
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

APRIL 2018
VOL. 52 NO.4

APRIL 1
Sunrise Services

6:30 AM
Trinity West Homewood (Rain: Trinity West Sanctuary)
Trinity Youth at Homewood Park (Rain: Wesley Hall)

Traditional Worship Services
 8:30, 9:45 & 11:00 AM

Oxmoor Sanctuary
Led by Rev. Brian Erickson

Contact Worship Services
8:30, 9:45* & 11:00 AM

Oxmoor Wesley Hall 
Led by Rev. Amy DeWitte

Trinity West Homewood Services
9:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 11:00 AM

Trinity West Homewood Sanctuary 
Led by Rev. Jack Hinnen

•

NO CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
on Easter Sunday 

Contact worship will hold a kid-friendly service*
at 9:45 AM in Wesley Hall.

– Nursery is available for all services –

Easter Services
MARCH 31

Saturday Evening Service
6:00 PM

Traditional Worship, Oxmoor Sanctuary
•

Easter Resurrection Cross
Participate in a Trinity Easter Sunday tradition 

and bring fresh flowers and greenery from your yard 
and decorate the “living crosses” on the front lawns 

of both campuses on Easter morning before worship.

Butterfly Release
Children are invited to participate in Trinity’s 

annual butterfly release on the 
front lawn immediately following the 

9:45 AM kid-friendly Contact worship service.

EASTER PARKING
& Shuttle Van Service 

For your convenience, a shuttle 
will be available on Easter from 

Homewood Central Park 
8:00 AM - 12:15 PM.  

Please consider parking off site to allow for 
more parking in our lots for our Easter guests.

Make a joyful  noise     
unto the Lord.

Trinity’s Children’s Choirs will present 
their spring program at 10 AM on

Sunday, April 29.



Several years ago, when we worked at 
a little Methodist university in Indiana, 
I got a call from a faculty member that I 
did not know well. She told me that her 
husband Roger was dying of lung can-
cer, that the treatments had not slowed 
down the disease at all, and that her hus-
band had just a couple of months to live.
She asked if I would perform his funeral, 
and if I would be willing to meet with 
them. We set up a time for me to come 
by the house the following day.

Her husband was brilliant, kind, and a 
devout atheist. He announced this to me 
within 2 minutes of our first conversation.

“I don’t want anything religious at my 
funeral,” he told me. “I’ve had it with 
you church people, and if it were up to 
me, we wouldn’t have a minister per-
forming the funeral.” I thought, “Well, 
this is a promising start.”

But over the course of the next several 
weeks, I had the chance to share many 
conversations with Roger about his life 
as well as his death. As his body grew 
weaker, and he began to trust me more, 
he started to open up.

One day, as we sat together on his front 
porch, somewhat out of the blue, he 
asked me, “Do you really believe in the 
resurrection?” And I told him, “Yes, 
I do, I really do.”  There was a long 
silence, and then he looked at me with 
tears in his eyes, and he asked, “Do you 
think it’s too late for me to believe in 
it, too?”

And I said, “I think your timing is per-
fect.”  That was the last time I saw him 
alive. We prayed together for the first 
and last time that day.

We had sketched out a funeral service 
early on in our meetings that left out 
everything Roger found too religious.  
But the day before his funeral, his wife 
handed me a sheet of paper in Roger’s 

handwriting. It was a new service, with 
every bit of resurrection written back in.

We crowded into that church the next 
day for Roger, and Jesus met us there.  
We showed up in a place of death but all 
we could find was life. And with tears in 
our eyes and joy in our hearts, we said 
“resurrection.”

The question of 
Easter asks us 
what story do you 
want to live by? 
What story do you 
want to enter your grave with?

That this is all just a great accident, that 
we are the result of chance, that our lives 
are going nowhere and ultimately mean 
nothing?  That we are just meant to 
spend our days driving the carpool and 
punching the clock and whittling away 
our lives until our end comes?

What Roger came to believe in those 
final days was that on a Sunday morn-
ing two thousand years ago the tomb 
was left empty. With his final breath he 
believed that God is in control. He came 
to trust that Jesus is no longer wrapped 
up in burial linens, but is roaming the 
universe, roaming the streets of this city, 
still calling disciples, still healing lives, 
still looking for all his lost sheep.

This Easter season, I pray we can 
believe it too.

See you Sunday,

Brian

A Note from Pastor Brian

Rev. Brian Erickson
SENIOR PASTOR

berickson@trinitybirmingham.com
205.879.1737

The question of 
Easter asks us 

what story
 do you want to 

live by?

2018 Prayer  Focus   |   #yearo fp rayer

On Sunday, March 18, the Trinity church family made 
3-year financial commitments to our Multiply capital 
campaign. The response has been overwhelming, and is 
a true testiment to the love that members share for this 
great church and its future.

On Easter Sunday, April 1, there will be an offical 
announcement of the grand total toward our goal of 
$12 million. 

Also on Easter Sunday, you have the opportunity to make 
your first gift of your 3-year pledge by bringing forth your 
First Fruits offering.

If you have not made your 3-year pledge and would like 
for your commitment to be included in this grand total 
announcement, you may make your pledge by turning 
in a commitment card to the finance office, or you may 
submit it conveniently online: 
www.trinitybirmingham.com/giving/

If you have questions about your commitment, please 
contact Laura Ellis at lellis@trinitybirmingham.com.

How will you share in the miracle?



SUNDAY:
9 & 11 AM Worship  |  10 AM Community Hour  

914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood
Rev. Jack Hinnen  |   jhinnen@trinitybirmingham.com

United Methodist Women Upcoming Events
UMW General Meeting & Luncheon, April 16
All are invited to a special meeting on Monday, April 16 at 10 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  
The program “Restoring Hope: Struggling with Addiction” will feature speaker Robin Ladner 
of LifeSource, Inc. Lunch reservations are $7.50 and non-UMW members reservations 
can be made by emailing Billie Gray at gray81321@bellsouth.net. UMW members should 
email Circle Chairs for reservations. Lunch reservation deadline is Tuesday, April 10. 

UMW Flower & Bake Sale, May 12
SAVE THE DATE! The UMW Flower & Bake Sale will be held on Saturday, May 12 in the 
Small Dining Room and Fellowship Hall Annex during the annual Boy Scout Pancake 
Breakfast and Garage Sale. Stop by and pick up a plant, fresh cut floral arrangement, 
cookies, cakes or savory breads just in time for Mother’s Day. All proceeds from the sale 
will benefit UMW-supported missions.

What is UMW? The United Methodist Women turn faith, hope and love into action on 
behalf of women, children and youth around the world. If you have questions about UMW, 
please contact Tiffany Slocum at umwpresident@ trinitybirmingham.com.

“BREATHE” CHAIR YOGA   |   Tuesday Afternoons at 1:45 PM
Begins April 3 – Each Tuesday in April from 1:45-2:15 PM
Chair yoga is a great way for you to find mobility in a way that is soft and 
gentle but also really supportive and beneficial. Join us!
Questions? Contact Micah Shelton at mshelton@trinitybirmingham.com

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY   |   Thursday Nights at 6 PM
Begins April 12 – 9 week series, Childcare provided (See details to the left)  
Questions? Contact Micah Shelton at mshelton@trinitybirmingham.com

HOW TO BE HERE   |   Thursday Nights at 6 PM
Begins April 12 – Childcare provided. Philip Gibson will lead a study on   
“How To Be Here: A Guide to Creating a Life Worth Living” by Rob Bell. 
Questions? Contact Micah Shelton at mshelton@trinitybirmingham.com

CELEBRATE RECOVERY   |   Tuesday Nights at 6 PM
Ongoing – This ministry is made up of regular people who are on a journey 
toward wholeness; seeking recovery and celebrating God’s healing. 
Dinner is provided along with worship and confidential small groups. 

APRIL SMALL GROUPS

Night of Worship
Thursday, April 5

6:30 PM

Join  us for a

Easter Worship
SUNDAY, APRIL 1

Sunrise Service • 6:30 AM
Easter Worship • 9, 10, 11 AM

Children will participate in the 
annual butterfly release directly following 
each worship service on the front lawn.

BEGINS THURSDAY, APRIL 12

THURSDAY EVENINGS, 6 PM
Trinity West Homewood, 914 Oak Grove Road

Register today!
Use this QR Code

Questions? Contact Micah Shelton at mshelton@trinitybirmingham.com

You have the opportunity to place designated gifts 
in honor or memory of a loved one.

$350 Radio Broadcast  •  $150 Gift of Music  •  $50 Altar Flowers
Please note that designated gifts are a special way to honor or remember a loved 

one and these gifts do not count toward your annual pledge. 
Contact Lisa Elliott at 879-1737, lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com to sponsor the 

Radio Broadcast or Altar Flowers. Contact Russell Nelson at 879-1737,
rnelson@trinitybirmingham.com to sponsor a piece of music.



Trinity’s village of moms, MOMentum, will meet on Thursday, February 1 from 
10-11:30 AM in the Small Parlor.  This group, open to moms of kids of all ages, 
will meet on the first Thursday of the month. A speaker will inspire the group on 
topics of parenting and faith and conversations will continue as we enjoy lunch 
together. Free childcare is provided. Lunch is served at 11 AM, $7.50 per person 

(Now accepting debit cards!) To RSVP or be added to 
the email list contact Donya Traylor @ 205-999-4328 
or donyamt@bellsouth.net. 

April 5 TOPIC: Marriage Part 2
GUEST SPEAKER will be Sheri Ferguson LMFT, LICSW - 
Ministry Health Coordinator for the North AL United Methodist 
Conference. Please join us!

APRIL 5
10-11:30 AM

Do you want to serve with Outreach? Contact our Outreach Coordinator, 
Rev. Cheryl Hinnen at 205-879-1737  |  chinnen@trinitybirmingham.com 

For other questions about Missions & Outreach, contact our Director of Outreach, 
Kristan Walker at 205-879-1737  |  kwalker@trinitybirmingham.com

Missions& outreach
LENTEN OFFERING
Every penny given to Trinity’s Lenten Offering will support our 26 ministry partners. This 
special offering supports organizations like Firehouse Ministries, Church of the Reconciler, 
the Community Furniture Bank, and Hall Kent Elementary’s summer enrichment program 
for lower income students. You may deliver your offering to the church office or place your 
gift in the offering plate at any time during Lent. Please mark your check Lenten Offering. 

APRIL 21 - STEEPLE-2-STEEPLE RUN
Register TODAY for the 4th Annual Steeple-2-Steeple fun run, 5k & 10k benefiting Trinity’s 
Ministry Partner the United Methodist Children’s Home. Start and finish line at Trinity! 
Register: steeple2steeple.com 

confirmation mtg.& youth Info 
session • april 15
5th graders... Don’t miss this Mandatory Con-
firmation Meeting & Info Session about Element 
Student Ministries at 9:45 AM (during Sunday 
School hour) in the Fellowship Hall. All 5th 
grade families interested in Confirmation for the 
Fall of 2018, join us for doughnuts and to learn 
all about Confirmation AND hear about what’s 
in store for you in Element Student Ministry. 
Questions? Email Eleanor at echristiansen@
trinitybirmingham.com.

SPARK! •  april 22
5:45-7 PM • Trinity West Homewood
Our SPARK! Ministry is for 4th-5th graders 
with dinner, games, and a message. Our final 
SPARK! for the school year is 4/22!

spring choir program • april 29
Trinity’s Children’s Choirs will present their 
spring program during the Sunday School hour in 
the Sanctuary on Sunday, April 29. All invited!

vacation bible school • july 16-19
Register your rising 4K - 3rd grade children now 
for VBS... it will be a “Shipwrecked” adventure!

Questions about TrinityKids? Contact Eleanor Christiansen
205-879-1737  |  echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com

Join us on Facebook: 
TrinityKids

trinitykids
Ministry

summer fun register now!
www.trinitybirmingham.com/kids/trinitykids-summer-programs-3/

APRIL 28 - “BUILDING ON FAITH” HABITAT BUILD DAY
In celebration of Easter, Trinity is joining together with other faith communities and Habitat 
for Humanity to build a home for the Page family. Volunteer from 8 AM-3 PM. To learn 
more, contact Laura McCain at lamccain@bellsouth.net.

sunday school fun!



Questions about SALT? 
Contact Donna Roose at 205-879-1737  |  droose@trinitybirmingham.com

Wednesday, April 4 - Bingo
11:30 AM-1:00 PM at Trinity West Homewood. Come and join us 
for fellowship, lunch and fun Bingo games with prizes! $6 for lunch.

Sunday, April 8 - Homewood Theatre
2:30 PM. Join us for an afternoon performance of “Always a Brides-
maid.” Tickets are $10.00. Let Donna know if you want her to order a 
ticket for you and please pay her in advance. Drive your own car to the 
theatre, as transportation will not be provided. You will pick up your 
ticket at “Will Call” at the theatre before the performance.

Thursday, April 19 - Lunch Bunch
Departing Trinity at 9:30 AM. We will be visiting Firehouse Shelter 
in downtown Birmingham, which is a shelter for homeless men. This 
is one of the agencies with which Trinity partners. After our visit there, 
we will have lunch together before returning to the church.

Tuesday, April 24 - Movers & Shakers Meeting
11:30 AM-1 PM. Our special speaker this month will be Melanie 
Bradford  Holliman of Bradford & Holliman Law Firm in Pelham, AL 
and Scottsboro, AL. She will be speaking to us about elder law, estate 
planning and other topics of interest.

Thursday, April 26 - Service for the Season
10:00-11:30 AM. Join us as we help the Trinity staff with some of their 
chores to help give them a boost in their ministry.

seasoned adults

Will not meet on Easter. Resumes April 8!Questions about NEXT STEPS? 
Contact Laura Feld
lfeld@trinitybirmingham.com

new to trinity?
If you are new to Trinity, we invite you to join us for 
NEXT STEPS. It’s a friendly membership track de-
signed specifically for our guests and new members. 
At NEXT STEPS, you will meet pastors and staff, 
learn more about Trinity and our Methodist beliefs.

   Next
Steps
Oxmoor Campus:  Every Sunday 9:45 AM in the Large Parlor

welcome!new members
Haley and Matthew Scallions
248 Montgomery Lane, Homewood 35209
The Scallions joined Trinity by transfer from another United Meth-
odist Church and by vows from another Christian denomination. 
Matthew is AVP of Design for Summer Classics and Haley is the 
General Manager for Walls Media.

Leigh Ann and Will Geiger
2236 Pine Crest Drive, Vestavia Hills 35216
The Geigers joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomi-
nation. Will is a commercial banker with BB&T and Leigh Ann is a 
RN at Fresenius Kidney Care.

Emily and Haig Wright
908 Shades Road, Homewood 35209
The Wrights joined Trinity by associate membership. Haig is an 
insurance agent with Byars Wright and Emily is a nurse practitioner 
at Children’s of Alabama.

Cindy and Jason McLaughlin
5648 Colony Lane, Hoover 35226
The McLaughlins joined Trinity by vows from another Christian de-
nomination. Jason is a web and app designer/developer and Cindy 
is a payroll specialist for Regions Bank.

Abigail Holt
1618 16th Avenue South, Birmingham 35205
Abigail joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist 
Church. She is a student at Birmingham-Southern College.

Martha Jones
904 Forest Drive South, Homewood 35209
Martha joined Trinity by vows from another Christian denomination. 
She is a retired RN.

Betty and Jim Tarlton
2203 Wildridge Circle, Homewood 35216
The Tarltons joined Trinity by affiliate membership. They are retired.

Amy and William Ashley (not pictured)
714 Euclid Avenue, Mountain Brook 35213
The Ashley family joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist Church. 
William is an attorney for ProAssurance and Ashley is a teacher at Vestavia East 
Elementary. They have a son, Will (5).
Sonya and Christian Holcomb (not pictured)
4052 White Oak Drive, Vestavia Hills 35243
The Holcomb family joined Trinity by transfer from another United Methodist Church. 
Christian is a physician assistant at St. Vincent’s and Sonya is an accountant. They 
have two children, Mary Kessler (2 1/2) and Christian (2 months).

Ellen and Ryan Buckner
316 Kenilworth Drive, Homewood 35209
The Buckner family joined Trinity by vows from another Christian 
denomination. Ryan is a Neuro Radiologist with Birmingham 
Radiological Group. They have two children, Evelyn Grace (5) 
and Davis (4).

trinity scholarships available
Deadline to apply: april 23
Trinity’s Committee on Higher Education & Campus Ministry have made 
available several college scholarships. The applications and all details are 
available in the church office (879-1737). The deadline to apply is April 23. 
For more information, please contact Nancy Portera at npp29@aol.com.

young adults Tuesday Evening Dinner Study
Are you in your 20’s (ish)? Not married? Out of college? 
If so, join us on Tuesday nights at 6:30 PM at the home of Mark 
& Lisa Elliott.  A free, home cooked dinner is served along with 
fellowship, study and door prizes!  For more info, contact Lisa at 
lelliott@trinitybirmingham.com



OXMOOR CAMPUS:          Worship 8:30 & 11:00 AM  •  Sunday School 9:45 AM  •  Youth Activities 6:00 PM 
TRINITY WEST HOMEWOOD:  Worship 9:00 & 11:00 AM  •  Community Hour 10:00 AM

SUNDAYS 
at Trinity

Tidings Trinity United Methodist 
Church (USPS 0641-120) is pub-
lished monthly by Trinity United 
Methodist Church, 1400 Oxmoor 
Road, Birmingham (Homewood), 
AL 35209-3998. Periodicals post-
age paid at Birmingham, AL. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to: Tidings, Trinity Unit-
ed Methodist Church, P.O. Box 
19069, Birmingham, AL 35219-
9069.

www.trinitybirmingham.com

Open the latest 
issue of

TIDINGS

important dates
April 1  Easter Sunday!
April 5  Night of Worship @ Trinity West, 6:30 PM

April 8  Calm Before the Stork, 9:45 AM

April 12 Financial Peace University Begins, 6 PM

April 15 Mandatory Confirmation Meeting, 9:45 AM

April 16 UMW General Meeting, 10 AM

April 21 Steeple-2-Steeple Run, 8 AM

April 24 Movers & Shakers Lunch, 11:30 AM

April 26 Viewpoint Worship Service, 6 PM

April 28 Habitat Build Day, 8AM

April 29 Children’s Choirs Spring Program, 10 AM

Oxmoor Campus:  1400 Oxmoor Road, Homewood •  205.879.1737  |  Trinity West Homewood:  914 Oak Grove Road, Homewood •  205.942.4622
CARE LINE: 205.868.9709                                                                                                                                                          ON CALL #: 205.538.3682

#yearo fp rayer

Come join Viewpoint’s monthly worship service in an effort to 
expand and widen Trinity’s arms of outreach and service 

to the greater Birmingham community. 

Thursday, APRIL 26
6 PM  |  WESLEY HALL

Philos is a video/discussion-based young adult group studying scripture  
as it relates to everyday life. For mid-to-late 20s married or single!

Small Dining Room (1st floor)
Questions? David Hayes, hayesdavid29@gmail.com

New! YOUNG ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

If your family is expecting to grow through birth, 
fostering or adoption this year, join us on Sunday, 
April 8 at 9:45 AM in the Conference Room (2nd 
floor). We will connect you to resources, talk 
about baptism, introduce you to other parents, 
and take a tour of parent hot spots in our church. 
Questions? Contact Eleanor at 879-1737 or
echristiansen@trinitybirmingham.com.

the calm beforestorkthe
Ministry

april 8 • 9:45 am
Conference room


