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hanging of the green
Sunday, November 27
8:45 & 11 AM • Traditional

a joyful noise

Trinity’s children’s choirs recently sang in our Contact services.

Trinity will celebrate the beginning of Advent season with Hanging of the Green. We will decorate our
main Sanctuary and celebrate through word and music. This intergenerational service will take place during
the 8:45 and 11:00 traditional worship services on Sunday, November 27. The music will be led by our
Children’s Choir and Sanctuary Choir, along with the Trinity Orchestra. As we worship, we will reflect on
themes of dawn and hope, what it means to be people of light, and what the colors and
symbols of the season represent.

A Note from Pastor Brian
I am always grateful that we begin the month of November with All Saints
Sunday, but this year I am especially so, as it seems our entire country desperately needs the wisdom of those upon whose shoulders we stand.
My grandmother might say we all “need a talkin’-to.”
It seems particularly fitting that the Sunday before one of the most contentious and caustic campaigns in our history comes to a close, we will all
pause to remember those who have gone before us. In the wake of all the
half-truths that have filled the airwaves these last several months, we will
declare the greatest truth ever told. In the shadow of our fears about the
future, we will paint a picture of eternity, all
We will begin
the sons and daughters of God gathered for
the month of
a great banquet in His presence. As we do
November with
every Sunday, we will replace the harsh and
All Saints Sunday
ill-considered words we have said to one
another with the very Word of God.
on November 6.
The saints put us in our place. When they are living, they teach us how to
live. The Bible’s definition of sainthood includes the living, and for my part,
I can name off a long and ever-lengthening list of those who have called me
out when I lost sight of who I am, and comforted me when I lost sight of
Whose I am. The saints are the ones ever-ready to deliver the “talkin’-to”
we all need.
And when we lose them to death, they remind us that our time to walk this
earth is fleeting. Each ordinary moment is holy beyond measure, and the
way we use the time we’ve been given is therefore an act of worship. Our
mortality, and the eternity for which we long, remind us that we should
never take ourselves more seriously than we take each other. Our opinions,
no matter how fiercely we fight for them, will fade with us. The petty things
that rob our attention and our resources will turn to dust. Witnessing the
death of God’s own reminds us of what outlasts us – the love we have shown
for one another and for God. In the final analysis, that is our legacy. Love is
the thing that lasts.
On November 6, at both of our campuses, at all six worship services, we will
name those we have lost. But we will do so in the sure and certain hope that
they aren’t really lost – instead, they are the ones who have been found. And
we remember them so that, amidst the many forces that conspire to steal
our hope, to distract us from what matters, to tear one another part, we will
remember who we finally are: the sons and daughters of the Living God.
Thanks be to God for all the saints, who from their labors rest. And may
those of us who still have labors yet to fulfill meet every moment we’re
given with humility, gratitude, and awe. Let us live in anticipation of the
feast that awaits us, the great reunion where none of us will need a
“talkin’-to,” because nothing else will need to be said.

NEW STAFF

welcome to trinity

Trinity welcomes Kristen Sharp as Contact Worship Leader.
Kristen feels blessed to be a part of the Trinity team. This has been
something God has been stirring in her for a number of years now
and to see it finally come to fruition has been beautiful. She was
born and raised in Trussville but moved to New York City at the
age of 17. She toured with Broadway shows and performed in the
city for a few years until the events of September 11th brought her
home. She holds a BA in Marketing and is Mom to nine year old
twins Samuel and Rosemary. After traveling the county and still
performing around town from time to time, nothing holds a candle
to the joy and fulfillment she has with her Trinity family. Kristen
may be reached at 879-1737 or ksharp@trinitybirmingham.com.
Trinity welcomes Cristin Dedmon as Assistant Director of
Children’s Ministry. She was raised at Dadeville FUMC and is a
graduate of Auburn University. After a quick stint in finance,
she worked for United Methodist Volunteers in Mission as their
Communication Director for almost four years. She then served
as the Director of Outreach and Church Relations for the United
Methodist Children’s Home. Cristin is married to Wil and they
have one daughter, Cate. She loves cooking, hiking, fly fishing and
spending time at Lake Martin. Cristin may be reached at 8791737 or cdedmon@trinitybirmingham.com.

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner Study
November Study Topic - Address the Mess

Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college?
If so, we would love for you to join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM.
This group meets at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. A free, home cooked
dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door prizes!
For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

seasoned adults
Wednesday, November 2 - Box Lunches & Bingo

11:30 AM-1:30 PM@ Oakmont Campus (914 Oak Grove Road) $6 for lunch

Thursday, November 10 - Lunch Bunch Day Trip

We will tour the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame and have lunch at The Fish Market (on Southside). We will be leaving Trinity at 8:30 AM. $6.00 for tour ticket
and van usage, followed by dutch-treat lunch.

Tuesday, November 15 - Senior Adult Council Meeting

See you Sunday.

10 AM Small Dining Room. Please be present for discussion and sharing ideas
as our ministry heads into 2017!

Wednesday, November 16 - Service for the Season
Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR
berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

10 AM -12 PM Small Dining Room. We will give back to Trinity as a Thanksgiving project. There will be a variety of projects such as rolling t-shirts, writing
notes to homebound members, straightening Bibles and hymnals in our sanctuary...and more!

Monday, December 5 - UAB Band Christmas Program Save the Date!
3 PM in the Fellowship Hall

Questions about SALT? Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737

Join us on Facebook:

Trinity Kids

11/13 spark!

Just for students in 4th and 5th grades... SPARK! meets on the second
Sunday of every month, from 5:45-7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Join us on Nov. 13
for dinner, games, a message, and time to discuss with your friends. Register online:
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737 | echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
November 5 • Belk Charity Day Sale (6-10 AM)

Tickets are available from any Trinity UMW member and in the church office. All ticket sale
proceeds benefit UMW-supported charities. You buy a $5 ticket and UMW receives the $5
for missions. You receive $5 off your first Belk purchase during the sale hours!

November 13 • Soup for the Soul Fundraiser

Trinity UMW Circles will make 320 quarts of delicious soup that will be sold on a first come
first serve basis Sunday morning, Nov. 13 between 9:45 AM - 12:00 Noon - or until sold out.
Containers of Broccoli Cheddar, Santa Fe, White Chili Chicken and Baked Potato soup will
each sell for $10 with proceeds benefiting local missions. There will also be a bake sale of
delicious breads, corn muffins and other savory items for sale. Don’t miss it!

November 28 • A Special Evening of Thanksgiving

All are invited to this special evening on Monday, November 28 at 6 PM in the Fellowship
Hall. Every year the UMW recognizes those individuals who have gone above and beyond to
promote mission and activities in our church and community with a Special Missions Award.
This year’s event will also include a World Thank Offering and General UMW meeting.
Dinner reservations are $6. Non-UMW member reservations can be made by emailing Billie
Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net. UMW Members need to email their Circle Chair
for reservations. Dinner reservation deadline is Tuesday, November 22.
Questions about UMW? Contact Cel Bailey at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.

[ A Note From The Finance Office ]

The Holiday Season is quickly approaching and here at Trinity we have so many
things to be thankful for! Thank you all for your continued support of Trinity and its
ministries in 2016. Giving through September of $2,909,809 continues to outpace
expenses through September of $2,811,843 by $97,966. On October 30 we will
celebrate the generosity of our congregation and the commitments made for
2017. Thank you so much to every household that has made that commitment!
Because of you, we are able to budget and plan for a successful year of worshipping and living in ministry together in 2017. If you have not had the opportunity to
make a 2017 pledge, please fill out a commitment card located in the pews or visit
our website “Give” page. Online, you will also notice that we have a new way to
support Trinity by making a one-time or recurring electronic gift using ACH, Debit
or Credit cards. Please contact the Finance Office with questions regarding online
gifts. With love and thanksgiving for each of you,
Laura Ellis, CPA
Executive Director

lellis@trinitybirmingham.com
205-879-1737

During the month of November, the sermon topic will be “TOXIC.”
We invite you to join us for worship and hear messages of hope and promise.
Book Group to Discuss Bryan Stevenson’s book, Just Mercy.
Tuesday, November 1 - 7-8:30 PM
The Hinnen Home - 825 Acton Avenue, Homewood 35209
Please RSVP! Email cheryl.hinnen@gmail.com
(Childcare available)

– John Grisham says of Bryan Stevenson, “Not since Atticus Finch has a fearless and committed lawyer made such a difference in the American South. Bryan Stevenson, however,
is very much alive and doing God’s work fighting for the poor, the oppressed, the voiceless,
and those with no hope. Just Mercy is his inspiring and powerful story.” –

If you would like to join the discussion, we invite you to join us!

November 1

Book Group Discussion, 7-8:30 PM (Hinnen Home)

November 2

Box Lunches & Bingo - SALT, 11:30 AM

November 6

All Saints Sunday, 9:30 & 11 AM

November 6

NEXT STEPS for Guests & New Members, 10:30 AM

November 6

Charge Conference, 2-4 PM

November 8

FoodShare Ministry, 3:45-6 PM

November 8

Oakmont UMW Circle 1, 7 PM

November 10 Trinity Men’s Dinner, 6:30 PM
November 15 Oakmont UMW Circle 2, 10 AM
November 19 Rake-A-Thon, 8 AM-12 PM
November 22 FoodShare Ministry, 3:45-6 PM

Sunday | 9:30 Contemporary & 11 AM Traditional
Oakmont Campus 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen | jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

connect & serve
LAY SHEPHERDS

Missions

Over 52,000 meals packed at Stop Hunger Now.

outreach calendar
11/4 &
11/5

Modern Family Closet

11/8 &
11/22

FoodShare Ministry

11/13 &
11/20

Angel Trees

Oakmont Campus: Our closet will be open from 10 AM - 2 PM for families in need. Volunteer shopkeepers and like new children’s clothing
and supplies are needed! (It will also be open 12/2 & 3.)
Oakmont Campus: FoodShare will meet at 4 PM. Through this new
ministry we purchase food and household goods from the FoodBank for
60 adults and children. Volunteers are needed to pick up the food, bring
the afternoon snack, and simply spend time with our families.

Oxmoor & Oakmont Campuses: Select an “Angel” from one
of our special trees and provide Christmas gifts to an adult
or child in need. Angels at Oakmont campus will be adults
who live at the ARC and Angels at the Oxmoor campus
will be area children.

11/19

Rake-A-Thon

Thurs

AL-ANON, Each Thursday

Kid

Friendly

Oakmont Campus: Rake-A-Thon is a church-wide service opportunity
and is also open to the rest of the community. On Saturday, November
19, 8 AM - Noon (beginning with a volunteer huddle at the Oakmont
campus before dispersing) We’ll spend the morning raking yards
in West Homewood, prioritizing known homes of senior adults, single-parents, foster/adopted families, and families with special needs.
Volunteers only need to bring a rake - we will provide bags. Questions?
Contact Jeremiah Toole at jtoole@trinitybirmingham.com.
Oxmoor Campus: AL-Anon is held on Thursdays from 7-8 PM in the
Fireside Room (1st floor Gym hallway) for families and friends of alcoholics. Open group, no sign up necessary. Questions? Contact Kam
Carden at kam.carden@hotmail.com

For full details on all events listed above, log on to
www.trinitybirmingham.com/get-involved/
Questions about Trinity Missions & Outreach? Contact Kristan Walker
205-879-1737 | kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

Pictured are new members Lauren, Matt, and
Charlie Kiser with their lay shepherds, Noelle
and John Cadden.

The Lay Shepherding Ministry
has returned to Trinity!
In this ministry, existing members are
matched with our newest members
as their “shepherd” for a period of
one year. Lay Shepherds will guide
new members by sharing information,
becoming a familiar face, and being
available to their new charge.
Time commitment is for 12 months.

If interested, contact Laura Eanes at 879-1737 or leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.

opportunities

to serve your church

OPPORTUNITY				COMMITMENT
1. Lay Shepherds				
Shepherding a new member for 1 year
2. Data Entry / Database			
As needed
3. Van Drivers				
As needed
4. Readers / All services			
As needed
5. Parking Lot Greeters			
1-2 Sundays per month
6. Youth After School / Element Café		
Tues. or Thurs. afternoons
7. Ushers at both Campuses / All services
2 Sundays per month
8. Kitchen Helpers			
2 Wednesdays per month

Sign up online to serve in weekly worship services: http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer
Questions? Contact Laura Eanes 205-879-1737 | leanes@trinitybirmingham.com

STRENGTHS!

Join other Trinity members to
discover your God-given gifts for serving others.
Using an online assessment, Gallup’s Strengthfinder, we will discuss where God may be calling
YOU to use your talent. The next class begins
Wednesday, November 9. Spots available!
- 4 Wednesdays, 6- 7PM
NOTE: Coming 2017, “Parenting by Strengths”
Strengths class is a pre-requisite!
For questions, or to register, email Laura at
leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.

Trinity’s Village of Moms! MOMentum Mothers Moving Forward Supporting, Connecting, Growing - will meet on Thursday, November 3 from
10-11:30 AM in the Small Parlor. Guest speakers will be Trinity’s Mollie Erickson,
Tina Thompson and Eleanor Christensen. They will cover the topic: Grateful Hearts
and Blessings for the Holidays. This group is open to moms of children of all ages.
Childcare is provided and lunch is served ($7). Join us! Questions?
ContactDonya Traylor at donyamt@bellsouth.net or for reservations
and/or to be added to the email list, contact Elizabeth Sellers at
elizabeth.s.sellers@gmail.com.

new members

welcome!

Ruth Green
1837 Paulette Drive, Hoover 35226
Ruth joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church.
She is retired.

Steve Brown
300 Greenwood Street, Homewood 35209
Steve joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church.
He is an attorney at Bressler, Amery
& Ross.
Mike and Judy Cater
1546 Melton Road, Bessemer 35022
The Caters joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church.
They are both retired.
Joseph and Samantha Newcomb
413 Windchase Way, Birmingham 35242
The Newcombs joined Trinity by transfer
from another United Methodist Church.
Joseph is an ICU Manager at St. Vincent’s
and Samantha is a physical therapist. They
have two sons, Brooks (2) and Bennett
(8 mo.).
Stephen and Abby Tangerman
3508 Tanglecreek Circle,
Vestavia Hills 35243
The Tangermans joined Trinity by
vows from another Christian denomination and by profession of faith.
Stephen is an IT Director for Ebsco
Industries and Abby is a CPA. They
have a son, Grayson (10 mo.).
Dave and Leah Johnston
2117 Woodhue Drive, Vestavia Hills 35216
The Johnstons joined Trinity by transfer
from another United Methodist Church.
Dave is a lawyer with Brooks, Harmon &
Johnston and Leah is an accountant with
Ernst & Young. They have two children,
Clay (11) and Mary Grace (9).
Matt and Lauren Kiser
2213 Garland Dr., Vestavia Hills 35216
The Kisers joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist
Church and by profession of faith.
Matt is a banker at BBVA Compass
and Lauren is a teacher in Hoover City
Schools. They have a son, Charlie
Beck (9 mo.).
Patrick Gray & Claire Hubbs
429 Hillwood Drive, Homewood 35209
Patrick and Claire joined Trinity by
transfer from another United Methodist Church and by vows from another
Christian denomination. Patrick is an
account manager for Landstar Transportation and Claire is a grant writer
for the Birmingham Museum of Art.
They have a daughter, Lottie (2).
Dan Carlson
721 Rockhurst Drive, Homewood 35209
Dan joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. He is the
Senior Associate Athletic Director of
Administration at UAB.

Family First

W orship

Mid-week interactive worship for all ages.

1st Wednesday nights
6:15-7:00 pm, Sanctuary

NOVEMBER 2

join us!
Jim and Cendy Cooper
4652 Amberley Drive, Birmingham 35242
The Coopers joined Trinity by vows
from another Christian denomination.
Jim is retired and Cendy is a librarian for
Cornerstone Schools of AL.
Rene Perez
913 Grand Reserve Drive, Pelham 35124
Rene joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. He works in
software for Jack Henry & Associates.
Brad & Hannah Hightower (not pictured)
306 Saint Charles Street, Homewood 35209
The Hightowers joined Trinity by vows
from another Christian denomination.
Brad is an attorney with Christian & Small
and Hannah is a physician. They have two
children, Maggie (3) and George (1).
Jenny Pickens (not pictured)
326 Huntington Parc Road, Hoover 35226
Jenny joined Trinity by vows from
another Christian denomination. She
works as a credentialing coordinator.

N ext

Steps

If you are new to Trinity, we invite
you to join us for NEXT STEPS. It’s a
membership track designed specifically
for our guests and new members.
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors
and staff, learn more about Trinity and
our Methodist beliefs.
• OXMOOR Campus:
Every Sunday 10 AM in the Large Parlor
• OAKMONT Campus:
1st Sunday 10:30 AM in the Comfort Room

Questions? Contact Shelley Brockwell
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com
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SUNDAYS

at Trinity

OXMOOR CAMPUS: Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
OAKMONT CAMPUS: Worship 9:30 & 11:00 AM

Oxmoor Campus: 1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood • 205.879.1737 | Oakmont Campus: 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood • 205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

important dates

November 2		

Family First Worship

November 4-6		

Confirmation Retreat, Lake Junaluska

November 6		

All Saints Sunday

November 10		

Trinity Men’s Dinner

November 13		

Soup for the Soul, UMW Fundraiser

November 14		

Administrative Board Meeting

November 20		

Community Thanksgiving Service

November 24 & 25

Thanksgiving Holiday, Church Office Closed

November 27		

Hanging of the Green, 1st Sunday of Advent

November 28		

UMW General Meeting

The Churches of Homewood present

A Community Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 20
6 PM

Hosted by Trinity United Methodist Church

Everyone is cordially invited.

S T E WA R D S H I P 2 0 1 7

Have you returned your 2017 Commitment of Giving? www.trinitybirmingham.com/giving

