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CONGRATULATIONS

CONFIRMANDS

FEB. SERMON SERIES

Trinity’s Confirmation class was confirmed in a special worship service at 4:00 PM on Sunday, January 22.
The 58 Confirmands celebrated with Trinity’s pastoral staff, friends and family at a reception after the service.
The 2016-17 Confirmation class, along with their families, give a BIG THANK YOU for the reception given
in their honor by the parents of 2014-15 class.

Support Element Student Ministry

SONSHINE MINISTRY
MISSION & OUTREACH
DISCOVERY WEEKEND

Lil’ Lambs Consignment Sale

02.10.17
A Meal & A Deal
Tickets $10 each - Includes Your Meal
Available at elementstudentministry.com
or through the church office.

Friday, February 24 • 9am-3pm
Saturday, February 25 • 9am-12pm

Trinity

GYM

Most merchandise 1/2 off on Saturday!
For more info, or to register as a seller: www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/lil-lambs/

A Note from Pastor Brian
As Christians, we are frankly not always interested in wrestling with
the questions that don’t have simple answers. To the outside world,
there seem to be a number of topics we’re not comfortable dealing
with, or, in the worst case scenario, some other Christians have taken
to the airwaves to speak for the entire Body of Christ. There are also
issues that we wrestle with privately, but church doesn’t seem to be
the place to talk about those things. And so, rather than a place of
healing and restoration, the church becomes a place of hiding and
pretending.

Jesus Never Backed
Away From An
Awkward
Conversation.

But Jesus never backed away from an
awkward conversation. When you read
the gospels, you’ll see that one of the
Pharisees’ favorite tricks was to try and
trap Jesus into talking about a “hot button”
issue. A crowd would form, and from
the back of the auditorium, some scribe in a disguise would yell out
an incendiary question, the kind that the good religious folks would
never have tackled.
The idea was to make Jesus unpopular by having him say something
about a topic no well-respected rabbi would tackle. Still, not once in
Jesus’ life did he say, “No comment.” Not once in Jesus’ ministry did
he say, “We don’t talk about that in church.”
Of all people on the face of the earth, Christians ought to be the ones
most comfortable talking about difficult topics because we are the
ones with a word of hope. We are the Easter people. We are people
of the Word. We have been given a word of hope, a word of transformation, a gospel word. We are the people of the Word made flesh,
and so when we shrink away from difficult subjects, when we fail to
speak the truth we’ve been given to share, some other, lesser truth
will speak for us.
And when we are more concerned with propriety than proclamation,
then we have forgotten who we are. As Jack Hinnen continues his
marriage series at our Oakmont campus this month, Nathan and I
will be preaching a series - Taboo 2.0, revisiting a very popular series
from a couple of years ago, where we will be talking about topics we
don’t normally deal with in polite company, much less church.
Our goal in taking on difficult issues is never to inspire more controversy or malcontent (Lord knows we get plenty of that on our social
media feed these days), but rather to move us towards meaningful
dialogue, even when meaningful dialogue is the most difficult thing
to manage. When we talk to one another believing that the conversation, the back-and-forth, is the ultimate goal, we do so with a grace
and a humility that is sorely lacking as of late. Perhaps it is time for
Christians to again be counter-cultural as we live out an alternate way
of engaging those around us, more like our master than the ways of
the world.
See you Sunday.

February Series

Sundays 8:45 & 11 Am, Oxmoor campus

Some things we just don’t talk about in church or even in polite conversation. Some
things, they say, are best left discretely tucked inside locked doors, never to be
named out in the open.
But the reality is that many people are hurting from broken relationships, untimely
deaths, substance abuse, addictive behaviors, and many other “taboo” topics. It’s
time we listen for a word of truth and hope in church, in the open, redemptively, for
everyone who has ears to hear.
In February at the Oxmoor campus, join us for “Taboo 2.0” – a new worship series.
Traditional & Contact worship at 8:45 & 11 AM.

Are you receiving Trinity emails?

The church has recently upgraded its membership database to ShelbyNext.
All email communication is sent through ShelbyNext – from a noreply@shelbynextchms.com.
It has come to our attention that some members are not receiving emails due to this change.
Please check your “Junk Mail” folder to verify that mail is going to your correct Inbox.

seasoned adults
Wednesday, February 1 - Valentines Box Lunches & Bingo

11:30 AM-1 PM at our Oakmont Campus. Please join us for lunch and several games
of BINGO with prizes! $6.00 for box lunch from Jason’s Deli.

Tuesday, February 7 - Lunch Bunch

Lunch Bunch will be touring The Alabama Woodworkers Guild in Maylene, AL. Our
emphasis will be on the Guild Toy Group where toys are carved and given to children in strained circumstances. After we tour, we will stop for lunch at The Depot on
the Cahaba River in Helena. Leaving Trinity at 9 AM. Cost is $5.00 for donation to
the Guild and van fees. As usual, lunch is on your own. Tour is limited to 15 people,
including the driver and director, therefore only the first 13 to sign up can go!

Wednesday, February 15 - Movie Madness

12:30-3 PM at our Oakmont Campus. Please join us for an afternoon movie,
“Valentine’s Day.” If you are able, bring a snack to share with your friends!

Thursday, February 16 - Service for the Season

10-11:30 AM in the Small Dining Room. Since February is the month of love, let’s
show our love for Trinity by giving back to our wonderful church. We will work on
various small jobs to help the staff with their never ending lists of chores!

Tuesday, February 21 - Movers & Shakers Meeting
Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR
berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

* Please make note that Movers & Shakers will meet on the 3rd Tuesday instead
of the 4th Tuesday of this month. We will meet from 11:30 AM-1 PM. Our special
speaker will be Patrick Murphy from the Alabama Woodworkers Guild - Guild Toy
Group. He will tell us the story behind the Guild and about carving toys. This will be
a continuation for those who go on the Lunch Bunch Trip and will be something new
for those who are unable to go on the trip!

Questions about SALT?
Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737, droose@trinitybirmingham.com

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
• Church Women United - Friday, February 3

Trinity UMW will celebrate Black History month by joining Church Women United on
2/3 at 9:30 AM, Westminster Presbyterian Church. Speaker is Rev. Dedric A. Cowser,
Pastor of New Beginnings UMC. Carpool available at Trinity, 9 AM. Questions? Email
Sue Hair (sghair@bellsouth.com) or Janet Burgess (jmcburgess@gmail.com).

• UMW Local Officer Training - Sunday, February 12

Local Officer Training sponsored by the South Central District UMW will be on 2/12
from 2-4 PM at Irondale UMC. All local officers and anyone interesting in learning
more about United Methodist Women are invited. For more info, contact Teresa Wood
(dwood456@charter.net), Cel Bailey (umwpresident@trinityumw.com) or Tiffany Slocum
(tiffanyhslocum@gmail.com).
– Questions about UMW? Contact Cel Bailey at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.–

february 2
Trinity’s Village of Moms! MOMentum Mothers Moving Forward Supporting, Connecting, Growing - will meet on Thursday, February 2
from 10-11:30 AM in the Small Parlor. The focus will be on building strong

marital relationships with guest speaker Rondie Wilks, co-author with her husband Bill, of “Build Your House, Dreams Really Can Come True.” This group
is open to moms with children of all ages. Childcare is provided and lunch
is served ($7). Join us! For questions contact, Donya Traylor at donyamt@
bellsouth.net or for reservations and/or to be added to the email list, contact
Elizabeth Sellers at elizabeth.s.sellers@gmail.com.

make a joyful noise...

From the Music Department: Children’s, Youth and Adult Handbells would
like to invite anyone interested in joining us this semester! Spots still available
for those that might like to give it try. Contact jhaskins@trinitybirmingham.com.
ALSO...
1st -5th grade choirs will present their Spring Musical Sunday, April 30. Anyone
that’s interested in joining, it’s not too late...it’s just a 12 week commitment!

Join us for the new 10 AM Community Hour!

At 10 AM our church will have a time for community - with different
programs during this hour. Each week there will be a chance to grow closer to each
other and know Jesus better. I hope you’ll join us. - Rev. Jack Hinnen
FEBRUARY COMMUNITY HOUR SCHEDULE
• February 5 – Coffee with the Pastor
• February 12 – Project Serve
• February 19 – Next Steps & Pastor’s Study
• February 26 – Faith Share Guest Speaker

Explore Christianity
and Find Answers
at Alpha.
What is Alpha?

Alpha is a series of 10 sessions exploring the
Christian faith. Each talk looks at a different
question around faith and is designed to
create conversation. Everyone is welcome!

Begins Thursday, FEB. 2 • 6-8 PM

SUNDAY MORNING Adult Study Options

• No charge • Dinner Provided • Childcare Available

REGISTER: jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

10 AM Sunday School hour | No registration required... come as you are!
• The God We Can Know - Small Dining Room - Jessica Lane, Leader
• God Shows No Partiality - Mouat Chapel - Bruce Gilliland, Leader

[ A Note From The Finance Office ]

This month, I would like us to look back at 2016 to celebrate another great year
at Trinity! Our giving was at a record high of $4,157,616 in 2016 (104% of the
total budget) and our expenses remained in line with historical average spending
(94.2% of the budget) at $3,753,454. Therefore, our total giving over spending
was $404,162, which more than doubled our reserves balance. We ended 2016
with $735,824 in reserves, which will enable us to make even more progress in
2017 toward our ministry goals. Thank you for sharing in another year of
successful ministry with us. I look forward to what 2017 has in store!

Laura Ellis, CPA
Executive Director

lellis@trinitybirmingham.com
205-879-1737

FEBRUARY EVENTS
February 2

ALPHA Group Begins, 6 PM

February 4

Modern Family Ministry Closet, 10 AM

February 7

FoodShare Ministry, 3:45-6 PM

February 9

Trinity Men’s Dinner, 6:30 PM

February 12

Project Serve, 10 AM

February 19

Next Steps, 10 AM

February 21

Oakmont Circle 2, 10 AM

February 21

FoodShare Ministry, 3:45-6 PM

Sunday | 9 AM Modern & 11 AM Traditional
10 AM Community Hour
Oakmont Campus 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen | jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

Missions

sonshine ministry

celebrates 2nd anniversary

outreach calendar
2/2 &
2/14

Weekend Backpack Ministry

2/3 &
2/4

Modern Family Closet

2/5-11
Kid

Friendly

Oxmoor Campus: Packing dates are 2/2 and 2/14 from 9-10:30 AM.
Volunteers meet in the Oxmoor Campus Fellowship Hall to pack the
food packs. This ministry provides weekend meals to over 150 food
insecure children in Homewood and the West End. ALSO - Delivery
volunteers are needed each Friday!
Oakmont Campus: Closet will be open from 10 AM-2 PM for families
in need. Volunteer shopkeepers and like-new children’s clothing and
supplies are needed! Donations can be dropped off at Oakmont on
these days, or at Oxmoor during the week.

Family Promise Homeless Ministry

Oxmoor Campus: Four times a year, Trinity partners with Family
Promise of Birmingham and serves as a temporary home for families
who are homeless. Volunteers are needed this week to bring meals,
play, and stay the night at Trinity with the families. For more info and
sign up, contact Laura McCain at lamccain@bellsouth.net.

2/7 &
2/21

FoodShare Ministry

2/25

Lil’ Lambs Sale Shop Host

2/26

AL Possible Poverty Simulation

Thurs

January marked two full years of
Trinity’s Sonshine Ministry. This
ministry team strives to warmly welcome and embrace our children with
special needs and their families on
Sunday mornings. Two teams work
together to provide support, leadership and care during both the 10 AM
Sunday School hour and the 11 AM
worship hour. We want every child to
feel loved by God and valued by their
church family every week.

Oakmont Campus: This new food ministry meets at 4 PM every other
Tuesday in the Oakmont Fellowship Hall. Through this program, we
provide free food and supplies to 20 families - over 80 adults and
children. Volunteers are needed to bring an afternoon snack and play
with the kiddos!
Oxmoor Campus: Trinity’s Modern Family Closet (above) will be a
recipient of donated items from the upcoming consignment sale.
Volunteer to help families in need “shop” through donations once the
sale concludes on Saturday afternoon.
Canterbury UMC, Vestavia Hills UMC, and Trinity UMC members are
gathering together at Avondale Samaritan Place to participate in this
interactive experience in order to strengthen understanding of the
challenges of living in poverty in America. 2/26 from 1-3 PM.

AL-ANON, Each Thursday

Oxmoor Campus: AL-Anon is held on Thursdays from 7-8 PM in the
Fireside Room (1st floor Gym hallway) Open group for families and
friends of alcoholics, no sign up necessary. Questions? Contact Kam
Carden at kam.carden@hotmail.com.

For full details on all events listed above, log on to
www.trinitybirmingham.com/get-involved/
Questions about Trinity Missions & Outreach?
Kristan Walker 205-879-1737 | kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

SERVICE

trinitykids

A goal of this program is to create a
space for our children with special
needs to experience Christian community with their peers.

This year, we’ve invited peers from one of our participant’s classrooms to step out of their
assigned Sunday School classroom and join us. This breakout class has become so popular
that the 4th graders developed a volunteer system to make sure everyone had an opportunity!
While the transformation of the 4th grade community is exciting, the team has been even more
excited by the change in one of our participant’s feelings about being at church. He greets
his teachers and friends with a smile and can be frequently heard to say, “awesome” during
Sonshine time. One of our parents, Jane Lamb, had this to say about Sonshine Ministry –
“Recently when Sunday School became too big for our shy son, leaders of the church
embraced it as an opportunity to show God’s love in a small group. Volunteers created
a welcoming space. Our son is a blessing from God and Trinity has always understood that.
Graham has been blessed to be supported by some of the most wonderful Godly people.”
If you would like to know more about this ministry for your own child or to join this ministry team
during the 11 AM hour, contact Eleanor Christiansen at 879-1737 for more information.

february events
2/1

family first worship 6:15 PM, Sanctuary
February’s theme is Love. Bring the family and worship!
(NOTE: Family First will not be held in March.)

2/12 spark!

5:45-7:00 PM, Fellowship Hall
Sunday evening fun just for students in 4th and 5th grades.

2/28 shrove tuesday pancakes

5:30 PM, Fellowship Hall
Fellowship with a pancake supper the evening before Ash Wednesday.

summer fun register now!

trinitybirmingham.com/kids/summer-programs/

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737 | echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Ministry

Guests & new members

N ext

Steps

new members

If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for
NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly membership track designed
specifically for our guests and new members.
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff,
learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

• Oxmoor Campus: Every Sunday 10 AM in the Large Parlor
• Oakmont Campus: Third Sundays 10 AM in the Comfort Room
Questions about Next Steps? Contact Shelley Brockwell
sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com | 879-1737

Shrove Tuesday
February 28
$

5

OXMOOR CAMPUS

Begins at 5:30 PM
Fellowship Hall

Jim Apple
1900 Chateau Circle Apt. 203, Homewood 35209
Jim joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. He works as a payroll rep
for ADP.

Diane and John Earl Harmon
132 Parkwood Street, Midfield 35228
The Harmons joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. They are retired.
Rebekah and Paul Trinh
906 Stuart Street, Homewood 35209
The Trinh family joined Trinity by vows from
another Christian denomination. Paul works in
risk management for Regions. They have three
daughters, Lily (7), Ava (5) and Molly (4).
Jessica and Jonathan Weber
1619 Ridge Road, Homewood 35209
The Webers joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. They both work in sales.
Helen Todd
3217 Burning Tree Drive, Hoover 35226
Helen joined Trinity by transfer from another
United Methodist Church. She owns Fluid
Communications.

PER PERSON

INCLUDES BACON & FRUIT!

Casey and Bobby Norman
701 Broadway Street, Homewood 35209
The Normans joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. Bobby is a wealth
consultant for Fi-Plan Partners and Casey is an
account rep for McGriff, Seibels and Williams.
They have a son, Bo (6 mo.).

At 6:15 PM there
will be a brief
program for kids
to discover what
Ash Wednesday
and Lent are
all about.

7:00-8:00 AM | Morning Service
Come-and-Go
Oxmoor campus

6:30 PM | Evening Services

M A R C H

Andrew Brown & Kelly McMahon
3550 Grandview Pkwy. Apt. 713,
Birmingham 35243
Andrew and Kelly joined Trinity by profession
of faith and by transfer from another United
Methodist Church. Andrew is an IT auditor for
Regions and Kelly works in sales for Milo’s Tea.

Sandra Apple
211 Stoneriver Drive, Birmingham 35211
Sandra joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. She is retired.

Join your church family on the evening before Ash Wednesday for

SERVED BY TRINITY’S PASTORS!

welcome!

1

Imposition of Ashes

Oxmoor campus & Oakmont campus

Amanda Dunn
1037 Ashwood Drive, Vestavia Hills 35216
Amanda joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. She is an internal auditor
for BCBS of AL.
Aaron Williamson
5628 8th Ct. South, Birmingham 35212
Aaron joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. He is a sales executive for
C.H. Robinson.
Marteen Hill (not pictured)
3517 Lorna Road Apt. 123, Birmingham 35216
Marteen joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. She is retired.
Paula and Jim Carlile (not pictured)
120 Eastwood Drive, Homewood 35209
The Carliles joined Trinity by transfer from another
United Methodist Church. They are retired.
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SUNDAYS

at Trinity

OXMOOR CAMPUS: Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
OAKMONT CAMPUS: Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM • Community Hour 10:00 AM

Oxmoor Campus: 1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood • 205.879.1737 | Oakmont Campus: 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood • 205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

important dates
February 1

Family First Worship, 6:15 PM

February 2

MOMentum, 10 AM

February 5

Youth Super Bowl Party, 5 PM

February 10

Youth “Meal & A Deal”, 6 PM

February 12

Spark! 4th & 5th grades, 5:45 PM

February 13

Administrative Board Meeting, 7 PM

February 21

Movers & Shakers Meeting, 11:30 AM

February 24

Lil’ Lambs Consignment Sale, 9 AM

February 25

Lil’ Lambs Consignment Sale, 9 AM

February 28

Shrove Tuesday Pancakes, 5:30 PM

student ministry

Questions? Contact Robert at rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.

