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winter studies

This coming semester at Trinity, there are new small group study options
that will allow you to build community while expanding your knowledge
of faith and the Bible. Start 2017 off on a new path of discipleship!

Studies begin the week of January 11
– Registration Opens December 11 –
After 12/11, log on to www.trinitybirmingham.com
for a full list of studies and to register.
You may also register by completing
a form found at any Welcome Desk.
Questions? Contact
Jessica Lane at 879-1737
jlane@trinitybirmingham.com.

Each year on December 25 Christians celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. But this date has little connection to the actual unknown date of his birth. December
25 is more closely connected with the marking of the winter
solstice – the shortest day and darkest time of the year. The
Roman emperor Constantine set this date in the early fourth
century to draw upon the obvious metaphorical power: Jesus
Christ breaks into the darkness of our world to shine the light
of God’s truth and grace.
This year, our Advent worship series, “All Heaven Breaks
Loose,” will remember the longing of Israel for a Messiah to
deliver them from political and economic oppression, and the
hope the Christ child continues to bring into the dark corners
of our world through the ministry of his body, the Church.
This year Trinity is joining with Riverchase UMC and Canterbury UMC in our Advent worship series and mission focus.
Join us beginning Sunday, November 27 as we are bound
together in hope and mission to face the brokenness and
darkness of this world with the shining hope of Jesus Christ.

A Note from Pastor Brian
Mary is just a kid. We don’t know what she was doing, so I invite you to
imagine her however you would like, reading in her room, helping clean up
after dinner.
And suddenly, there is an angel. An angel. In her house. In her town.
Nazareth makes Eufaula look like New York City. And here, in her living room,
is an angel. Declaring that she will have a child, and not just any child, but the
Son of God, the Son of the Most High, the heir to David’s throne.
Rather than balking at this, or running the other way screaming, or pretending
that this is not really happening (like a more mature person might do), Mary
simply looks at the angel and says, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord. Let it
be with me just as you say.”
That kind of answer can get you in trouble.

christmas eve services
Children’s Service
3:00 PM | Sanctuary

This casual service is designed for families
with young children. Communion will be served.

•

Personal Communion
4:00 - 5:00 PM | Wesley Hall

Come and go at any time during this hour for an intimate time
of family or individual worship and communion.

•

Candlelight Communion

5:00, 7:00 & 11:00 PM | Sanctuary

She gives birth at the worst possible time, far from home. You would think
that some important folks might show up to a thing like the Son of God being
born, but it’s just the third-shift shepherds and some wandering astronomers
with poor taste in baby gifts.

Trinity’s traditional services of Christmas with music, word,
candlelight and communion.

When her child is still a baby, their family flees to Egypt to avoid a King who
is murdering all the infant boys.

Holy Communion

Just when he’s old enough to order off the adult menu, Mary and Joseph lose
their twelve year-old son for three days while he wanders around the Temple,
teaching the adults what they had long ago forgotten about God.

Offered each Sunday in Advent.
It is served in the main Sanctuary at 9:45 AM and 12:00 Noon
following the traditional worship services.

And several years later, Mary ends up where no parent should ever find themselves, at the death of her own child. Mary, no longer a thirteen year-old little girl,
kneels at the foot of a cross, weeping for her tiny baby boy, who is now a man.
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord. Let it be with me just as you say.”
Maybe she would have chosen differently if she had been given more time.
If she had consulted her parents. If she had weighed the pros and cons of
listening to angels that show up without warning.
But that is the way life works. There is no syllabus, no fair warning, the
lessons come on their own time. The choices that matter most are the ones we
are often least prepared for – an angel appears,
Here am I,
and we must decide who we are. And so the questhe servant of
tion of the season goes something like this:
the Lord.
How many of us would be foolish enough to say
Let it be with me yes to God, when it looks nothing like what
we expected?
just as you say.
Advent is a great reminder that God doesn’t show up wearing a nametag.
When the angels come, when life comes, it is never on schedule, it is never
convenient.
My prayer for you this season is flexibility – that oft-overlooked spiritual discipline that declares we must be ready for anything and everything that God
brings our way. So that we, too, will have the naïve audacity to look into the
face of angels and whisper with the little girl from Nazareth,
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord. Let it be with me just as you say.”

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR
berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

christmas day

Sunday, December 25
11:00 AM | Sanctuary
Trinity will hold one combined morning worship service.
No Sunday School.

Christmas Wreaths & Flowers

Help decorate our church and honor or remember a special loved
one by placing a poinsettia in thier name. ($16 each) Order
forms available on Sunday mornings and in the church office.
Deadline to order is December 11. Also, four live wreaths are
available for sponsorship at $60 each and one large wreath
to hang above the Oxmoor campus front door is $100.
Call Lisa Elliott in the church office, 879-1737, to secure
your wreath sponsorship.

A Treasured Tradition
Burning Brightly
It’s hard to believe this time last year Oakmont
United Methodist Church – a beacon of light in the
West Homewood community – was dark. That was
a time of renovation and transition as the congregation was merging with their brothers and sisters
at Trinity, Oxmoor Road. Months later on Palm
Sunday, the light would return. The doors of the
church would reopen, the Sanctuary swell with
members and guests and the music of hymns and
children’s voices ring out once more.
But before that sacred renewal, still in late
November a feeling of continuity was needed.
With Advent starting soon, Oakmont members worked quickly to ensure that one of their most
treasured traditions would continue. In the very early days
of the church (founded in 1955 with early meetings in Hall
Kent School), the ladies started making Chrismons to
adorn a tree honoring the coming of the Christ Child.
“A bunch of talented women got together to create them,”
recalls a current member. Then they were joined by the
men who found the perfect Evergreen tree each year and
placed it in the church. Generations were linked
together in this time-honored tradition.
So last year even though the church was temporarily closed, the Oakmont tradition of the Chrismon Tree continued unbroken as members placed
it beside its sister Chrismon Tree in the Trinity
Oxmoor Sanctuary. (Pictured left)
This Advent season the Oakmont tree will once
again grace the Sanctuary of Oakmont
Church, also known as Trinity West Homewood.
Longtime members will hang the exquisite ornaments handed down over the years and invite
other generations to join them. “We want to
share these meaningful experiences with the
younger generations,” expresses a member,
“and keep this treasured tradition
burning brightly.”
– By Olivia Wells

Few times of the year are as important as Advent. As we prepare our hearts for
Christ’s coming, the church is in a wonderful position to invite others to
stay focused on this peace-maker coming into our midst.
In West Homewood, we are excited to invite our neighbors to come and be a part of
a few holy moments. On December 18, we will bring our gifts to Christ – and share
with those less fortunate in our community. It is Jesus’ birthday, after all,
so we want to give and not just receive this Advent.
On December 21, we will have a Service of Loss and Light.
This worship service will be a special moment to grieve lost loved ones, lost
opportunities, or even drastic life changes so that we can enter into Christmas as
thankful and expectant as possible. Lastly, we will have Christmas Eve worship at
5 PM followed by a complimentary meal at 6 PM for anyone who can’t afford a
Christmas Eve meal or would like to eat in community with others. We will continue
the exciting work of the church this Christmas season and hope you will join us.
- Rev. Jack Hinnen

December 4

Angel Tree Gifts Due!

December 6

FoodShare Ministry, 3:45-6 PM

December 18 Special Gift Sunday
December 20 FoodShare Ministry, 3:45-6 PM
December 20 Kids Gingerbread Workshop, 10 AM

[ A Note From The Finance Office ]

Thank you to everyone who has made a commitment to Trinity for 2017! Our
total pledge count as of November 17 is 650 pledges! Only 150 to go to meet
our goal. If you have not had an opportunity to pledge, please fill out a commitment card found in all Sanctuaries or online on our “Give” page. Through
October, we have received contributions of $3,252,244 which is about 82% of
our budgeted giving for the year. Our expenses total $3,132,702 or 79% of our
budgeted spending for the year. We are so close to meeting the budget goals
for 2016. Please consider fulfilling your pledge before December 31! The office
will be open until 1:30 PM on Friday, December 30. Contributions must be made
(or postmarked) by December 31, 2016 to be counted in the 2016 tax year. Any
pledges received after that date will be included in your 2017 giving for tax purposes. Please contact the Finance Office with questions regarding pledging or
end of year giving. Thank you for all that you each do for Trinity. I wish you and
yours a joyous December and Merry Christmas!
Laura Ellis, CPA
Executive Director

lellis@trinitybirmingham.com
205-879-1737

December 21 Service of Loss and Light, 6 PM

christmas at trinity west homewood
December 24 Christmas Eve Service, 5 PM
		Christmas Eve Dinner, 6 PM
		Come-and-Go Communion, 8 PM
December 25 Christmas Day Service, 11 AM

Sunday | 9:30 AM Modern & 11 AM Traditional
Oakmont Campus 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen | jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

Trinity Manger Offering
Give to Trinity’s Manger Offering and receive an “Alternative Gift Card.” All contributions given to this special Advent offering
support our ministry partners, like Church of the Reconciler and Urban Ministry. These gift cards can be slipped inside your
annual Christmas card, tied to a package, or placed into a stocking. Alternative Gift Cards are available in the church office
during the week, as well as the Oxmoor 2nd Floor Commons and the Oakmont Narthex on Sunday mornings in December.
Questions? Contact Kristan Walker at 879-1737, kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com.

Missions

Each year, Trinity provides Christmas gifts to over 250 area children.

outreach calendar

trinity kids december

children’s christmas choir programs

December 4
December 7

1st-5th Grade Choir Program, 4 PM Sanctuary
3-5K Choir Program, 6 PM Sanctuary

Monday, December 19

Merry Monday! 9-11 AM Gym

12/2 &
12/3

Modern Family Closet

Oakmont Campus: Our closet will be open from 10 AM - 2 PM for families
in need. Volunteer shopkeepers and like new children’s clothing and
supplies are needed!

• Kids up to 2nd grade and their parent(s).
Free play fun! Bouncy house, Gym games,
Christmas crafts and snacks.

12/3 &
12/9

Family Promise of Birmingham Giftwrap Booth

mistletoe Monday! 1-4 PM Gym & about town

12/4

Angel Tree Gifts Due! Oxmoor & Oakmont Campuses

12/4

Share the Warmth Coat Drive

12/6 &
12/20

Have your Christmas gifts wrapped and support Family Promise Ministry
at Brookwood Mall. (Open 10 AM-9 PM) ALSO! Volunteer for a 3-hour shift
on 12/3 or 12/9. To sign up, call Jamie Fitzwater at 205-441-4062.

Oxmoor & Oakmont Campuses: We are collecting like new children’s and
adult coats all month long! Drop off locations: Oxmoor Campus 2nd floor
commons area and Oakmont Campus Narthex. Volunteers needed to
distribute coats to local ministries.

FoodShare Ministry

Oakmont Campus: FoodShare will meet at 4 PM. Support this new
ministry that provides free food and household supplies to 60 adults and
children two times a month. Volunteers needed to pick up the food, bring
the afternoon snack, and simply spend time with our families.

12/10

Festival of Three Kings

Thurs

AL-ANON, Each Thursday

Kid

Friendly

Volunteers needed to help distribute Angel Tree gifts to families. Location:
Birmingham-Southern College. Contact Cassie Cates for more information
and to sign up, cassiedcates@gmail.com.
Oxmoor Campus: AL-Anon is held on Thursdays from 7-8 PM in the
Fireside Room (1st floor Gym hallway) Open group for families and friends
of alcoholics, no sign up necessary. Questions? Contact Kam Carden at
kam.carden@hotmail.com.

For full details on all events listed above, log on to
www.trinitybirmingham.com/get-involved/
Questions about Trinity Missions & Outreach? Contact Kristan Walker
205-879-1737 | kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

• 3rd-5th graders (limited to first 35 registrants) $12
Silly sock fun! Wear your craziest Christmas socks to see who wins
1st prize. Bring a pack of new socks to share with a local mission
partner! Enjoy sock games in the gym, make stockings for families
participating in our Food Share ministry, and jump in your crazy
socks at Urban Air, Homewood. Sign up at trinitybirmingham.com/kids

Tuesday, December 20...Kids of all ages!
Gingerbread Nativity Workshop, 10 AM
[ Held simultaneously at both campuses! ]
Combining the fun of making gingerbread houses
with the best story on Earth! Parents will enjoy a
specialty coffee and donuts.

December 24

Christmas Eve Kids’ Service, 3 PM Sanctuary

new members

Touch the life of a Trinity Confirmand

Confirmands and their mentors are pictured at Lake Junaluska, NC on their retreat.

You are invited to write a note of affirmation to our youth going through Confirmation.
This is such a pivotal time in their spiritual life as they make their own personal commitment to Christ. You
have rocked them as babies, and taught them in Sunday School or choir. A note would mean so much to them.
Individual envelopes may be found on the 2nd floor outside of Wesley Hall. Envelopes will be removed after the
last service on Sunday, December 11...don’t let this opportunity pass you by! Our class would like to invite you
to attend their service of Confirmation on Sunday, January 8 at 4 PM in the Sanctuary.
Will Abel
Henry Allen
Will Andress
Max Bashinsky
Margaret Bondurant
Hutch Brant
Hudson Burke
Sam Carr
Claire Chatham
Carter Dabbs

Anna Claire Deerman
Charles Dillard
Anna Kate Eady
Svea Erickson
Sunny Ferren
Sophia Forrestall
Lauren Green
Nicholas Gustin
Luke Hamner
Maddie Hazelrig

Walker Heath
Harrison Hensarling
Eason Hershbach
Avery Huntley
James Ivey
Jillian Johnson
Clay Johnston
Kate Jourdan
Vivian Kramer
Andrew Laird

Kate Leyden
Sophie Lowery
Gavin McAbee
Darian McLain
Molly McCollum
Avery Marcum
Graham McLean
Mary Larkin Mullins
Ky Nequette
Maris Owen

Kate Parris
Samantha Pearson
Caroline Prince
Ella Ray
Daniel Reynolds
Kaden Reynolds
Kaylin Rezek
Parker Sansing
Susanna Sheehan
Kenner Smith

Mac Smith
Eli Standard
Campbell Swanner
Mary Case Tanner
Jake Truitt
Drew Vinson
Mattie Gaines Weaver
David Young

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner Study
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? If so, we would love for you to join us
on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM. This group meets at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott.
A free, home cooked dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door prizes!
For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
• UMW Trinity Notecards... Make Great Gifts!

UMW Notecards make the perfect hostess, friend or neighbor gift! Each package contains 8 notecards depicting 4 iconic
Trinity images. They are available in the church office for $12. All proceeds benefit UMW supported agencies.

• Sign up for The Ronald McDonald House Red Shoe Run

UMW will participate in the 13th Annual Red Shoe Run on January 21. If you are interested in joining the Trinity UMW
team, contact Cel Bailey, umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.

• Diaper Drive will return in January

We will once again partner with Bundles for Hope Diaper Bank to sponsor a Diaper Drive during the month of January.
Diapers will be collected and distributed throughout the Birmingham and surrounding areas. Watch for more details!
– Questions about UMW? Contact Cel Bailey at umwpresident@trinitybirmingham.com.–

Monday, December 5 - UAB Band Christmas Program 3 PM Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, December 21 - Lunch Bunch

Taylor and Madeline Sands
521 River Haven Circle, Hoover 35244
The Sands joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church and by vows
from another Christian denomination. Taylor
works as an actuary for BCBS of AL and
Madeline is a teacher at Bright Horizons.
Russell Nelson
213 Narrows Point Lane, Birmingham 35242
Russell joined Trinity by vows from another
Christian denomination. He is Trinity’s Director
of Music Ministry.
Patrick and Dodie Driscoll
213 Brentwood Drive, Alabaster 35007
The Driscolls joined Trinity by vows from
another Christian denomination. Patrick works
for BBVA Compass and Dodie works for
Regions Bank.
Wil and Cristin Dedmon
3005 Manor Brook Drive, Vestavia 35243
The Dedmons joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. Wil is a
portfolio manager with DMC Group and Cristin
is an Associate Director of Children’s Ministry
at Trinity. They have a daughter, Cate (22 mo).
Bill Briggs
877 Cable Drive, Birmingham 35226
Bill joined Trinity by transfer from
another United Methodist Church. He is retired.
Dan and Hagen Baker
436 Raleigh Avenue, Homewood 35209
The Bakers joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. Dan is a hydrolics
technician for the U.S. Airforce and Hagan is
a designer for Cooking Light magazine. They
have four children, Kenzie (11), Sadie (8), Jake
(6) and Lennon (4 mo.).
Laura Waygood
156 Hayesbury Court, Pelham 35124
Laura joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. She works as a manager at
Mercedes Benz US International.
Stacey Gann and Anita Clark
1620 29th Court S., Apt. A, Homewood 35209
Stacey and Anita joined Trinity by vows from
another Christian denomination. Stacey is a physical therapist assistant at Ergoscience and Anita
works at Chez Fonfon restaurant.
Jeffrey McDonald and Kellie Regal
622 Summit Place, Birmingham 35243
Jeffrey and Kellie joined Trinity by Profession
of Faith. They are both graduate students at
UAB.

seasoned adults
Thursday, December 8 - Annual Christmas Party 1:30-4 PM Fellowship Hall

welcome!

coming 20
17

We will take a trip to Veterans’ Cemetery in Montevallo to visit graves that have been decorated by the
non-profit organization, Wreaths Across America. Before visiting the cemetery, we will stop at Full
Moon Barbecue in Alabaster for a dutch-treat lunch. Leaving Trinity at 10:15 AM. $3.00 for van usage
fees. (Trip will be cancelled in case of inclement weather.)

Questions about SALT? Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737, droose@trinitybirmingham.com

Janet McCrorie (not pictured)
2711 Oxmoor Glen Drive, Birmingham 35211
Janet joined Trinity by associate membership.
She is retired.

N ext Steps Will not meet in December.

If you are a guest or new member and have questions about membership at Trinity, email Laura Eanes at leanes@trinitybirmingham.com.
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SUNDAYS

at Trinity

OXMOOR CAMPUS: Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM • Sunday School 10:00 AM • Youth Activities 6:00 PM
OAKMONT CAMPUS: Worship 9:30 & 11:00 AM

Oxmoor Campus: 1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood • 205.879.1737 | Oakmont Campus: 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood • 205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709

www.trinitybirmingham.com

important dates
December 1		

MOMentum, 10 AM

December 4		

1st-5th Grade Choirs - Christmas Program, 4 PM

December 5		

UAB Holiday Concert, 3 PM

December 7		

3K-5K Choir Christmas Program, 6 PM

December 18		

Service of Lessons & Carols, 8:45 & 11 AM Traditional

December 21		

Service of Loss & Light, 6 PM Oakmont Campus

December 23		

Contact Christmas Eve, Eve Services, 5 & 7 PM

December 24		

Kids Christmas Eve Service, 3 PM

			Christmas Eve Services, 5 PM, 7 PM & 11 PM
December 25		

Christmas Day Service, 11 AM

A d v e n t Pr a y

erTags

During this
Advent season
Trinity mem
, you are invi
bers in writi
ted to join ot
ng your pray
her
ers, whatever
on special ta
gs and hangi
they may be,
n
g
th
em together
special statio
at
Look for the
ns in our ch
tags – write
urches.
and hang yo
ur prayers as
often as you
’d like.

