
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

JULY 2017
VOL. 51 NO. 7

Contents
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
MISSION & OUTREACH
HIGH SCHOOL DISCOVERY
#BLESSED SERIES
NEW! TRINITY APP

PANAMA cover

A team of 20 youth 
recently traveled 

to Cielto, Panama 
to work on constructing 

a home under the
direction of Trinity’s 

Panama missionary, 
Rhett Thompson.   

The group also spent 
the week leading

 VBS activities with 
Panamanian children 

as well as exploring
the region.

hello from 

panama

TRINITY’S YOUTH PANAMA TEAM 2017



We are right in the middle of our summer 
sermon series, #blessed, where we’ve been 
highlighting both Jesus’ Beatitudes and the 
principles of recovery. While every church 
in Christendom has no problem with learn-
ing about Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, it 
may seem a little odd to talk about recovery 
in mixed company, especially on Sunday 
mornings.

But the powerful thing about recovery, when 
you really understand it, is that we are all 
in need of it. You may not have a cultural-
ly-recognized addiction per se, there may 
be no weekly meeting for your particular 
habit or hurt, but my guess is that, for all 

of us, something 
stands in the way 
of our wholeness. 
No matter how well 
put together our 
lives are, we all live 
with self-imposed 

obstacles that keep us from fully living into 
God’s vision for our lives.

This is why diets and gyms and self-help 
strategies remain perpetually popular, 
because they appeal to our need for self-im-
provement, and help us to believe we can 
heal ourselves. And, in some critical ways, 
we have important roles to play in seeking 
wholeness and health. But Christians also 
believe that healing can only come through 
helplessness, the acknowledgment of our 
need for God and each other. 

The error in most of our attempts towards 
recovery is that we try and do it all our-
selves. We make resolutions around the new 
year, we sign up for daily hints and encour-
agements to be sent to our phone, maybe 
we even invite a friend or family member to 
hold us accountable to the change we want 
to see in ourselves. In his mountain-top 
sermon, however, Jesus describes a life of 
blessing that results not from resolution and 
responsibility alone, but a life of radical 
dependence and trust.

There is a Methodist church out in California 
that does amazing work in recovery, particu-

larly among the homeless population in San 
Francisco. They serve thousands of meals 
a day to the hungry, and organize countless 
numbers of recovery groups, under the firm 
belief that every child of God needs to be 
in recovery. As a college chaplain, I used to 
take students out to spend a week working 
alongside the homeless there, and I will nev-
er forget one particular night, when we were 
invited to sit in on a recovery meeting.

One of the more accomplished students in 
that group happened to be seated with me in 
a small circle of men who were in various 
states of dealing with drug and alcohol ad-
diction. Some were still deep in the clutches 
of substance abuse, others had bravely faced 
another day sober, and they all had incred-
ible stories of pain and redemption to tell.  
And then there were the two of us, from the 
private liberal arts college, on a middle class 
volun-tourism excursion.

As the storytelling made its way around 
the circle, it came time for the student to 
share. In the wake of those painful stories 
already told, he didn’t know what to say.  
The gentleman seated next to him, in an act 
of tremendous compassion, said, “Brother, 
your story is your story. Just tell us what’s 
stealing your life right now.”

What followed was a holy moment, in which 
that privileged young man, so different on 
the surface from the others in the group, 
opened up about family and the pressure to 
succeed and his own insecurities about his 
future. That circle of strangers, as full of 
vulnerability as they were free of judgment, 
embraced him as a fellow pilgrim. The 
stories were different, no two journeys were 
alike, but the goal was the same for every 
one of us.

I hope you’ll join us for worship these 
next few weeks, and if you’re away, 
make sure and listen online or via the 
new Trinity app. And in the quiet 
moments of this summer, ask 
yourself  – especially if the answer
is not obvious – “What is stealing 
my life right now?”

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark & Lisa 
Elliott.  A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, 
study and door prizes!  For more info, email Lisa Elliott at 
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

young adults 
Tuesday Evening Dinner Study

8 part summer series continues - all services - both campuses

The powerful 
thing about 

recovery is that 
we are all 

in need of it.

START BECOMING A GOOD SAMARITAN
• SUNDAYS at 10 AM (July 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30)
Location: Mouat Chapel
Each week, we will visit a different good samaritan topic. 
A guest speaker from various missional agencies will 
lead discussion. Registration not required. Questions? 
Contact Jessica Lane at jlane@trinitybirmingham.com.

LECTIO DIVINA
• THURSDAYS at 9:30 AM (July 6, 13 & 20)
Location: Main Sanctuary
A traditional Benedictine practice, Lectio Divina is 
scriptural reading, meditation and prayer which treats 
Scripture not as texts to be studied, but as the Living 
Word. Registration not required. Questions? Contact 
Stuart Parker at sparker@trinitybirmingham.com.

summer studies...



North Alabama Conference UMW Mission U Camp at Camp Sumatanga
“Joined and Held Together for the Transformation of the World”
July 27-29   [ Camp Sumatanga ]
Mission U is an annual event open to anyone interested in learning and becoming more 
actively involved in missions. Participants study current issues impacting society based 
on mission study topics and grow in understanding of the mission of the church in the 
current world context. Registration deadline is July 14. Sign up at www.nacumw.org. and...
Children’s Mission Camp at Camp Sumatanga
July 27-30   [ Camp Sumatanga ]
At Children’s Mission Camp, 1st – 9th graders will participate in the UMW’s nationally 
endorsed children’s curriculum and this year’s study is on Missionary Conferences 
–Alaska, Oklahoma and Red Bird, Kentucky. In addition, children will be able to take 
advantage of all that Camp Sumatanga has to offer: swimming, hiking, crafts, singing 
and learning about nature. Experienced counselors, who love children, lead the camp 
and are with the children at all times. Registration begins at 1 PM, Thursday, July 27. 
Camp will end after lunch on Sunday, July 30. Sign up at www.nacumw.org. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27 - Save the Date for UMW Open House!  [ Oxmoor campus ]
Please join the United Methodist Women of Trinity for an Open House and Fall Kick-off 
on Sunday, August 27 from 10-11 AM in the Second Floor Commons area. Stop by for 
light refreshments and learn more about fall activities and how you can plug into this 
mission-focused women’s ministry.

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events

– Questions about UMW? Contact Cel Bailey at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.–

Summer Sundays
10 AM Community Hour  |  11 AM Worship
Oakmont Campus 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

July 12  Seasoned Adult Box Lunches & Bingo, 11:30 AM
July 12  FoodShare Ministry, 9-11 AM
July 15  Project Serve @ East Lake Farmer’s Market, 7:15 AM
July 18  Trinity Men’s Dinner & Speaker, 6:30 PM 
July 18  Oakmont Circle 2, 10 AM
July 26  FoodShare Ministry, 9-11 AM
July 30  5th Sunday Brunch (Bring a dish!), 10 AM
________
August 6 Regular Worship Hours Return, 9 AM & 11 AM

JUly EVENTS

#blessed Series Continues
This 8-part summer series will bring eight truths guaranteed to turn your 
world upside down! If you miss a week, or would just like to follow along, 
you will find a supporting devotional guide on the Trinity App or online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com/blessed_devotionals/

•
Project Serve! Saturday, July 15

Join us at East Lake UMC for our 2nd Family Serve Saturday this summer! 
We will assemble and deliver fresh produce to older adults in need. All ages 
can participate, arrive at 7:15 AM and finish by 10:30 AM.

•
ALPHA is coming in August! Watch for details.

• Watch videos and/or listen to sermons - current and past
• Sign up to volunteer, quick and easy
• Find event info listings and map, one click adds it to your calendar
• View churchwide calendar - and - other ministry calendars like youth or children
• Make financial gifts, convenient and fast
• Stay in touch with weekly announcements 
• Receive notifications based on relevant groups and churchwide events
• Navigate Trinity’s social media from one place
• Browse the church membership directory

Download
Today!

Using your smartphone or tablet! http://subsplash.com/trinityunited/app



For full details on all events listed above, log on to
www.trinitybirmingham.com/get-involved/

Questions about Trinity Missions & Outreach? 
Kristan Walker   205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

Missions& outreach
7/12&

7/26

FOODSHARE MINISTRY (Oakmont campus)
Volunteer with TUMC’s FOODSHARE, a year round ministry that 
provides food and household supplies to families in need. We meet 
every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month from 9-11 AM in the 
Trinity West HWD Fellowship Hall. Volunteers bring a snack and play 
with the children. Want to support, but cannot volunteer? Consider 
donating laundry detergent and paper products. 

FAMILY SERVE SATURDAY
Join us at East Lake UMC for our 2nd Family Serve Saturday 
this summer! We will assemble and deliver fresh produce to 
older adults in need. All ages can participate, arrive at 7:15 
AM and finish by 10:30 AM.

TANZANIA MISSIONARY UPDATE (10 AM - Oxmoor campus)
Hear an update from the Soard family, TUMC’s missionary partners 
serving in Tanzania, during the 10 AM hour in Wesley Hall. 

FAMILY PROMISE BENEFIT CONCERT (6:30 PM - Oxmoor campus)
A piano concert fundraiser supporting Family Promise of Birmingham 
will be held in the Sanctuary from 6:30-8:30 PM. Desserts will be 
served in the parlor. Tickets are $15 and available in the church office, 
or by contacting Susan Wiedeman at wiedemans@bellsouth.net.

SUMMER BOX FAN DRIVE (Oxmoor campus & Oakmont campus) 
Help your neighbors stay cool this summer by donating a box fan. 
Drop off at the Oxmoor campus 2nd floor commons area (OR) Trinity 
West Homewood’s narthex in July. Fans will be given to our ministry 
partner, COMMUNITY FURNITURE BANK. 

TRINITY CHILDREN’S CLOTHING CLOSET (Oakmont campus) 
Support this ministry for local families in need by donating like-new or 
new clothes, shoes, and equipment for ages 0-18. Currently accepting 
summer clothes and shoes, drop off at the Oxmoor Campus office or 
at the closet located on the 1st floor of our Oakmont campus. 

WE Café @ URBAN MINISTRY
Looking for a new lunch spot? Consider trying out the WE 
Community Café at Urban Ministry (1229 Cotton Ave SW). 
This pay-as-you can social enterprise café has a different 
menu every week, uses locally grown ingredients, and em-

ploys young adults from the inner city. Open every Wednesday from 
11 AM-1:30 PM. Park and enter in back. For more: urban-ministry.org

trinitykids
Vacation bible school... Hero central!
July 17-20 from 9am-12pm, Kids entering 4K-3rd grade

crossover night
July 26, Kids entering 6th grade will be introduced to our Youth department 
and parents will participate in a helpful Q & A style Parent Forum.

SUMATANGA SLEEPOVER
July 28-30, Kids entering 1st-4th grade. Great parent and child opportunity!
 
family serve saturdays
July 15 & August 19 - Sign up for a SERVE SATURDAY this summer to show care 
for and get to know our neighbors, grow in our faith, and connect with other Trinity 
families. We will be packing fresh produce at East Lake UMC and delivering the 
boxed produce to neighbors. We’ll gather at 7:15 AM and finish by 10:30 AM.

community camps @ trinity
• Art Camps (various weeks), Elizabeth Hubbard instructor
• Basketball Camp July 24-28, Paul Brown instructor

sunday school teachers needed!
Snap up a spot to spend time with the most honest, inspiring group of disciples 
around! (2K-5th grade classes) Serve with a team of teachers - typically committing 
to 2 Sundays/month. All the curriculum is prepared! Join us to lead our youngest 
crew at Trinity. For more info, email Cristin at cdedmon@trinitybirmingham.com.

SUMMER events
Register at www.trinitybirmingham.com

7/15

Kid
Friendly

7/16

7/16

july

july

wed.

Kid
Friendly Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen

205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com
Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

The TCDC Board is currently searching for a new Director. Qualified applicants will 
have a Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education or related field, with a strong 
preference for a Master’s Degree. Pertinent experience includes at least 3 years of 
administrative experience and work in childcare settings. A successful director will have 
command of child development, ability to manage a 20+ member staff, and excellent 
communication skills.
Also! The TCDC Board is interviewing candidates to fill an open teaching position.
Qualified applicants will have a CDA, Associate’s Degree, or Bachelor’s Degree in 
Early Childhood Education or related field. Candi-
dates will have at least 1 year of experience with a 
licensed child care provider or accredited school.

TO APPLY, email resume to Eleanor Christiansen at
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.

trinity child care development, director search

Meet Trinity’s
Tanzania Missionaries

Sunday, July 16
Wesley Hall

10 AM



Trinity’s membership track for our guests and new mem-
bers will not meet over the summer during the months. 
NEXT STEPS will return to both campuses on Sunday, 
August 6. In the meantime, if you have a question about 
membership, please contact Jessica Lane at 879-1737 or 
jlane@trinitybirmingham.com.

   Next
Steps
Returns Sunday, August 6!

new to trinity?

welcome!new members
Sarah Elizabeth Alexander
2125 Kent Way, Birmingham 35226
Sarah joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist church. She is a student and a law clerk.
Brandon Morris Stephens
1149 14th Avenue South, Birmingham 35205
Brandon joined Trinity by vows from another 
Christian denomination. He works in utility line 
construction services.

Eileen Mills Dransfield
3134 Parkridge Drive, Homewood 35209
Eileen joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist church. She is retired.

Jean Roberts & John Schindler
1801 Forest Haven Lane, Vestavia Hills 35216
Jean and John joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist church. Jean is a hospice social 
worker and John is a training specialist for the  
Alabama State Banking Department.

Tucker Rasberry
1204 Vestavia Place, Vestavia Hills 35216
Tucker joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist church. He works in lighting 
showroom sales and is married to Trinity member 
Courtney Hutto Rasberry.

Cindy Williams
315 Woodland Drive, Homewood 35209
Cindy joined Trinity by vows from another Chris-
tian denomination. She works as an accountant at 
Sirote and Permutt.

Kathryn and Eli O’Quinn
1606 Grove Place, Homewood 35209
Kathryn and Eli joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist church and by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Eli is a business 
analyst for McLeod Software and Kathryn is an 
account manager for Altria Group.

Caleb Punt
P. O. Box 291719, Birmingham 35229
Caleb joined Trinity by associate membership. He is 
a student at Samford University.

Laura Katherine Landrum
2690 McCullough Blvd., Belden, MS 38826
Laura joined Trinity by profession of faith. She is a 
trust administrator at Renasant Bank.
Kevin Matthew McCurry
1641 Valley Avenue Apt. D, Homewood 35209
Brandon joined Trinity by transfer from another 
United Methodist church. He is an accountant for 
Sinclair Broadcasting.

Amy & Ashley Moore
1704 Chace Drive, Hoover 35244
Amy and Ashley joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Amy is a credit 
underwriter for Regions Bank. They have two 
daughters, Bella Kate and Emma Grayce.

Questions about SALT? 
Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737, droose@trinitybirmingham.com

Wednesday, July 12 - Box Lunches & Bingo
11:30 AM-1:00 PM, Oakmont campus. Bring $6.00 for your lunch, visit with your 
old friends and make some new friends. Play Bingo for some fun prizes!

Thursday, July 13 - Seasoned Adult Council Meeting
10:00 AM Small Dining Room, Oxmoor campus. Join us as we review our first 
year together and discuss the upcoming year in our SALT Ministry.

Wednesday, July 19 - Trip to Atlanta Braves Game
Depart at 7:00 AM from Oxmoor campus. Trip is full but there is a waiting list!
For more information on this trip, please contact Rev. Reid Crotty.

Thursday, July 27 - Niki’s West & Farmer’s Market
Depart at 10:30 AM from Oxmoor campus. It’s here – our annual trip to Niki’s 
West for lunch and a trip across the street to the Alabama Farmers’ Market. Join us!

No MOVERS & SHAKERS Meeting in July!
The next meeting will be Tuesday, August 22. 

Fall Trip SAVE THE DATE! October 17 & 18
CHATTANOOGA, TN & BLUE RIDGE, GA
Includes: Lunch and cruise on the Southern Belle 
Riverboat; Train ride on the Blue Ridge Scenic 
Railway; Visit to Mercier Orchards and more! 
Details and sign-up coming soon!  

seasoned adults

August 19 & 20   |   register @ elementstudentministry.com

youth



OXMOOR CAMPUS:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
OAKMONT CAMPUS:  Summer Worship 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

Fall Small Group Studies Begin August 23
 [ Registration Begins July 23! www.trinitybirmingham.com ]

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Oakmont Campus:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

important dates
July 4  Holiday, Church Office Closed

July 15  Serve Saturday @ East Lake, 7:15 AM

July 16  Family Promise Benefit Concert, 6:30 PM

July 18  Trinity Men Dinner @ Oakmont, 6:30 PM

July 17-20 VBS Week, 9 AM-12 Noon

July 23  Fall Study Registration Begins

July 27-30 UMW Mission Events @ Sumatanga


