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Trinity’s elementary choirs presented their spring music program, 
“Unplugged” on Sunday, April 30. This engaging performance took 
place in the Sanctuary during the Sunday School hour. Not only 
was the performance full of delightful songs, it also delivered a great 
message for all ages! Children’s choirs will resume in the fall, watch 
for ways your child can become involved.

UNPLUGGED

July 17-20  •  9 AM - Noon  [ Oxmoor Campus ]
For kids entering 4K-3rd grade in Fall of 2017

Don’t miss out on this highlight of the summer at TrinityKids! 
This summer our campers will discover their strength in God at 
Hero Central. VBS fun will include crafts, recreation, music, snacks 
and fellowship. Also! A full day option for working parents is available 
with a registration fee of $25. 

To register or to volunteer, visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL



As a child at Trinity, I learned a simple  
but powerful truth:
The church is not a building
The church is not a steeple
The church is not a resting place
The church is the people!

I still know the hand motions, in case you are 
curious. That simple thought has dramatically 
shaped my ministry, that we have to always be 
more mindful of people than we are of property. 
The hearts and souls of our brothers and sisters 
are infinitely more valuable than the carpet in the 
parlor, and one of the reasons this church is thriv-
ing is that we practice that truth on a daily basis.

That said, the buildings we worship in, the 
classrooms where our kids learn about the love 
of God, the gym where our teenagers congregate 
after school, the Sunday School rooms that allow 
brothers and sisters in Christ to gather for fellow-
ship – our physical facilities are treasure chests, 
making possible some of the most vital work of 
our congregation. To that end, I wanted to write 
and give the church family an update as to where 
we stand with our building repair needs as well 
as the master planning process.  

Beginning last summer, the Trustees began inves-
tigating some long-term water damage in the first 
floor children’s classrooms, caused by drainage 
from the empty courtyard off of Oxmoor Road. 
Initially hoping this would be a small problem, 
we brought in consultants from Atlanta to do an 
assessment, and they concluded that we had not 
one, but several significant problems. Water has 
been entering the building through the roof, the 
mortar in the exterior walls, drainage pipes in 
the wall, and poorly graded drains at the ground 
level. Recognizing the potential for mold in the 
walls, we immediately closed five of our kids’ 
classrooms, and brought in contractors to assess 
the cost of repairs.

The initial estimate to simply repair the exterior 
walls (which involves the removal of the stone 
siding, repair to the structure behind the stone, 
and significant re-working of the drainage sys-
tem) was over 1.5 million dollars, which would 
basically get us back everything we have lost, but 
not a single new square foot of ministry space. 
Early estimates indicate we could erect a building 

in that space, solve the drainage problem, and 
add over 7,000 square feet for roughly another 
million dollars.  

These findings led us to commission a Master 
Planning team early this year, who has been 
meeting with our architectural partner, CDH out 
of Atlanta. Over the last several weeks, CDH 
has visited our campus on multiple occasions, 
including a Sunday morning, and gathered tre-
mendous amounts of data on worship attendance, 
program participation, parking, and the usage of 
the current facility. Sometime in August, we plan 
to host a town hall meeting with the congregation 
to share CDH’s findings, and garner feedback 
from the church family about our next steps.  
To date, CDH has identified four critical prior-
ities that need to be addressed, and a myriad of 
“important” opportunities for us to consider. The 
four critical priorities (in no particular order) will 
likely not be a surprise to any of you that have 
been at Trinity long:
- Solving the water abatement and drainage issue  
  in the southeast courtyard
- Repair and improve the elementary children’s    
  ministry space
- Parking
- Contact worship space

At this juncture, nothing has been decided about 
what to do with each of these issues, but we hope 
to have some substantial progress to show you 
by the end of the summer. We have an excellent 
partner in CDH, as they literally wrote the book 
on church master planning! We will spend the 
fall finalizing the scope of our work, and likely 
launch a capital campaign in January 2018.

If you have any questions about the process or 
where we stand, I encourage you to reach out to 
one of the members of our planning team.   
The members of the Master Planning team are:
Mark Limbaugh, Chair Joe Bolen 
Larry Wilson  Laura Eanes 
Linda Smith  David Thompson*
Carrie Carter  Laura Ellis*
Larry Northington Brian Erickson*
David Siegel  

The church is not the building, the church is the 
people, and I am so grateful to be in ministry 
with people like you.

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

START BECOMING A GOOD SAMARITAN
• SUNDAYS at 10 AM - June & July
Location: Mouat Chapel
Each week, we will visit a different good samaritan topic. 
A guest speaker from various missional agencies will 
lead discussion. Registration not required. Questions? 
Contact Jessica Lane at jlane@trinitybirmingham.com.

LECTINO DIVINA
• THURSDAYS at 9:30 AM - June & July
Location: Main Santuary
A traditional Benedictine practice, Lectio Divina is 
scriptural reading, meditation and prayer which treats 
Scripture not as texts to be studied, but as the Living 
Word. Registration not required. Questions? Contact 
Stuart Parker at sparker@trinitybirmingham.com.

summer studies...

Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of 
Mark & Lisa Elliott.  A free, home cooked dinner is served 
along with fellowship, study and door prizes!  For more info, 
contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

young adults 
Tuesday Evening Dinner Study

Do you or someone you know love to work with children? 
We are currently looking for people with loving hands 
and hearts to join the nursery staff at both campuses.
Opportunities include working Sunday mornings and 
midweek nurseries. Children are ages 4 mo.-6 years. 
Interested individuals must be at least 16 years old.
To apply please contact: 
- Oakmont campus | Mia Toole
   mtoole@trinitybirmingham.com 
- Oxmoor campus | Barry Smith
   bsmith@trinitybirmingham.com

Love kids? 
Nursery opportunity available



[ A Note From The Finance Office ]
This year, we received the highest Lenten Offering to date, raising $71,885 to 
gift to organizations and causes outside of the walls of our church! Year to date 
budget giving continues to exceed year to date expenses by $213,113 as of April 
30th. You may now access our electronic giving portal through the Trinity App as 
well as our website, www.trinitybirmingham.com/giving/ to give toward your 
pledge, the general budget or ongoing capital needs.  

Laura Ellis, CPA            lellis@trinitybirmingham.com
Executive Director          205-879-1737

UMW SPREE Craft & Bake Sale Event
Saturday, June 10 from 9 AM - 2 PM  [ Oakmont campus ]
This yearly craft and bake sale will be held in the Fellowship Hall & Gym at Trinity 
West Homewood. It is held in conjunction with the United Methodist Men’s BBQ 
Fundraiser. (see details below) Booths are available for those interested in dis-
playing & selling their arts, crafts, merchandise, etc. Booths are $25.00 each and 
include an 8 foot table & chairs. Booths must be reserved by June 7. (Reservation 
fees are non-refundable) Contact Peggy Gunnels in the church office at 879-1737 
or email pgunnels@trinitybirmingham.com for more information.

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events

– Questions about UMW? Contact Cel Bailey at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.–

Sunday  |  9 AM Modern & 11 AM Traditional
10 AM Community Hour

Oakmont Campus 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

June 7  Seasoned Adult Box Lunches & Bingo, 11:30 AM
June 10  UMW SPREE Craft & Bake Sale, 9 AM-2 PM
June 10  Trinity Men’s BBQ Fundraiser, 10 AM-2 PM
June 14  FoodShare Ministry, 9-11 AM
June 17  Project Serve @ East Lake Farmer’s Market, 7:15 AM 
June 20  Oakmont Circle 2, 10 AM
June 24  TWH Moonlight Movie Night, 7 PM
June 28  FoodShare Ministry, 9-11 AM

JUNE EVENTS

To access the new online membership directory, follow these easy steps.
Step One:   Go to https://tumcbham.shelbynextchms.com/
                    At the bottom of the page, click on “Forgot Password.” 
Step Two:   At the prompt, enter the email address where you receive Trinity emails.
                    You will then receive an email with a username and password. 
Step Three: Use this username and password to log in. There you will have an          
                    opportunity to change your username AND your password.

Please contact Marie Pasco in the church office if you have any questions or to 
update your picture. (mpasco@trinitybirmingham.com, 879-1737)

CONNECT Today!
New ONLINE Directory & App Available
Find details at www.trinitybirmingham.com

United Methodist Men’s BBQ Fundraiser
Saturday, June 10 from 10 AM - 2 PM  [ Oakmont campus ]
Don’t miss this annual Oakmont BBQ event. Shop at UMW’s SPREE 
event and also enjoy a delicious meal! $8.00 per ticket includes a 
BBQ plate with baked beans, cole slaw, bread  - OR -  sandwich plate 
with fixin’s for 2 sandwiches, chips & pickles.
You can also purchase a BBQ butt for $30.

Summer will be an exciting time at Trinity West Homewood!
#blessed Sermon Series Begins June 11

This 8 week summer series will bring eight truths guaranteed to 
turn your world upside down! 

•
Also happening at TWH every Sunday, FIVE Small Groups! 
Pastor’s Study, Young Adults, Women’s Study, Men’s Study, 

and a Book Study (It’s Not About Me).

Mark your calendar... ALPHA is coming in August! Watch for details.

MOVIE Join us!JUNE 24

Bring the family, invite your friends and neighbors!
Saturday, June 24 at 7 PM  •  Disney’s BIG HERO 6

Complimentary Hot Dogs, Chips & Popcorn
Magic City Sweet Ice available for purchase

Bring a lawn chair or blanket!



carden family
farewell reception
06.11.17

sunday, june 11 •  fellowship hall  •  10 am sunday school hour

For full details on all events listed above, log on to
www.trinitybirmingham.com/get-involved/

Questions about Trinity Missions & Outreach? 
Kristan Walker   205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

Missions& outreach

6/14&

6/28

FOODSHARE MINISTRY
Volunteer with TUMC’s Food Share, a year round ministry that 
provides food and household supplies to families in need. We have a 
NEW meeting time, the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month from 
9-11 AM in Trinity West Homewood’s Fellowship Hall. Want to support, 
but can’t volunteer? We are always accepting laundry detergent and 
paper products. (Oakmont campus)

SUMMER BOX FAN DRIVE
Help your neighbors stay cool this summer by donating a box fan. 
Drop off at the Oxmoor campus 2nd floor commons area (OR) Trinity 
West Homewood’s narthex in June and July. Fans will be given to our 
ministry partner, COMMUNITY FURNITURE BANK. 
(Oxmoor campus & Oakmont campus)

AL-ANON SUPPORT GROUP
Meets each week on Thursday from 7-9 PM in the Fireside Room 
located on 1st floor Gym hallway. (Oxmoor campus)

THUR.

June&

July

BACKPACK MINISTRY  The second year of Trinity’s 
Backpack Ministry concluded in May! This school year, 
Trinity volunteers assembled and delivered 5,133 week-
end meal packs to food insecure children in Homewood 
and West End. We plan to continue this ministry for a 
third year this fall, but we need your support! Donations 
can be made to TUMC, Memo: Backpack Ministry. 
ALSO! We will be partnering with Hall-Kent Elementary’s 
summer learning program. Volunteers needed to sssemble and deliver weekend 
meal packs to Hall-Kent Elementary each Thursday morning in June (8, 15, 22, 29).  
To volunteer for the summer or fall, contact Kristan Walker.

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

trinitykids
Venture
June 26-29 from 9am-3pm, Kids entering 4th-6th grade

VBS
July 17-20 from 9am-12pm, Kids entering 4K-3rd grade

SUMATANGA SLEEPOVER
July 28-30, Kids entering 1st-4th grade

crossover night
July 26, Kids entering 6th grade
 
family serve saturdays
June 17, July 22, August 19
Sign up for a Serve Saturday (or three!) this summer to show care for and get to 
know our neighbors, grow in our faith, and connect with other Trinity families. 
We will be packing fresh produce at East Lake UMC and delivering the boxed 
produce to neighbors. We’ll gather at 7:15 AM and should be done by 10:30 AM.

community camps @ trinity
• Art Camps (various weeks), Elizabeth Hubbard instructor
• Orff Summer Camp June 12-16, Lesley Vinzant instructor
• Basketball Camp July 24-28, Paul Brown instructor

SUMMER events
MinistryRegister today at www.trinitybirmingham.com

Trinity will travel to the Holy Land in 2018. The tour 
will be led by Rev. Brian Erickson. The 10-day tour is 
all inclusive including roundtrip international airfare.
For a brochure containing all trip details, contact Lisa 
Elliott in the church office at 879-1737, or email 
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com.

INFORMATION SESSION:
SUNDAY, JUNE 4 at 10:00 AM • Large Parlor

Holy Land
Journey
2018 Tour 10 days 

Jan.  30 - Feb. 8
Starting at

$4,298
www.eo.travel



welcome!new members

Questions about SALT? 
Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737, droose@trinitybirmingham.com

Wednesday, June 7 - Box Lunches & Bingo
11:30 AM-1:00 PM, Oakmont campus. $6.00 box lunches from Jason’s Deli and 
several types of Bingo games with fun prizes!

Monday, June 12 - Birmingham Barons Senior Day
10:30 AM departure for fun and food as the Birmingham Barons play Mobile.

Thursday, June 15 - Lunch Bunch & American Village
9:15 AM departure to Montevallo, AL where we will tour the American Village, 
followed by a surprise lunch stop on the way back home! Cost of trip is $12.00 
which covers van usage plus ticket to American Village. Veterans’ cost is only $3.00 
for van fees. As always, lunch is on your own. 

Thursday, June 22 - Service for the Season
10:00 AM-11:30 AM in the Small Dining Room. Please join us giving back to 
Trinity as we help various ministry areas by performing simple tasks for staff 
members. Always lots of fun- talking and munching on snacks as we work!

Tuesday, June 27 - Movers & Shakers Meeting
11:30 AM –1:00 PM, Fellowship Hall. Wear your red, white and blue as we cele-
brate Independence Day! Chef Bert will prepare a special 4th of July meal and our 
guest speaker will be CW 2 Melvin R. Shinholster, US Army Aviation. He served in 
the US Army from 1967-1970, flying Huey helicopters in Viet Nam. “Mel” is now 
retired from Bellsouth and is a member of numerous veteran organizations, working 
tirelessly for our veterans – honoring, thanking, and celebrating them. Don’t miss it!

seasoned adults

Amanda and David Davis
124 Oxmoor Glen Circle, Birmingham 35211
The Davis’ joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination and by Profession of Faith. 
David is a resident at UAB and Amanda is a dentist.

Molly and Bubba Sellers
1512 Parkside Court, Homewood 35209
The Sellers family joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Bubba works for 
the State of Alabama Banking Department and 
Molly teaches at Homewood Day School. They 
have two children, Anna (3) and Will (1 1/2).

Maegan and Adam Powell
1133 Bristol Way, Birmingham 35242
The Powell family joined Trinity by vows from an-
other Christian denomination and by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. Adam is a phys-
ical therapist at Encore Rehabilitation and Maegan 
is a physical therapist at Children’s Hospital. They 
have a daughter, Abby (1).
Leigh and Marc Hessler
3941 Briar Oak Drive, Mountain Brook 35243
The Hessler family joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church and by associate 
membership. Marc is a mining engineer for Argos. 
they have two children, Hadley (4) and Holden (2).

Melinda and Wade Harrison
2 Abbey Lane, Birmingham 35226
The Harrison family joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Wade works as 
an actuary for Protective Life and Melinda is an 
adjunct professor at UAB. They have two sons, 
Graham (15) and Wyatt (19).
Marcia and Rod Moss
7012 Colony Park Drive, Birmingham 35243
The Moss’ joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. Rod is employed by 
Publix and UHaul.

Micah Shelton
8217 2nd Avenue, Leeds 35094
Micah joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. He is the worship leader 
at Trinity West Homewood, Oakmont campus and is 
engaged to Hannah Givens.
Hannah Givens
7912 Happy Hollow Road, Trussville 35173
Hannah joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist Church. She works as a pharmacy 
tech for Carroll Pharmacy.

Joyce and Mike Duncan
4004 Greenside Trace, Hoover 35226
The Duncans joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination and by transfer from anoth-
er United Methodist Church. They are retired.

Sydney and Lee Carter
448 River Crest Drive North, Helena 35080
The Carters joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination and by transfer from anoth-
er United Methodist Church. Lee is an engineer at 
KBR and Sydney is a senior disability examiner for 
the Social Security Administration.

Trinity’s membership track for our guests and new mem-
bers will not meet over the summer during the months of 
June and July. NEXT STEPS will return to both campuses 
on Sunday, August 6. In the meantime, if you have a 
question about membership, please contact Jessica Lane 
at 879-1737 or jlane@trinitybirmingham.com.

   Next
Steps
Returns Sunday, August 6!

8 part summer series begins june 11 - all services - both campuses

new to trinity?



OXMOOR CAMPUS:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
OAKMONT CAMPUS:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Oakmont Campus:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

CLASS OF 2017   On Sunday, May 21, Trinity’s Class of 2017 was honored at the 8:45 AM 
service. They sat together at the service where they were recognized and then attended a Celebration 
Brunch with their families in the Fellowship Hall.

Congratulations Graduatesimportant dates
June 4  Holy Land Info Session, 10 AM

June 10 UMW SPREE Event, 9 AM

June 10 Trinity Men BBQ Event, 10 AM

June 11 Carden Farewell Reception, 10 AM

June 12 Administrative Board Meeting, 7 PM

June 17 Serve Saturday @ East Lake, 7:15 AM

June 18 Father’s Day
June 24 TWH Moonlight Movie, 7 PM

July 4  Holiday, Church Office Closed

For more info or to participate, email artinthelotTUMC@gmail.com.
save the date! Sat. October  7


