
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

DECEMBER 2017
VOL. 51 NO. 12

Trinity’s 2017 Confirmation Class was confirmed in the 11 AM worship service on 
Sunday, November 19.  The 65 Confirmands celebrated with Trinity’s 

pastoral staff, friends and family at a lunch after the service. The group is 
pictured here with their mentors during their weekend retreat to Camp Glisson.

see inside for a full list  of christmas services

We are beginning a new sermon series this month, 
“Like A Child,” focusing on ways that we can reclaim 
how we responded to the Christmas story as children.
No one understands expectation better than a child 
counting down the days on an Advent calendar. 
Scripture calls us to rejoice, and no one understands 
joy more than a child surrounded by a loving fami-
ly on Christmas morning. So during these next few 
weeks leading up to Christmas Day, we’re going to 
look closely at four virtues that most children possess, 
that we need to reclaim as believers in order to truly 
experience Christmas. Please join us.

December Sermon Series
Like A Child:
Reclaiming the Wonder of Christmas

All Services • Both Campuses



Advent says some things we desperate-
ly need to hear. It reminds us that we 
are not just here to look back at what 
happened in the manger 2,000 years 
ago, we are here to look forward to 
where time is leading, what it means to 
say the Christ will return. It’s about the 
quality of time more than the quantity.  
The calendar on your computer will 
tell you how many hours, how many 
days, are left until something happens.  
The church calendar is more interested 
in how you spend your time, in what 
you’re thinking about and feeling 
during this time.

The world outside will give you lots of 
options as to what you’re supposed to 
be thinking about in these days before 
December 25th. You’re supposed to be 
standing in line being pepper sprayed 
trying to buy something you didn’t 
know you needed until it went on 
sale. These days are for showing one 
another how seriously we can take the 
game of football, bragging more on 
our faithfulness to our team than we’ve 
ever talked about our faith in God.

In the time of the year when the 
scriptures call on us to pay attention, to 
listen, to hope, it is the easiest time to 
be distracted.
 
So my hope for your Sunday worship 
experiences over the next few weeks 
are that you would show up, desperate 
or full or confused or whatever else 
you might feel, and you would slow 
down long enough to listen for God’s 
voice. That you would leave the shop-
ping and the pressure and the exhaus-
tion at the door of the sanctuary, and 
that you would be able to truly breathe 
and enter into God’s presence.

We are beginning a new sermon series 
this month, “Like A Child,” focusing 
on ways that we can reclaim how we 
responded to the Christmas story as 
children.

There are a lot of things that children 
get right naturally about the holiday –
things that I’m betting a lot of us had in 
our lives when we were younger, that 
maybe we grew out of, or thought were 
not important anymore.

No one understands expectation better 
than a child counting down the days 
on an Advent calendar. Scripture calls 
us to rejoice, and no one understands 
joy more than a child surrounded by a 
loving family on Christmas morning.

I believe that the clues we got as chil-
dren as to what the holidays were about 
were meant to be a starting point, so 
that as we matured, our understanding 
of those things would only deepen. So 
during these next few weeks leading 
up to Christmas Day, we’re going to 
be looking closely at four virtues that 
most children possess, that we need to 
reclaim as believers in order to truly 
experience Christmas.

A reminder that Christmas Eve falls on 
a Sunday this year, so we will share in 
one combined worship service at 11 
AM on both campuses that morning, 
then we will have a full schedule of 
afternoon and evening services. 
(See the list to the right of this column)

I pray that the real message of this 
season breaks through all the busyness, 
and all of us can get back to that pure 
and simply hope we once knew.

See you on Sunday.

Brian Erickson

A Note from Pastor Brian christmas eve

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Sunday, December 24
11:00 AM   |   Sanctuary

Trinity will hold one combined morning worship service.
– No Sunday School –

Oxmoor campus: Rev. Amy DeWitte
 Trinity West Homewood campus: Rev. Jack Hinnen

Children’s Service
3:00 PM   |  Sanctuary

This casual service is designed for families 
with young children. Communion will be served.

•
Personal Communion
4:00 - 5:00 PM   |  Wesley Hall

Come and go at any time during this hour for an intimate time 
of family or individual worship and communion.

•
Candlelight Communion

5:00, 7:00 & 11:00 PM   |   Sanctuary
Rev. Brian Erickson will lead these traditional services 

of Christmas with music, word, candlelight and communion.

trinity west  homewood
Personal Communion

5:00 - 6:00 PM   |  Sanctuary
Come and go at any time during this hour for an intimate time 

of family or individual worship and communion.
•

Candlelight Communion
4:00 & 6:00 PM   |   Sanctuary

Rev. Jack Hinnen will lead these traditional services of  
Christmas with music, word, candlelight and communion.



SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

December 1 Movie Night “Polar Express”, 6:30 PM

December 2 Family Advent Wreath Workshop, 10:00 AM

December 6 Seasoned Adult Box Lunches & Bingo, 11:30 AM

December 18 FoodShare Ministry, 3-5:30 PM

December 19 UMW Circle 2, 10 AM

December 21 Service of Loss & Light, 6:00 PM

December 24 One Combined Morning Worship Service, 11:00 AM

  Candlelight Communion Services, 4:00 & 6:00 PM

  Personal Communion, 5:00-6:00 PM

DecembeR  EVENTS

Friends, this January we will offer several classes on Thursday nights 
including Manna and Mercy and others. Interested in leading a class? 
Contact Micah at mshelton@trinitybirmingham.com to get on the list. 

Trinity West Homewood is a church for people who have no relationship 
with Jesus and no church home. We believe worship should be spirit-filled 
and accessible. Come check us out or bring someone who may love a safe 
place to worship. I look forward to seeing you.
         –Rev. Jack Hinnen

Rachel Macy Stafford to Speak at Trinity  [ Oxmoor campus ]
FEBRUARY 2   •  Great Girls Night Out Gift Idea!
Gather your girlfriends to hear inspirational speaker Rachel Macy Stafford at Trinity 
on Friday, February 2, 2018!  The New York Times best-selling 
author of Hands Free Life, Hands Free Mama and Only Love 
Today, Rachel will share her message of overcoming distraction 
and perfection to live better and love more. She is leading the 
movement to embrace a more purposeful life. Doors open at 
6 PM, Rachel speaks at 6:30 PM and Book Signing/Meet & 
Greet at 7:30 PM.
Tickets are $25 for sale online and in the church office. 
All proceeds from this event will benefit The Bell Center, 
Overflow Foundation, Firehouse Shelter, Community Furniture Bank, United 
Methodist Children’s Home and Family Promise. 

JANUARY 27 - Register for the Red Shoe Run!
The UMW will participate in The Ronald McDonald House Charities Annual 
Red Shoe Run on January 27. Run options include the “Red Shoe Snooz-
er” Virtual Run, 1 Mile Walk/Run, 5K Walk/Run, and 10 mile run - there is 
something for everyone! If you are interested in joining the Trinity UMW 
team, contact Tiffany Slocum tiffanyhslocum@gmail.com.

Diaper Drive Returns in January! 
The UMW will once again partner with Bundles for Hope Diaper Bank 
to sponsor a Diaper Drive during the month of January. Donations of 
diapers size newborn - 6 will be collected and distributed throughout 
the Birmingham and surrounding areas. Diaper Donation Bins will 
be located throughout the church and diaper bundling workshops 
will take place during the month. Be on the lookout for more 
information concerning this wonderful ministry.

The United Methodist Women turn faith, hope and love into ac-
tion on behalf of women, children and youth around the world. 

If you have questions about UMW, please contact:
• Cel Bailey, umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com 
• Tiffany Slocum, tiffanyhslocum@gmail.com

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events

Thursday, December 21  |  6 PM
Sanctuary, Trinity West Homewood

Nursery Available

Service of Loss 
and Light

REMEMBER! ARC ANGEL TREE GIFTS DUE 12/3
ARC Angels, adults with disabilities living at the ARC of Jefferson County, 
are available on the tree at Trinity West Homewood. These gifts are due 
back on Sunday, 12/3 - or by 12/6 at the Oxmoor office.



trinitykids

ADVENT
family wreath workshop

On Saturday morning, December 2 at 10 AM
at both campuses,TrinityKids invites you to attend...

ADVENT wreath WORKSHOp, DECEMBER 2 @ 10 AM 
[ Oxmoor campus & Trinity West Homewood campus ]
Kick off the Advent season with your family by making an Advent wreath you’ll 
love and light up each Sunday of Advent in your home. We’ll enjoy refreshments 
and make a wreath complete with greenery and candles! Reserve your wreath by 
registering online: trinitybirmingham.com/kids

MISTLETOE MONDAY, december 18  (8-10AM, 4th & 5th Grade)
* Off site! Bring your 4th and 5th graders to URBAN AIR for a morning of 
bouncing fun (wear your Urban Air socks if you have them!). We’ll have the 
place to ourselves to enjoy time to fellowship, play some crazy games, and eat 
some fun breakfast snacks! Register online: trinitybirmingham.com/kids
   

MISTLETOE MONDAY, december 18  (8:30-10:30 AM, 1st-3rd Grade)            
Wear your craziest Christmas socks for silly games and silly snacks in the gym. 
Bring your friends to this free event, but please register so we know tha you’re 
coming! Register online: trinitybirmingham.com/kids
 

TINY TOTS TUESDAY, december 19  (9-11 AM, Kindergarten & under)            
Bring your littles to free play in the gym and let them bounce out the sillies on 
the bounce house. We’ll have parent/child crafts that will look lovely on your 
fridge. Coffee, donut holes and juice will make the morning merry. 
No registration needed, please bring all your friends!
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE, december 24 @ 3 PM 
[ Oxmoor campus ] 
Join us for a special Christmas Eve Service at 3 PM in the Sanctuary. This family- 
friendly service will include Christmas carols and Communion.

Questions about SALT? 
Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737, droose@trinitybirmingham.com

Wednesday, December 6 - Christmas Bingo
11:30 AM-2:00 PM, Trinity West Homewood campus. Bring a white 
elephant gift for a fun game of Dirty Santa! $8.00 for barbeque lunch 
with sides, drink and dessert.

Thursday, December 7 - Colonial Christmas at American Village
Depart Trinity at 9:30 AM. Cost of this day trip is $30 which includes 
the tour, lunch and van fees. To be placed on waiting list, contact 
Donna Roose at 879-1737.

Thursday, December 14 - Seasoned Adult Christmas Party
1:30-4:00 PM. Fellowship Hall. Do not miss this wonderful annual 
event! Come enjoy great food, music and Christmas games.

seasoned adults

Sunday, December 3, 4 PM
Trinity’s 1st-5th grade choirs and handbells 
will present their annual Christmas pro-
gram, Bethlehem Night. All are invited to 
join us at 4 PM in the Oxmoor Sanctuary.

Wednesday, December 6, 6 PM
The 3K, 4K and 5K choirs will present 
their Christmas program at 6 PM in the 
Oxmoor Sanctuary. All are invted!

CHRistmas choir programs

DECEMBER 10



Missions& outreach

This Advent, consider supporting Trinity’s Manger Offering. 
All contributions given to this special, second-mile gift 
directly support our ministry partners such as Church of 
the Reconciler and Urban Ministry. Checks should be 
made payable to TUMC, Memo: Manger Offering and may 
be placed in the offering plate on Sundays or delivered to 
the church office.

manger offering 2017

12/1-
12/13

HYGIENE KIT COLLECTION (Oxmoor campus)
Collect hygiene items (toothpaste, bandages, washcloth, etc.) for the 
Viewpoint Church day of worship and service to be held at Church of 
the Reconciler on 12/16. Drop off kits in 2nd Floor Commons Area. 

ANGEL TREE GIFTS DUE (Oxmoor campus)
All angel tree gifts are due at the Oxmoor campus in the 
Ark on Sunday, 12/3. You can also drop off gifts in the main 
office during the week.

ARC ANGEL TREE GIFTS DUE (Trinity West Homewood campus)
ARC Angels, adults with disabilities living at the ARC of Jefferson 
County, are available on the tree at Trinity West Homewood. These 
gifts are due back on Sunday, 12/3 - or by 12/6 at the Oxmoor office.

12/3

12/3

On Saturday, 12/9 volunteer to help distribute Angel Tree gifts at the annual 
FESTIVAL OF THREE KINGS. Location: Birmingham-Southern

FAMILY PROMISE (Oxmoor campus)
Family Promise of Birmingham families will be staying with us during 
a special time this Advent season. Volunteer to bring a meal, play 
games with the children, or spend the night at the church with these 
precious families. Contact Laura McCain at lamccain@bellsouth.net 
for more info or to volunteer! 

12/17-
12/23

For full details on all events listed above, or if you have questions about 
Trinity Missions & Outreach, please contact 
Kristan Walker   205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

TANZANIA: Summer 2018 (18 & up) Partnering with missionaries 
Eric & Liz Soard. Info meeting: Sunday, Jan. 7 at 4 PM (Rm. 219)

COSTA RICA: May 26-June 2, 2018 Partnering with missionaries 
Wil and Yolanda Bailey. This trip, we are sending those interested 
in serving as team leaders for 2019.

PANAMA: Summer 2018 Partnering with missionary Rhett Thompson 
with focus on dental care and construction.

All individuals are welcome! Scholarships available for all trips.
For more information or to sign up for a trip, email Cheryl Hinnen 
at chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com.

2018 International Mission Opportunities

Will not meet in December.    NextSteps
If you are a guest or new member and have questions about member-
ship at Trinity, email Jessica Lane at jlane@trinitybirmingham.com.

www.trinitybirminghamCR.com

A Biblical, balanced program that helps us 
overcome our hurts, hang-ups and habits.

Tuesday Evening Service 
Coming January 2018!

a christmas checklist  for this season of giving…
3 Give to complete your pledge! (80% received year-to-date)
3 Give to the Manger Offering! (100% goes outside the walls of the church)
3 Honor or remember a loved one by giving the gift of an altar flower 
     donation, radio broadcast sponsorship, or music dedication.
3 Consider Trinity in year-end tax planning and when receiving required 
     minimum distributions.
3 Make a commitment to partner in ministry with us in 2018 by filling out 
     a pledge card.
3 Please give us a call or come by to see us if you have any questions 
     about your giving. 
                                           – Merry Christmas from the Trinity Finance Office!

If you have questions about giving, please contact
Laura Ellis at lellis@trinitybirmingham.com, 205-879-1737        

TUESDAY,
DEC. 5
1:00 PM 
FELLOWSHIP HALL
Oxmoor Campus

UAB BAND Christmas Concert

all are invited!

 December 6 Last Dinner for the semester! 

January 10 Dinners resume in 2018!

For menus visit: www.trinitybirmingham.com



OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 9:45 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
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19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
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www.trinitybirmingham.com

• Christmas Volunteers needed • 
DECEMBER 22, 23, 24 – If you would like to help serve by filling 
communion cups and cleaning up before and after services, contact 
Mary Kramer at candmkramer@me.com. We need you!

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

 

Help decorate our sanctuaries and honor or remember a special 
loved one by placing a poinsettia in their name. ($16 each) 
Order forms are available in all Narthexes (both campuses)
 and in the church office. Deadline to order is December 11. 

Christmas Poinsettiasimportant dates
December 2 Family Advent Wreath Workshops, 10 AM

December 3 Hanging of the Green in Worship, 8:30 & 11 AM

December 5 UAB Band Christmas Concert, 1 PM

December 10 Youth Handbells Tacky Sweater Concert, 4:15 PM

December 14 Seasoned Adult Christmas Party, 1:30 PM

December 17 Lessons & Carols in Worship, 8:30 & 11 AM

December 21 Service of Loss & Light, Trinity West Homewood 6 PM

December 23 Contact Christmas Eve, Eve Services , 3, 5 & 7 PM

December 24 Christmas Eve Services (see service list inside)

December 25 & 26  Church Office Closed

December 3 Brian Erickson Amy DeWitte    Jack Hinnen
December 10 Amy DeWitte Brian Erickson    Jack Hinnen
December 17 Brian Erickson Christian Cheairs   Jack Hinnen
December 24 Amy DeWitte (One Service 11 AM)    Jack Hinnen (One Service 11 AM) 

december preaching schedule
SUNDAY: Traditional Contact    Trinity West Homewood


