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“Are You Saved?”  In the past 100 years 
of evangelical Christianity no question has 
been asked more in church. The premise 
of the question implies that there is some 
looming experience or reality from which 
people need to be saved. And the response 
it invites is either “Yes!” or “No”. 

The question is asked to encourage a per-
son to consider professing a personal faith 
in Jesus Christ. Those who answer, “Yes!” 
have asked for God’s forgiveness for their 
sins – and God promises forgiveness for all 
who ask. Believers are therefore assured of 
sharing eternity in heaven with God.

Methodists affirm that each Christian must 
acknowledge their need for God’s forgive-
ness and to confess faith in Jesus Christ. 
But in the Wesleyan tradition perhaps a 
better question for us to pose is “Are You 
BEING Saved?”. This question suggests 

that being a Christian is not simply to be 
forgiven, but radically transformed over time 
from the inside out.

This Lenten season, we will focus upon 
the work of the Holy Spirit in our series 
“Produce.” The Spirit of God, working 
cooperatively with our choices, bears good 
fruit. After all, Jesus promised in John 10, 
“I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.”

Join us for our 2017 Lenten journey across 
six Sundays - as together we seek to grow 
deeper roots and produce healthier fruit.

Lenten Sermon Series Begins Sunday, March 5

Traditional worship - 8:45 & 11 AM

contact worship - 8:45 & 11 AM

Trinity West Homewood - 9 & 11 AM

Register Today: www.steeple2steeple.com



On Sunday afternoon this past week, I attended the funeral of a former pa-
rishioner, Diana, who tragically took her own life. She was only 52 years 
old, happily married for almost a quarter century to a man who loved her, 
and the proud mom of three incredible young men. 

I know there is a tendency when someone dies to become hyperbolic in 
our praise of their character, making them out to be more than they were 
in life, but Diana was one of those rare people that stuck out in any crowd 
you placed her in. I’m pretty sure she saw it as her personal goal to meet 
everyone on the face of the planet. She was the kind of advocate for her 
family and other families that relentlessly fought for the good of those 
around her, whether that took serving as team mom to multiple teams at 
once or wandering into the offices of local politicians.

She was a force to be reckoned with, one of the most outgoing and social 
personalities I have ever encountered. Diana did not filter her feedback, 
and she frequently claimed this was her birthright as a Latino woman.  
Whether she was happy or upset or concerned or excited about something, 
she immediately let you know. I learned to brace myself when I looked 
down at my phone’s screen and saw her name, because she did not hesitate 
to let me know when the church wasn’t doing everything it could and 
should be doing. 

The lovely part about Diana is that whenever she would identify a 
problem, she was the first to volunteer to help lead the way through it. 
Throughout the funeral, I was remembering Diana and her husband faith-
fully putting away tables and chairs for Wednesday night supper at the 
church, the kind of unpaid and unrecognized work that makes the Body of 
Christ what it is. 

In an auditorium packed with people for her funeral, no one could’ve seen 
this coming. Such is the nature of mental illness—like any other disease, 
there is rarely any logic to when or where or why it strikes. But I’m like-
wise convinced that most of us in that room had spent these last several 
days wondering what we could’ve done or said differently. 

As we enter this season of Lent, I am mindful that the Christian calendar 
leads us into some places we would not otherwise go. To rehearse the 
betrayal and brutality of Christ’s journey to the cross every year seems 
counterintuitive, and perhaps that is why people will show up for Easter 
Sunday who won’t attend Good Friday.

But it is the difficult part of the road, it is the 
costly part of the journey, that gives meaning 
to the destination. It is the cross that makes 
the empty tomb a symbol of life. And it is our 
willingness to follow Christ wherever he leads, 
against our better instincts, that enables us to 

live our hope in such a broken world.

It is the hurting that makes us human, it is the sharing of other’s pain that 
makes us compassionate, and it’s all a part of following our Savior. My 
prayer is that this Lent would not just be a space on our calendar, or an 
empty religious routine, but a season of introspection and prayer, leaving 
us more like our Lord. So that even those who hurt in silence and shadow 
would know that the church is a safe place for them. See you Sunday.

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

It is the cross 
that makes the 

empty tomb 
a symbol of life.

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

trinitykids
3/12    spark!   5:45-7:00 PM, Fellowship Hall
Sunday evening fun just for students in 4th and 5th grades. 

3/30    family service day   9:00 AM, Oxmoor campus, Fellowship Hall
We will be painting flower pots, planting seeds, and 
delivering these gifts to our homebound members.

4/8    egg hunt  10:00 AM, Oakmont Campus
Don’t miss the annual egg hunt, a morning of fun!

upcoming events
Ministry

summer fun register now!
trinitybirmingham.com/kids/summer-programs/

This past Christmas season, I heard Trinity 
member Keith Wessel play the grand piano 
in our Sanctuary. I was amazed at his talent, 
touch, and accuracy. Although many in the 
congregation cannot see who is playing the 
piano, whoever listens to him knows he is an 
excellent musician. What you may not know 
is that Keith is blind.

Keith inherited the same eye condition that 
his mother had - a disease called retinitis 
pigmentosa. While Keith was not blind at 
birth, he slowly lost his sight which stabi-
lized at about age 13. When asked if losing 
his sight made him afraid, he replied, “I 
never thought to be afraid because of my 
parents’ experience.” Keith’s father is also 
blind, but from a different condition.

Growing up, Keith had access to a piano 
and he took lessons. He started very young, 
around age 4, and by age 10, he began 
lessons with a teacher who inspired him 
to be serious about playing. Early on, his 
vision was good enough to see the music. 
Once his blindness rendered him unable to 
see the notes, his teacher would play a line 
of music and then he would repeat it. This is 
how he learned to play by ear. Later, during 
high school, he studied jazz and improvisa-
tion with Mike Cocher at the University of 
Illinois, who he says truly changed his life. 
These studies helped him learn how to, in his 
words, “put brain to finger.”

Fast forward to 2016. Having lived in 
Homewood for a decade, Keith hardly 
touched a piano since he and his wife, Sarah, 
had relocated here. They were focusing on 
starting a family, so Keith decided to take 

a “break” from playing at church. But now 
that his two boys, George and Ben, are old 
enough to participate in Wednesday night 
choir, he is here every Wednesday for dinner 
and programs. Knowing that Keith plays 
well, Jodi Haskins, being one of our best 
talent scouts, asked him to play for our chil-
dren’s choir rehearsals. This Christmas Eve, 
he accompanied the entire worship service at 
the 3:00 PM hour with Jodi at his side giv-
ing him cues and a sheet of reminder notes 
that he had typed for himself in Braille. 

Keith’s advice to those who are reluctant to 
serve in the church is this: “The lesson God 
keeps trying to teach me is not to hesitate 
when asked to help. Every time I’ve given 
in, not only has the timing worked out, but 
because of making time all sorts of other 
good things have happened. If you’re afraid 
to use your spiritual gifts, just try it and see 
what doors God may open.”  

We are grateful to Keith and we say a collec-
tive “Thanks be to God!” for blessing him 
with his gifts and blessing us by his presence.

Russell Nelson
Director of Music Ministry

An inspiring Spiritual Gift

Family Service Day
March 30



[ A Note From The Finance Office ]
We have had a great start to the year with January total receipts of $364,111 
and total expenses of $277,536 for a net increase in the reserve of $86,575. For 
our 2017 Glad and Generous campaign, we made a goal of 800 pledges. So far, 
we have received 774 pledges toward this goal! There is still time to make your 
pledge if you would like to make a more formal commitment to ministry in 2017. 
To pledge or give online, please visit http://www.trinitybirmingham.com/giving/.

Laura Ellis, CPA            lellis@trinitybirmingham.com
Executive Director          205-879-1737

Trinity’s Village of Moms! MOMentum Mothers Moving Forward - 
Supporting, Connecting, Growing - will meet on Thursday, March 2 
from 10-11:30 AM in the Small Parlor. Moms meet for a morning of fellow-
ship, friendship and programs focused on topics relevant to today’s parenting.
This month’s speaker is parenting expert Dawn Wolfe. She will discuss under-
standing child development ages and stages. This group is open to moms with 
children of all ages. Childcare is provided and lunch is served ($7). Join us! 
For questions contact, Donya Traylor at donyamt@bellsouth.net for reservations 
and/or to be added to the email list, contact Elizabeth Sellers at 
elizabeth.s.sellers@gmail.com.

march 2

UMW Hands-On Mission Dinner & Program
Monday, March 20 at 6 PM  [ Oxmoor Campus, Fellowship Hall ] 
UMW members, guests and kids/grandkids are invited to enjoy dinner and a 
hands on mission opportunity to benefit Trinity’s Food Share program, Family 
Promise of Birmingham and The Overflow Foundation.
Dinner reservations ($6 adults/$3 kids under age 9) are required and non-UMW 
members should contact Billie Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net.
UMW Members need to email their Circle Chair for both adult and child(ren) 
dinner reservations. The deadline for reservations is Tuesday, March 14. 
Don’t miss this wonderful evening of fellowship and giving back!
– Questions about UMW? Contact Cel Bailey at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.–

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events

Congratulations! These four lovely ladies 
were the recipients of the 2016 UMW Special 
Mission Recognition Award.

(L-R) Laura McCain, Sara Robinson, 
Cel Bailey and Wendy Blaszyk

Trinity’s Committee on Higher Education & Campus Ministry

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE  
Deadline to apply: March 26, 2017

All forms available in the church office.

Sunday  |  9 AM Modern & 11 AM Traditional
10 AM Community Hour

Oakmont Campus 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us for the new 10 AM Community Hour! 
At 10 AM our church will have a time for community - with different 

programs during this hour. Each week there will be a chance to grow closer to each 
other and know Jesus better. I hope you’ll join us.  - Rev. Jack Hinnen

MARCH COMMUNITY HOUR SCHEDULE
•  March 5  –  Lenten Kickoff
•  March 12 – Pastor’s Study
•  March 19 – Next Steps & Pastor’s Study
•  March 26 – Pastor’s Study  |  Spring Break Week

March 1  Ash Wednesday Service, 6:30 PM 
March 3  Modern Family Ministry Closet, 10 AM
March 7  FoodShare Ministry, 3:45-6 PM
March 11 Project Serve - Lenten Habitat Build Day
March 14 Trinity Men’s Dinner, 6:30 PM
March 19 Next Steps, 10 AM
March 21 Oakmont Circle 2, 10 AM
March 21 FoodShare Ministry, 3:45-6 PM

march EVENTS

Hey Neighbor! Join us for the annual



Questions about SALT? 
Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737, droose@trinitybirmingham.com

Wednesday, March 8 - Pot Luck & Bingo
11:30 AM-1:00 PM, Oakmont Campus. Bring a veggie, salad or dessert and join 
us for a pot luck lunch then stay for several fun games of Bingo with prizes! Also, 
please be ready to contribute $2.00 for drinks and paper goods.

Wednesday, March 15 - Movie Madness
12:30-3:00 PM, Oakmont Campus. Bring a snack and join us for the movie, 
“GREATER.” Based on the true story of Brandon Burlsworth, perhaps the greatest 
walk-on in the history of college football. This Christian-based movie is about faith, 
diligence, and why bad things happen to good people. Even if you don’t like football, 
this movie will inspire you to be the person God wants you to be!
  
Thursday, March 16 - Lunch Bunch
Meet at Trinity’s Large Parking Lot at 11:30 AM. Lunch Bunch will be taking a trip 
“up the mountain!” We will have lunch at 12 Noon at Capers on Park - housed in the 
old Bluff Park Elementary School. After lunch, we will visit Hoover Folklore Center 
and learn a bit about how our neighboring community was settled. On our way back 
down the mountain we will stop at Bluff Park Ice Cream Shoppe for a snack!

Monday, March 20 - Gee’s Bend Trip FINAL PAYMENT DUE!

Thursday, March 23 - Seasoned Adult Council Meeting
10:00-11:30 AM, Oxmoor Campus Small Dining Room. This meeting is open to 
ALL SEASONED ADULTS FROM BOTH CAMPUSES from ages 55 to 105! This 
is your opportunity to discuss what is coming up on our calendar and give your input 
as to what YOU would like to see our ministry do in the coming months.

Tuesday, March 28 - Movers & Shakers Meeting
11:30 AM-1:00 PM, Oxmoor Campus Fellowship Hall. Come and enjoy a delicious 
meal prepared by our wonderful Chef Bert for only $6.00! Our special speaker will  be 
Emily Cheatwood from Hand in Paw, a non-profit organization, that trains pet partner 
teams as therapeutic tools in medical, social service and educational settings.

seasoned adults

outreach calendar

3/11

For full details on all events listed above, log on to
www.trinitybirmingham.com/get-involved/

Questions about Trinity Missions & Outreach? 
Kristan Walker   205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

Missions

3/16

Kid
Friendly

3/1 -
4/16

Baby Boomer Spring Speaker Series
Wednesday Evenings @ 6 pm  •  Beginning March 8
TOPICS: Good Mental Health Habits, Improving Communication with 
Your Spouse, Adapting to Change, Being a Good Grandparent
[ Speakers from Grayson & Associates ] watch for details!

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner Study
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? If so, we 
would love for you to join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM. This group 
meets at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott.  A free, home cooked dinner 
is served along with fellowship, study and door prizes!  For more info, 
contact Lisa Elliott at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.comLENTEN “SPRING CLEANING” DRIVE

1. Help freshen up someone else’s home by purchasing the following 
household items for Trinity’s FoodShare ministry.
- Paper Products (toilet paper/paper towels)  
- Shampoo (for adults and babies)  - Unscented Laundry Detergent 
- Disinfecting wipes or sprays          - Soap (for dishes, hands, body)

2. Support our Children’s Clothes Closet by cleaning out your kid’s 
closets! Donate like new or new children’s clothing and shoes for 
SPRING and SUMMER. (Note: Cannot accept used underwear, 
socks, or bathing suits.)

Donation drop off locations for both supplies and clothing:
- OXMOOR  Campus 2nd Floor Commons 
- OAKMONT Campus Narthex (supplies) and Closet (clothes)

LENTEN HABITAT BUILD DAY
This Lent, like in previous Advent and 
Lenten seasons, we are partnering with 
other Birmingham churches to build a 
home for a local family in need. Build 
day will be Saturday, March 11. For 
questions or to volunteer, contact Laura 
McCain at lamccain@bellsouth.net.

WEEKENDER BACKPACK MINISTRY
Help assemble food packs from 
9-11 AM on 3/16. Volunteers 
meet in the Oxmoor Campus 
Fellowship Hall. This great 

ministry provides weekend meals to 150 food insecure children in 
Homewood and the West End. 
Delivery volunteers are also needed weeekly each Friday.

STEEPLE TO STEEPLE RUN
Support the United Methodist Children’s Home and register 
TODAY for the 3rd Annual Steeple to Steeple 5K Run/Walk 
from Trinity to Canterbury & the new 10K Run from Trinity 
West HWD to Canterbury. 

              Go to www.steeple2steeple.com for registration.

SMALL GROUP SERVICE OPPORTUNITY @ COR!
Every Thursday morning Trinity volunteers serve a meal at Church of 
the Reconciler. Currently, a group is needed to serve every 5th Thurs-
day of the month. Groups typically prep meal in advance and arrive at 
9 AM and are finished by 10 AM. Cost of food, beverages, and paper 
products is reimbursable by TUMC Outreach. Questions? Contact 
David Miller at 205-320-2680.

4/22

Kid
Friendly



Guests & new members
If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for 
NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly membership track designed 
specifically for our guests and new members. 
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, 
learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

   Next
Steps
• Oxmoor Campus:   Every Sunday 10 AM in the Large Parlor
• Oakmont Campus: Third Sundays 10 AM in the Comfort Room
Questions about Next Steps? Contact Shelley Brockwell
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com  |  879-1737

welcome!new members
Cindy and Jay St. Clair
2524 Aspen Cove Drive, Vestavia Hills 35243
The St. Clairs joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. Jay is an attorney and 
Cindy is a professor at Judson College.

Elizabeth and Bryan Mullins
5568 Park Side Circle, Hoover 35244
The Mullins family joined Trinity by vows 
from another Christian denomination. Bryan is 
Vice President of Interior Elements. They have 
three children, Mary Larkin (11), Cooper (9) 
and Grey (9).

Martin Cochran
1315 Barristers Court, Birmingham 35115
Martin joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. He is a music professor 
at UAB and Kennesaw State University,

Ramona and Gary Yarbrough
3625 Havenhill Drive, Irondale 35210
Ramona joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Gary transfers his 
Charge Conference affiliation from another United 
Methodist Church. Gary is the Director of Pastoral 
Care at Shelby Baptist Medical and Ramona is a 
RN Case Manager at Grandview Medical.

Katie Palmer
3831 Jessica Lane, Birmingham 35243
Katie joined Trinity by associate membership. 
She is an account manager for Aerotek.

Susan and Samuel Vogt
1830 Merryvale Road, Vestavia Hills 35216
The Vogts joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. Samuel is an 
underwriter for Protective Life and Susan is a 
healthcare analyst for BCBS of AL.

Brandi and Lee Patterson
222 Lakeshore Drive, Homewood 35209
The Patterson family joined Trinity by transfer 
from another United Methodist Church and by 
Profession of Faith. Lee is an attorney, and they 
have three children, Taylor (12), Ann Huett (10) 
and Millie (7).

Alana and Scott Frederick
911 Palmetto Street, Homewood 35209
The Frederick family joined Trinity by transfer 
from another United Methodist Church. They 
are both attorneys. They have a daughter, 
Evelyn (8 months).

Kirstie and Tray Ivey
1733 Wellington Road, Homewood 35209
The Ivey family joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Tray is a CPA. 
They have two children, James Trawick (12) 
and Ella Grace (14).

Karla Stamps
524 10th Court South, Birmingham 35205
Karla joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. She is self-employed.

This small group is for “Strengths” class graduates! Join us for a book discussion on Gallup’s 
newest Strengths Installment: “Strengths-Based Parenting”. Come discuss how you might 
encourage your child to serve God using his/her God-given gifts! 3 Wednesdays:  
March 8, 15 & 22 from 6-7 PM (Oxmoor Campus, Large Parlor)
To sign up or for questions, email Laura Eanes at leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.

STRENGTHS! Returns with a twist...for parents!

Oakmont Campus: Sunday, March 5
After each worship service.   
Outside the front doors (weather permitting)
 
Oxmoor Campus:  Sunday, March 12
After each worship service.  
Outside the front doors of Wesley Hall & Sanctuary (weather permitting)

ALSO! Wednesday, March 15
5-6 PM, Fellowship Hall
 
OR If you have a family picture that you’d like to submit, 
email it to Marie Pasco at mpasco@trinitybirmingham.com.
[ Low-resolution, close-up pictures are best! ]

Trinity

SPOT
PHOTO

New Online Membership Directory coming soon! Have your photo made...

Palm Cross Workshop
SATURDAY, APRIL 8
9:00 AM - 12 Noon (Come and go as you are able.)

Fellowship Hall
Oxmoor Campus



OXMOOR CAMPUS:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
OAKMONT CAMPUS:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Oakmont Campus:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737 or droose@trinitybirmingham.com
Hurry! Register by March 20. 

important dates
March 1 Ash Wednesday Services, 7-8 AM & 6:30 PM

March 2 MOMentum, 10 AM

March 3-5 Middle School Discovery Weekend

March 8 Baby Boomer Speaker Series Begins

March 11 Lenten Habitat Build Day

March 12 Spark! 4th & 5th grades, 5:45 PM

March 13 Administrative Board Meeting, 7 PM

March 14 Trinity Men Dinner, 6:30 PM

March 20 UMW Hands-On Mission Night, 6 PM

March 26-31 Spring Break Week

March 28 Movers & Shakers Meeting, 11:30 AM

April 8   Palm Cross Workshop, 9 AM-12 PM

April 8   Easter Egg Hunt, 10 AM


