise control
with holy and wondrous things, so that we tend to notice only what is lacking, while
ignoring the ever-flowing stream of abundance in which we swim. But then there
are the sacred moments that give us pause, and our eyes are opened again to what
matters. There are occasions that slow us down enough to try and count those innumerable blessings, and those blessed people that make life a blessing.
For the last 18 years, Andy and Dawn Wolfe have been a blessing to Trinity United
Methodist Church. They are part of the DNA of this place. Even for those of you that
have been a part of this congregation from long before the Wolfe family arrived, I
imagine it is hard to conceive of a Trinity without them. And for all the public success that their ministry has accomplished, for all the sermons and the stewardship
campaigns and the statistical growth, there are even more hours of unseen care – late
night prayers, holding hands with the grieving, holding in confidence the hurts and
the hopes of a church family.
Since I arrived last summer, I knew the day was coming when Andy would officially
retire, but that does not make it any easier to believe that June is looming. Andy
and Dawn have become dear friends to the Erickson family, and these past several
months have been steeped in the stuff that makes for gratitude – honest conversation, lots of laughter, and the joy that comes when friendships are birthed out of
Christ’s love. There is no filling the shoes that Andy leaves, but I’ve come to realize
that’s not my job – my calling is to allow Christ to work in me just as Andy allowed
Christ to work in him, trusting that through us (or in spite of us), it is the Lord who

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – CONTACT – a relaxed,
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music
from the CONTACT Band, children are encouraged to attend.

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions
and learn more about the core values and mission
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Membership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students
• Church Office: 879-1737 / Fax: 868-9714
• Care Line: 868-9709
• Child Development Center: 879-1749

PERSONAL WORD Continued
will bring this calling to its completion. We are all in this
together, and that is just another reason to give thanks.
Between now and Andy’s last Sunday in the pulpit on June
7, there are two important opportunities for us to celebrate
the Wolfe family and what they mean to Trinity. They are
detailed in this issue of the Tidings, and I hope to see all
of you there on May 7 and 31 as we give thanks to God
for the holy blessing of Andy and Dawn. I also hope that
you will be in prayer for them through this transition. My
guess is that, like a certain letter-writing apostle, you’ll
find yourself uttering those holy words of gratitude before
God: “Thank you.”
See you Sunday,
Brian

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN SUNDAY

April 26
The history of United Methodist Women goes
back to 1869 when eight women in Boston formed
the Women’s Foreign Missionary Society to meet
the needs of women and children. The heritage of
organized groups of women focusing on mission
and societal betterment is nearly as old as Methodism itself. Locally, Trinity UMW dates from
1926 when the church moved to Homewood from
Birmingham’s Southside. UMW members were
instrumental in bringing that move about and in
sustaining the new Trinity in Homewood during the
days of the Great Depression. From 1940 to 1972,
the group was known as the Women’s Society of
Christian Service (WSCS) and the Wesley Service
Guild. For the past 43 years, it has simply been
United Methodist Women.
The purpose of the UMW remains essentially the
same as it was over 100 years ago. “The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a
community of women whose purpose is to know
God and to experience freedom as whole persons
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of
mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.” We seek to open and extend
our UMW circles to other circles at Trinity, in our
community, and in the world beyond Birmingham,
where we can serve as God’s hands and feet.
UMW members embrace the opportunity to serve
in different aspects of Trinity worship this Sunday,
April 26 as we celebrate United Methodist Women.
•••

A CELEBRATION BRUNCH
will be held at 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall.
If you are interested in learning more about
UMW, please join us for the brunch.
•••
If you have questions,
or if you would like
more UMW info,
contact Cel Bailey at
937-1505 or email
umwpresident@
trinitybirmingham.com.

Questions? Contact Neill Jones at tneilljones@gmail.com.

3

Support Trinity’s United Methodist Women missions

BELK Charity Day Sale
Saturday, May 2

TICKETS ARE $5 and available from any
UMW member or in the church office.
GET THIS: Purchasing a $5 ticket from a Trinity
UMW member will save you, the buyer, $5 on your
1st Belk purchase – and the $5 cost of ticket is used
by UMW for the charities that we are supporting this
year. This means YOU get your money back at the
sale AND our UMW gets to keep all the ticket sale
money! Tickets may be used at any Belk store.

Trinity Singles – Baron’s Night April 24

Trinity Singles is a group of Trinity members and friends who get together on a monthly basis.
We range in age from late thirties to mid-sixties. We are going to the Baron’s baseball game
on Friday, April 24. Tickets are $7. You are welcome to bring a friend, children, grandchildren,
teenagers, or anyone else who would like to join us for the game and the fireworks.
Please RSVP as soon as you can, to Susan Wiedeman at wiedemans@bellsouth.net.
Upcoming MAY Events:
• GROUP HIKE on Saturday, May 9. The hike will last approximately 4 hours and will be at a
trail that is within 30-45 minutes of Birmingham.
• COOKOUT in Homewood in late May.
Email Susan Wiedeman at wiedemans@bellsouth to RSVP or for more details.
Watch Tidings for other upcoming Trinity Singles events!

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall
$20.00 Family Maximum (or)
- $6.00 per adult
- $3.00 per child (9 and under)
- $5.00 per senior adult
- $5.00 Salad Bar option

menu april 22

(last dinner of semester)

ADULTS: Baked ham, potato salad, baked

beans, deviled eggs, roll, cookie
KIDS: Same as adults

The last Wednesday Supper of
this semester will be April 22!
Make a reservation online at

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Boy Scout Troop 97

GARAGE
SALE

VBS is July 13-16
Register online now!

www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/summer-programs

TRINITY STUDIO - Open Thursdays, 6 pm

Trinity has opened the doors of the old Craft Room and will continue to have open
paint/sketch nights on Thursdays from 6-8PM. Bring your own materials (all mediums welcome!), bring a friend, and the fellowship and creative inspiration will be
provided for free! All artists or soon-to-be-artists are welcome.
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Pancake Breakfast &
Silent Auction

Saturday, May 9

7 AM - 12 Noon, GYM
Sale Open to the Public!

Pancakes $7
$7 at the door, $6 in advance
(Kids under 5 free)

Garage Sale & Auction Items Needed!
Contact Bert Allen at 540-5343 or
bertjudy@hotmail.com.

UMW Plant Sale!
The UMW Plant Sale will be held in the
Small Dining Room during the Garage Sale
and Pancake Breakfast. Come by and pick
up a plant just in time for Mother’s Day.

student ministry

weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here are a few things happening this week:
HOOTENANNY, 4/26 - This Sunday is our annual Hootenanny! Please encour-

age your student to join us for this year’s last REACH night. Not only is it going to
be a great night filled with a Mechanical Bull, chicken dropping contest, noodling,
and toilet seat horse shoes, but it will also be the last night for our intern ChandlerGrace Terry. We will be sending her off with a bang on this super fun night! Trust us
when we say your student will NOT WANT TO MISS THIS! The Hootenanny is from
6-8 PM and costs $3 at the door. Please encourage your student to invite a friend!

A MEAL & A DEAL FUNDRAISER, SUCCESS! - A Meal & A Deal Fund-

raiser was a huge success! A HUGE THANK YOU to all the parents, volunteers and
especially to Ryane Clayton and Tori Tenniswood on a fabulous fundraiser. We were
able to raise close to $16,000 for youth missions!!! Thank you again to all those
who worked so hard, donated and decorated to make this night a success.

DAVID HAYES ANNOUNCEMENT – We are sad to have to announce that

David Hayes will be leaving our youth staff beginning May 17. David has decided to
take a job in medical sales but will still be one of our active youth volunteers. While
we hate to lose David from our ministry team, we are thankful for the three amazing years we had with him. You will have an opportunity to tell David thank you on
Sunday Night, May 17 from 8:00 – 8:45 PM (following Senior SNL).

ELEMENT CAFE - Element Cafe is this week on Tuesday and Thursday from

3-5:30 PM. We are selling SNO-CONES during the month of April for only 50 cents!
This is a wonderful alternative to going home and being bored. Come hang out with
us, grab a snack, play some games and hang out with our staff and friends.
All candy, chips and drinks are only 50 cents! We hope your student will join us.

High School Graduation

SENIOR RECOGNITION
•••

Sunday, May 17
8:45 AM Traditional Worship
10:00 AM Celebration Brunch
Student Ministries and the Committee on
Higher Education will host High School
Graduate Recognition Sunday on May 17.
We invite High School graduates and their
families to the 8:45 AM traditional service
that day, where the class will sit together
and be recognized during the service.
Following the service, graduates and their
families are invited to a complimentary
Celebration Brunch in the
Fellowship Hall at 10:00 AM.
If you plan to participate, please RSVP by
May 6 to Amy Mezzell at 879-1737 or
amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com.
Please include how many people will be
attending the brunch.
ALSO! Please provide two pictures of
your student. One baby picture and one
of senior portrait are needed for use in the
service. Email pictures by May 6 to Amy at
amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com or deliver
pictures to the church office.

BARON’S GAME, Element Family Night - Sunday afternoon, May 3 is

Element family night at the Baron’s game. We would love for you and your student
to join us at Regions park at 3 pm to watch the Birmingham Barons play. This is a
family night so we want parents and siblings to join us too! Tickets are just $5!

ARM Middle School Mission Trip - We STILL need 1 more adult volunteer
for our ARM mission trip! If you are willing to be an adult leader on ARM please
email David Hayes at dhayes@trinitybirmingham.com

Service Over Self (SOS) - Our high school mission trip is July 5-11 (still space
available for students). We are also now looking for adult leaders! If you are interested either as a student or an adult leader, please go to
http://elementstudentministry.com/sos/ or email rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.
As always, if there is anything that we can do better to reach your student, please
let us know. Remember, we want to partner with you in helping your student grow
in their relationship with Christ.
David Thompson
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com

Don’t forget your
name tag...
on Sunday mornings or anytime you are
attending or representing Trinity! This is
a great way to provide hospitality to our
guests, and to help us get to know one
another better. If you don’t have a name tag,
contact Marie Pasco at 879-1737.
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MISSION & OUTREACH
PANAMA TRIP - July 25 - August 2
If you are interested in joining a mission team of
Trinity members to travel to Panama in July, please
contact Julie Adams, International Mission Coordinator, at 879-1737 or email jadams@trinitybirmingham.com. The trip deadline has been extended, call Julie for more details asap.

Meals on Wheels Help Needed
Meals on Wheels of Homewood currently has a
route open for the 3rd Wednesday of the month. If
you are interested in joining this rewarding ministry, please call Judy Keenum, 835-4487.

New! Weekenders Backpack Ministry

PACESETTERS
APRIL 28 - PACESETTER LUNCH
This month’s Pacesetter Lunch (April 28) will feature Dr. Jacqueline LearyWarsaw, professor of music at Birmingham Southern College.
Dr. Leary-Warsaw, soprano, has been heard in opera, oratorio, solo and chamber recitals throughout the U.S., and other countries. Jackie is best known to audiences around the world as the host of the popular television series In Concert
on EWTN network. Lunch is served at 12:00 PM,
followed by our program. Cost is $6.

To donate to this new ministry, you may place your
check in the offering plate on Sundays, or you may
return it to the church office. (Make checks payable
to Trinity UMC, and marked Weekenders Backpack Program.)

MAY 6 - Lake Martin Garden Tour

For more information, please log on to:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/event/

On Wednesday, May 6, we will tour the JIM SCOTT GARDEN AT LAKE
MARTIN. On the banks of Lake Martin rests Jim Scott’s garden. It’s like none
you’ve ever experienced. His 12 + year creation is a labyrinth of interesting
trails, meandering streams, waterfalls, ponds and pools. Elevated walkways
through the tree canopy provide visitors with a wider perspective on the plantings below. We will have a guided tour, a picnic lunch in this lovely setting and
additional time to stroll and look some more after lunch. Cost of $25 includes
lunch and transportation. Depart Trinity at 7:30 AM. (Rest stop and snack on
the return trip.)

MAY 27 - Tuscaloosa Museum of Art
On Wednesday, May 27 we will visit the Tuscaloosa Museum of Art. We will
enjoy a docent led tour of this extensive collection of American Art, followed by
lunch at a favorite Tuscaloosa restaurant. The museum displays approximately
1,000 works of fine and decorative arts. The collection was amassed by Jack Warner, over several decades, as investments for Gulf States Paper, now the Westervelt
Company. Considered to be one of the greatest private collections of American
Art, it is truly a treasure within the community.
For more info on any Senior Adult event, contact Amy Lewis at 879-1737 or
alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.
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Would you like to be a part of this team? Email
Trinity’s Director of Outreach Ministries, Kristan
Walker, kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com. Please
indicate the capacity of service in which you are interested. We will kick off this neighborhood-loving
ministry this fall and can’t wait to see what changes
this brings in our community and in us.

weekenders-backpack-program/

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - April 26
8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Acolyte Training - SANC
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
10:00 AM UMW Brunch - FHALL
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
4:00 PM Children’s Program - SANC
4:00 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS
6:00 PM Element “Hootenanny”- GYM
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
8:00 PM Men’s Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - April 27
6:30 AM Trinity Men - SDR
6:00 PM TCDC Board Meeting - CONF
Tuesday - April 28
6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Youth Cafe
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
CFT
FSR
CONF
SANC
FHALL

Craft Room–143
Fireside Room–145
Conference Room–220
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

LIB
NAT
LP
SP
HAVEN

9:00 AM Trinity Studio - CFT
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS
11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
12:00 PM Pacesetter Lunch - FHALL
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
Wednesday - April 29
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 304
4:30 PM NO Wednesday Supper
6:00 PM Preschool Program - SANC
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
7:00 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - April 30
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
9:15 AM Adult Studies - various
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:00 PM Trinity Studio - CFT
Friday - May 1
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL

Library–218
Not at Trinity
Large Parlor
Small Parlor–105
Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL
MS
WHALL
SDR
FLC

Mouat Chapel
Music Suite–132
Wesley Hall
Small Dining Room
Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
CHILDREN’S:
GOLDEN LIVING:
LAKESHORE:

Shepard Nations
Odessa Usher
Becky Young

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Abbey and Clark Dunn on the birth of
their son, William Jackson Dunn, on January 14.
Proud big sister is Emma Lake Dunn.
• to Doug and Ashley Wellons on the birth of
their son, Carter Lee Wellons, on March 22.
• to Jeremy and Tiffany Slocum on the baptism
of their daughter, Davis Redding Slocum, on
April 19.

TREASURER’S REPORT
As of April 19, 2015
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:
Month to Date Revenue
Monthly Needs to Date
Balance/Shortage

MONTH
$199,164
$234,224
$(35,060)

Capital Debt Retirement / month
Capital Debt Retirement / to date

$4,850
$40,114

Building Debt Balance

$58,500

Note from the Treasurer:
Questions about church finances, income or
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.
PLEASE NOTE: Tidings publishes each week on
Tuesday (except for the week of Christmas). The
deadline for submitting information to be included is
on Thursday, the week prior to the publish date. Please
submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the
printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed
and mailed on Tuesday afternoon. Should you not
receive your copy in a timely manner, please contact
your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings
is available each week on Tuesday at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings

Many of the individual Sunday School classes are offering this study.
If you are not currently in a SS class, you may join John Wesley, Horizons and
Journey as they combine during the entire month of May for the 5-week curriculum.
Contact amezzell@trinitybirmingham.com if you will be joining this group to ensure
enough seating. - ROOM 300 -
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SUNDAYS at Trinity: Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood • Our Mission: To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209 • 205.879.1737 • Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

WELCOME NEW STAFF
SHELLEY BROCKWELL
Visitor Outreach
We are pleased to announce the hiring
of Shelley Brockwell as part time staff
working with Visitor Outreach. Shelley
has been a member of Trinity since
2007. She and her husband Greg, have
an eight year old daughter, Madeleine
Ann, and a six year old son, George.
Shelley will work with Lay Involvement Director, Laura Eanes, in helping visitors find their way to a
fulfilling membership at Trinity. Shelley says, “I can still remember how welcome Laura Eanes made us feel during our visits to
Trinity, so I love the idea of doing that for our visitors!”

LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE
Weekly sermons from both traditional and
Contact worship services are available
on the church website at:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/worship/sermons/

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK?

Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug
in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now.

Log on to: http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer

