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Save the date for Trinity’s annual

CONNECT SUNDAY
JANUARY 29
[ Both campuses ]

• Get your picture made for new ONLINE directory
• New Member Reception and Ministry Exploration
• Connect to ministry in 2017 in new ways

wednesday night activities

return january 11

Dinner, Kids Choir & Studies

January 21 at 4 PM

Join us for an afternoon of free family fun on Saturday, January 21. Bring your
friends and neighbors and come ready to dance and sing with Slugs and Bugs!
Check out the tunes at www.slugsandbugs.com. You won’t be disappointed!

A Note from Pastor Brian
At the close of the story about the wise men and their visit to the
Christ child, Matthew tells us that they went home “by another
road.” It’s a wonderful phrase, indicative of the kind of change God
wants to make in all of us. But it’s also a reminder that sometimes,
when we encounter God, our planned itinerary will be interrupted.
This is a season of making itineraries, not just travel plans to see
friends and family, but thinking through our agendas for the coming
year. I usually feel like the same person on January 1st that I was on
the last day of December, though I do my best to pretend otherwise.
There is no other time of the year where people are so convinced
that they can change in dramatic fashion. We vow to lose weight, to
save money, to be better parents, to exercise more, to read that book
we’ve always wanted to. Even though we all lived through last
year’s resolutions and saw how those turned out, when December
31 rolls around again, we will make the same promises to ourselves,
believing that on willpower alone, we can reinvent our identity.
The new year, and our accompanying resolutions, make it obvious
that most of us are hungry for change. If given the chance, we all
have a sizable list of problems we would like to tackle, things we
would like to improve. But what the new year also makes clear is
that few of us are actually willing to go through the hard work of
change. Few of us are willing to walk a new road.
One of the many blessings of
faith in Jesus Christ is that we
Christians believe that any day
can be a new beginning. Any
old Tuesday, your world can be
turned upside down and inside
out by the grace of Jesus Christ,
and you can have a fresh start. But at the heart of Christianity’s understanding of change is a simple and direct truth: genuine change
comes not from our own doing, but from our willingness to partner
with God and the Body of Christ. We cannot do it on our own.

Genuine change comes
not from our own doing,
but from our willingness
to partner with God
and the Body of Christ.

Like the wise men, taking that holy journey halfway across the
world, we are called to walk together. Your church family is here
to help you walk the road God has called you to take, to make the
changes that can’t be done without good company, and to remind
you that we are all in this together.
As we enter this new year, I pray that we all have the courage to
take a new road. Not just to blindly follow the path we’ve been
traveling, but to open up our eyes to the signs God has left for us
along the way.
May your 2017 be full of interrupted itineraries, unexpected journeys, and wonderful traveling companions.
See you Sunday,

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR
berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

JANUARY SERMON SERIES

Traditional & Contact Services

Some people plan road trips fastidiously, charting the exact route and budgeting fuel and
rest stops down to precise minutes. Their vehicles are neatly organized, vacuumed, and
have extra USB chargers in the console so each family member’s phones and tablets are
fully available. They are ordered and equipped and have a objective in mind.
Others hop in and just drive. The floorboard is strewn with receipts and greasy fast food
sacks. They will get to the destination in time, with a few spontaneous detours along the
way – and the crumbs falling in the cup holders don’t bother them at all. They are simply
there for the journey.
Wherever you are situated on the continuum, keep your eyes out for Jesus – who will be
standing right in the middle of the road. He is no respecter of your timetable or planned
destination.
Join us beginning Sunday, January 8 as we take the “Road Un-Raveled” and imagine
together how God may redirect our paths for 2017.

seasoned adults
Wednesday, January 4 - Box Lunches & Bingo

11:30 AM-1:00 PM at our Oakmont Campus. You might just win your choice from a
selection of wonderful prizes! $6.00 for lunch.

Wednesday, January 11 - Lunch Bunch

Lunch Bunch will include an early lunch at Sweet Tea and then we will tour the Lyric
Theatre and see the results of the renovation. Time allowing, we may stop at Reed
Books, a very quaint bookstore and Sojurns, a fair trade store. We will leave Trinity at
10:30 AM. $13.00 for tour and van fees. Lunch on your own!

Wednesday, January 18 - Movie Madness

12:30-3:00 PM at our Oakmont Campus. Let’s spend a winter afternoon together
enjoying a movie and munching on popcorn and other assorted snacks!

Tuesday, January 24 - Movers & Shakers Meeting

11:30AM-1:00 PM Join us after our two month hiatus! We will be served a delicious
lunch from our own Chef Bert and then we will have a presentation by Jim Reed,
owner of Reed Books in downtown Birmingham. His topics will be “Laughter and
How it Happens” and “Why Books Still Matter.” $6.00 for lunch

Thursday, January 26 - Seasoned Adult Council Meeting

10:00 AM in the Small Dining Room. Take part in a discussion of where we go from
here and what we are doing in Seasoned Adult Ministries.

Questions about SALT?
Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737, droose@trinitybirmingham.com
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United Methodist Women Upcoming Events

• Sign up for The Ronald McDonald House Red Shoe Run

The UMW will participate in The Ronald McDonald House Charities 13th Annual Red
Shoe Run on January 21. Run options include the “Red Shoe Snoozer” Virtual Run,
1 Mile Walk/Run, 5K Walk/Run, and 10 mile run - there is something for everyone!
If you are interested in joining the Trinity UMW team, contact Cel Bailey,
umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.

• The UMW Diaper Drive is back!

UMW is sponsoring a Bundles of Hope Diaper Drive during the month of January. Did
you know that 1 in 3 families struggle to provide an adequate supply of clean, dry diapers for their infants and that diapers cannot be obtained through SNAP (food stamps)
or WIC? An infant requires an average of 8-10 diapers/day, at a cost of $100 per month.
The UMW is once again partnering with The Bundles of Hope Diaper Bank to collect
diapers size newborn - 6 for distribution throughout Birmingham and surrounding areas.
Diaper Donation Bins will be located throughout both campuses and diaper bundling
workshops will take place on Wednesday 1/18 and Wednesday 1/25 at 5:30 PM in the
Oxmoor Fellowship Hall. Watch for more information concerning this wonderful ministry!

• January 23 General Meeting, all are invited

The United Methodist Women General Meeting and Lunch will be Monday, January 23.
The meeting starts at 10 AM with lunch at 11 AM in the Fellowship Hall. The program will
focus on climate change and will feature guest speaker Kyle Crider, Energy Project Manager with The Alabama Environmental Council. Lunch is $6.00 and non-UMW member
reservations can be made by emailing Billie Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net. UMW
members need to email their Circle Chair for reservations. The deadline for reservations
is Tuesday, January 17.
– Questions about UMW? Contact Cel Bailey at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.–

Trinity West Homewood

RELATIONSHIPS

6 weeks - Begins 1/8

SERMON SERIES

With the new year we are trying new things!

Beginning on Sunday, January 8, worship hours will be at 9 AM and 11 AM.
At 10 AM our church will have a time for community - with different
programs during this hour. Each week there will be a chance to grow closer to each
other and know Jesus better. I hope you’ll join us. - Rev. Jack Hinnen

January 1
January 5
January 8
January 8
January 10
January 15
January 19
January 22
January 24
January 29

New Year’s Day Combined Worship Service, 11 AM
Strengths! Class Begins, 6:30 PM
New Worship Times, 9 AM & 11 AM
Churchwide Brunch, 10 AM
FoodShare Ministry, 3:45-6 PM
Project Serve, 10 AM
Trinity Men’s Dinner, 6:30 PM
Next Steps, 10 AM
FoodShare Ministry, 3:45-6 PM
Connect Sunday, 10 AM

STRENGTHS!

Join other Trinity members to
discover your God-given gifts for serving others.
Using an online assessment, Gallup’s Strengthfinder, we will discuss where God may be calling
YOU to use your talent.
Class will be held in January at Trinity West
Homewood on THURSDAYS, 6:30-7:30 PM.
4 weeks series: 1/5, 1/12, 1/19 & 1/26
Childcare provided for all ages. To register, email
Laura at leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.

Sunday | 9 AM Modern & 11 AM Traditional
10 AM Community Hour
Oakmont Campus 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen | jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

Missions
outreach calendar
1/6 &
1/7

Modern Family Closet

1/10 &
1/24

FoodShare Ministry

1/18

Thurs

Oakmont Campus: The closet will be open from 10am-2pm for families in need. Volunteer shopkeepers and like new children’s clothing
and supplies are needed! Donations can be dropped off at Oakmont
on these days, or at Oxmoor during week.
Oakmont Campus: FoodShare will meet at 4 PM in the Fellowship
Hall. Help us provide free food and supplies to 70 adults and children.
Volunteers are needed to pick up the food, bring the afternoon snack
and kid activity, and simply spend time with our families.

FAFSA Training

Oxmoor Campus: We are hosting AL Possible FAFSA Training again
from 6-8 PM in Room 219! Receive this training and you can assist
BCS students complete their FAFSA so that they can apply for grants
and loans for any undergrad program. Register by emailing Kristan
Walker at kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com .

AL-ANON, Each Thursday

Oxmoor Campus: AL-Anon is held on Thursdays from 7-8 PM in the
Fireside Room (1st floor Gym hallway) Open group for families and
friends of alcoholics, no sign up necessary. Questions? Contact Kam
Carden at kam.carden@hotmail.com.

For full details on all events listed above, log on to
www.trinitybirmingham.com/get-involved/
Questions about Trinity Missions & Outreach?
Kristan Walker 205-879-1737 | kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

A Morning of Service
Downtown at COR

Each year, Trinity’s JOY
Sunday School Class
provides a Thanksgiving
common meal for the
Church of the Reconciler.
On Sunday, November 20
their meal was plated and
served by our Confirmation class. (Pictuerd left)
This year, the Trinity adult
choirs collected over 500
items of either underwear
or socks for COR. The
Confirmation class also
contributed money and
the Vinson family purchased items for the confirmands to make and decorate
goodie bags for the friends at COR. Along with the confirmands, the youth choir
also came to sing for the morning worship service downtown. A note from COR
Rev. Matt Lacey said, “I’m very proud to call Trinity my home church. Your effort
to allow the confirmands to engage in this type of ministry is not something all
churches take the time to do.” All who participated that morning were blessed to
worship and serve in His Name.

trinitykids
1/8 spark!

Just for students in 4th and 5th grades... SPARK! returns on
January 8 from 5:45-7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.

1/11 wednesday activities RETURN

Wednesday night fun starts back up on
January 11. WeeJoice, choirs, handchimes, dinner, etc. Don’t miss it!

1/11 family first worship 6:15 PM in the Sanctuary. January’s theme is
Making a Joyful Noise! Bring the family and worship with us.

1/21 slugs & bugs live

4:00 PM in Wesley Hall. Families! Dust off your
dancin’ shoes and join us for a fun afternoon of singing and dancing with Slugs
and Bugs. This is a TrinityKids reach event, which means we need you to bring
your friends! We are planning this fun day for you to introduce your friends to
Trinity and to have an awesome time with your kids. To get a jump on the fun,
check out Slugs and Bugs’s music at: www.slugsandbugs.com.

a note from ms.eleanor

Important Information on Sunday School Classroom Locations:

Dear Parents,
Thank you for your patience as we have been hosting our own version of
fruit basket turn over in Elementary Sunday School classrooms. As we’ve
identified rooms in need of renovation, due to water drainage issues, we
have moved kids out of those zones to a temporary arrangement in the Fellowship Hall. Now that we are able to see that the scope of this project will
likely be a multi-month process, we would like to find a more conducive
environment for learning and fellowship for our Elementary kids. So here is
our new plan effective January 8 (through the end of the school year):
• 5th grade will move to the Haven, room A206/8th Grade Room
• 4th grade will move to the Haven, room A205/7th Grade Room
• 3rd grade will remain in room 122
• 2nd grade will combine in room 123
• 1st grade will combine in room 124
For those who have never been to the Haven, our Student Ministry space, it
can be found on the 2nd floor above the Ark. The 2 rooms we will be using
are down the right hand hallway at the far end of the hall.
Thank you for your flexibility and support as we do our best to create a safe
and secure space for your kids to grow closer to God’s heart. If you have
questions, please contact me at echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.
Eleanor Christiansen
Director of Children’s Ministry

Join us on Facebook:

TrinityKids

Guests & new members

N ext

Steps

If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for
NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly membership track designed
specifically for our guests and new members.
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff,
learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

• Oxmoor Campus: Every Sunday 10 AM in the Large Parlor
• Oakmont Campus: Third Sundays 10 AM in the Comfort Room
Questions about Next Steps? Contact Shelley Brockwell
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com | 879-1737

You are invited to join us forTrinity’s

Confirmation Service
Sunday, January 8
4:00 PM, Sanctuary

This special and meaningful service is for anyone who
would like to attend. Trinity has 58 youth who
will be confirmed. Join us for a special afternoon of worship.

Family First

W orship

Mid-week interactive worship for all ages.

2nd Wednesday nights
6:15-7:00 pm, Sanctuary

January 11

S T E WA R D S H I P 2 0 1 7
Have you returned your 2017 pledge? www.trinitybirmingham.com/giving

new members

welcome!

Peter and Catherine Daniel
848 Castlemaine Drive, Birmingham 35226
The Daniels joined Trinity by affiliate membership. Peter is an opthalmology resident at UAB
and Catherine is a teacher at Helena High.
Blake and Heather Hasenfuss
1504 Valley View Circle, Homewood 35209
The Hasenfuss family joined Trinity by vows
from another Christian denomination and by
profession of faith. Blake works for Bates, Robert, Fowlkes & Jackson Insurance and Heather
works for White Bros. They have two children,
Kellan (4) and Raley Ann (2).
John and Lauren Hunter
2224 Great Rock Road, Vestavia Hills 35216
The Hunters joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination and by transfer from another United Methodist Church. John works for
Luckie & Co. Advertising and Lauren is a nurse
practitioner at Children’s Hospital.
Betsy Darnall
2408 Highbluff Road, Vestavia Hills 35216
The Darnall family joined Trinity by transfer
from another United Methodist Church. Betsy is
a teacher at Vestavia Hills Central Elementary,
and she has two children, Erin (11) and Gus (8).
Michael and Kayce Dillon
2209 Royal Crest Circle, Vestavia Hills 35216
The Dillons joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination and by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. Michael is
an accountant at Warren Averett and Kayce is a
nurse practitioner at UAB.
Kyle and Kelsey Church
605 Devon Drive, Homewood AL 35209
The Church family joined Trinity by vows from
another Christian denomination. Kyle works in
sales for Birmingham Fastener and Kelsey is a
teacher at Cherokee Bend Elementary. They have
a daughter, Eleanor Byars (1 mo.)
Jackson Jolly
105 22nd Avenue, NW, Birmingham 35215
Jackson joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. He works in email
marketing for EBSCO.
Tony Nicholas
103 Hampton Lane, Pelham 35124
Tony joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. He is a physician and teacher
at UAB.
Jon and Brooke Riddle
3428 Conley Road, Hoover 35226
The Riddles joined Trinity by transfer from another
United Methodist Church and by profession of
faith. Jon is a realtor for Brik Realty and Brooke is
a dental hygienist for Stuart Curry Dentistry.
Bradley and Casey Barnes
2315 Tanglewood Drive, Vestavia Hills 35216
The Barnes family joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. Bradley works
in higher education at UAB and Casey is a social
worker. They have two sons, Hudson (5) and
Anderson (1).
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SUNDAYS

at Trinity

OXMOOR CAMPUS: Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
OAKMONT CAMPUS: Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM • Community Hour 10:00 AM

Oxmoor Campus: 1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood • 205.879.1737 | Oakmont Campus: 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood • 205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

important dates
January 1

Combined Traditional Worship, 11 AM

January 1

Combined Contact Worship, 11 AM

January 5

MOMentum, 10 AM

January 8

Confirmation Service, 4 PM

January 11

Wednesday Supper Returns, 4:30-6 PM

January 11

Family First Worship, 6:15 PM

January 16

Administrative Board Meeting, 7 PM

January 21

Slugs & Bugs Live - Kids Event, 4 PM

January 23

UMW General Meeting, 10 AM

January 24

Movers & Shakers Meeting, 11:30 AM

January 29

Connect Sunday, 10 AM

January 29

Fire & Ice - Youth Event, 6 PM

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner Study
Resumes January 10!

Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? If so, we would
love for you to join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM. This group meets
at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. A free, home cooked dinner is served
along with fellowship, study and door prizes! For more info, contact
Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

january 5
Trinity’s Village of Moms! MOMentum Mothers Moving Forward Supporting, Connecting, Growing - will meet on Thursday, January 5 from
10-11:30 AM in the Small Parlor. The program will focus on ways to connect as a

village of moms in the New Year. Rev. Monica Harbarger with United Counseling
will speak about how to best connect and make meaningful friendships throughout
life’s different stages. This group is open to moms of children of all ages. Childcare
is provided and lunch is served ($7). Join us! Questions? Contact, Donya Traylor
at donyamt@bellsouth.net or for reservations and/or to be added to the email list,
contact Elizabeth Sellers at elizabeth.s.sellers@gmail.com.

