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oxmoor campusnew Worship SCHEDULE

BEGINNING SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5
Sunday, November 5 will be a day of remembering.
It is All Saints Sunday, and we will remember those we 
love who have passed away this year. It is when Day-
light Saving Time ends, and we will remember to set our 
clocks back by one hour. We will also remember that our 
new worship schedule begins!
[ OXMOOR Campus ]

Traditional Worship • 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM
Contact Worship • 8:30 AM & 11:00 AM
Sunday School • 9:45-10:30 AM

Have you returned your 2018 commitment of giving?
•  Turn in a pledge card during any of our worship services by 
    dropping it in the offering plate.
•  Submit your pledge conveniently and privately online at 
    www.trinitybirmingham.com/giving
•  Deliver your pledge card to the church office or mail it to 
    1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood, AL 35209
•  Simply contact Laura Ellis in the Finance Office at 879-1737 
    or email lellis@trinitybirmingham.com

trinitybirmingham.com/giving



I want to use this space to give you a quick update 
on all that is happening with our Master Planning 
Team. As you may know, the church held a Town 
Hall meeting on September 17, and we had a full 
house of over 900 people in the Sanctuary. Our 
Master Planning partner, CDH of Atlanta, was on 
hand to review the results of their work, and to pres-
ent their recommendations for our future needs.

We initiated the Master Planning process after re-
alizing that our water issues in the Oxmoor-facing 
courtyard at the southeastern portion of our property 
(not the prayer garden) would cost over 1.5 million 
dollars to repair.  Knowing that we had a number of 
deferred maintenance issues, as well as some key 
ministry-space problems, we enlisted CDH’s help 
to address those needs.  To briefly summarize, they 
identified a number of key priorities:

• Parking  •  Improved access into campus
• Moisture issues in southeastern courtyard
• Damaged, unusable classrooms
• Contact worship has outgrown Wesley Hall
• HVAC systems are beyond their useful life
• Small narthexes
• Consolidating staff offices

The proposed plan that CDH and the Master Plan-
ning Team designed addresses all of these issues, ex-
cept for parking. We investigated the cost of both a 
parking deck, as well as purchasing adjacent homes 
to the church and creating new parking lots. Due to 
a number of factors, the costs of these options was 
not feasible at this point, with both options totaling 
more than $31,000 per additional parking space. 
On Sunday, November 5, we will shift our Oxmoor 
worship times (8:30 AM worship, 9:45 AM Sunday 
School, and 11 AM worship) to try and create more 
spaces for our 11 AM visitors, which seems to be 
our most difficult time to park. We are also investi-
gating shuttle service options, and have talked to the 
Homewood Library about using their lot on Ridge 
Road to provide some relief.

The cost of building a new, secure children’s minis-
try area with 4 additional classrooms and a new as-
sembly space; a flexible Contact worship space that 
can seat up to 570 people; the consolidation of adult 
Sunday School classes to the second floor; the relo-
cation of staff offices to a centralized office wing on 
the third floor; new entrances at the both the Semi-
nole and Clermont sides of the building, improved 
narthex space, and wider hallways; as well as up-
dating our HVAC systems with more efficient and 
environmentally-friendly technology totals around 
12 million dollars with early estimates. We could 
also phase these projects out if necessary.

We received 367 feedback cards following the 
Town Hall, and 96.2% of those responding said 
they would support the project (this was the highest 
number CDH had seen in 40 years of conducting 
these meetings). The most frequently expressed 
concerns about the plan centered on the need for a 
long-term solution for the parking problem, wheth-
er the renovations to the traditional narthex were 

necessary, and why the gym was not included in 
the renovations. I’ve addressed the parking issue 
already, but let me quickly mention the committee’s 
thoughts behind the other two concerns.

While our traditional sanctuary was built to hold 
almost 990 people, we average around 500 in each 
of our traditional services. The narthex, while beau-
tiful, allows little room for flow between services, 
and is small enough to prevent things like the choir 
lining up for processional. Additionally, we are 
baptizing a record number of infants, but one of the 
things we most consistently hear from young par-
ents is that they don’t feel comfortable in the tradi-
tional sanctuary with a fussy baby.  We have added 
some screens and rocking chairs in the breezeway, 
but that has not made a significant impact on the 
problem. It is vitally important that we send a mes-
sage to young parents that they are welcome in 
worship, or we risk becoming like our sister main-
line churches, whose average age nationally is now 
above 70.  That being said, the committee is flexible 
on the plans for the traditional narthex, and will be 
reviewing the feedback from the church.

The gym was initially included in CDH’s suggestions 
for improvements, but the committee felt that once 
we crossed the 12 million dollar mark, we needed to 
prioritize needs over wants.  This will be a surprise 
to most of our church family, but the gym is the sin-
gle most utilized room during the week on either of 
our campuses. The hope is that the Trustees can find 
some money to make gym improvements out of the 
regular operating budget in the next few years.  

The Master Planning team asked for bids from 
multiple contractors and architects for the project, 
to ensure that our pricing estimates were accurate.  
After reviewing those bids, they have selected a 
local, highly regarded architectural firm (Williams 
Blackstock) to complete the design, and Brasfield 
& Gorrie as the contractor.

A church-wide conference will be held during our 
November Administrative Board meeting, on Mon-
day, November 13, at 7 PM in Wesley Hall.  During 
this meeting, the church will vote on whether or not 
to proceed with the building project and the capital 
campaign required to fund it.  While we are count-
ing on all of our Administrative Board members 
to be there, all Trinity members are invited to the 
meeting that night, and all church members present 
have a vote.

As we enter this holiday season, I am particularly 
grateful for the holy privilege of being in ministry 
with you. I believe that the local church is God’s 
plan for changing the world, and I am so thankful 
to be at a church that understands that high calling!

See you Sunday,
Brian

An Update from Pastor Brian

Update from the 
Town Hall Meeting

 

Help decorate our sanctuaries and honor or 
remember a special loved one by placing 
a poinsettia in their name. ($16 each) 
Order forms are available in all 
Narthexes and in the church office.
Deadline to order is December 11. 

Christmas Wreaths
   Poinsettias

Also... 
•  4 live wreaths are available for sponsorship that will   
    hang in the Oxmoor Sanctuary at $60 each.
•  2 live wreaths are available for sponsorship that will     
    hang in Wesley Hall at $40 each.
•  2 live wreaths are available for sponsorship that will 
    hang in Trinity West Homewood’s Santuary at $40 each.
– To sponsor a wreath, please contact Lisa Elliott at 
   879-1737 or lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com. –

&

KITCHEN

Order Deadline – November 15
AM & PM Pick up Options Available on Nov. 21 & Nov. 22

Place your order online: www.trinitybirmingham.com
– OR –

Complete an order form located in the church office
(Payment due at time of order)

• Cornbread Dressing $15.00  |  Serves 8-10

• Green Bean Casserole  $12.00  |  Serves 8-10

• Sweet Potato Casserole  $12.00  |  Serves 8-10

• Potatoes Au Gratin  $15.00  |  Serves 8-10

• Winter Fruit Compote  $12.00  |  Serves 10-12
    (Baked pears, apples and cranberries)

• Pecan Pie   $9.00    |  Serves 8-10

• Oven Roasted Turkey (10-12 lbs) $25.00  |  Serves 10-12

• Full Thanksgiving Dinner  $90.00 |  Serves 10-12

Thanksgiving 
Order Your Thanksgiving 
Food From Chef Bert 
and the Trinity Kitchen to go!



Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will meet on Thursday, November 2 from 
10-11:30 AM in the Small Parlor.  This group, open to moms of kids of all ages, 
will meet on the first Thursday of the month. A speaker will inspire the group on 
topics of parenting and faith and conversations will continue as we enjoy lunch 
together. Free childcare is provided. Lunch is served at 11 AM, $7.50 per person 
(PayPal and Venmo accepted). To RSVP or be added to the email list contact 
Donya Traylor @ 205-999-4328 or donyamt@bellsouth.net.
11/2 TOPIC:  Fostering Your Child’s Relationship With God
                      Guest Speaker - Rev. Monica Harbarger

NOVEMBER 2
10-11:30 AM

SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

November 1 Seasoned Adult Box Lunches & Bingo, 11:30 AM

November 5 Confirmation Reception, 10 AM

November 5 SPARK! 4th & 5th graders, 5:45 PM

November 18 Rake-A-Thon service project, 8-11:00 AM

November 20 FoodShare Ministry, 3-5:30 PM

November 21 UMW Circle 2, 10 AM

November 21 Trinity Men’s Dinner & Speaker, 6:30 PM 

NOVEMBER  EVENTS

Friends, this January we will offer several classes on Thursday nights 
including Manna and Mercy and others. Interested in leading a class? 
Contact Micah at mshelton@trinitybirmingham.com to get on the list. 

Trinity West Homewood is a church for people who have no relationship 
with Jesus and no church home. We believe worship should be spirit-filled 
and accessible. Come check us out or bring someone who may love a safe 
place to worship. I look forward to seeing you.
         –Rev. Jack Hinnen

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12 - Soup Fundraiser [ Oxmoor & West Homewood campus ]
Our UMW Circles will make 400 quarts of soup that will be sold on a first come first serve 
basis Sunday morning, Nov. 12 between 9:30am - 12:00pm or until sold out. Containers of 
Broccoli Cheddar, Santa Fe, White Chili Chicken and Baked Potato soup will each sell for 
$10 (cash or check) with proceeds benefiting local missions.  In addition, delicious breads, 
corn muffins and other savory items will be for sale.  You don’t want to miss it! 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27 - A Special Evening of Thanksgiving [ Oxmoor campus ]
All are invited to the UMW Special Missions Dinner on Monday, November 27 at 6pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. Every year the UMW recognizes those individuals who have gone 
above and beyond to promote mission and activities in our church and community with a 
Special Missions Award. This year’s event will also include a World Thank Offering. Dinner 
reservations are $6.00 and non-UMW member reservations can be made by emailing Billie 
Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net. UMW Members need to email their Circle Chair for 
reservations. Dinner reservation deadline is Tuesday, November 20.

Coming in 2018! Rachel Macy Stafford to Speak at Trinity  [ Oxmoor campus ]
Save the date of Friday evening, February 2 to hear inspirational 
speaker and New York Times best-selling author of Hands Free Life, 
Hands Free Mama and Only Love Today as she shares her message 
of overcoming distraction and perfection to live better and love more. 
Rachel is leading the movement to embrace a more purposeful life, not 
only for parents but for people in all walks of life. (handsfreemama.com) 
Get your tickets early! $25 each (cash or check) will be for sale at the 
November 12 Soup Sale.

The United Methodist Women turn faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, chil-
dren and youth around the world. If you have questions about UMW, please contact:
• Cel Bailey, umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com 
• Tiffany Slocum, tiffanyhslocum@gmail.com

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events

www.trinitybirminghamCR.com

A Biblical, balanced program that helps us 
overcome our hurts, hang-ups and habits.

Tuesday Evening Service 
Coming January 2018!

save the date!
December 1 • 6:30 PM - Movie Night, showing Polar Express with snacks
December 2 • 10:00 AM - Family Advent Wreath Workshop
Families are invited to join us at 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall to make an 
Advent Wreath together to kick off the Advent season!

Rake-A-Thon! Join us on Saturday, November 18 from 
8-11 AM, as we rake our neighbors yards! For more information, 
contact Micah at mshelton@trinitybirmingham.com



trinitykids
Ministry

11/12
11/19

Using your smartphone or tablet!
http://subsplash.com/trinityunited/app

Have you downloaded the Trinity APP?

NOV.

4:30-6:00 PM
Fellowship Hall

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or) 
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult (60+)
    - $5.00 Salad Bar

For weekly menus and to make 
a reservation online, visit:
www.trinitybirmingham.com

 

11/20

Missions& outreach

For full details on all events listed above, or if you have questions about 
Trinity Missions & Outreach, please contact 
Kristan Walker   205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

ANGEL TREES (Oxmoor campus)
The Angels are coming in November! Come pick out 
an Angel, return their gifts to Trinity on 11/26 and 12/3. 
Volunteers are needed for distribution and collection. 
Angel Trees at Trinity West Homewood will be available 
in December. 

FOOD SHARE MINISTRY (Trinity West Homewood campus)
Looking for a hands-on service opportunity during the holiday 
season? Consider volunteering with our Food Share ministry, 
all ages may participate! We will meet from 3:00-5:30 PM 
in the Trinity West Homewood Fellowship Hall on Mondays 

11/20 and 12/18. We will provide free food and household supplies to 
families in need. 

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING CLOSET (Trinity West Homewood campus)
Our Trinity West Homewood Children’s Clothing Closet supports local 
families in need year round. Current needs: Children’s winter clothing 
and shoes. Drop off donations at the Oxmoor campus during the week 
or at the West Homewood campus on Sunday mornings. Volunteers 
are needed to sort donations and help families pick out items. 

Kid
Friendly

ADVENT
family wreath workshop

On Saturday morning, December 2 at 10 AM
at both campuses,TrinityKids invites you to attend...

SPARK! NOVEMBER 5 [ West Homewood campus ]
Spark is a ministry for 4th and 5th grade students. It’s 
an awesome opportunity for students to fellowship with 
one another and spiritually deepen their relationship with 
Christ. Spark takes place in the Fellowship Hall at Trinity West Homewood from 
5:45-7:00 PM. We’d love to see you there! For a list of 2017-18 Spark dates and to 
register, visit: http://www.trinitybirmingham.com/sunday-nights/

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 19  [ Oxmoor campus ]
This month, our Confirmation experience will culminate in our weekend retreat on 
November 10-12 followed by our Confirmation service the next Sunday. In addition to 
your prayers of support and love, you are invited to join us for the Confirmation wor-
ship service at 11 AM on November 19 in the Sanctuary. This worship service will be 
devoted to celebrating the commitment these 64 students are making to God. It will be a 
joyful day in the life of our church!

ADVENT WORKSHOP, DECEMBER 2 [ Oxmoor & West Homewood campus ]
Your family is invited to make a special Advent wreath for your home on Saturday, 
December 2 at 10 AM! All ages are welcome. To secure your wreath and materials, 
please RSVP to Eleanor at echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

Questions about SALT? 
Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737, droose@trinitybirmingham.com

Wednesday, November 1 - Box Lunches & Bingo
11:30 AM-1:00 PM, West Homewood campus. Come and enjoy 
fellowship, conversation and a box lunch for $6.00. Then, let’s play 
Autumn-Thanksgiving Bingo!

Thursday, November 9 - Lunch Bunch at Antique Radio Museum
9:30 AM Depart from Trinity, 10:00 AM Presentation & Tour. Join 
us to learn the history of radio in Birmingham. At 11:30 AM, we will have 
lunch in the Alabama Power Company’s employee cafeteria. Cost of trip 
is $4.00 for van fees and a donation to the Antique Radio Museum.

Thursday, November 16 - Senior Adult Council Meeting
10:00 AM, Conference Room. ALL “Seasoned Adults” are invited to 
attend this meeting and give input as to what we can do as a group in the 
coming new year.

Please Note: NO MOVERS & SHAKERS Meeting in Nov. or Dec.!

Save the dates!
•Tuesday, December 5   UAB Band Christmas Concert
•Wednesday, December 6   Box Lunches & Christmas Bingo
•Thursday, December 7   American Village Colonial Christmas
•Thursday, December 14   Seasoned Adult Christmas Party

seasoned adults



Guests new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for 
NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly membership track designed 
specifically for our guests and new members. 
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, 
learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

   Next
Steps
• Oxmoor Campus:   Every Sunday 10 AM in the Large Parlor
Questions about NEXT STEPS? Contact Jessica Lane
jlane@trinitybirmingham.com  |  879-1737

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner Study 
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. 
A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door 
prizes!  For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

TRINITY BOOK GROUP November 15, 6 PM
Join us! The group meets each month on the 3rd Wednesday evening 
of the month from 6-7 pm in the Small Parlor (1st floor). This month’s 
meeting will be November 15 and the book is Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi. 
Questions? Email Dane Smith at sdane@bellsouth.net.

welcome!new members

Carol Singletary
3284 Overton Manor, Vestavia Hills 35243
Carol joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. She is a sales executive.

Georgia Hale
237 Raleigh Avenue, Homewood 35209
Georgia joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. She is retired.

Sara Beth and Sam Wilcox
608 Rumson Road, Homewood 35209
The Wilcox family joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. Sara Beth is a 
project manager for Brasfield & Gorrie and Sam is an 
account manager for Altec Capital.

Taylor and Rivers Price
3312 Circle Hill Road, Vestavia Hills 35243
The Price family joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. Taylor is a real 
estate manager. They have two childern, Mary Rivers 
(3) and Joey (9 mo.)

Susan and Michael Goodwin
374 Glenn Chapel Road, Gardendale 35071
The Goodwin family joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Michael is a physi-
cian’s assistant at Children’s Hospital. They have two 
sons, Liam (13) and Luke (15).
Cathy and Bob Mathews
1465 Shades Crest Road, Hoover 35226
The Mathews joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. They both work in real 
estate with Highpointe Homes and Land.

Megan and Tyler Poston
402 Woodland Drive, Homewood 35209
The Postons joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church and by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Megan is an OB/GYN at St. 
Vincent’s and Tyler is a Urologist at Urology Centers 
of Alabama. They have a daughter, Emerson (2 mo.)
Lisa and Ron Alyn MacBeth
219 Devon Drive, Homewood 35209
The MacBeths joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. Lisa is a physician 
at UAB and Ron Alyn is a dentist at Birmingham 
Dental Screening. They have a daughter, Vivian (2).

Christy and Jeff Herle  (not pictured)
2834 Thornhill Road Apt. 281C, Mountain Brook 35213
The Herles joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist 
Church and by associate membership. 

Join Trinity’s Rev. Christian Cheairs for a special worship service preview night!



OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 9:45 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Trinity West Homewood:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709                                                                                                                                                          ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

www.trinitybirmingham.com

important dates
November 1 All Saints Labyrinth Walk, 4:30-7:30 PM

November 2 MOMentum, 10:00 AM

November 5 New Oxmoor Worship Times, 8:30 & 11 AM

November 12 UMW Soup Sale, 8:30AM-12 Noon

November 13 Administrative Board Meeting, 7:00 PM

November 16 Worship in the Park (Viewpoint Event), 5:30 PM

November 19 Confirmation Service, 11:00 AM

November 21 Trinity Men’s Dinner, Trinity West 6:30 PM

November 15 Trinity Book Club, 6:00 PM

November 23 Thanksgiving Day

November 24 Church Office Closed (Holiday)

November 27 UMW Evening of Thanksgiving, 6:00 PM

All are invited to join a walk remembering, honoring, and releasing the 
burden of grief for those who have died. You may be releasing parents, 

children, siblings, friends, co-workers, veterans or spiritual mentors.
 

Join your Trinity family and the wider community in the practice of physical 
prayer. We are all on the path of life. The labyrinth is a model of that path. 

The physical walk of the labyrinth is a form of ritual that can bring reconcil-
iation and healing for spiritual pain and fractured relationships. Experience 

releasing your burdens, receiving guidance and returning to life empowered.

Wednesday, November 1 • All Saints Day
4:30-7:30 pm

All Saints Labyrinth walk

November 5 Brian Erickson Amy DeWitte    Jack Hinnen
November 12 Amy DeWitte Brian Erickson    Jack Hinnen
November 19 Brian Erickson Christian Cheairs    Cheryl Hinnen
November 26 Amy DeWitte Brian Erickson    Jack Hinnen

november preaching schedule
SUNDAY: Traditional Contact    Trinity West Homewood


