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I get a lot of other church’s newsletters.  I am not sure how this ever happens, but 
this is one of the things we pastors do to one another – we assume our colleagues 
want to know about everything going on in our church. It’s like ecclesiastical 
spam. And just about every church newsletter in Christendom has one of these 
spots for the pastor to wax eloquently about how swimmingly everything is go-
ing in the church.  It is always positive propaganda, even if half the church build-
ing burned down the week prior.

I wish that were not so, only because I would love to use this space to adequately 
convey how overwhelmed with gratitude I am following my first Holy Week 
with you amazing people. Because you are accustomed to reading good tidings 
of great joy, it is hard for me to share the strange mixture of humility and pride 
that comes with witnessing the hundreds of people behind the scenes who quietly 
made this past week so powerful. 

Easter is meant to be a partnership between God and His people. God pulls off 
the resurrection, but then He turns to us for the going and the telling. And Trinity 
sure knows how to tell it. 

From the first palm cross folded to the last refrain of the Hallelujah Chorus, it 
takes an army of servants to proclaim the resurrection with such reverent majesty 
and loving hospitality. There was more than one moment last week where I just 
had to stand and watch, dumbfounded by the tireless labors of people whose 
work goes unseen, yet makes all the difference.  For every life that was changed 
for the better this week (including the Designate’s), thank you.

As Andy reminded us in his beautiful sermon yesterday, Easter must be a verb.  
We are called to be people who practice resurrection – and there is no better place 
to start than this Easter season, the “Great Fifty Days,” in which Jesus keeps 
showing up in unexpected places. Over these coming weeks, there will be a lot 
of easter-ing at 1400 Oxmoor Road and beyond: 

• We will welcome Christian author and blogger Jen Hatmaker to church dur-
ing the Sunday School hour this coming weekend, and part of that event will 
be our first fundraiser for our new backpack initiative. As you may have heard 
in yesterday’s sermon, this new ministry will ensure that every hungry child in 
Homewood is fed over the weekend. 
 

INFORMATION FOR GUESTS & NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church!
Our mission is to Gather people to Christ, Grow 
people in Christ, Go to serve Christ in the world 
and Glorify Christ.
Sunday Worship Opportunities:
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM – TRADITIONAL services in 
the sanctuary, offering same sermon and a variety 
of music.
• 8:45 & 11:00 AM  – CONTACT – a relaxed, 
informal, service in Wesley Hall featuring music 
from the CONTACT Band, children are encour-
aged to attend. 

• 10:00 AM – Sunday School – Ages 2 yrs. and up.
• Nursery is provided during all services.
Interested in Membership?
Please join us the first Sunday of every month in 
the large parlor for “Coffee with the Pastor.” This 
is a time to meet the pastoral staff, ask questions 
and learn more about the core values and mission 
of Trinity. We also encourage you to attend “Mem-
bership 101,” a basic orientation prior to joining 
Trinity. It is offered on the second Sunday of each 
month. Questions? Call 879-1737.

Andrew Wolfe - Senior Minister
Brian Erickson - Senior Minister Designate 
Nathan Carden - Minister of Outreach, Contact
Suzanne Pruitt - Minister of Christian Formation 
Bobby Scales - Minister of Pastoral Care
David Thompson - Minister of Students

• Church Office:  879-1737  /  Fax:  868-9714
• Care Line:  868-9709
• Child Development Center:  879-1749

APRIL 5, EASTER - ATTENDANCE
3,354 • Total Worship Attendance
2,429 • Traditional  |  775 • Contact

150 • Sunrise Service
726 • Sunday School Attendance

SERMON 
Rev. Brian Erickson

New Sermon Series: “Taboo”
• 

MUSIC
8:45 AM - Men’s Quartet,

Anthony Strickland, soloist 
11:00 AM - Cross & Flame Youth Choir,

Anthony Strickland, soloist
•

MINISTER ON CALL
Andrew Wolfe,  871-1309

SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2015
8:45 & 11 AM  •  Sanctuary

The 8:45 AM worship service is broadcast 
via 15-minute delay from 9-10 AM Sundays

on WAPI-1070 AM.

Traditional: 2429
Contact: 775
Sunrise service: 150
Total: 3354

8:45 & 11:00 AM
WESLEY HALL, Rev. Nathan Carden

New Sermon Series: “Taboo”

PERSONAL WORD



•  This month also holds the first of our “Hey 
Neighbor” block parties with our new bouncy 
house, and it’s not too late for you to plan one 
for your neighborhood. This is a great way to 
get to know your neighbors, introduce them to 
Trinity, and to see Pastor Nathan do a herkie.  

•  As we near Andy’s retirement in June, there 
will be some wonderful opportunities to cele-
brate the incredible legacy of Andy and Dawn 
in these next couple of months. The chance to 
serve alongside someone like Andy has been 
one of the richest blessings of my entire min-
istry, and while he doesn’t want the attention, 
no one deserves it more.

I begin this Easter season with profound 
gratitude for who you are as a church and the 
chance to serve the Risen Christ alongside 
you. Let’s let the world know that He is risen. 
Indeed.

Brian Erickson
Senior Pastor Designate
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PERSONAL WORD Continued

Every day brings new questions. Should I stay? Should I go? Buy it? Start it? Stop it? 
Did you know that there’s a question that makes it easy to determine the answer 

to all the other questions? It’s true. All you have to do is ask it!
 

Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? If so, we would love for you
to join us for the next six Tuesday nights beginning on Tuesday, April 7 at 6:30 PM.

At the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott
4168 Memorial Park Circle Hoover, AL 35226

Free home cooked dinner.
Email Lisa for more info, Lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

Trinity Young Professionals

New Young Adult Study
Begins April 7
ASK IT By Andy Stanley

Trinity
goes to

CAMP

CALLING ALL 
TRINITY KIDS 
completed 3rd-5th grade. 
Grab a friend and let’s spend 
a week at Sumatanga together!  

June 14-19
Ms. Eleanor and Ms. Jeanne will be there and taking 
on the camping experience, too! 
Cost for the week: $440 Tier 3. $100 Scholarships 
are available to Trinity members compliments of 
Lil’ Lambs and Children’s Ministry. For details and
to register, contact Children’s Ministry at 879-1737 
or echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.



For childcare reservations on night of event, please email Barry Smith at bsmith@trinitybirmingham.com
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE  Deadline to apply: April 19, 2015
 
Trinity’s Committee on Higher Education & Campus Ministry is accepting applications for the following scholarships:

• The Huffstutler Scholarship is awarded to students who are members of Trinity UMC and are enrolled at Birmingham-Southern Col-
lege or Samford University. Selection of the recipients is based upon financial need, academic achievement, community involvement, 
and church participation.
• The Mabel W. McFee Scholarship is awarded to students who are children or grandchildren of clergy members of the North Alabama 
Conference of the UMC. Applicants need not be members of Trinity UMC. Applicants must be enrolled at any four-year college or uni-
versity. Recipients are selected on the basis of financial need, academic achievement, community involvement, and church participation.
• United Methodist Church / College Partnership Scholarship Program  Students who have been accepted to Birmingham-Southern 
College may apply. Trinity UMC nominates a student by pledging a scholarship amount per year for four years and Birmingham-South-
ern College provides a 2-to-1 match per year for four years, provided the nominee is selected to receive the award. 
(Download form: http://www.bsc.edu/fp/umc-forms/umccp.pdf )
• Hagood/Young Scholarship  See church office for more details.

The requirements and applications for scholarships may be picked up at the church office. Amounts to be awarded from the Huffstutler 
and McFee Scholarships may vary according to the yearly earnings of the trust funds. The applications must be returned to the church 
office no later than April 19, 2015 – this date is strictly enforced.

The recipients of the Huffstutler and McFee Scholarships and the nomination for the United Methodist Church and College Partnership 
Scholarship Program will be chosen by the Committee on Higher Education and Campus Ministries and be approved by the Board of 
Trustees. Recipients will be notified by a formal letter.
 
If you have questions regarding the scholarships, please contact Nancy Portera, Chairperson, Committee on Higher Education and 
Campus Ministries at porteranp@vestavia.k12.al.us.



student ministry
weekly update

www.elementstudentministry.com

Here are a few things happening this week:

SERVE SATURDAY, 4/11 - This Saturday, we will be traveling to Crumly 
Chapel to help sort items in their food pantry and clothing donation site. We will be 
leaving Trinity at 9 AM and will be returning at Noon. We would love to have your 
student participate. To insure that we will be have enough seats, please email Tori at 
TTenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com if your child will be participating.

DEUCES THIS SUNDAY NIGHT, 4/12 - This Sunday night, April 12, we will 
have the author of the book Captivated, Shannon Formby, here to share with our 
group. Shannon is an awesome guy and wonderful speaker. Please encourage your 
student to attend this Sunday night from 6-8 PM. We will be giving away his book to 
the first 50 students that would like a copy. Dinner is just $3.

A MEAL & A DEAL FUNDRAISER, 4/17 - On April 17 at 6 PM in the gym, 
Element will host our biggest summer fundraiser, and we need your help. A Meal & 
A Deal is a huge dinner with a silent and live auction. The first thing we need from 
you is to purchase tickets to attend. Tickets are just $10 for a Tazikis Friday Pasta. 
The more people we have, the more money we can make, so please help us by 
being here and by selling tickets to your friends and family.  
AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED! The second way you can help is to donate an item! We 
only take new items, but if you or your student can donate an item, that would be 
wonderful. Please email Tori Tenniswood at ttenniswood@trinitybirmingham.com for 
questions on donations.

ELEMENT CAFE - Element Cafe is this week on Tuesday and Thursday from 
3-5:30 PM. We are selling SNO-CONES during the month of April for only 50 cents! 
This is a wonderful alternative to going home and being bored. Come hang out with 
us, grab a snack, plays some games and hang out with our staff and friends. All 
candy, chips and drinks are only 50 cents! We hope your student will join us.

YOUTH ALPHA - Beginning this Sunday morning during the Sunday School 
hour at Trinity (10-11 AM), we will be hosting a 10-week series that engages stu-
dents in conversations about life, faith and Jesus. Simply put, this is a study to really 
examine and question the basics of our Christian faith. If your student is wrestling 
with these types of questions or is simply wanting to dig deeper into understanding 
the basics of our faith, we highly encourage them to join us! This is also a great op-
portunity to invite someone who wishes to learn more about God. Regular Sunday 
School WILL be offered as well. To register for the study, please go to 
www.elementstudentministry.com/alpha.

As always, if there is anything that we can do better to reach your student, please 
let us know. Remember, we want to partner with you in helping your student grow 
in their relationship with Christ.

David Thompson
dthompson@trinitybirmingham.com
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$20.00 Family Maximum  (or)  
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult
    - $5.00 Salad Bar option

menu april 8
ADULTS: Beef tips, noodles, carrots, 
green beans, roll, cookie  
KIDS: Chicken drumstick, macaroni & 
cheese, green beans, cookie, milk

menu april 15
ADULTS: Spaghetti with meat sauce, 
garlic bread, smalll salad  
KIDS: Pizza, fruit, cookie, milk

Make a reservation online at 
www.trinitybirmingham.com

4:30-6:15 pm
fellowship hall

Don’t forget your 
name tag...

on Sunday mornings or anytime you are 

attending or representing Trinity! This is 

a great way to provide hospitality to our 

guests, and to help us get to know one 

another better. If you don’t have a name tag, 

contact Marie Pasco at 879-1737.
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PACESETTERS
APRIL 16 - Auburn Art Tour
Join us on Thursday, April 16 to tour the Jule Collins Smith Museum of 
Fine Art at Auburn University. A Little Lunch Music is a casual perfor-
mance presented each week by Jules Collins Smith Museum of Fine Art 
and musician Patrick McCurry, series coordinator. You can sit and listen 
to the entire performance, dine in the Museum Cafe, browse the shop, or 
explore the galleries. We will have a docent led tour at 10:00 AM, enjoy 
the music performance at 11:00 AM, followed by lunch at the Museum 
Café. Cost: You pay for your lunch plus $10 for transportation. Depart 
Trinity at 7:30 AM. (There will be a breakfast stop.)

APRIL 28 - PACESETTER LUNCH
This month’s Pacesetter Lunch (April 28) will feature Dr. Jacqueline 
Leary-Warsaw, professor of music at Birmingham Southern College. 
Dr. Leary-Warsaw, soprano, has been heard in opera, oratorio, solo and 
chamber recitals throughout the U.S., and other countries. Jackie is best 
known to audiences around the world as the host of the popular television 
series In Concert on EWTN network. Lunch is served at 12:00 PM, 
followed by our program. Cost is $6. 

MAY 6 - Lake Martin Garden Tour
On Wednesday, May 6, we will tour the JIM SCOTT GARDEN AT 
LAKE MARTIN. On the banks of Lake Martin rests Jim Scott’s gar-
den.  It’s like none you’ve ever experienced.  His 12 + year creation is a 
labyrinth of interesting trails, meandering streams, waterfalls, ponds and 
pools.  Elevated walkways through the tree canopy provide visitors with 
a wider perspective on the plantings below. We will have a guided tour, 
a picnic lunch in this lovely setting and additional time to stroll and look 
some more after lunch. Cost of $25 includes lunch and transportation.  
Depart Trinity at 7:30 AM. (Rest stop and snack on the return trip.)

For more info on any Senior Adult event, contact Amy Lewis at 879-
1737 or alewis@trinitybirmingham.com.

The Trinity Men’s Ministry Spring Event will be held on Thursday, 
April 23rd at 6:30 PM.  Rev. Brian Erickson and Rev. Nathan Carden 
will be speaking and dinner will be provided by Jim N’ Nicks. Tick-
ets are $10 each and will be on sale soon! Watch Tidings for details...
Questions? Contact Neill Jones at tneilljones@gmail.com.

Save the date... April 23



IN MEMORIAM
William N. (Bill) Driskill                    March 31

We extend our love and sympathy:
• to Myrnie Driskill on the death of her hus-
band, William N. (Bill) Driskill, on March 31.
• to Terrie and Duane Shroyer on the recent 
death of their brother-in-law, Shelby Watts.

As of April 5, 2015
Regular reporting:
GENERAL BUDGET:             MONTH   
Month to Date Revenue                                 $82,025
Monthly Needs to Date                                   $71,285
Balance/Shortage                                           $10,740

Capital Debt Retirement / month               $2,378
Capital Debt Retirement / to date             $37,642

Lenten Offering                                        $51,376

Note from the Treasurer: 
Questions about church finances, income or 
expenses? If you wonder how funds are received 
or expensed, the financial books of Trinity are 
open to any member. Contact Ann Neptune at 
879-1737 or aneptune@trinitybirmingham.com.

TREASURER’S REPORT

CONGRATULATIONS
• to Josh and Heather Brandt Britnell on the 
birth of their twin sons, William Davis Britnell 
and Joseph Dean Britnell, on April 2. Proud 
grandmother is Jennifer Brandt.

CFT Craft Room–143
FSR Fireside Room–145
CONF Conference Room–220
SANC Sanctuary
FHALL Fellowship Hall

LIB Library–218
NAT Not at Trinity
LP Large Parlor
SP Small Parlor–105
HAVEN Youth Auditorium

CHAPEL Mouat Chapel
MS Music Suite–132
WHALL Wesley Hall
SDR Small Dining Room
FLC Family Life Center

IN THE HOSPITAL
UAB:                           Heather Brandt Britnell
                Infant Twins, William Davis Britnell
                                         Joseph Dean Britnell

HIGHLIGHTED EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday - April 12 

8:45 AM Traditional Worship - SANC
8:45 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
10:00 AM Jen Hatmaker Event - SANC
10:00 AM Sunday School - various
11:00 AM Traditional Worship - SANC 

11:00 AM Contact Worship - WHALL
1:00 PM Jen Hatmaker Event - SANC
4:00 PM Youth Handbells - Rm. 225
5:00 PM Youth Choir - MS
6:00 PM Adult Handbells - Rm. 225
6:00 PM Element - Haven
8:00 PM Men’s Pick-up Basketball - GYM
Monday - April 13
6:30 AM Trinity Men - SDR
5:30 PM Finance Comm. Mtg. - SDR
6:15 PM Admin. Board Dinner - FHALL
7:00 PM Admin. Board Mtg. - WHALL
Tuesday - April 14
6:30 AM Youth Prayer B’fast - Youth Cafe
8:00 AM Senior Adult Activities - various
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
10:00 AM Trinity Singers - MS

11:00 AM Trinity Singers Lunch - SDR
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:30 PM Young Adults (20’s) - NAT
6:30 PM Young Adults (30’s) - SDR
Wednesday - April 15
9:00 AM Yoga - Rm. 304
4:30 PM Wednesday Supper - FHALL
5:00 PM Kids Bells & Chimes - Rm. 225
5:30 PM Music in Motion - various
6:00 PM Children’s Choirs - various
6:00 PM Adult Studies - various
6:00 PM Trinity Book Group - SP
7:00 PM Boy Scouts - Scout Room
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Practice - MS
Thursday - April 16
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
9:15 AM Adult Studies - various
3:00 PM Element Cafe - Haven & Gym
6:00 PM Trinity Studio - CFT
Friday - April 17
8:00 AM Sr. Exercise Class - FHALL
6:00 PM A Meal & A Deal - GYM

PLEASE NOTE:  Tidings publishes each week on 
Tuesday (except for the week of Christmas). The 
deadline for submitting information to be included is 
on Thursday, the week prior to the publish date. Please 
submit info via email to Haley Smith at hsmith@
trinitybirmingham.com. Tidings is delivered to the 
printing company each Monday at Noon. It is printed 
and mailed on Tuesday afternoon. Should you not 
receive your copy in a timely manner, please contact 
your postal carrier. The online version of Tidings 
is available each week on Tuesday at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/news/tidings
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TRINITY STUDIO - Open Thursdays, 6 pm
Trinity has opened the doors of the old Craft Room and will continue to have open 
paint/sketch nights on Thursdays from 6-8PM. Bring your own materials (all me-
diums welcome!), bring a friend, and the fellowship and creative inspiration will be 
provided for free! All artists or soon-to-be-artists are welcome. 

TAKE NOTE

VBS is July 13-16
Register online now!

www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/summer-programs

Meals on Wheels Help Needed - Meals on Wheels of Homewood currently 
has a route open for the 3rd Wednesday of the month. If you are interested in joining 
this rewarding ministry, please call Judy Keenum, 835-4487.



Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished weekly, except Christmas 
week, by Trinity United Method-
ist Church, 1400 Oxmoor Road, 
Birmingham (Homewood), AL 
35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER:  Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

SUNDAYS at Trinity:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM

Serving Greater Birmingham from Homewood  •  Our Mission:  To Gather…To Grow…To Go…To Glorify
1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209  •  205.879.1737  •  Careline: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
Check out WEEKLY CONNECT for ways that you can plug 

in to ministry today… simple sign-ups available now. 
Log on to:  http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer 

WELCOME NEW STAFF

LISTEN TO SERMONS ONLINE. 
Weekly sermons from both traditional and 
Contact worship services are available 
on the church website at: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/worship/sermons/

KRISTAN WALKER
Director of Outreach Ministries
We are pleased to announce the hiring of 
Kristan Walker as our new Director of Out-
reach Ministries. Kristan and her husband, 
Jeremey, have been a part of Trinity for 
several years and are active in the Relevant 
Sunday School class. Kristan comes to us 
from UAB where she served as a Licensed 
Graduate Level Social Worker. She holds 

a Masters of Social Work from the University of Alabama and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Social Work from Auburn University. Kristan has 
been involved in numerous outreach ministries, both domestically and 
internationally, through the Wesley Foundation at Auburn and through 
her own volunteerism. Her husband Jeremey is beginning his residency 
at UAB in Internal Medicine this summer. 


