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Confirmation 2016-2017 
What is Confirmation?

It is a time of faith exploration where 6th grade 
students experience prayers and the presence 
of God in new and fresh ways, study scripture, 

serve others who are in need, and share gifts and 
talents while in fellowship with 

middle school brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 

Important Dates:
August 7

RSVP Deadline for Orientation Dinner
•

August 21
Orientation Dinner

5:00 PM, Fellowship Hall
•

August 28
Pool Party for Youth

6:00 PM
Mentor Training, same Location

•
Questions about Confirmation?

Contact Suzanne Pruitt at
spruitt@trinitybirmingham.com.
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Cover Photo: VENTURE 2016  Trinity’s upper Elementary kids kicked off the summer with an 
awesome experience at Venture.  75 kids joined us for 3 nights of worshipping God, learning more 
about what it means to be a servant to our neighbors, thinking about how God calls us to be DIF-
FERENT (this year’s theme), and playing some games that were…well, different! We learned that 
God CALLS us to be different (1 Samuel 8), that we are all CREATED differently (1 Cor. 12), and that 
we are SENT OUT by God to make a difference in the lives of others (Isaiah 58). It was a cool week 
of fun and growing in faith! 
 
Rising 4th & 5th graders! SPARK is coming this fall...

If you thought Venture was fun, join us for SPARK this fall! 
We’ll meet on the second Sundays of the month throughout the school 
year. This is something you will not want to miss! Watch for details.

HOW CAN YOU SERVE THIS WEEK? 
See inside for ways that you can serve 

both inside and outside the walls of Trinity. 



I’m not sure how long it was after the Resurrection that the disciples realized 
they needed a newsletter.
 
Perhaps Mary Magdelene and the UMW needed a format to announce the Fall 
Bazaar. Maybe Timothy had some announcements the Youth Group needed to 
hear, or Peter was calling a meeting of the Long Range Planning Committee.  
Paul wanted everyone to know about the newly formed softball league and 
their upcoming game against the Baptists.
 
However it happened, at some point the church realized it needed a way to tell 
folks what was going on. Another avenue to invite people to participate more 
fully in the life of the congregation, and a way to keep them all connected as 
the church continued to grow.
 
These days, there are a lot of ways to get information, but not much informa-
tion worth getting. Every day your mailbox and your inbox and your Face-
book feed are crammed with advertisements and empty promises, products 
promoting themselves as the answers to life’s deepest questions, candidates 
pledging to do whatever it is you want done. The printed word is slowly los-
ing ground to the airwaves and the internet, and it gets a little harder everyday 
to trust what you read. Somewhere in the chorus of glossy brochures, the 
church’s message usually gets lost.
 
But we Christians have always depended on 
the printed word to tell the story of Christ.  
It’s no accident that we call Jesus the “Word 
of God.” In a world that no longer trusts 
words, we still use them to tell truth. To share 
the good news. Our obligation is to try and 
match the medium to the message, to find the 
best way to let those outside our walls know who we are, what we’re about, 
and that they are welcome here. 
 
Which brings me to our new monthly format for Tidings. Our hope is that this 
will be something you’re proud of, a place where those of you who wonder 
where you can plug in at Trinity can more easily find a ministry that stirs you.  
But we also want to make it easier for you to reach out to the people in your 
life who don’t have a spiritual home.  While you may not be comfortable 
outlining the basic tenants of John Wesley’s sermons to an unchurched friend 
(neither is yours truly), we want to put something in your hands that you can 
use to invite friends and colleagues to join us in changing the world. In these 
pages, we will tell the story of our congregation as it unfolds, while still using 
all the other formats we can to communicate the news and needs of Trinity’s 
ministry. This may end up on your refrigerator, or better yet, you will read it 
and then hand it off to a friend that would be a perfect fit for that new outreach 
ministry, or a couple that might be healed by that upcoming sermon series.
 
The disciples decided a long time ago that unshared news isn’t news at all.  
They had the wisdom to go out into the world and tell their story, witnessing 
to what they had seen. My prayer is that this newsletter might be a window 
to our congregation, a witness to the work of Christ in us, and a step towards 
helping us share that same good news. See you Sunday!

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

Christians have 
always depended on 

the printed word 
to tell the story 

of christ.

student ministry

August 14 - Bible Presentations
• OXMOOR CAMPUS:  Rising 3rd grade students will be recog-
nized at 8:45 AM services in Traditional and Contact worship. 
Bibles will then be presented to the students during the Sunday 
School hour in the Sanctuary at 10 AM.  
• OAKMONT CAMPUS:  Rising 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students 
will be presented Bibles during the children’s moment at both 
9:30 & 11 AM worship services.

trinity kids

SundaeGROW

August 7 - GROW @ Oxmoor Campus
Kick-off the new school year at Trinity. Kids...bring your back-
packs to worship for a special blessing. At 10 AM children and 
their parents will meet new Sunday School teachers in classrooms 
and sign up for Kids Choirs! Best of all, we will gather to enjoy 
Ice Cream Sundaes in the GYM!
August 14 - GROW @ Oakmont Campus
Don’t miss a fun day at Trinity West Homewood. Kids will meet 
their GROVE teachers, enjoy Ice Cream Sundaes and try out the 
new playground! 

August 20 - Serve Saturday
7:15 - 10:30 AM at East Lake Market
Bring the family to pack and deliver 
boxes of fresh produce to those in need. 
This is a fun, kid-friendly service 
opportunity!

Questions about Trinity Kids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Dugout Ministry Needs You!  
The Dugout is a prayer ministry for our 
students. We still have 100 students that 
need to be drafted! If you are willing to 
support a student through prayer and en-
couragement, contact Rachel at rsaliba@
trinitybirmingham.com.

elementstudentministry.com

High School Discovery
August 20 & 21
High School Discovery Weekend 
is a two day camp for High School 
Students at Springville Camp & Con-
ference in Odenville, AL. It’s a great 
way for students to connect with God, 
friends, and adult leaders, as well as 
disconnect from the world and grow in 
faith. Register your student now at
www.elementstudentministry.com.

Questions about Element? Contact Robert at rsturdivant@trinitybirmingham.com.

Panama

SOS

Urban Ministry



Trinity welcomes Russell Nelson as Director of 
Music Ministry. Prior to his arrival in Birming-
ham, he served for eleven years as Director of 
Music Ministries at Central United Methodist 
Church in Asheville, NC. There, he directed 
adults, youth, and children in a multi-faceted 
Music Ministry, which helped lead the con-
gregation in weekly worship, and other music 
events. From 2002 until 2005, Russell served the 
congregation of Faith Presbyterian Church in 
Tallahassee, FL as Director of Music.   

Russell holds a Master of Music in Choral Conducting from Westminster 
Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey and a Bachelor of Arts in Music from 
Anderson College in his hometown of Anderson, South Carolina. While 
studying at Westminster, he was a member of the renowned Westminster 
Choir, which serves as the resident chorus for the Spoleto Festival, USA in 
Charleston, SC.  He is also a contributing author for the GIA Publications 
resource guide, Teaching Music Through Performance in Choir, Vols. 1 and 2.  
Russell has a passion for choral music, particularly the sacred genre, and enjoys 
working together with a very gifted music staff and laity to bring the worship 
community of the church together through singing, playing, and serving.

Russell may be reached at 879-1737 or rnelson@trinitybirmingham.com.

welcome to trinitydirector of music ministrY

Sunday  |  9:30 Contemporary & 11 AM Traditional
Oakmont Campus 914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

August 7 Communion Sunday, 9:30 & 11 AM

August 11 Trinity Men’s Dinner, 6:30 PM

August 14 Fall Kickoff & Kids Grow Sundae, 9:30 & 11 AM

August 14 3rd-5th Grade Bible Presentation, 9:30 & 11 AM

August 20 Serve Saturday @ East Lake UMC Market, 7:15-10:30 AM

August 25 Under the Bridge Ministry, 5 PM

August 28 Project Serve: Hall Kent Teacher Appreciation Project

August Sermon Series: picture perfect
The idea that we are under immense pressure to look perfect - is the idea that 
weakness, division and lack of control are not a part of our reality. Well. This 
series is about how those things, while not preferable, are a part of everyone’s 
reality and maybe even a tool to bring the Kingdom of God. God has an idea of 
what being picture perfect truly looks like (Christ) and we can strive to get there, 
even if it doesn’t look like what others expect.

Coming Saturday, September 10! 
Sweet Potato Drop - We need 300 volunteers to 
help us sort thousands of pounds of leftover crop, 
and get it in the hands of local food pantries. 
This is a fun, family friendly service opportunity. Crop 
will be dropped at Trinity West Homewood. Join us!

seasoned adults
Trinity’s Senior Adult Ministry has a new name...
SALT - Seasoned Adults Loving & Trusting

August 15 - Kentucky Tour Deposit Due
Join us for a wonderful fall trip to Kentucky! To secure your spot, a $150 
deposit is due on August 15. The trip will be October 10-13 and we will 
visit Churchill Downs, the Louisville Slugger Museum and many other 
incredible KY spots. For full trip details and more info, contact Donna 
Roose at 879-1737.

August 23 - Movers & Shakers Lunch
All are invited to this monthly luncheon held on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at Noon. If you are not on the calling list, please make a reservation 
for lunch by contacting Donna Roose at 879-1737.

Questions about SALT? Contact Donna Roose
205-879-1737  |  droose@trinitybirmingham.com



Modern Family Ministries
Fri. & Sat. 8/5-6 from 10am-2pm. Each month our Modern Family 
Ministries Closet is open to Jefferson Co. foster families. Come volun-
teer as a shopkeeper and/or donate gently used children’s clothing.

Backpack Ministry Special Offering
Sun. 8/7 - All Sunday services on both campuses! 
Last school year through our new Backpack minis-
try, Trinity delivered 6,760 healthy weekend meals 
to 200+ food insecure Homewood and Hemphill 
Elementary students. Help us raise $35,000 for the 
2016-2017 school year, just a few dollars can ensure 
that one more child has food for the weekend.

Serve Saturday at East Lake Market
Sat. 8/20 - Pack and deliver boxes of fresh produce to our low income 
and disabled neighbors, and jump in the TUMC Bounce House! 

Sweet Potato Drop
We need 300 volunteers to help us sort thousands of pounds of left-
over crop, and get it in the hands of local food pantries. This is a fun 
service opportunity. The crop will be dropped at Trinity West Home-
wood - Oakmont campus. Sign up opportunities coming soon!

Missions connect & serve
Hi church family! One of the things I 

love most about Trinity is the innumer-
able options and opportunities to go 

outside the walls of Trinity and spread 
some love. Every Sunday I hear the 

invitation and challenge to actually go 
be the church and sometimes I wonder 

what that really looks like. 
Just love God and love people, right? 

In June, I signed up to show up at East 
Lake UMC early on a Saturday and 

help pack boxes full of fresh produce 
at their farmer’s market. We gathered 

all kinds of fruits and veggies, orga-
nized them into boxes, loaded them in 
a van and hand delivered them to the 
residents of the Villa Maria apartment 

complex a few blocks away. 
It’s a family friendly event and you are 
invited! We will be doing this again on 

August 20. Won’t you join me?
– Christy Hayes

Fresh produce at 
East Lake Market 
during Trinity’s 
June and July
Serve Saturdays. 

outreach calendar
8/5-6

For full details on all events listed above, log on to
www.trinitybirmingham.com/get-involved/

Questions about Trinity Missions & Outreach? Contact Kristan Walker
205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

8/7

8/20

9/10

  

Kid
Friendly

OXMOOR CAMPUS   COMMITMENT
1.  Greeters / Welcome Desks  Sun AMs 1x/month, special events
2.  Offertory Prayer Lead / Traditional  Ongoing, organizing for each Sunday
3.  Readers / Both services   As needed
4.  Sonshine Ministry / Special needs kids 1-2 Sundays/month                                                         
 
OAKMONT CAMPUS   COMMITMENT
1. Children’s Teachers (K-5)   2 Sundays/month
2. Worship / Technical and Musical  2 Sundays/month
3.  Greeters / Ushers   2 Sundays/month
4.  Coffee Servers    2 Sundays/month

BOTH CAMPUSES   COMMITMENT
1. Cooking / Baking   As needed, per request
2. Van Drivers    As needed, per request
3. New Member Team   Shepherding a new member for 1 year

opportunities to serve your church

Sign up to serve online: http://bit.ly/TUMCvolunteer 
Questions? Contact Laura Eanes 205-879-1737  |  leanes@trinitybirmingham.com

THE GREETER MINISTRY

The Greeters of Trinity always 
have open spots for serving on 
Sunday mornings on both cam-
puses! If you have a strength for 
meeting others, sharing informa-
tion, and a passion for hospitality, 
we need you to serve and use 
your gifts.   

Serve 1-2 Sundays/month
 
Find your spot! 
Contact Laurie Smith at
laurielizsmith@gmail.com

I was initially drawn to Trinity because of the warmth I felt from 
complete strangers as I entered the doors. Being a greeter allows 
me to provide that same warmth and welcome to others that may 
be walking in for the first time. – Megan Cesnick



UMW Open House, August 28
Please join the United Methodist Women (UMW) of Trinity for an Open House on Sunday, 
August 28th from 10-11 AM. Stop by the parlor for light refreshments and learn more about 
fall activities and how you can plug into this mission-focused women’s ministry. 

Guests & new members welcome!
Troy Arias
1408 Cosmos Circle, Vestavia 35216
Troy joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. He is a 
student at Birmingham-Southern College.

Will and Jennie Borland
229 Bush Street, Birmingham 35210
The Borlands joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Will 
works for Yelp and Jennie is a teaher at 
Mountain Brook Junior High School.
Mallori Poteat
3323 Old Montgomery Hwy. Apt B
Homewood 35209
Mallori joined Trinity by vows from anoth-
er Christian denomination. She is married 
to Trinity member Sam Poteat.
Kevin and Caroline Stone
2641 Kemp Court, Birmingham 35226
The Stones joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Kevin is 
a manager at Motion Industries. They have 
three children, Claire, David and Margaret.
Emily Ann Eidson
900 Arkadelphia Road, Birmingham 35254
Emily Ann joined Trinity by affiliate member-
ship. She is a student at Birmingham-Southern 
College.

David and Casey Palmer
3416 Jones Drive, Vestavia 35243
The Palmers joined Trinity by transfer from 
another United Methodist Church. David 
works for the U. S. Army and Casey is a 
teacher at Deer Valley Elementary School. 
They have two children, Charlie and Tempie.

Brandie and Sarah Weatherly
1093 Sherbrooke Dr., Homewood 35209
The Weatherlys joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Brandie is a 
nurse and Sarah is a preschool teacher. They 
have a son, Cruz.

new members

John and Robin Ennis
2209 Sterling Ridge Circle, Vestavia 35216
The Ennis’ joined Trinity by vows from 
another Christian denomination. Robin is a 
professor at UAB. They have triplets, Archer, 
Alden and Andrew.

Harold and Sara Shepherd (not pictured)
1109 Hardwick Lane, Homewood 35209
The Shepherds joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination and by transfer from another United Methodist 
Church. They are retired.
Bill Vaughan (not pictured)
400 University Park Dr. Apt. 249, Homewood 35209
Bill joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. He is retired.

Brittany Ross (not pictured)
1100 27th St. S. Apt. 802, Birmingham 35205
Brittany joined Trinity by transfer from another United 
Methodist Church. She is a CPA at Ernst & Young.

[ A Note From The Finance Office ]
As we round the corner on the first half of 2016, I want to share with you what a blessing it has been for 
me to serve my first year on staff of such a generous and loving church family. We have had a record 
breaking year so far with giving coming in at $1,957,860 which is 49% of the total budget at the end of 
June. Giving is also out pacing our total spending of $1,934,147 for an increase in reserves of $23,713 
year to date. With this giving, we have renovated our West Homewood campus, offered numerous youth 
scholarships to Middle School Discovery and SOS, and most recently housed over 430 kids for VBS. On 
top of that we raised $51,734.32 in Lent offering that was gifted to ministries outside of our walls in our 
community. So many exciting things have happened and I look forward to what we are able to do next!

Laura Ellis, CPA            lellis@trinitybirmingham.com
Executive Director          205-879-1737

If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for Next Steps. 
It’s a membership track designed specifically for our guests and 
new members. At Next Steps, you will meet pastors and staff, learn 
more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs. 
It is held every Sunday at both Trinity campuses.

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus: 10 AM in the Large Parlor   |   Oakmont Campus: 10:30 AM in the Comfort Room

Questions about Next Steps? Contact Shelley at sbrockwell@trinitybirmingham.com

WEDNESDAY SUPPER
4:30-6:00 PM  •  Fellowship Hall

$20.00 Family Maximum  (or) 
    - $6.00 per adult
    - $3.00 per child (9 and under)
    - $5.00 per senior adult (60+)
    - $5.00 Salad Bar
Please make a reservation online at
www.trinitybirmingham.com
 
Adults:   Kids:
Hamburgers Hamburger sliders
Baked Beans Fries
Mac & Cheese  Fruit cup 

Wednesday Evening Activities 
Return Wednesday, August 24

Adult Studies!
Fall small groups begin! 6 PMQuestions or for more details, contactjlane@trinitybirmingham.com

Kids Choirs!
5-5:30 PM Handchimes
5:30-6:15 PM 3K-5th grade choirs
6:15-7 PM Rotating activities
To sign up or for more details, contact

jhaskins@trinitybirmingham.com



Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Oakmont Campus:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622

www.trinitybirmingham.com

OXMOOR CAMPUS:  Worship 8:45 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 10:00 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
OAKMONT CAMPUS:  Worship 9:30 & 11:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

August Sermon Series [Oxmoor Campus]

young adults Tuesday Evening Study
August Guest Teacher is Rev. Brian Erickson
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, we would love for you to join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM.
This group meets at the home of Mark & Lisa Elliott. A free, home cooked 
dinner is served along with fellowship, study and door prizes!
For more info, contact Lisa at lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com


